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John Sills 

16 July 201009:55 
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RE: Contingency payments regarding hotels IPSA:

We could discuss on Monday, but my view is that these are routine contingency claims that would be made through 

the miscellaneous section of the on-line expenses system and validated accordingly.

Is that right?

John

JOHN SILLS 

Director of Policy 

Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority 

Portland house 

Bressenden Place 

London 

SWIE SBH
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IPSA website: www.parliamentarystandards.org.uk

From: 

Sent: 16 July 201009:39 

To: John Sills 

Cc: 

Subject: FW: Contingency payments regarding hotels IPSA

John (and fellow contingency panel members)

called yesterday about our guidance stating that MPs can claim for hotels where they can’t get 
home at a reasonable hour, and the 11 pm or 1 am rules don’t apply. The payments for these come from the 

contingency fund, and we have our first application below.

How do we want to progress these? Do we want each one to come through the contingency panel? If so, who is to 

be responsible for validating them (presumably, ringing up the House to check what the MP says is correct, and 

doing a check on hotel rooms if the claim is over f130)? Are we in danger of duplication here, asking members to 

seek approval from the panel, and then also from the validators when they submit the claim?

Could we take the approach that the panel has approved all these in principle, and they should now be entered as a 

normal claim, with the validation team checking they are reasonable? That does introduce a judgment call for the 

validators to make.

Any views?

Thanks 
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