
Lilly brings the first 
insulin products to market

U.S. regulatory approval 
is granted for Humulin®

Lilly introduces 
its NPH insulin

Lilly and Genentech sign deal to 
commercialize rDNA human insulin

1923

1979

Humalog® mealtime insulin 
is approved by regulators

Lilly launches its 
first insulin pen

1999

1950

1982
1996

Lilly introduces the Humulin® U-500 
Kwikpen®, a highly concentrated insulin 
used to control high blood sugar in adults 
and children with diabetes

2016

2000
Humalog® is indicated for use 
in children as young as 3 and 
for use in pumps 2008

Lilly launches the lightweight and 
portable Humalog® Kwikpen®

2015
Basaglar®, part of the Lilly and 
Boehringer Ingelheim alliance, 

is the first follow-on insulin glargine 
treatment approved by the FDA

Lilly launches the HumaPen®, 
which allows half-unit dosing

2007

History of Lilly 
Insulin Timeline
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