From:
Sent: 15 June 2010 17:10
To:

Cc:
Subject: RE: Taxis home

Dear-

Thank you for your e-mail. The original query came in late last week and | am sorry that it was not dealt with more
swiftly.

The key points here are as follows:

. IPSA will not pay for the cost of a London area MP’s daily commute (e.g. from their London area
constituency home to Westminster)

° If, however, the House sits after 11.00pm we will pay for the cost of a taxi home up to a maximum cost of
£80

The 11.00pm rule was introduced largely because public transport is less available after this time. It appears, in this
case, that there is a gulf between the time the Member has to leave in order to catch the last train and the time the
House has to sit until in order for him to be eligible to claim for the cost of a taxi home.

In the interest of clarity, | should say that under the rules as they stand the MP would be able to claim for the cost of
a taxi only if the House sits after 11.00pm. In any other case, the Member would have to meet the cost of his
journey home (whether by train or taxi) out of his own pocket.

When the rules were drawn up, my understanding is that the 11.00pm provision was based on a presumption that it
would be possible to use public transport up to this time. What the e-mail you anonymously forward below suggests
is that this is not always the case.

| am therefore forwarding this e-mail to our policy team so that they look at this issue in more detail. It may be that,
when we consult on the Scheme in the autumn, they might be able to look at changing the rules to recognise the
above anomaly (if indeed it is such). | cannot speak either for our policy team or the Board, but | will ask them to
look at this as the way the rules apply to this Member are

It would be helpful to know the identity of the Member concerned (or, rather, their constituency) in looking at this
issue, but | understand if they wish to remain anonymous.

I would be grateful if you could also pass on my apologies to the Member, and to the Leader, for the delay in dealing
with this query.

KR

]

Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA)
Portland House

Bressenden Place
London SW1E 5BH

Tel. 020 78110000



www .parliamentarystandards.org.uk

From : [N [ v-io S

Sentz 15 June 2010 16:14
To:
Subject: FW: Taxis home

| wou ld be grateful for a response in due course.

Many thanks

Office of the Leader of the House of Commons

Telephone: 020 720 7N

From:

Sent: 08 June 2010 11:25
To: YOUNG, George
Subject: Taxis home

George,

Please will you explain what the following of the IPSA rules means? | cannot, obviously, ask
IPSA, because the question would become subject to an Fol request.

"7.32 Members may claim for reimbursement of taxi fares for journeys from the House of Commons to a
London Area residence, only where they are required to be at the House of Commons because the House is
sitting beyond 11pm. This is subject to an upper limit of £80 in respect of each such journey.

Sitting times in the House of Commons refers to the finish time for business in
the Main Chamber.

My last train leaves at 10:45. Last night | left after the vote (at about 10:20) and got to
has the train was pulling out, so clearly | have to leave by about 10:05 to be sure of
catching it. But by that time | will not know whether "the House is sitting beyond 11pm". So what
am | supposed to do?

House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA

This e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient. If you have received it in error, please notify the sender and
delete it from your system. Any unauthorised use, disclosure, or copying is not permitted. This e-mail has been
checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail.



From:
Sent
To

N
24 June 2010 13:41
: (IPSA)
Cc: D
Subject: Y
Attachments: RE: Taxis home

This is the query for [MP. As per our earlier chat, my suggestion would be for you to call him, to get
the facts straight, in order that you might take a view along similar lines to [ (if the facts marry up that

)

»

Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA)
Portland House

Bressenden Place

London SW1E 5BH

Tel. 020 7811 [0

www.parliamentarystandards.org.uk

From:
Sent: 15 June 2010 17:10
To:

Cc: [

Subject: RE: Taxis home

Dear

Thank you for your e-mail. The original query came in late last week and | am sorry that it was not dealt with more
swiftly.

The key points here are as follows:

. IPSA will not pay for the cost of a London area MP’s daily commute (e.g. from their London area
constituency home to Westminster)

. If, however, the House sits after 11.00pm we will pay for the cost of a taxi home up to a maximum cost of
£80

The 11.00pm rule was introduced largely because public transport is less available after this time. It appears, in this
case, that there is a gulf between the time the Member has to leave in order to catch the last train and the time the
House has to sit until in order for him to be eligible to claim for the cost of a taxi home.

In the interest of clarity, | should say that under the rules as they stand the MP would be able to claim for the cost of
a taxi only if the House sits after 11.00pm. In any other case, the Member would have to meet the cost of his
journey home (whether by train or taxi) out of his own pocket.

When the rules were drawn up, my understanding is that the 11.00pm provision was based on a presumption that it
would be possible to use public transport up to this time. What the e-mail you anonymously forward below suggests
is that this is not always the case.



I am therefore forwarding this e-mail to our policy team so that they look at this issue in more detail. It may be that,
when we consult on the Scheme in the autumn, they might be able to look at changing the rules to recognise the

above anomaly (if indeed it is such). | cannot speak either for our policy team or the Board, but I will ask them to
look at this as the way the rules apply to this Member are

It would be helpful to know the identity of the Member concerned (or, rather, their constituency) in looking at this
issue, but | understand if they wish to remain anonymous.

I would be grateful if you could also pass on my apologies to the Member, and to the Leader, for the delay in dealing
with this query.

Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA)
Portland House

Bressenden Place

London SW1E 5BH

Tel. 020 7811 [0

www.parliamentarystandards.org.uk

From: I - -

Sent: 15 June 2010 16:14
To:
Subject: FW: Taxis home

I would be grateful for a response in due course.

Many thanks

Office of the Leader of the House of Commons

Telephone: 020 7H N 020 7N

From:

Sent: 08 June 2010 11:25
To: YOUNG, George
Subject: Taxis home

George,

Please will you explain what the following of the IPSA rules means? | cannot, obviously, ask
IPSA, because the question would become subject to an Fol request.



"7.32 Members may claim for reimbursement of taxi fares for journeys from the House of Commons to a
London Area residence, only where they are required to be at the House of Commons because the House is
sitting beyond 11pm. This is subject to an upper limit of £80 in respect of each such journey.

Sitting times in the House of Commons refers to the finish time for business in
the Main Chamber.

My last train leaves [at 10:45. Last night | left after the vote (at about 10:20) and got to
as the train was pulling out, so clearly | have to leave by about 10:05 to be sure of
catching it. But by that time | will not know whether "the House is sitting beyond 11pm". So what
am | supposed to do?

House of Commons
London SW1A OAA

This e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient. If you have received it in error, please notify the sender and
delete it from your system. Any unauthorised use, disclosure, or copying is not permitted. This e-mail has been
checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail.

UK Parliament Disclaimer:

This e-mail i
system. Any unauthorised use, disclosure, or copying is not permitted. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is
accepted far any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail.

This email was received from the INTERNET and scanned by the Government Secure Intranet anti-virus
service supplied by Cable&Wireless Worldwide in partnership with MessagelLabs. (CCTM Certificate
Number 2009/09/0052.) In case of problems, please call your organisation’s I'T Helpdesk.

Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal purposes.
The Cabinet Office computer systems may be monitored and communications carried on them recorded, to secure the effective operation of the
system and for other lawful purposes.

The original of this email was scanned for viruses by the Government Secure Intranet virus scanning service
supplied by Cable&Wireless Worldwide in partnership with MessageLabs. (CCTM Certificate Number
2009/09/0052.) On leaving the GSi this email was certified virus free.

Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal purposes.

This email has been scanned by the MessagelLabs Email Security System.
For more information please visit http://www.messagelabs.com/email







From:

Sent: 13 July 2010 10:22

To:

Subject: RE: COMMISSION: Guidance on late sittings [AM-168a]

A thorny one. Your line seems good, but | suggest that we offer an olive branch for further discussions. Have made
some amends below. John Sills has cleared this.

Clearly, it is impracticable for an MP to wait until 1am until booking a hotel. IPSA’s Scheme is clear that
that “where any Member is required to be at the House of Commons because the House is sitting beyond
lam, they may claim for the cost of an overnight stay in a hotel if it would not be reasonable to return to
any residence. This is subject to an upper limit of £130 per night” (para 7.34).

If a Member reasonably believes on any particular day that the House is likely to sit beyond 1am, and if
they therefore wish to book hotel accommodation in advance, then they may claim for this even if the
House actually rises before that time. In the event that the House does rise earlier, Members should
make every effort to cancel the hotel booking, to reduce the cost to the public purse.

| would very much welcome further discussion on this matter through the our proposed Liaison Group.

Head of Policy
Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA)
7th Floor, Portland House

Bressenden Place
London SW1E 5BH
Tel: 020 7811 1N

ot

www.parliamentarystandards.org.uk

From: [N

Sent: 09 July 2010 17:00
To:
Cc:

Subject: COMMISSION: Guidance on late sittings [AM-168a]

COMMISSION

To write to the Leader and to Charles Walker setting out our position on hotel stays in relation to late night

sittings

e Our position, which we have made clear verbally to MPs but not in writing (so far!) is that if they
reasonably think that it is likely that the House will sit beyond 1am, they can book a hotel before then. If
it subsequently transpires that the House does not sit up to 1.00am, but they booked the hotel on the
reasonable assumption that it would do so, then we will meet the cost of the hotel bill subject to the
cost limits set out in the Scheme.

e Can we put this into a form of words, e.g. (my suggestion below):

Clearly, it is impracticable for an MP to wait until 1am until booking a hotel. IPSA’s Scheme is clear that
that “where any Member is required to be at the House of Commons because the House is sitting beyond

1



1am, they may claim for the cost of an overnight stay in a hotel if it would not be reasonable to return to
any residence. This is subject to an upper limit of £130 per night” (para 7.34).

If a Member believes that on any particular day that Parliament is likely to sit beyond 1am, and if they
therefore wish to book hotel accommodation in advance, then they may claim for this so long as they do
so0 in the reasonable expectation that the House will sit after 1.00am, even if actually rises before that
time.

This commission really requires just the form of words — | can put it in the correct enclosure. See also the

attached note from_

I will deal with the second issue on removal costs in a separate commission.

COMMISSIONS
[ or policy colleagues — wording on late sittings

OWNER

DEADLINE

To be witl_‘- by 12.00 on Monday 12 July and if possible sooner.




Subject: RE: Hotel stays when the House sits after 1.00am [AM-171a]
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Sorry this has taken longer than anticipated — I'll get this in a letter today to the Leader and Charles Walker, but in
the meantime | have this from our Head of Policy:

Clearly, it is impracticable for an MP to wait until 1am until booking a hotel. IPSA’s Scheme is clear that that
“where any Member is required to be at the House of Commons because the House is sitting beyond 1am,
they may claim for the cost of an overnight stay in a hotel if it would not be reasonable to return to any
residence. This is subject to an upper limit of £130 per night” (para 7.34).

If a Member reasonably believes on any particular day that the House is likely to sit beyond 1am, and if they
therefore wish to book hotel accommodation in advance, then they may claim for this even if the House
actually rises before that time. In the event that the House does rise earlier, Members should make every
effort to cancel the hotel booking, to reduce the cost to the public purse.

We would very much welcome further discussion on this matter through the our proposed Liaison Group.

I hope this provides helpful clarification — formal letter on this subject to follow. Likewise we intend to publicise this
wording to MPs in our next weekly bulletin.

Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA)
Portland House

Bressenden Place

London SW1E 5BH

Tel. 020 7811000

www.parliamentarystandards.org.uk

From: [ (maitto |
Sent: 09 July 2010 15:25

To:

Subject: RE: Hotel stays when the House sits after 1.00am

That's fine, but we have the Finance bill on Monday which is likely to go late so if there are messages we can get out
to Members to be helpful bear that in mind.



Office of the Leader of the House of Commons

Telephone: 020 7HEEN/ 020 7N

From : [N (oo

Sent: 09 July 2010 15:18
To: d Leader of the Commons-
cc: I

Subject: Hotel stays when the House sits after 1.00am

| promised to send you an e-mail setting out our position on when MPs can book hotels for overnight stays if and
when the House sits late (i.e. beyond 1am). Having given this due consideration, | think we should write to the
Leader direct on this matter. | want to speak to colleagues today and over the weekend to ensure our guidance is as
clear as possible. This issue has also been raised with us in correspondence by Charles Walker.

Given the timescales involved, would you be for content that a letter is received by you by close Monday? If this
causes difficulties, please do let me know.

Kindest regards,

Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA)
Portland House

Bressenden Place
London SW1E 5BH

Tel. 020 78110000

www.parliamentarystandards.org.uk

This email has been scanned by the MessageLabs Email Security System.
For more information please visit http://www.messagelabs.com/email

This email was received from the INTERNET and scanned by the Government Secure Intranet anti-virus
service supplied by Cable& Wireless Worldwide in partnership with MessageLabs. (CCTM Certificate
Number 2009/09/0052.) In case of problems, please call your organisation’s IT Helpdesk.
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal purposes.

The Cabinet Office computer systems may be monitored and communications carried on them recorded to secure the effective operation of the
system and for other lawful purposes.

The original of this email was scanned for viruses by the Government Secure Intranet virus scanning service
supplied by Cable&Wireless Worldwide in partnership with MessageLabs. (CCTM Certificate Number
2009/09/0052.) On leaving the GSi this email was certified virus free.

2



13 July 2010 19:06
parliament.uk

FW: Hotel stays when the House sits late [AM-1712a]
Attachments: AM-171a - 1.0.pdf

Mr Walker,

| am copying the attached letter (addressed to the Leader) from our Director of Policy, John Sills, because you wrote
to Andrew McDonald on this specific issue last week.

Andrew will, of course, respond to your letter in full. But in the meantime | believe you will the attached letter
helpful.

Kindest regards,

—

Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA)
Portland House

Bressenden Place

London SW1E 5BH

Tel. 020 7811000

www.parliamentarystandards.org.uk

From:

Sent: 13 July 2010 19:00
To:
Cc: John Sills

Subject: Hotel stays when the House sits late [AM-171a]

Please find attached to this e-mail a letter from John Sills, our Director of Policy, to the Leader detailing our position
on late sittings, and particularly in respect of the need to book hotel rooms in advance and if they cannot find a
hotel room within the budgets set out by IPSA.

| have copied this to Charles Walker MP as he also raised a query about this issue, and the information will be
included in this week’s MP bulletin.

KR

Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA)
Portland House
Bressenden Place



London SWI1E 5BH

Tel. 020 781100

www. parliamentarystandards.org.uk
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HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWI1A 0AA

Andrew McDonald Esq.
Interim Chief Executive
IPSA

7" Floor, Portland House
Bressenden Place
London SW1E 5BH \

8" Jdly 2010

1

ood to meet you yesterday wit
As discussed, | am happy to consolidate questions on behalf of my colleagues and then
forward them on to your office for answer. Herewith the first two questions:

1) The rules relating to hotel accommodation need to be clarified. On Tuesday 6" June,
when the House sat past 2:00am, colleagues were left struggling to find
accommodation (both available and affordable), as it was only confirmed at a late
stage that the sitting would extend into the early hours of Wednesday morning. As a
result, many colleagues ended up sleeping in their offices, or commuting long
distances home in private cars, or the few available taxis. (The £80 threshold was
exceeded by a number of colleagues and | hope that IPSA will feel able to reimburse
the full cost of these taxi fares).

There is a possibility of more late night sittings next week, but again the lateness of
these sittings may only become a certainty towards the end of the normal
Parliamentary day. The chaos of the 6" must be avoided. Will IPSA allow
colleagues to book accommodation the day before those occasions when it is
likely that the House will sit late? Will it also provide reassurance that it will not
penalise Members for this cost if the threat of a late night does not materialise?

2) Secondly, there seems to be some confusion over the payment of removal costs,

When IPSA gave evidence to SCIPSA on 30" June it was suggested by Philip
Lloyd, in answer to a question posed by ﬂMP, that the contingency

fund could be accessed to cover the cost of Members moving out of allowance
supported accommodation. However, IPSA's telephone advice to Members is that
these costs are not allowable. Can IPSA please clarify the situation?

I would be grateful if your officers could provide answers to the above questions.

Yours sincerely
Fa

| L/

hairman, 1922 Co







Andrew McDonald

®
I P 5 ; l Interim Chief Executive
|

; 7" Floor
ndependent Parliamentary
Standards Authority Portland House

Bressenden Place
London
SW1E 5BH

7020 7811000
Mr Charles Walker MP E_@parliamentarystandards.org.uk

Vice Chairman www.parliamentarystandards.org.uk
1922 Committee

House of Commons
London SW1A OAA

14 July 2010
Our ref: AM-171(b)(ii)
Dear Charles,
LATE SITTINGS AND REMOVALS

Thank you for your letter of 8 July, in which you request clarification in respect of our
policy on late sittings and removals.

John Sills wrote to the Leader of the House on 13 July in relation to hotel stays for
Members when the House sits late, and this letter was also copied to you. | enclose a
copy of that letter for reference.

I can confirm that MPs may claim removal costs when they are moving into
accommodation for which they intend to claim accommodation expenses. | regret
any confusion over this: our policy team have now clarified the issue and we will
communicate the position in our next MP bulletin.

Given the one-off nature of removal costs, MPs should make a claim for them
through the contingency fund.



Claims under the contingency fund may be made using the form available in the
Miscellaneous category on the online expenses system.

Yours sincerely,

Andrew McDonald
Interim Chief Executive



John Sills

o
I P ! i l Director of Policy
I

; 7™ Floor
ndependent Parliamentary
Standards Authority Portland House

Bressenden Place
London
SW1E 5BH

T020 7811 [

Rt Hon Sir George Young Bt MP E‘)parliamentarystandards.org.uk
Leader of the House www.parliamentarystandards.org.uk
House of Commons

London SW1A 0AA

13 July 2010

QOur ref: AM-171a

Dear Sir George,
HOTEL STAYS WHEN THE HOUSE SITS LATE

In the light of recent late sittings, a number of Members have asked us about the
practicality of the rule permitting them to book overnight hotel stays if the House
sits beyond 1.00am. The rule, at paragraph 7.34 of the Scheme, states:

Where any Member is required to be at the House of Commons because the
House is sitting beyond 1am, they may claim for the cost of an overnight stay
in a hotel if it would not be reasonable to return to any residence. This is
subject to an upper limit of £130 per night.

We recognise that Members will need to book hotels in advance if they expect that
on any particular day that the House is likely to sit beyond 1am. They may therefore
claim for this expense even if the House, in the event, rises before that time. If the
House does rise earlier, Members should try to cancel the hotel booking, to reduce
the cost to the public purse.

Where the House unexpectedly sits very late and it is not possible to find a hotel
room for £130 or less, affected Members should find a hotel for the best available



price and make a claim on the contingency budget, on the basis that it was not
possible to find one for £130 or less in the circumstances. Such claims will not be
refused.

All claims will of course be published in due course.

We would very much welcome further discussion on this matter through the
proposed liaison group.

We will be providing this advice to Members through this week’s issue of our weekly
bulletin. | have also copied this letter to Charles Walker, who raised the issue with

Andrew McDonald in his letter of 8 July.

Yours sincerely,

John Sills
Director of Policy



