
What Is Your Summer Learning Goal?

Goal: Move Reading Growth by Building Student Agency Through Differentiation 

Take-Home Kits allow students to self-select their summer 
reading books in order to reduce screen time and combat 
summer slide/unfi nished learning.

or
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Effective Reading
A Transformative Education Approach

When I read, I ask:

Description
What is the author telling me?

What? When? Where? Who? Why?

Personal 

Interpretation

How do I feel about this? 

Have I had experiences similar or different to these ones?

Critical/
Multicultural/

Anti-Bias Analysis

Is what happened right (fair, kind, moral, appropriate)?

Who benefits (suffers) in a situation like this?

Has anyone been excluded from this text? 

Who is left out? Why?

Does this text allow for human diversity?

Creative/ 

Transformation

What will I take away from this experience?

What might I do in a situation like the one in the text?

How can I improve my life/conditions/relations?

Reading is more than a source of information and entertainment. 
It is an empowering act.
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IRLA & Foundational Skills Toolkits® enable teachers to 
provide differentiated, targeted, and effi cient skills instruction 
embedded into one-on-one conferences and strategy plans.

FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS
™TOOLKITIRLA® Developmental Reading Taxonomy®

Goal: Build Knowledge Through Inquiry and Prepare Students for Next School Year

IRLA/ENIL® Starter Kits provide differentiated support to 
assess, teach, and accelerate reading levels.

Hook Book Home Libraries include 10 books per grade, at a 
variety of levels, hand-picked from kid favorites and guaranteed 
to engage all readers. Shrink-wrapped packs make distribution 
safe and easy.

Summer Semester is an intensive reading intervention and project-based learning 
curriculum to accelerate student reading and writing profi ciency.

See reverse for all available themes 

www.americanreading.com
Copyright © 2013 by American Reading Company®

Name

Class

fo
nt

: s
to

rm
fo

nt
: s

to
rm

fo
nt

: s
to

rm

Exemplar Text Pack
Student Edition

fo
nt

: s
to

rm

Rising Grades 4-5

Summer Semester
Instructional Framework®®

TEKS EDITION


Grade  Level  Characteristics of Text Representative Titles F & P Lexile™ DRA®

PreK RTM
 (Read to Me)

Any book that the child loves is appropriate. Engaging pictures. Simple story lines. Informative nonfiction.

1–3Y
(Yellow)

Yellow is a pre-reading level. Readers use the repeated sentence stem like training wheels and use other cues to support 
the transition from picture reading to word reading.

My Mama
Good Night, Gorilla

A–D BR40L–230L
Have You Seen My Cat?

1

1B
(1 Blue)

Very difficult to find in bookstores and libraries. Most of these books are written to teach reading. Simple sentences built 
from basic sight words and words from one-syllable word families (bat, Matt, flat; bike, Mike).

The Spooky Old Tree
Go, Dog. Go!

E–J 190L–530L 3–16
2B

(2 Blue)
Beginning readers in bookstores and libraries. Uses simple two-syllable words (compound words, endings, basic 
vowel patterns).

Little Critter
Clifford

K–M 420L–650L

N–P 520L–820L

4 Bk
(Black)

Picture books and short chapter books with 3–5 academic words on a full page of text. Simple and compound sentences. 
Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 4th grader (e.g., sense of historic time and universal space).

Goosebumps
Baby-Sitters Club
Time Warp Trio
Bluford High 
(Anne Schraff titles)

Q–S 740L–940L 40

T–V 830L–1010L

6 Pu
(Purple)

Picture books and chapter books with 11–15 academic words per full page of text. Complex sentence structures may have 
lots of embedded clauses. Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 6th grader (e.g., basic knowledge of American 
history and world geography). 

Walk Two Moons
A Wrinkle in Time
Harry Potter 
(first four volumes)

Rick Riordan Presents

W–Y 925L–1070L 60

Z 970L–1185L

Use SchoolPace® to monitor and accelerate student progress in real time.
Call to learn more: 866.810.BOOK (2665) or visit us at www.americanreading.com and www.americanreadingathome.com © 2021 by American Reading Company®

A Developmental Taxonomy for Teaching, Learning, and Assessing Reading K–12

Independent Reading Level Assessment® FrameworkIRLA
®:

ARC PRESSBooks

Play SoccerTrace Taylor

POWER

50

Kieran Kiley

ARC PRESS

Books

Lexile™ DRA®

BR40L–230L A–2

190L–530L 3–16

420L–650L 18–28

520L–820L 30–38

740L–940L

830L–1010L

925L–1070L

970L–1185L 70–80

 Framework

These students are on their way to reading 1,000 Steps or 250 hours.

Student’s NameStudent’s Name 20 40 60 80 120 140 160 180 220 240 260 280 320 340 360 380 420 440 460 480 520 540 560 580 620 640 660 680 720 740 760 780 820 840 860 880 920 940 960 980

Dates 100% of the students reached these milestones: Each Step represents 15 minutes of reading.

240180 220 24014080 120 140 280 340280 320 340 440380 420 440 540480 520 640580 620 740680 720 840780 820 940880 920 980

100                 200                300               400               500                600                700               800               900                1,000

These students are on their way to reading 1,000 Steps or 250 hours.These students are on their way to reading 1,000 Steps or 250 hours.These students are on their way to reading 1,000 Steps or 250 hours.These students are on their way to reading 1,000 Steps or 250 hours.

100 Book Challenge Reading Honor Roll

*137177*
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Each Step represents 15 minutes of reading.

*137177*

                700                              700               700 800

Each Step represents 15 minutes of reading.

800               800               800 900                900                900 1,000                1,000                
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Have You Seen My Cat?
K 1G

(1 Green)
Simple sentences using the first 60 sight words. Initial consonants required.

Have You Seen My Cat?
I Love You Sun, I Love 

You Moon

2G
Simple sentences using the first 110 sight words. Initial blends and digraphs required. Blue Hat, Green Hat

Bears in the Night

The Spooky Old Tree
Go, Dog. Go!

Little Critter
Clifford

Frog and Toad
Hungry, Hungry Sharks
Henry and Mudge
George and Martha
The Stories Julian Tells
Junie B. Jones
Ricky Ricotta
Bailey School Kids
Magic Tree House
Boxcar Children
Judy Moody
Miami Jackson
Goosebumps
Baby-Sitters Club
Time Warp Trio
Bluford High 
(Anne Schraff titles)

Maniac Magee
My Teacher Is an Alien
Bluford High 
(Paul Langan titles)

James Patterson Middle 
School Series

Walk Two Moons
A Wrinkle in Time
Harry Potter 
(first four volumes)

Rick Riordan Presents
Hunger Games
The Outsiders
Divergent
Alex Rider
Legacy of Orisha

(2 Green)
Simple sentences using the first 110 sight words. Initial blends and digraphs required.

1

1B
(1 Blue)

Very difficult to find in bookstores and libraries. Most of these books are written to teach reading. Simple sentences built 
from basic sight words and words from one-syllable word families (bat, bat, bat Matt, Matt, Matt flat; flat; flat bike Mike).

2B
(2 Blue)

Beginning readers in bookstores and libraries. Uses simple two-syllable words (compound words, endings, basic 
vowel patterns).

1R Picture books written with simple, regular three-syllable words, two-syllable words with vowel digraphs, and three-letter 

4 Bk
(Black)

Picture books and short chapter books with 3–5 academic words on a full page of text. Simple and compound sentences. 
Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 4th grader (e.g., sense of historic time and universal space).

5 Or
(Orange)

Picture books and chapter books with 6–10 academic words on a full page of text. Frequent use of compound and complex 
sentences. Assumes knowledge of American geography (e.g., Rocky Mountains, Atlantic Ocean).

6 Pu
(Purple)

Picture books and chapter books with 11–15 academic words per full page of text. Complex sentence structures may have 
lots of embedded clauses. Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 6th grader (e.g., basic knowledge of American 
history and world geography). 

7 1Br
(1 Bronze)

Young adult. Vocabulary includes approximately 16–20 academic words on a full page of text. Assumes background 
knowledge of a proficient 7th or 8th grader, including world history, world geography, science, and social studies concepts. 
Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 

Young adult. Vocabulary (approximately 20–24 academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts (e.g., 

Young adult and adult. Vocabulary (approximately 25+ academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts 
(e.g., class struggle, inertia, cognition, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 11th or 
12th grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts. May assume adult perspectives 

Use SchoolPace® to monitor and accelerate student progress in real time.
Call to learn more: 866.810.BOOK (2665) or visit us at www.americanreading.com

*265965*
LEVELING-POSTER-IRLA-V2

Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 
and vocabulary of individual readers than on the difficulty of the text.  8 2Br

(2 Bronze)

9–10 Si
(Silver)

Young adult. Vocabulary (approximately 20–24 academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts (e.g., 
economy, reformation, labor union, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 9th or 10th 
grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts.

11–12 Gl
(Gold)

Young adult and adult. Vocabulary (approximately 25+ academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts 
(e.g., class struggle, inertia, cognition, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 11th or 
12th grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts. May assume adult perspectives 
and experiences.

*265965**265965* Use SchoolPace® to monitor and accelerate student progress in real time.Use SchoolPace® to monitor and accelerate student progress in real time.Use SchoolPace® to monitor and accelerate student progress in real time.Use SchoolPace® to monitor and accelerate student progress in real time.Use SchoolPace® to monitor and accelerate student progress in real time.Use SchoolPace® to monitor and accelerate student progress in real time.Use SchoolPace® to monitor and accelerate student progress in real time.

economy, reformation, labor union, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 9th or 10th 

7 (1 Bronze)
Young adult. Vocabulary includes approximately 16–20 academic words on a full page of text. Assumes background 
knowledge of a proficient 7th or 8th grader, including world history, world geography, science, and social studies concepts. 
Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 

Young adult. Vocabulary includes approximately 16–20 academic words on a full page of text. Assumes background 
knowledge of a proficient 7th or 8th grader, including world history, world geography, science, and social studies concepts. 
Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 

Young adult. Vocabulary includes approximately 16–20 academic words on a full page of text. Assumes background 
knowledge of a proficient 7th or 8th grader, including world history, world geography, science, and social studies concepts. 
Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 

Young adult. Vocabulary includes approximately 16–20 academic words on a full page of text. Assumes background 
knowledge of a proficient 7th or 8th grader, including world history, world geography, science, and social studies concepts. 
Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 

Young adult. Vocabulary includes approximately 16–20 academic words on a full page of text. Assumes background 
knowledge of a proficient 7th or 8th grader, including world history, world geography, science, and social studies concepts. 
Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 

Young adult. Vocabulary includes approximately 16–20 academic words on a full page of text. Assumes background 
knowledge of a proficient 7th or 8th grader, including world history, world geography, science, and social studies concepts. 
Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 

Young adult. Vocabulary includes approximately 16–20 academic words on a full page of text. Assumes background 
knowledge of a proficient 7th or 8th grader, including world history, world geography, science, and social studies concepts. 
Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 

Young adult. Vocabulary includes approximately 16–20 academic words on a full page of text. Assumes background 
knowledge of a proficient 7th or 8th grader, including world history, world geography, science, and social studies concepts. 
Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 

Young adult. Vocabulary includes approximately 16–20 academic words on a full page of text. Assumes background 
knowledge of a proficient 7th or 8th grader, including world history, world geography, science, and social studies concepts. 
Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 
knowledge of a proficient 7th or 8th grader, including world history, world geography, science, and social studies concepts. 
Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 

(Purple)(Purple) history and world geography). 

Picture books and chapter books with 11–15 academic words per full page of text. Complex sentence structures may have 
lots of embedded clauses. Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 6th grader (e.g., basic knowledge of American 
history and world geography). 

Picture books and chapter books with 11–15 academic words per full page of text. Complex sentence structures may have 
lots of embedded clauses. Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 6th grader (e.g., basic knowledge of American 
history and world geography). 

Picture books and chapter books with 11–15 academic words per full page of text. Complex sentence structures may have 
lots of embedded clauses. Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 6th grader (e.g., basic knowledge of American 
Picture books and chapter books with 11–15 academic words per full page of text. Complex sentence structures may have 
lots of embedded clauses. Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 6th grader (e.g., basic knowledge of American 
Picture books and chapter books with 11–15 academic words per full page of text. Complex sentence structures may have 
lots of embedded clauses. Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 6th grader (e.g., basic knowledge of American 
Picture books and chapter books with 11–15 academic words per full page of text. Complex sentence structures may have 
lots of embedded clauses. Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 6th grader (e.g., basic knowledge of American 
Picture books and chapter books with 11–15 academic words per full page of text. Complex sentence structures may have 
lots of embedded clauses. Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 6th grader (e.g., basic knowledge of American 
Picture books and chapter books with 11–15 academic words per full page of text. Complex sentence structures may have 
lots of embedded clauses. Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 6th grader (e.g., basic knowledge of American 
Picture books and chapter books with 11–15 academic words per full page of text. Complex sentence structures may have 
lots of embedded clauses. Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 6th grader (e.g., basic knowledge of American 

5 (Orange)
Picture books and chapter books with 6–10 academic words on a full page of text. Frequent use of compound and complex 
sentences. Assumes knowledge of American geography (e.g., Rocky Mountains, Atlantic Ocean).
Picture books and chapter books with 6–10 academic words on a full page of text. Frequent use of compound and complex 
sentences. Assumes knowledge of American geography (e.g., Rocky Mountains, Atlantic Ocean).
Picture books and chapter books with 6–10 academic words on a full page of text. Frequent use of compound and complex 
sentences. Assumes knowledge of American geography (e.g., Rocky Mountains, Atlantic Ocean).
Picture books and chapter books with 6–10 academic words on a full page of text. Frequent use of compound and complex 
sentences. Assumes knowledge of American geography (e.g., Rocky Mountains, Atlantic Ocean).
Picture books and chapter books with 6–10 academic words on a full page of text. Frequent use of compound and complex 
sentences. Assumes knowledge of American geography (e.g., Rocky Mountains, Atlantic Ocean).
Picture books and chapter books with 6–10 academic words on a full page of text. Frequent use of compound and complex 
sentences. Assumes knowledge of American geography (e.g., Rocky Mountains, Atlantic Ocean).
Picture books and chapter books with 6–10 academic words on a full page of text. Frequent use of compound and complex 
sentences. Assumes knowledge of American geography (e.g., Rocky Mountains, Atlantic Ocean).
Picture books and chapter books with 6–10 academic words on a full page of text. Frequent use of compound and complex 
sentences. Assumes knowledge of American geography (e.g., Rocky Mountains, Atlantic Ocean).
Picture books and chapter books with 6–10 academic words on a full page of text. Frequent use of compound and complex Picture books and chapter books with 6–10 academic words on a full page of text. Frequent use of compound and complex 

(Black) Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 4th grader (e.g., sense of historic time and universal space).Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 4th grader (e.g., sense of historic time and universal space).Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 4th grader (e.g., sense of historic time and universal space).Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 4th grader (e.g., sense of historic time and universal space).Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 4th grader (e.g., sense of historic time and universal space).Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 4th grader (e.g., sense of historic time and universal space).Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 4th grader (e.g., sense of historic time and universal space).Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 4th grader (e.g., sense of historic time and universal space).

1R Picture books written with simple, regular three-syllable words, two-syllable words with vowel digraphs, and three-letter Picture books written with simple, regular three-syllable words, two-syllable words with vowel digraphs, and three-letter Picture books written with simple, regular three-syllable words, two-syllable words with vowel digraphs, and three-letter Picture books written with simple, regular three-syllable words, two-syllable words with vowel digraphs, and three-letter Picture books written with simple, regular three-syllable words, two-syllable words with vowel digraphs, and three-letter Picture books written with simple, regular three-syllable words, two-syllable words with vowel digraphs, and three-letter Picture books written with simple, regular three-syllable words, two-syllable words with vowel digraphs, and three-letter Picture books written with simple, regular three-syllable words, two-syllable words with vowel digraphs, and three-letter Picture books written with simple, regular three-syllable words, two-syllable words with vowel digraphs, and three-letter Picture books written with simple, regular three-syllable words, two-syllable words with vowel digraphs, and three-letter 

(1 Blue) from basic sight words and words from one-syllable word families (

Beginning readers in bookstores and libraries. Uses simple two-syllable words (compound words, endings, basic 

from basic sight words and words from one-syllable word families (

Beginning readers in bookstores and libraries. Uses simple two-syllable words (compound words, endings, basic 

from basic sight words and words from one-syllable word families (

Beginning readers in bookstores and libraries. Uses simple two-syllable words (compound words, endings, basic 

from basic sight words and words from one-syllable word families (

Beginning readers in bookstores and libraries. Uses simple two-syllable words (compound words, endings, basic 

from basic sight words and words from one-syllable word families (

Beginning readers in bookstores and libraries. Uses simple two-syllable words (compound words, endings, basic 

Matt

Beginning readers in bookstores and libraries. Uses simple two-syllable words (compound words, endings, basic 

bike, Mike

Beginning readers in bookstores and libraries. Uses simple two-syllable words (compound words, endings, basic Beginning readers in bookstores and libraries. Uses simple two-syllable words (compound words, endings, basic Beginning readers in bookstores and libraries. Uses simple two-syllable words (compound words, endings, basic 

Simple sentences using the first 110 sight words. Initial blends and digraphs required.Simple sentences using the first 110 sight words. Initial blends and digraphs required.Simple sentences using the first 110 sight words. Initial blends and digraphs required.Simple sentences using the first 110 sight words. Initial blends and digraphs required.Simple sentences using the first 110 sight words. Initial blends and digraphs required.Simple sentences using the first 110 sight words. Initial blends and digraphs required.Simple sentences using the first 110 sight words. Initial blends and digraphs required.

11–12 (Gold)
(e.g., class struggle, inertia, cognition, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 11th or 
12th grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts. May assume adult perspectives 
and experiences.

(e.g., class struggle, inertia, cognition, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 11th or 
12th grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts. May assume adult perspectives 
and experiences.

(e.g., class struggle, inertia, cognition, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 11th or 
12th grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts. May assume adult perspectives 
(e.g., class struggle, inertia, cognition, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 11th or 
12th grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts. May assume adult perspectives 
(e.g., class struggle, inertia, cognition, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 11th or 
12th grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts. May assume adult perspectives 
(e.g., class struggle, inertia, cognition, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 11th or 
12th grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts. May assume adult perspectives 
(e.g., class struggle, inertia, cognition, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 11th or 
12th grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts. May assume adult perspectives 

9–10 (Silver)(Silver)

Young adult. Vocabulary (approximately 20–24 academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts (e.g., 
economy, reformation, labor union, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 9th or 10th 
grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts.

Young adult. Vocabulary (approximately 20–24 academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts (e.g., 
economy, reformation, labor union, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 9th or 10th 
grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts.

Young adult. Vocabulary (approximately 20–24 academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts (e.g., 
economy, reformation, labor union, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 9th or 10th 
grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts.

Young adult. Vocabulary (approximately 20–24 academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts (e.g., 
economy, reformation, labor union, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 9th or 10th 
grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts.

Young adult. Vocabulary (approximately 20–24 academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts (e.g., 
economy, reformation, labor union, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 9th or 10th 
grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts.

Young adult. Vocabulary (approximately 20–24 academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts (e.g., 
economy, reformation, labor union, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 9th or 10th 
grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts.

Young adult. Vocabulary (approximately 20–24 academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts (e.g., 
economy, reformation, labor union, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 9th or 10th 

2Br Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 
and vocabulary of individual readers than on the difficulty of the text.  
Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 
and vocabulary of individual readers than on the difficulty of the text.  
Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 
and vocabulary of individual readers than on the difficulty of the text.  
Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 
and vocabulary of individual readers than on the difficulty of the text.  
Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 
and vocabulary of individual readers than on the difficulty of the text.  
Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 
and vocabulary of individual readers than on the difficulty of the text.  
Which Br books will be difficult for which readers is more dependent on the background knowledge, genre knowledge, 

Guide to IRLA Coaching with

Multilingual 
Learners

IRLA
®: Independent Reading

Level Assessment® Framework

Young adult. Vocabulary (approximately 20–24 academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts (e.g., 
economy, reformation, labor union, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 9th or 10th 

Young adult and adult. Vocabulary (approximately 25+ academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts 
(e.g., class struggle, inertia, cognition, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 11th or 
12th grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts. May assume adult perspectives 

www.americanreading.com

Young adult. Vocabulary (approximately 20–24 academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts (e.g., 
economy, reformation, labor union, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 9th or 10th 

Young adult and adult. Vocabulary (approximately 25+ academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts 
(e.g., class struggle, inertia, cognition, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 11th or 
12th grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts. May assume adult perspectives 

www.americanreading.com
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— 1050L–1335L1050L–1335L —

The House on Mango Street
Annie John
Fallen Angels

Young adult. Vocabulary (approximately 20–24 academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts (e.g., 
economy, reformation, labor union, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 9th or 10th economy, reformation, labor union, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 9th or 10th 
Young adult. Vocabulary (approximately 20–24 academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts (e.g., 
economy, reformation, labor union, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 9th or 10th 
Young adult. Vocabulary (approximately 20–24 academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts (e.g., 
economy, reformation, labor union, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 9th or 10th economy, reformation, labor union, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 9th or 10th 

Young adult and adult. Vocabulary (approximately 25+ academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts 
(e.g., class struggle, inertia, cognition, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 11th or 
12th grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts. May assume adult perspectives 

www.americanreading.com and 

(e.g., class struggle, inertia, cognition, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 11th or 
12th grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts. May assume adult perspectives 

IRLA
®

A
®

A

Fallen Angels
Twilight

— 1185L–1385L1185L–1385L —

Snow Falling on Cedars
Jurassic Park
The Piano Lesson
When I Was Puerto Rican

Young adult and adult. Vocabulary (approximately 25+ academic words on a full page of text) embodies larger concepts 
(e.g., class struggle, inertia, cognition, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 11th or 
12th grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts. May assume adult perspectives 
(e.g., class struggle, inertia, cognition, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 11th or 
12th grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts. May assume adult perspectives 
(e.g., class struggle, inertia, cognition, abstract poetic metaphor). Assumes background knowledge of a proficient 11th or 
12th grader, including world history, geography, science, and social studies concepts. May assume adult perspectives 
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Effective Reading

A Transformative Education Approach

When I read, I ask:

Description
What is the author telling me?

What? When? Where? Who? Why?

Personal 

Interpretation

How do I feel about this? 

Have I had experiences similar or different to these ones?

Critical/

Multicultural/

Anti-Bias Analysis

Is what happened right (fair, kind, moral, appropriate)?

Who benefits (suffers) in a situation like this?

Has anyone been excluded from this text? 

Who is left out? Why?

Does this text allow for human diversity?

Creative/ 

Transformation

What will I take away from this experience?

What might I do in a situation like the one in the text?

How can I improve my life/conditions/relations?

Reading is more than a source of information and entertainment. 

It is an empowering act.
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What? When? Where? Who? Why?

Have I had experiences similar or different to these ones?

Is what happened right (fair, kind, moral, appropriate)?

Who benefits (suffers) in a situation like this?

Has anyone been excluded from this text? 

Does this text allow for human diversity?

What will I take away from this experience?

What might I do in a situation like the one in the text?

How can I improve my life/conditions/relations?
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Effective Reading

A Transformative Education Approach

When I read, I ask:

Description
What is the author telling me?

What? When? Where? Who? Why?

Personal 

Interpretation

How do I feel about this? 

Have I had experiences similar or different to these ones?

Critical/
Multicultural/

Anti-Bias Analysis

Is what happened right (fair, kind, moral, appropriate)?

Who benefits (suffers) in a situation like this?

Has anyone been excluded from this text? 

Who is left out? Why?

Does this text allow for human diversity?

Creative/ 

Transformation

What will I take away from this experience?

What might I do in a situation like the one in the text?

How can I improve my life/conditions/relations?

Reading is more than a source of information and entertainment. 

It is an empowering act.
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Active Reading Habits
1. Read three-syllable words built from basic chunks (
2. Use three-letter blends (splash/catch).
3. Read two-syllable words with long vowels (
4. Read words with these endings (-y, -ly, -ier
5. Use all vowel combinations to read new words (
6. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
7. Read comfortably and with expression, using punctuation.
8. Read silently for 30 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

10. Find a favorite picture book series (or author) and read them all.
11. Read fiction, nonfiction, fables, and folktales. 

Literature Informational Text
1. Retell the story in 3 sentences: 

In the beginning... 
In the middle... 
In the end...

2. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events 
in the story?

3. Describe the setting, where 
and when the story 
takes place.

4. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for 
different characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of 
this story? How do you know?

1. Tell the main topic of:
• The whole text
• One paragraph or page

2. What did you learn from 
your reading

3. What questions do you have
4. What text features does 

your book have for finding 
information quickly
how you can use them.

5. Why do you think the author 
wrote this book
the most important thing s/he 
wanted us to learn

1R: Skills Card
Reader: Room: 

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Read three-syllable words built from basic chunks (

Read two-syllable words with long vowels (Ruby
-ier, -iest

Use all vowel combinations to read new words (
Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
Read comfortably and with expression, using punctuation.
Read silently for 30 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
Find a favorite picture book series (or author) and read them all.
Read fiction, nonfiction, fables, and folktales. 

Informational Text
Tell the main topic of:

The whole text
One paragraph or page

What did you learn from 
your reading

 Skills Card
Room: 

 Support answers with evidence from the text.
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Literature
1. Describe the setting (time and place) and compare it to other stories.
2. Describe the characters and how their actions influence events in the story.
3. Retell the key events of the plot in chronological sequence.
4. Identify the narrator. Is the story told in first or third person?
5. Describe the central problem and explain how it is resolved. 
6. What is the central message, lesson, or moral? How did the author convey it?
7. How is your point of view on the theme or conflict different or the same as the narrator’s or the characters’?

Informational Text
1. What is the main idea and how do you know?
2. What key facts or ideas support the main idea?
3. Does the author state any opinions? What is the author’s point of view? How do you know? How is yours different?
4. What questions would you ask the author?
5. Show how you can use text features to locate information in the text.
6. Explain how the author organizes the information (e.g., time sequence, steps in a procedure, pro/con, compare/contrast, cause/effect, etc.).

Range of Reading
1. Finish a chapter book every week.
2. Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.3. Read something you like from each of these genres:•Informational text (Science, History/Social Studies) •Fiction stories (Realistic Fiction, Mystery, Humor) •Traditional tales (Fables, Folktales, Myths)•Poetry and drama

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to hypothesize meaning.
• Distinguish shades of meaning among related words (e.g., knew, believed, suspected).
• Word Parts: Notice and use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to the meanings of unknown words.
• Figurative Language: Distinguish between literal and nonliteral language.
Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Reader: 
Room: 

Wt: Skills Card

Informational Text
What is the main idea and how do you know?
What key facts or ideas support the 

Does the author state any opinions? What is the author’s point of view? How do you know? How is yours different?
What questions would you ask the author?
Show how you can use text features to locate information in the text.
Explain how the author organizes the information (e.g., time sequence, steps in 

Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.Read something you like from each of these genres:Informational text (Science, History/Social Studies) Fiction stories (Realistic Fiction, Mystery, Humor) 

Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 
Distinguish shades of meaning among related words (e.g., knew, 
Word Parts: Notice and use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to the meanings of 
Figurative Language: Distinguish between literal and nonliteral language.

 Support answers with evidence from the text.

Room: 

 Skills Card
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Literature
1. Using specific details from the text, describe in depth:•A major character.•A minor character.•The narrator (first or third person).
•The setting (time, place, historical era).
•A key event.

2. Retell the key events of the plot in chronological sequence.3. What is the theme of the text? How do you know?
4. What other things have you read with a similar theme? How does this compare?

5. What form (genre) of literature is this? How do you know? Describe its basic structural elements.

Informational Text
1. Tell the author’s main idea in one sentence.2. List the key facts and ideas that support the author’s main idea.

3. Summarize the information presented. Tell exactly what happened and why. Use specific information from the text.
4. What do you think is your author’s opinion or perspective on this material? How is it different from yours?

5. How did the author organize the information (e.g., chronological order, compare/contrast, pro/con, cause/effect, problem/solution, exposition, etc.)?6. Was this a firsthand or secondhand account? How do you know?
7. Explain one of the graphic features in the text (e.g., charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, maps, tables, etc.) and describe how the information adds to the rest 

of the text.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.2. Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.

3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.
4. Read Biography, Contemporary Fiction, Traditional Tales, Poetry, Drama, Science, 

and History.
5. Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.Vocabulary & Language• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to hypothesize meaning.

• Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Distinguish shades of meaning between potential synonyms (e.g., whispered vs. whispered vs. whispered grumbled).

• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., simile or metaphor). 

Describe its meaning and effect.
Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

*265442*
SC-CCR-BK-V9

Reader: 
Room: 

Bk: Skills Card
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Research Labs

Grab and Go Packs ensure students 
with limited or no internet access can 
continue learning at home. Perfect for 
all learners, including ELL and Special 
Education—the sanitized shrink-wrapped 
packs make distribution safe and easy. 
Schools can deliver to community 
centers, school meal sites, school bus 
stops, or even directly to homes.

Step # Title Date Pages Level Coach’s Signature Home

Reading Log
(20 Lines)

Please indicate which Steps the reader read at home with an asterisk (*) in the “Home” column.

ATTENTION HOME COACHES: Please sign 
only if you heard or saw the student reading.

Name:

Grade: Room:

Each Step represents 15 minutes of reading.

© 2020 by American Reading Company®

Total # of Steps to date = _______. This number divided by 4 = _______ Total Hours of Reading

10
0 BOOK

CH ALLENG
E

LOGSHEET-20LINES
*258445*

Grades 3-5
Research Quest

Name: ____________________________

Class: _____________________________

CORE
ARC

Class: _____________________________
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What are you thinking?

I make predictions

I make connections

I visualize

To my life

To the world

To other things I’ve read

Active Reading
Reader: 

    Room: 

*192026*
SC-CCR-RDG

Weather & Climate VocabularyTypes
blizzard
clouds

Data
air mass
Celsius (C°)
degree
Fahrenheit (F°)
forecast
meteorologist
meteorology
predict

Patterns & 
Causes
air pressure
atmosphere
condensation
evaporation
humidity
moisture

pollution
precipitation
saturation

temperature
water cycle
weather conditions
wind direction
wind speed

Impacts & 
Relief
avalanche
crop damage
debris
disease
drown
education
erosion
exposure
famine
flood barrier
freeze
frostbite
heat stroke
hypothermia
natural disaster
power outage
property damage
warning
weather alerts
wildfires

Technology
anemometer
barometer
lightning rod
satellite
thermometer
weather balloon
weather map
wind sock
wind vane
wind turbine

drought
Celsius (C°)
degree
Fahrenheit (F°)
forecast
meteorologist
meteorology
predict

Patterns & 
Causes
air pressure
atmosphere
condensation
evaporation
humidity
moisture
ocean
pollution
precipitation
saturation
season
sunlight
temperature
water cycle
weather conditions
wind direction
wind speed

Select a weather phenomenon to research. 

Research Questions:

1. Define and describe it.

2. In which climates is it most likely to occur? Why? 

3. What data sets do scientists collect on it? Why? What long-

term patterns do these data sets reveal?

4. What is its role in the water cycle?

5. What natural hazards can it cause? How?

6. How can these hazards impact society and the environment?

7. What are some ways we can reduce the societal or 

environmental impact of these hazards?

Research Card
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Reader:_____________________________ Room: ___________
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Final Project
Organizer

Name:       Room:   Weather Phenomenon:              
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Define & 
Describe Occurrence Data Water Cycle Natural 

Hazards Impact Impact 
Reduction

Define 
and describe it.

In which climates 
is it most likely to 

occur? Why?

What data sets do 
scientists collect 

on it? Why? What 
long-term patterns 
do these data sets 

reveal?

What is its role in 
the water cycle?

What natural 
hazards can it 
cause? How?

How can these 
hazards impact 
society and the 
environment?

What are some 
ways we can reduce 

the societal or 
environmental 

impact of these 
hazards?

Final Project Organizer Overview
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t: s

tor
m

© 2011 by American Reading Company®

Student’s Name: ________________________________________
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#1 Drafting
Informational Writing#1 Drafting
Informational Writing#1 Drafting

1 Final Project Organizers: Complete your Final Project 

Organizer.

2
Models: Look through examples of informational books to 

see how they are organized: cover, title page, dedication, 

table of contents, text, illustrations, glossary, captions, etc. 

Look for good ideas.

3
Create Your Draft Book: Create a draft book by stapling 

blank pages in the same size and shape as your finished book. 

Use this paper book to design and write your draft copy.

4
Page Plan: Plan what will go on each page of your book: 

dedication, index, text, illustration, etc. Label every page of 

your draft book, using Post-Its or pieces of paper and tape.

5
Content Plan: Decide what content you will put into your 

book and how it will be organized. Create your table of 

contents.

6

Page Layout: Plan each page of text. Where will the words 

go, and where will the illustrations go? Cut out pieces of 

paper in the right size and shape for the text on each page. 

Tape or staple in place lightly. Using paper cutouts will allow 

you to draft, revise, and edit your text without having to 

redo your draft book.

7

Draft: Using your organizers, choose the big idea that 

you want to communicate for your first chapter. Create an 

interesting topic sentence that clearly communicates your 

big idea. Provide details to explain and support it. Repeat for 

each chapter.

________________________________________

RCH

First-, second-, or third-person narrator is consistent.

Verbs agree with nouns and pronouns.

The sentences used are varied in type.

Every sentence ends with an end mark (. ? ! ).

Words in lists are separated by commas.

Direct quotations are set up correctly.

Every sentence begins with a capital letter.

The proper name of any person, place, or thing 

Every major word in a title begins with a capital 

Homonyms have been double-checked.

#3 Editing
________________________________________

#1 Drafting
Informational Writing#1 Drafting
Informational Writing#1 Drafting

 Complete your Final Project 

Look through examples of informational books to 

see how they are organized: cover, title page, dedication, 

table of contents, text, illustrations, glossary, captions, etc. 

 Create a draft book by stapling 

blank pages in the same size and shape as your finished book. 

Use this paper book to design and write your draft copy.

 Plan what will go on each page of your book: 

dedication, index, text, illustration, etc. Label every page of 

your draft book, using Post-Its or pieces of paper and tape.

 Decide what content you will put into your 

book and how it will be organized. Create your table of 

 Plan each page of text. Where will the words 

go, and where will the illustrations go? Cut out pieces of 

paper in the right size and shape for the text on each page. 

Tape or staple in place lightly. Using paper cutouts will allow 

you to draft, revise, and edit your text without having to 

Using your organizers, choose the big idea that 

you want to communicate for your first chapter. Create an 

interesting topic sentence that clearly communicates your 

big idea. Provide details to explain and support it. Repeat for 
© 2011 by American Reading Company®
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First-, second-, or third-person narrator is consistent.

Verbs agree with nouns and pronouns.

There are no sentence fragments.

There are no run-on sentences.

The sentences used are varied in type.

Every sentence ends with an end mark (. ? ! ).

Words in lists are separated by commas.

Direct quotations are set up correctly.

Apostrophes are used correctly.

Every sentence begins with a capital letter.

The proper name of any person, place, or thing 

begins with a capital letter.

Every major word in a title begins with a capital 

Every word is spelled correctly.

Homonyms have been double-checked.

#3 Editing
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#2 Revising
Informational Writing#2 Revising
Informational Writing#2 Revising

Read your first draft out loud. Ask yourself:
Date 

Complete

1. Focus 

• Who is my audience? 

• What do I want my reader to learn (main ideas)?

Rework to clarify/develop your main ideas. Remove anything 

that doesn’t contribute to your focus. 

2. Content

• Complete: Have I included the most significant and 

relevant facts, definitions, examples, and concrete details to 

support my ideas? 

• Accurate: Is this information accurate? 

• Credible: Are my sources credible? 

3. Organization

• Are my ideas presented in the most effective order/

structure? 

• Have I used headings and/or visuals?

• Do transition words help the reader move through each 

paragraph and between paragraphs easily?

Reorganize and revise to make your writing a unified whole.

4. Style

Read good examples of informational writing. Rewrite your 

book so that it sounds the way you want it to sound. Read it 

out loud and keep reworking it until you love it. Use precise 

language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

________________________________________

First-, second-, or third-person narrator is consistent.

Every sentence ends with an end mark (. ? ! ).

Every sentence begins with a capital letter.

The proper name of any person, place, or thing 

Every major word in a title begins with a capital 

#3 Editing
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Date Complete

1. Draft Book: Decide what will go on each page 

of your book. Label each page with a Post-it to 

prevent major mistakes.

2. Plan Location of Words: Decide how the text will 

relate to the illustrations. Will the words be at the 

bottom? In dialogue bubbles? In the middle with 

illustrations for borders? Look for good ideas in 

other books. 

3. Plan What Goes on Each Page: Divide your final 

draft into pages. Plan what illustrations, charts, 

or diagrams will go on each page. Make sure the 

graphics reflect the content on that page.

4. Select Style for Illustrations & Graphics: Study 

the graphics and artwork in other books. What 

style do you like? How will you use illustrations to 

contribute to your focus or purpose?

5. Complete Illustrations & Graphics: Draw your 

pictures and design your graphics. Make sure your 

illustrations show the real environment of your 

main character or topic. This may involve more 

research.

6. Write the Text: Type or write your piece and put it 

into the book.

7. Complete Special Text Features: Design and 

write your special sections. Use other authors’ 

work as models (e.g., title page, dedication, 

glossary, About the Author).

8. About the Author Page: Consider including your 

photograph on your About the Author page.

#4 Publishing
Informational Writing#4 Publishing
Informational Writing#4 Publishing

Materials shown are a representative sample—titles subject to change based on availability.Materials shown are a representative sample—titles subject to change based on availability.Materials shown are a representative sample—titles subject to change based on availability. ARC05.04.21
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= Basket of 20–25 Titles

Summer Semester Thematic Units of Study
English Themes Grade 1-3Y 1G 2G 1B 2B 1R 2R Wt Bk Or Pu 1Br 2Br Si Gl

Life Science

Animal Adaptations 4–5

Bugs in Their Ecosystems 2–3

Biology K

Ecosystems 4–11

Human Body 6–7

Marine Life 2–11

Plants 1

Wild & Endangered Animals 1

Earth & Space Science 

Environmental Studies 7–11

Geology 6–7

Space 5–11

Weather & Climate 2–7

Physical Science

Energy 9–11

World History

Sports & Society 3 & 9–11

American History

American Revolution & New Nation 6–7

Jobs in My Community 2

World Geography & Cultures

Countries of the World 4–5

Grade range shown is for students currently in or fi nishing the grades indicated.

Spanish Themes Grade 1-3A V T 1Az 2Az 1R 2R Bl Ne An Pú 1Br 2Br Pl Oro

Ciencias de la vida (Life Science)

Adaptaciones de los animales 4

Animales salvajes 1

Bichos en sus ecosistemas 2–3

Biología K     

Ecosistemas 4

Plantas 1

Vida marina 2–4

Ciencias de la tierra y el espacio (Earth & Space Science)

El espacio 4–5

El tiempo y el clima 2–4

Historia mundial (World History)

Deportes y sociedad 4

ARC04.29.21


