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Dear Sir or madam,

As you are aware, until the new system is up and running, MPs are currently paying all travel and accommodation
costs in London themselves. | have learnt today that there may also be a problem with paying my salary for May.

| have tried to minimise the costs which | am bearing by only going to London when there is a 3 line whip and staying
in the cheapest hotel | can find within walking distance — currently thel I in

However | am still in a difficult situation — if | book from Monday to Wed night a week in advance | get a cheaper deal,
but if we are not required on Thursday and | want to cancel | have to pay the charge myself.

As | cannot afford to do | must therefore wait until | know for certain what the weeks business is before | can book
which is usually not until the weekend. This of course increases the costs and also makes it possible that | will be
unable to get a room at all.

In the longer term | would like make arrangements to rent a room or flat but | cannot begin looking until | have had
answers to some of the previous questions | have sent. In the meantime | have thought of a solution which would
make my life easier and save a lot of money for the taxpayer.

I know that I will generally be required in London on Monday and Tuesday nights which would allow me to book the
previous week and make savings. If | could use the accommodation allowance to purchase a folding campbed, and
possibly a kettle | could simply sleep in my office on Wednesday nights. | would only have to do this once in order to
make a large saving, and in fact it might be something | could do on a regular basis.

Please let me know if this would be possible. At present my office in the main building would be too small to take a
camp bed and in any case the rodent problem would make it undesirable, but | have asked to be moved to one of the
offices in Portcullis House and if | am successful | should be more than happy to spend some nights there.
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