From: I o - et i

Sent: 29 June 2010 10:41

To: info

Subject: URGENT advice required
Dear Sirs,

| am the MP for_ (a London Area constituency) and am writing to ask for
pre-authorisation for hotel accommodation for the following reasons. The guidance under

paragraph 12.14 which deals with contingency payments says that "it is expected that MPs should
seek prior approval for claims. IPSA will require an estimate of costs involved in order to grant
prior approval.”

midnight. | understand that you would not insist on my taking the [llpm from

because the train would arrive, all things being equal, at 00:18, thus taking over an hour. In order
to reach | by pm, | need to have left the House of Commons by 10:05pm. Last
time | left at 10:15pm | arrived to find the train pulling out of the station and had to return to sleep
in my office.

My last train home leaves [ at [ pm - alminute train journey, gettini me home at

Paragraph 7.32 says that "Members may claim for reimbursement of taxi fares for journeys from
the House of Commons to a London Area residence, only where they are required to be at the
House of Commons because the House is sitting beyond 11pm." By 10:05pm, when | would have
to take the decision as to whether or not to leave the House of Commons, | would not know
whether the House would be sitting beyond 11pm. | would therefore either have to decide to miss
potential votes or run the risk of missing the last train home or not being reimbursed for the taxi. |
suggest you might like to reconsider the wording of paragraph 7.32. Tonight, for example, the
House may vote once at 10pm or twice, the second vote starting at about 10:15pm. If that vote
lasts until 10:30pm, even then | shall not know whether the adjournment debate will run until
11pm, and | will anyway have missed the train - if | stay for the possibility of a second vote, as |
must.

| understand that in these circumstances you have agreed in relation to another MP that the
situation might meet the criteria for a contingency payment to be made in respect of hotel
accommodation subject to an upper limit of £130. Please would you in principle confirm that?
And if so, how in practice would it work? When should | make arrangements for hotel
accommodation? And when should | seek your prior approval? Your advice line closes at 6pm.
The essence of the problem is that even by 10pm | shall not know whether | shall need either the
accommodation or the approval.

A variant on the problem is as follows. Last night there were votes which kept the House sitting
beyond 11pm, so | would have been entitled to be reimbursed for the taxi fare home. But this
morning | had been invited to a breakfast meeting on , starting at
07:45 in central London. | do not believe it would have been reasonable for me to have travelled
back by taxi to my constituency, arriving at perhaps 00:30 in the morning, only to leave it again at
05:00. Do you agree? In such circumstances, would you accept that | should stay the night in a
hotel? And would you expect to have to authorise every such expenditure in advance, with some
form of estimate, given that it is likely to arise on a regular basis? Since you had not authorised it
in advance, | slept in my office again.

The simplest longer term solution would be for you to have a system whereby you agreed in
advance of each week when hotel accommodation would be reimbursed either for those nights
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where the House might sit until 10pm or for those mornings where an early start would make hotel
accommodation the reasonable solution.

Yours faithfully

w

House of Commons
London SW1A OAA
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