From: John Sills

Sent: 16 Juli 2010 09:55

To:

Cc: #
Subject: RE: Contingency payments regarding hotels IPSA:

We could discuss on Monday, but my view is that these are routine contingency claims that would be made through
the miscellaneous section of the on-line expenses system and validated accordingly.

Is that right?
John

JOHN SILLS

Director of Policy

Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority
Portland house

Bressenden Place

London

SWI1E 5BH

Tel:

Blackberry:

email

IPSA website: www.parliamentarystandards.org.uk

From: IR

Sent: 16 July 2010 09:39

To: John Sills

Cc:

Subject: FW: Contingency payments regarding hotels IPSA

John (and fellow contingency panel members)

_called yesterday about our guidance stating that MPs can claim for hotels where they can’t get
home at a reasonable hour, and the 11 pm or 1 am rules don’t apply. The payments for these come from the
contingency fund, and we have our first application below.

How do we want to progress these? Do we want each one to come through the contingency panel? If so, who is to
be responsible for validating them (presumably, ringing up the House to check what the MP says is correct, and
doing a check on hotel rooms if the claim is over £130)? Are we in danger of duplication here, asking members to
seek approval from the panel, and then also from the validators when they submit the claim?

Could we take the approach that the panel has approved all these in principle, and they should now be entered as a
normal claim, with the validation team checking they are reasonable? That does introduce a judgment call for the
validators to make.

Any views?

Thanks
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Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA)
7th Floor, Portland House

Bressenden Place
London, SW1E 5BH
Tel: 0207 8110000
Mob:

www.parliamentarystandards.org.uk

From: _[mailtoparliament.uk]

Sent: 15 July 2010 18:20
To:*
cc:

Subject: RE: Contingency payments regarding hotels

Thank you for the discussion we had this evening. | am confirming my understanding of what we
agreed in relation to next week, when we may expect the House to be sitting until at least 10pm
and possibly beyond on each of Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. Because of the uncertainty
involved in whether | need to leave the House at 10:05pm in order to catch my last train, and
because of the need to be present beyond that time for the possibility of votes, | have booked a
hotel room (double - no singles available), within the IPSA price of under £130, for each of those
nights. You agreed that that was a reasonable thing to do. If this is not correct, do please let me
know as soon as possible.

Yours sincerely,

House of Commons
London SW1A OAA

This e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient. If you have received it in error, please notify the sender and delete it from your system. Any
unauthorised use, disclosure, or copying is not permitted. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any
virus transmitted by this e-mail.

From:_[mailtoparliamentarysta ndards.org.uk]

Sent: 13 July 2010 14:30
To:
Cc: PSA.gsi.gov.uk'

Subject: RE: Contingency payments regarding hotels
Dear [N

Thank you for your email of last Friday, and for the one earlier today.




| can appreciate the views in your emails, and it may be that we need to explore these further
through a meeting. However, | am aware that the situation will arise imminently, and indeed that
you have been unable to find a hotel for tonight for less than £130.

In terms of our general position, it is important that we leave MPs with an element of discretion to
decide, in their circumstances that night, what course of action they want to take. For IPSA to be too
prescriptive risks excluding some circumstances. Consequently, our guidance remains that if a
Member reasonably believes on any particular day that the House is likely to sit too late for them to
get home at a reasonable hour, and if they therefore wish to book hotel accommodation in advance,
then they may claim for this even if the House actually rises earlier than expected. In the event that
the House does rise earlier, Members should make every effort to cancel the hotel booking, to
reduce the cost to the public purse. If a penalty charge is unavoidably incurred, IPSA will reimburse
it.

| can assure you that it is in no way our intention to create an expenses scheme where MPs feel
obliged to sleep in their offices, or where MPs feel unable to attend votes. Our challenge is to make
the above policy workable for MPs, bearing in mind the challenges you have outlined about finding
suitable hotels at the last minute. If the guidance we have issued so far (bearing in mind that we
cannot alter the scheme itself without a public consultation) is not having the desired effect, then
we need to determine the best way forward.

Would you be available to discuss this further? | am keen to ensure that we get to a practical
solution on this issue.

Yours sincerely

Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA)
7th Floor, Portland House

Bressenden Place
London, SWA1E 5BH
Tel: 0207 811 N

Mob: I

www.parliamentarystandards.org.uk

From: _ [mailto:_@parliament.uk]

Sent: 12 July 2010 11:54

To:
Cc: PSA.gsi.gov.uk'

Subject: RE: Contingency payments regarding hotels

Thank you for your e-mail. |1 am afraid this proposed system is unlikely to work, for the following
reason. | cannot and shall not run the risk of incurring an expense like a hotel bill without knowing
in advance whether it will be reimbursable. The first part of the risk would be of my possibly having
to bear such a substantial cost. The second would be the potential media coverage of a request for
payment being rejected as unreasonably incurred. Your proposed system appears to mean that |
cannot discover in advance whether it would be reasonable to book a hotel room. You will not even
tell me the criteria on which you might decide, after | had paid the hotel bill, whether such a
booking had been reasonable. It is not, | must stress, that | do not trust your judgement as to what
is reasonable, but rather that your judgement and mine might simply be different.
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You have replaced the uncertainty of whether to leave the House of Commons in time to catch the
last train with the uncertainty of whether to run the risk of booking a hotel room without knowing
whether you might think it reasonable to do so. Since it is impossible for me to answer the
question, “When, tonight, should | book a hotel room?”, | shall not book one but shall, again, expect
to sleep in my office.

Unfortunately | am running out of options. It has been pointed out in the newspapers that it is
contrary to the provisions of the Commons Members Handbook to sleep in the office. Itisin any
event not a sensible solution to the problem. If | can neither with safety book a hotel room nor
sleep in the office, | am being driven towards the conclusion that I shall have to go home, even if in
doing so | shall have to leave at a time when | might miss votes. This might have a serious impact on
Parliamentary business. | am therefore copying this to the [P airing Whip.

Yours sincerely,

House of Commons
London SW1A OAA

This e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient. If you have received it in error, please notify the sender and delete it from your
system. Any unauthorised use, disclosure, or copying is not permitted. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is
accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail.

From: ﬂ‘[;a ilto‘parliamentarystandards.org .uk]

Sent: 09 July 2010 11:05
To:
Cc:
Subject: Contingency payments regarding hotels

My apologies for the delay in replying to your query about hotel contingency payments, and
| hope this has not caused you inconvenience.

In response to your query, IPSA has issued guidance to say that in exceptional circumstances
where the public transport available prior to 11 pm means that the MP would be unable to
return to their London Area home at a reasonable hour, MPs may apply for a contingency
payment for the cost of an overnight stay in a hotel (subject to an upper limit of £130 per
night).

These applications will be considered on a case by case basis, with the MP being required to
outline the circumstances they were in. This may relate to a late or unpredictable sitting in
the House, such as the scenario you outline with the Finance Bill. However, IPSA cannot
predict every scenario which might lead an MP to decide they may miss their last train, so
will look at whether the MP took a reasonable decision in the circumstances, bearing in
mind that those circumstances may change.



With early meetings we would expect MPs to claim within the framework set out in the
expenses scheme, as this caters for travel for parliamentary purposes. If there was a
particular unavoidable reason why an MP could not get to an early meeting using public
transport, we would be willing to consider a request for a contingency payment. Again, we
would need to know the circumstances.

If you have any further questions about this, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA)
7th Floor, Portland House

Bressenden Place

London, SW1E 5BH

Tel: 0207 81100

Mob:

www.parliamentarystandards.org.uk
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