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4 You do not address the point that my Parliamentary duties are not limited to voting in 
Parliament but extend to events outside Parliament.

5 You suggest that I would be free to submit a contingency claim after having incurred the 
substantial cost of a hotel bill, while wilfully ignoring both that you have made it plain that such a 
claim would not be accepted and that I have explained to you and your staff on several 
occasions that I shall not be incurring such bills without knowing in advance that they will be 
reimbursed.

It is regrettable that you fail to engage with the arguments contained in my earlier e-mail.

Yours sincerely,

Office of the 

House of Commons 

London SW1A OAA

MP

T: 0207219_

W:www com

This e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient. If you have received it in error, please 
notify the sender and delete it from your system. Any unauthorised use, disclosure, or copying 
is not permitted. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any 
damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail.

From: [mailto @parliamentarystandards.org.uk] 

~~~t: 30 September 2010 13:50 
Cc: 

Subject: RE: FW: Contingency payments regarding hotels IPSA:

Dear

Thank you again for your email. I have considered the matter further, but I afraid that I 
am unable to agree that either of the instances we have discussed would have required 
a hotel room to be provided at IPSA’s expense.

As you know. for a London Area MP. the MPs’ Expenses Scheme does not allow 
reimbursement for accommodation expenses except when the House sits after 0100. 
We have made an exception under contingency for sittings which end earlier than 0100 
but sufficiently late to prevent MPs like yourself from reaching home at a reasonable 
hour by public transport. I do not consider that it would be appropriate to extend this 

exception generally to cover other commitments in the evening or early morning.
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You are of course free to submit a contingency claim for the reimbursement of hotel 

expenses for circumstances that do not relate to late sittings of the House. Any such 

applications would be considered on a case by case basis and could not be agreed in 
advance.

However, I will ensure that we consider your experiences as part of the annual review of 

the MPs Expenses Scheme, which has now commenced. We will be writing to all 
Members with more detail on the review in the next few weeks.

Yours sincerely

-

Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA) 
7th Floor, Portland House 

Bressenden Place 

London SW1 E 5BH 

Tel: 020 7811_ 

www.parliamentarystandards.org.uk

From: [mailto: parliament. uk] 
Sent: 28 September 201012:20 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: RE: FW: Contingency payments regarding hotels IPSA:

Dear_

Thank you for your reply.

The second Fundamental Principle of the rules you issued on 2nd September 
reads as follows: "Members of Parliament have the right to be reimbursed for 
unavoidable costs where they are incurred wholly, exclusively, and necessarily 
in the performance of their parliamentary duties, but not otherwise."

What, then, is your suggestion? Let us take the 
dinner and go through your rule in relation to the cost of a hotel afterwards.

Would it be unavoidable? Only by my borrowing a bed from someone else, but 
that would always be true in relation to other hotel claims you have allowed, so 

clearly that is not the answer.

Would it be incurred "wholly, exclusively and necessarily in the performance of 

my parliamentary duties"? Yes, it would. Otherwise I could be spending the 

evening at home with my family.

You say that the scheme does not allow for hotel stays in London while the 
House is not sitting. I suggest you are wrong about that because the 

contingency payment solution has been applied to cases where the scheme 
would otherwise appear not to help. But if you are right, then the scheme 
violates its own rule that MPs have the right to be reimbursed for unavoidable 
costs.

And you suggest that when I am invited to dinner by a charity I should
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reply, "Thank you for your kind invitation to dinner. I shall accept only if you also 

payout of your charitable donations for the cost of a hotel." I would feel 

unhappy about being quite so crass. I should prefer to refuse all such 
invitations - which would be a failure to carry out my Parliamentary duties.

And in relation to the early morning start to do interviews (usually a large clutch 
of interviews at Millbank with different broadcasters starting at 6:50am), the 

reality is that "the body which caused me to require" a hotel room is Parliament. 

Again, your answer is leading me to fail to fulfil my duties.

Please would you reconsider your answers?

Yours sincerely

MP

House of Commons 

London SW1 A OM

T: 0207219_

W:www. om

This e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient. If you have received it in error, 
please notify the sender and delete it from your system. Any unauthorised use, 
disclosure, or copying is not permitted. This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but 
no liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail.

From: [mailto: ; ~parljamentarystandards.org.uk1 
Sent: 26 September 2010 13:25 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: RE: FW: Contingency payments regarding hotels IPSA:

Dear

Thank you again for your email. 
I am sorry to say that neither of the circumstances you describe below would 

qualify for a hotel stay at IPSA’s expense.

The MPs Expenses Scheme does not allow claims to be made for hotel stays 
that are convenient due to early morning appointments, nor for hotel stays in 
London while the House is not sitting. If you believe that hotel stays are required 
in such circumstances, they should be claimed from the body which caused you 
to require them. They will not be claimable from IPSA.

Yours sincerely

-
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Office of the 

House of Commons 

London SW1 A OAA

MP

T: 0207219_

W:www

This e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient. If you have received it n 

error, please notify the sender and delete it from your system. Any 
unauthorised use, disclosure, or copying is not permitted. This e-mail has been 
checked for viruses, but no liability Is accepted for any damage caused by any 
virus transmitted by this e-mail.

From: [mailto:~p’arliamentarystandards.org.uk] 
Sent: 16 September 2010 16:19 
To: 

Cc: info;
John Sills 

Subject: RE: FW: Contingency payments regarding hotels IPSA:

Dear

The way ahead, as you have laid it out below, seems very sensible.

That said, our discussion does not override 3.3 of the Scheme. However, 
where any changes in procedure (rather than the Scheme itself) are 
made, we will be sure to inform MPs through the IPSA Bulletin well in 
advance.

Yours sincerely

-

-

Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA) 
7th Floor, Portland House 
Bressenden Place 

London SW1 E 5BH 

Tel: 0207811_ 

www.parliamentarvstandards.org.uk

From: [mailto @parliament.uk] 
Sent: 08 Se~mber 2010 17:23 
To: . 
Cc: info;1 John Sills 

Subject: RE: FW: Contingency payments regarding hotels 
IPSA
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Dear

Thank you for your ~’ I did not think you were being unhelpful - in 
fact I think you and have both recognised the real 

difficulty that the rules and practice were creating. And I think your e- 
mail may finally resolve the issue. You are providing me with what I 
asked for, by telling me "in what circumstances I shall be reimbursed, 
and in what I shall not".

My understanding is as follows - and please correct me if this is wrong, 
because I shall now begin to rely on it. In circumstances such as last 

night and the night before, when we were told by the Party Whip issued 
on the Thursday before that we were required to be present for a vote at 

10pm, but we did not know whether there was to be one vote or more 
than one, provided I send you afterwards an extract from that Party 
Whip to prove it then I may book a hotel and be sure that you will 
reimburse it. I would rather hope itwould not be necessary to provide 
you with the same train timetable I attached to my e-mail of 2nd 

September, because the final train time is the same every Monday and 

Tuesday - but of course if that creates a problem for you, then I 
shall give you that too.

I shall therefore act on the basis that your assurance on this overrides 

rule 3.3 which states, "No decision by IPSA to allow a particular claim 
shall bind IPSA from determining differently in subsequent claims of the 
same nature," That rule, by the way, is one which you ought to amend. 
I accept that you need to be able to change your practice from time to 
time, but suggest you should do so only in relation to future claims 
incurred after MPs have been warned that the practice is changing.

Thank you for the information about the change of the rules.

Yours sincerely,

Office of the 

House of Commons 

London SW1 A OAA

MP

T: 0207219_

W:www, com

This e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient. If you have 
received it in error, please notify the sender and delete it from your 
system. Any unauthorised use, disclosure, or copying Is not permitted. 
This e-mail has been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted 
for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail.

From: [mailto: @parliamentarystandards.org.uk]

http://ipsadc-app03:5555/IPSN 
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Sent: 08 September 201012:09 
To: 

Cc: info;
John Sills 

Subject: RE: FW: Contingency payments regarding hotels 
IPSA:

Dear

Thank you very much for your email. I’m sorry if you think that 

IPSA has not been helpful on this matter. 

As_ and_have said, it is not possible for 
IPSA to approve claims for hotels in these circumstances in 

advance. But where you reasonably believe that the House will sit 
so late that you will not be able to get home at a reasonable time, 
a claim for a hotel will be accepted. There is no cause for you 
to cut short your attendance in the House due to IPSA’s 

rules.

I understand that you believe that IPSA’s understanding 
of "reasonable" may differ from your own. Just to be clear, a 

reasonable expectation that the House will sit late would be 
based on evidence just as such as you laid out in your email of 2 

September. A claim where you laid out the circumstances as you 
did in that email would be accepted. A claim based simply on a 
statement that a backbench MP told you there might be a late 

vote, without any other evidence would likely not pass the 
reasonableness test.

As stated above, I do not believe that there is any cause for you 
to cut short your attendance in the House due to IPSA’s rules.

On the matter of the Scheme: There were several amendments 

to the Scheme made in July to resolve several anomalies on inter 
alia claiming incidental expenses for interns, and associated 
costs where an MP is not claiming rent or mortgage interest 

support. This was following a consultation (both with the 

statutory consultees and the public) in June and July. The initial 
consultation was announced in IPSA Bulletin 4 send to all MPs 

on 16 June and a reminder was included in IPSA Bulletin 6 sent 

to all MPs on 2 July. The changes to the Scheme following the 
consultation were announced in IPSA Bulletin 9 on 26 July and 

copies of the Second Edition of the Scheme was available in the 
Vote Office and on our website on 26 July. If you do not have a 
hard copy, I would be happy to send you one.

The Parliamentary Standards Act states that the Scheme cannot 
be amended without IPSA consulting the following:

(a) the Speaker of the House of Commons, 

(b) the Committee on Standards in Public Life, 

(c) the leader of the House of Commons, 

(d) any committee of the House of Commons nominated by the Speaker, 

(e) members of the House of Commons, 

(f) the Review Body on Senior Salaries,

http://ipsadc-app03:5555/IPSA/ 
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(9) Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, 

(h) the Treasury, and 

(i) any other person the IPSA considers appropriate.

IPSA consulted with all of the required statutorty consultees (and 
the public) before publishing the Second Edition. Our report on 
the consultation, and the responses is available on the website.

Guidance to the Scheme (which along with the Scheme is 
availale on our website) is updated periodically to reflect the 

experience of Members and IPSA in using the Scheme. There is 

no requiremnt for IPSA to consult when amending the Guidance. 

Again, if you do not have a hard copy of the current version of the 
Guidance (dated 2 September), I would be happy to send one to 

you.

If you would like further clarification, please do give me a call. I 
would be happy to talk it through further.

Yours sincerely

-

Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA) 
7th Floor, Portland House 

Bressenden Place 

London SW1 E 5BH 

Tel: 0207811_ 
www.parliamentarystandards.org, uk

From: 

[mailto parliament.uk] 
Sent: 07 September 2010 20:07 
To: 

Cc: info;

Subject: RE: FW: Contingency payments regarding hotels 
IPSA:

Dear

Thank you for your helpful e-mail. There seems to be one 

point of contention between us and one further concern 
that your e-mail has brought to light.

The point of contention is that I need to be sure, before 

incurring the substantial expense of a hotel room, that it 
will be reimbursed. It is no good for me to rely - and I 
shall not rely - on a subsequent judgement, after I have 
incurred the expense, by IPSA staff as to whether I had 
behaved reasonably or not. As I said to 
in my e-mail to her of 12th July, "It is not, I must stress, 
that I do not trust your judgement as to what is 

reasonable, but rather that your judgement and mine 

might simply be different." Without prior approval I cannot
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be sure of that. The fact that such payments were judged 
to be reasonable in July is of no reassurance, both 
because _ expressly refused to give me prior 
approval in her e-mail of 2nd September and because in 
the Second Edition of your rules (I come further to that 

below) paragraph 3.3 says, "No decision by IPSA to allow 
a particular claim shall bind IPSA from determining 
differently in subsequent claims of the same nature." It 
seems you consider it acceptable to allow MPs to incur 

expenses for which they have previously been 

reimbursed, only to be told without warning that this time 

they will not be reimbursed. Therefore unless you can tell 
me in what circumstances I shall be reimbursed, and in 

what I shall not, I shall either need the prior approval I 

sought in good time last week or I shall leave the House 
of Commons, whatever the votes expected, at 10:05pm.

The further concern is that you tell me that it is not the 

case that I am required to seek prior approval for 

contingency claims in these circumstances, yet the rules 
used to say (under Paragraph 12: 14), "it is expected that 
MPs should seek prior approval for claims." Having 
looked on your website I see that the rules have been 

changed. Yet in all the discussions I have had with 
she has told me that the rules cannot be 

changed without all the consultations processes being 
gone through. What has happened here? Why, on your 
website, do the rules now call themselves the Second 

Edition? What consultation process was gone through? 
What can you change and what can you not change, and 
with or without what process of consultation?

Yours sincerely,

MP 

House of Commons 

London SWIA OAA

This e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient. If you have received it in 
error, please notify the sender and delete it from your system. Any 
unauthorised use, disclosure, or copying is not permitted, This e-mail has 
been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused 
by any virus transmitted by this e-mail.

Office 

House of Commons 

London SW1 A OAA

MP

T: 0207219_
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W:www com

This e-mail is confidentia,1 to the intended recipient. If you 
have received it in error, please notify the sender and delete it 
from your system. Any unauthorised use, disclosure, or 
copying is not permitted. This e-mail has been checked for 

viruses, but no liability is accepted for any damage caused by 
any virus transmitted by this e-mail.

From:_ 
[mailto~parliamentarystandards. org. uk) 
Sent: 07 September 201017:15 
To: 

Subject: RE: FW: Contingency payments regarding hotels 
IPSA:

DearMr_

I apologise for any confusion. It is not the case that you 
are required to seek prior approval for contingency claims 
in these circumstances.

Where you believe you will not be able to return home 

before a reasonable hour due to a late sitting, you are 
able to book a hotel in advance. While the claim for this 

hotel should be made from the contingency fund (using 
the Mise-contingency option on the online expenses 
system) , you do not need to seek permission in advance 
as with a normal contingency claim. Instead you should 
make a claim after the fact, setting out the full 
circumstances.

Where you make clear that you reasonably anticipated 
that due to the late sitting you would not be able to return 
home before a reasonable hour, the claim will be 

accepted. There should be no need for you to cut short 

your time in the Chamber in these circumstances.

If it would help. I am very happy to talk this through. 
Please do give me a call at your convenience.

Yours sincerely

-

Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA) 
7th Floor, Portland House 
Bressenden Place 

London SW1 E 5BH 

Tel: 0207811_ 
www.parliamentarvstandards.org.uk

From:
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permitted. This e-mail has been checked {or viruses, but no liability 
is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this 

e-mail.

MP

House of Commons 

London SW1 A OAA

T: 0207219_

W:www com

This e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient. If 

you have received it in error, please notify the sender 

and delete it from your system. Any unauthorised use, 

disclosure, or copying is not permitted. This e-mail has 

been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted 
for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by 
this e-mail.

From: 

Sent: 02 September 2010 16:42 
To: ’Enquiry’ 
Cc: parliamentarystandards.org. uk’ 

Subject: RE: FW: Contingency payments regarding 
hotels IPSA:

Dear_

I have discussed this with 

has noted our conversation.

who

In view of the fact that the Whip for 

next week states that on Monday "The House 

meets at 2.30pm. Parliamentary Voting System 
and Constituency Bill: Second Reading (Whip in 

Charge: THERE WILL BE A 3-LlNE 

WHIP at 9pm for 10pm" and on Tuesday ’The 
House meets at 2.30pm. The Superannuation Bill: 
Second Reading (Whip in Charge:_ 
_ THERE WILL BE A 3-LlNE WHIP at 9pm 
for 1 Opm", we know that there is likely to be at 
least one vote on the second reading of each Bill 
and that there may be an amendment to the 

second reading (which would be taken before the 
vote on the Second Reading itself), giving rise to a 
second vote. There might also be other votes at 

10pm on either night that I could not now predict 
and it is possible that the whips will agree (without 

telling me in advance) that the rule to finish at 

10pm might be lifted, so that the voting might start
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Subject: RE: FW: Contingency payments regarding 

hotels IPSA:

Dear

has asked that I reply on her behalf. As I 

think you have already discussed with _ we 

consider each claim on a case by case basis, so 

cannot pre-approve a series of requests in this 

way.

I appreciate that you would feel more comfortable 

if we could pre-approve these requests, but I’m 

afraid it is not something we can do. You will need 

to use your judgment and submit the claims along 

with evidence of why you thought it appropriate to 

book a hotel that evening. Please bear in mind 

that the arrangement is only intended to cover 

exceptional circumstances, not to be used on a 

regular basis, as within the rules of the Scheme 

you are a London Area MP and therefore not 

entitled to Accommodation Expenses.

Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have 

any further questions about this matter.

Regards

-

Information Officer 

Independent Parliamentary Standards 

Authority (IPSA) 
7th Floor, Portland House 

Bressenden Place 

London, SW1 E 5BH 

020 7811 6400 

www. pari iamenta rvstandards. or9. u k 

----------------- Ori~essage ----------------- 
From: _ 
Received: 01/09/201007:56 

To: Enquiry 
Subject: FW: Contingency payments regarding hotels 

IPSA

Hi

Grateful if you could take this forward through the 

inquiry line. Please let me know if you want to 

discuss.

Thanks
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-

Independent Parliamentary Standards 
Authority (IPSA) 
7th Floor, Portland House 
Bressenden Place 

London, SW1E SBH 
Tel: 0207811_ 
Mob: 

www.parliamentarvstandards.org.uk

From: 

[mailt parliament.uk] 

Sen~011:29 
To:____ 
Cc: info 

Subject: FW: Contingency payments regarding 
hotels

Dear

For the reason set out in the e-mails below, and 

following the pattern established in July, I propose 
(unless you tell me this might not be reimbursed) 
to book a hotel room on the nights of Monday 6th 

and Tuesday ih September, on both of which we 
have been told to expect at least one vote at 10 

pm. I shall book these rooms on Wednesday or 
Thursday next week, so should be grateful to 
know immediately if you foresee any problems 
with it.

Yours sincerely,

MPHouse of

Commons London SW1 A OM

T: 0207219_
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This e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient. If 

you have received it in error, please notify the sender 
and delete it from your system. Any unauthorlsed use, 
disclosure, or copying is not permitted. This e-mail has 
been checked for viruses, but no liability is accepted 
for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by 
this e-mail.

From: 

Sen~:56 
To:____ 
Cc: 

Subject: RE: Contingency payments regarding 
hotels

Dear

For the same reason as set out below, and now 
that I have heard that the business for Monday 
26th July is to be a running three line whip on the 
Academies Bill, presumably to close with up to two 
votes at 1 0:00pm or beyond, I propose to book a 
hotel room for that night. If you think this is 

unreasonable, please tell me as soon as possible. 

Yours sincerely,

MP 

House of Commons 

London SWIA OAA

This e-mail is confidential to the intended 

recipient. If you have received it in error, 
please notify the sender and delete it from 
your system. Any unauthorised use, 
disclosure, or copying is not permitted. 
This e-mail has been checked for viruses, 
but no liability is accepted for any damage 
caused by any virus transmitted by this e- 
mail.

From: 

Sent: 15 July 2010 18:20 

To:_ 
Cc:_ 
Subject: RE: Contingency payments 
regarding hotels 

.

Dear

Thank you for the discussion we had this
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today.

I can appreciate the views in 

your emails, and it may be that 

we need to explore these 

further through a meeting. 
However, I am aware that the 

situation will arise imminently, 
and indeed that you have been 

unable to find a hotel for 

tonight for less than f130.

In terms of our general position, 
it is important that we leave 

MPs with an element of 

discretion to decide, in their 

circumstances that night, what 

course of action they want to 
take. For IPSA to be too 

prescriptive risks excluding 
some circumstances. 

Consequently, our guidance 
remains that if a Member 

reasonably believes on any 
particular day that the House is 

likely to sit too late for them to 

get home at a reasonable hour, 
and if they therefore wish to 
book hotel accommodation in 

advance, then they may claim 

for this even if the House 

actually rises earlier than 

expected. In the event that the 

House does rise earlier, 
Members should make every 

effort to cancel the hotel 

booking, to reduce the cost to 
the public purse. If a penalty 

charge is unavoidably incurred, 
IPSA will reimburse it.

I can assure you that it is in no 

way our intention to create an 

expenses scheme where MPs 

feel obliged to sleep in their 

offices, or where MPs feel 

unable to attend votes. Our 

challenge is to make the above 

policy workable for MPs, bearing 
in mind the challenges you have 
outlined about finding suitable 
hotels at the last minute. If the 

guidance we have issued so far
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(bearing in mind that we cannot 
alter the scheme itself without a 

public consultation) is not 

having the desired effect, then 
we need to determine the best 

way forward.

Would you be available to 

discuss this further? I am keen 

to ensure that we get to a 

practical solution on this issue.

Yours sincerely

Independent Parliamentary 
Standards Authority (IPSA) 
7th Floor, Portland House 

Bressenden Place 

London, SW1E SBH 
Tel: 0207 811 

Mob: 

www.parliamentarystandards.orq 
.uk

From:_ 
[mailt~am 
ent.uk) 

Sen~1:54 
To:____ 
Cc

@IPSA.gsi.gov.uk’ 
Subject: RE: Contingency 
payments regarding hotels

Dear

Thank you for your e-mail. I 

am afraid this proposed system 
is unlikely to work, for the 

following reason. I cannot and 
shall not run the risk of 

incurring an expense like a hotel 
bill without knowing in advance 
whether it will be reimbursable. 

The first part of the risk would 
be of my possibly having to 
bear such a substantial cost.
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The second would be the 

potential media coverage of a 

request for payment being 

rejected as unreasonably 
incurred. Your proposed 

system appears to mean that I 

cannot discover in advance 

whether it would be reasonable 

to book a hotel room. You will 

not even tell me the criteria on 

which you might decide, after I 

had paid the hotel bill, whether 

such a booking had been 

reasonable. It is not, I must 

stress, that I do not trust you r 

judgement as to what is 

reasonable, but rather that your 

judgement and mine might 
simply be different.

You have replaced the 

uncertainty of whether to leave 

the House of Commons in time 

to catch the last train with the 

uncertainty of whether to run 

the risk of booking a hotel room 
without knowing whether you 

might think it reasonable to do 

so. Since it is impossible for me 
to answer the question, "When, 

tonight, should I book a hotel 

room?", I shall not book one but 

shall, again, expect to sleep in 

my office.

Unfortunately I am running out 

of options. It has been pointed 
out in the newspapers that it is 

contrary to the provisions of the 

Commons Members Handbook 

to sleep in the office. It is in 

any event not a sensible 

solution to the problem. If I 

can neither with safety book a 
hotel room nor sleep in the 

office, I am being driven 

towards the conclusion that I 

shall have to go home, even if 

in doing so I shall have to leave 

at a time when I might miss 

votes. This might have a 
serious impact on Parliamentary 
business. I am therefore
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copying this to the 

Pairing Whip.

Yours sincerely,

of CommonsLondon SWIA QAA

This e-mail is confidential 
to the intended recipient. If 
you have received it in 

err01-, please notify the 
sender and delete it from 

your system. Any 
unauthorised use, 
disclosure, or copying is 
not permitted. This a-mail 
has been checked for 
virus.es, but no liabillty is 
accepted for any damage 
caused bv anv virus 
transmitted by this a-mail.

From~ 

ImaiU .~.. p 

arfiamentarystandards.org. 
uk] 
Sent; 09 Jul 

To: 

Ce:

Subject: Contingency 
payments regardIng hotels

Dear

My apologies for the 

delay in replying to your 
query about hotel 

contingency payments, 
and I hope this has not 
caused you inconvenience.

In response to your 

query, IPSA has issued 

gui,dance to say that n 

exceptional circumstances 
where the pubnc
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transport available prior 
to 11 pm means that the 

MP would be unable to 

return to their London 

Area home at a 

reasonable hour, MPs 

may apply for a 

contingency payment for 

the cost of an overnight 
stay in a hotel (subject to 
an upper limit of f130 per 

night).

These applications will be 

considered on a case by 
case basis, with the MP 

being required to outline 
the circumstances they 
were in. This may relate 

to a late or unpredictable 

sitting in the House, such 

as the scenario you 

outline with the Finance 

Bill. However, IPSA 

cannot predict every 
scenario which might lead 
an MP to decide they may 
miss their last train, so 

will look at whether the 

MP took a reasonable 

decision in the 

circumstances, bearing in 
mind that those 

circumstances may 

change.

With early meetings we 
would expect MPs to 

claim within the 

framework set out in the 

expenses scheme, as this 
caters for travel for 

parliamentary purposes. 
If there was a particular 
unavoidable reason why 
an MP could not get to an 

early meeting using public 
transport, we would be 

willing to consider a 

request for a contingency 

payment. Again, we 
would need to know the 

circumstances.
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If you have any further 

questions about this, 

please do not hesitate to 
contact me.

Yours sincerely

Independent 
Parliamentary 
Standards Authority 
(IPSA) 
7th Floor, Portland 

House 

Bressenden Place 

London, SW1E SBH 

Tel: 0207 811 

Mob: 

www.parliamentarystandar 
ds.org.uk

This email has been 

scanned by the 

MessageLabs Email 
Security System. 
For more information 

please visit 
http://www.messagelabs 
.com/email

UK Parliament Disclaimer: 

This e-mail is confidential to the 

intended recipient. If you have 
received it in error, please notify 
the sender and delete it from 

your system. Any unauthorised 

use, disclosure, or copying is 
not permitted. This e-mail has 
been checked for viruses, but 

no liability is accepted for any 
damage caused by any virus 
transmitted by this e-mail.
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