From: I R apartiament.uk]

Sent: 29 July 2010 12:48
To: info
Subject: RE: FW: "Commuting" - original email sent three weeks ago IPSA-

pear [N

This does not help much.

Is it really your intention for MPs to arrive home around midnight and leave home 7 hours later (in practise, many
people now just don't put things in their diaries for monday, tuesday or wednesday mornings).

Is it your intention that we should sleep in the office, or for years on end free load with friends?

Since IPSA likes to use the metric of medium to large companies, can you point me towards a single one that expects
this of its employees?

This is just not sustainable, and has serious implications for the sort of people who can now afford to be Members of
Parliament.

Best wishes,

From: Enquiry [mailto:info@parliamentarystandards.org.uk]

Sent: 29 July 2010 10:22
Cc:

Subject: RE: FW: "Commuting" - original email sent three weeks ago IPSA_

First of all, please accept our apologies for the delay in responding.

The expenses scheme has rules in place to help MPs when the House of Commons sits beyond 11pm and in some
cases, 1am. However, clearly there are a number of MPs who are telling us that because their constituencies are on
the boundaries of the London Area, it is difficult to get direct public transport back to their homes by a reasonable hour
when Parliament sits late, but nonetheless rises before 11pm. Sitting times in the House of Commons refers to the
finish time for business in the Main Chamber.

IPSA has therefore concluded that in exceptional circumstances, where the public transport available prior to 11 pm

means that the MP would be unable to return to their London Area home at a reasonable hour, MPs may apply for a
contingency payment to cover a taxi fare higher than £80, or for the cost of an overnight stay in a hotel (subject to an
upper limit of £130 per night). These will be considered on a case by case basis. This was communicated in

IPSA's bulletin to MPs of 2 July.

In considering its decision IPSA will take into account the following factors:

(a) whether the Member could reasonably have been expected to take any action to avoid the circumstances which
gave rise to the expenditure or liability;

(b) whether the Member's performance of parliamentary functions will be significantly impaired by a refusal of the
claim.

To receive a contingency payment MPs must complete a request for a contingency payment through the online
expenses system (under the heading "miscellaneous expenses"). The claim should set out the following in the "notes"
field:



A clear description of the situation
A declaration that refusal of the claim will significantly affect their ability to perform their parliamentary
functions and how this is the case.

e Adeclaration that the MP could not have foreseen or prevented the expenditure or liability and how this is the
case.

IPSA has also recognised that Members will need to book hotels in advance if they expect that on any particular day
that the House is likely to sit beyond 1am. They may therefore claim for this expense even if the House, in the event,
rises before that time. If the House does rise earlier, Members should try to cancel the hotel booking, to reduce the
cost to the public purse. Where the House unexpectedly sits very late and it is not possible to find a hotel room for
£130 or less, affected Members should find a hotel for the best available price and make a claim on the contingency
budget, on the basis that it was not possible to find one for £130 or less in the circumstances. Such claims will not be
refused.

| hope this is helpful.

Yours sincerely

Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA)
7th Floor, Portland House

Bressenden Place

London, SW1E 5BH

Tel: 0207 811 6400

www.parliamentarystandards.org.uk

mnmmmmrmemeneem== OGNl MEBSSHQE ~-—rreermrrer
From: parliament.uk

Received: 29/07/2010 01:44
To: parliamentarystandard.org.uk
Subject: FW: "Commuting" - original email sent three weeks ago

Dear [N

Have you forgotten me ? !

Many thanks,

From:
Sent: 21 July 2010 18:20

To: IPSA.gsi.gov.uk'; _@parliamentarysta ndard.org.uk'

Subject: RE: "Commuting"

oo D

10 days ago you kindly agreed to forward this to someone in the IPSA policy team, but | have heard nothing yet.

In the course of that delay | have enjoyed my accomodation options listed below.

Be in no doubt, the complete mess is having a very serious impact on the ability of many MPs to do their "jobs".



Just in the last couple of days | have come across the case of a[ i sleeping on a camp bed
in his office, and an exhausted [ crying because she was fed up with the humiliation of being
woken up by the cleaners at 0600 when she camps in a Lady Members sitting room.

Wnd best wishes,

From: [NUUS

Sent: 12 July 2010 11:18
To: (IPSA)
Subject: RE: "Commuting”

Thanks very much-

The new rules read well in the newspapers, but in practise they show little understanding of what we actually do!
Best wishes,

From: (IPSA) [mailto:]
Sent: 12 July 2010 11:01
To:

Subject: RE: "Commuting”

Thanks for your email below, and sorry to hear of the difficulties you are facing.
| have this morning asked somebody from the IPSA policy team to get back to you as soon as possible.

Best

IPSA Implementation Team

From: _ [mailtoparliament.uk]
Sent: 10 July 2010 13:46
To: MM RN (1PS)

Subject: "Commuting”

oeer [N

When the House sits late or | have engagements | find myself

sleeping in my office (may | claim for a sofa bed ?)

or in the box room of a friends flat

or waking up [ -ate at night and staying in[l] apartment
Or returning to_ but cancelling morning meetings.

e o @ °



Further, | now try and avoid as many committments as possible in the evenings so that if it turns out there is not going
to be a vote, | can get home at a reasonable hour.

This is because my travel scenarios are thus:

Drive:
Best option at night, but appalling drive in the morning.

Leave Westminster 2020, arrive _231 5/2320 to get to be sure of getting to the office by 0900, | need to
leave in the car by 0650.

Add 20 mins etc.. for each additonal vote.

Train:

get lomor-arrive home about 2325. This is tight because the journey involves 1 change,
and a 6 min walk from the Underground.

Next available is the[Jl getting me in at about 23558
Ordinary train, get to - arriving 2340 or-arriving 2348

Of course, with more or later votes | get in that much later. Last Tuesday | got home at about 0345, but | suppose |
could have stayed in a hotel even under the current rules.

Frankly, this is unsustainable if | am to continue to work at the rate | have worked in the last 5 years - working most
weekends, and anywhere between 60-70 hour weeks.

Recess are not mostly spent in my constituency, and every single day of the year | have at least 2 hours of emails to
do.

Further, you may be aware that the requirement of so-called "London Area" MPs to pay to get to Westminster is
working as a reverse incentive to going up to Parliament, when they can do much of their work from home. Man
people are now just staying in their constituencies when there is a 1 Line Whip.  For my part | live ini
BECAUSE | work here, so effectively pay to go from one place of work to the other.

| am not sure any of this is what IPSA intended when they made the new rules.
This is a potential show stopper for me.

Best wishes, and sorry to bug you,
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