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About the Men’s Daily Bible

The CSB Men’s Daily Bible invites men from every walk of life 
into a daily conversation with God’s Word. The goal is a fuller 
understanding of Bible truth and to become more like Jesus along 
the way. Guided by General Editor and bestselling author, Robert 
Wolgemuth, alongside the wise council of his friends, this Bible is full 
of encouragement and useful tools. Here are resources to help equip 
you to live boldly and courageously in the face of everyday challenges 
unique to men like you, including relevant topics like parenting, family, 
work, the nature of God and sin, and more. 

An excellent resource for:

Individual Study
Study with a Friend
Men’s Small Groups
Men’s Sunday School Classes
Men’s Leadership
Sharing the Bible with a non-believer or new believer
Gifting to a husband, father, son, nephew, graduate, or friend
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Meet Robert Wolgemuth
GENERAL EDITOR

Robert Wolgemuth is a former president of Thomas Nelson 
Publishers, the co-founder of a publishing company (Wolgemuth & 
Hyatt, 1992), and the literary agency Wolgemuth & Associates (1998). 
He is the author of more than twenty books. A 1969 graduate of Taylor 
University, he also received an honorary doctorate in 2005. Robert 
has two married daughters, five grandchildren, and two great-grands 
named Ezra and Ruby. Robert and his wife, Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth, 
live in Southwest Michigan. In addition to writing and taking brisk walks 
to the mailbox with Nancy, Robert volunteers some of his time to her 
ministry, Revive Our Hearts.

www.robertwolgemuth.com

My hope is that you’ll find the notes, features, stories, and 
ideas my friends and I have added to these pages thought-
provoking, encouraging, challenging, and even amusing for you 
as a child of God, a man, maybe a husband and a dad. God’s 
remarkable grace is yours to embrace and enjoy.

It’s intended for ordinary guys like you and me—to use each 
day on our own. Or if you have a chance, an opportunity to 
share truth and spark a conversation with a friend in a way 
that’s easy to understand and actually means something 
helpful. And useful.
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Features

260 “Insight for the Day” Devotionals

Prepare to embrace the day ahead with 
stories about everything from temptation, 
to work, to marriage, or to leadership to 
daily prayer.

4

EVERY DAY Wisdom. 
For EVERY MAN.
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55 “Insight for Life” Articles

Read wisdom from more than 50 articles 
written by respected pastors and 
Christian leaders.
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Features

EVERY DAY Connection. 
For EVERY MAN.
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Topics Include: marriage, parenting, 
family, work, leadership, and more.
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Features

234 “Insight for the Moment” 
Callouts

Even when you’re on the run, 
you can discover practical 
wisdom you can apply in your 
life today (and every day).

95 “Questions For Men”

Find 95 questions and
answers for discussion and
related passages to think
about, all placed together
as a great resource for
individual and ministry use.

EVERY DAY Discipleship. 
For EVERY MAN.
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Features

Book Introductions

A helpful, summary 
overview of the 66 books of 
the Bible.

PLUS

Smyth-sewn, lay-flat binding that will last a lifetime
Two-column format
Topical subject headings
Easy-to-read 9-point type size
Black-letter text
Footnotes
Two ribbon markers for easy referencing between pages
Concordance
Presentation page for gift-giving
Full-color maps
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Available Editions

Hardcover
9781087774916

$39.99

Black 
LeatherTouch
9781430094081

$59.99

Black LeatherTouch, 
Indexed
9781430094098

$69.99

Olive 
LeatherTouch
9781430094128

$59.99

Olive LeatherTouch, 
Indexed
9781430094135

$69.99

Brown 
Genuine Leather
9781430094104

$89.99

Brown Genuine 
Leather, Indexed
9781430094111

$99.99
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ACCURATE. READABLE. SHAREABLE.

The Christian Standard Bible presents the truth of God’s Word with accuracy and  

clarity for today’s readers, equipping them for lifelong discipleship. It’s a Bible you can 

teach from with confidence and a Bible you can share with your neighbor who is hearing 

God’s Word for the very first time.

THE CSB WAS CREATED TO HELP MORE 

PEOPLE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE 

WORD OF GOD. 

LEARN MORE AT CSBIBLE.COM

Bible translations shown in the top half of the chart are original translations 
directly from ancient languages to English. Versions shown below the line 

began with the English text of another Bible translation.

OPTIMAL EQUIVALENCE

The CSB was created using Optimal Equivalence, a translation philosophy that  

pursues both linguistic precision to the original languages and readability in 

contemporary English.

In the many places throughout Scripture where a word-for-word rendering is clearly 

understandable, a literal translation is used. When a word-for-word rendering might 

obscure the meaning for a modern audience, a more dynamic translation is used.  

This process assures that both the words and thoughts contained in the original text  

are conveyed as accurately as possible for today’s readers.

INTB

FORMAL:

WORD
FOR WORD

DYNAMIC:

THOUGHT
FOR THOUGH T

NASB ESV NKJV NRSV NLTL B

KJV CSB NIV GNT CEB



Timeline
Earliest pottery in 

South America 2200
Abraham 2166–1991

Construction of 
Ziggurat at Ur in 

Sumer 2100
Job 2100?–1900?

Abraham moves from 
Haran to Canaan. 2091

Destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah 2085
God’s covenant with 

Abraham 2081?
Ishmael born 2080?

Isaac 2066–1886
Jacob 2006–1859

Chinese create 
first zoo, Park of 

Intelligence. 2000
Babylonians and 

Egyptians divide days 
into hours, minutes, 
and seconds. 2000

Code of medical ethics, 
Mesopotamia 2000

Courier systems of 
communication are 

developed in both 
China and Egypt. 2000

Joseph 1915–1805
Benjamin is born; 
Rachel dies. 1900

Potter’s wheel 
is introduced to 

Crete. 1900
Use of the sail in 
the Aegean 1900
Joseph sold into 

Egypt 1898
Khnumhotep II, an 

architect of Pharaoh 
Amenemhet II, 

develops  
encryption. 1900

Musical theory, 
Mesopotamia 1800

Multiplication tables, 
Mesopotamia 1800

Babylonians develop 
catalog of stars 

and planets. 1800 
Horses are introduced 

in Egypt. 1800

2200 bc
2100 bc

2000 bc
1900 bc

1800 bc
Introduction to

Genesis
Author
Technically, the author of the book of Genesis is anonymous. It is one 
of the five books (Genesis–Deuteronomy, the Pentateuch) associated 
with Moses by both Old Testament and New Testament writers.

Date
Moses, who lived in the 1400s BC, wrote Genesis, even though the 
events he recorded occurred long before his time and the book itself 
saw later editorial updates.

Summary
This is the opening book to the world of the patriarchs—men whose 
names are indelibly chiseled on the marbled walls of history: Adam, 
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. Two things can be said 
about these men: First, they were ordinary. Read on; you’ll see. Sec-
ond, they had no idea that people would be talking about them more 
than three millennia after their deaths.

These common men did what men have been doing since time 
began. They found work to do, most married, and many had children. 
And although this may be hard to comprehend, you are a patriarch, 
too. Many years from now, even if you’re not married, your name will 
be familiar to a long line. These people will remember your gifts and 
your flaws, your successes, and your failures. This is amazing . . . and 
it’s true. Genesis provides some clues about how to prepare for this 
kind of legacy.

Key Verses
Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
Genesis 15:6: “Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as 
righteousness.”

Takeaway
Through Genesis we understand where we came from, how we wound 
up in our fallen, broken state, and the beginnings of God’s plan of 
salvation on our behalf.

Principle to Live By 
God’s Mercy (Gn 11:27–12:3)
Since God reached out to us before we reached out to Him (1Jn 4:19), 
we should always thank Him for saving us by His sovereign grace.

Outline
 I. Creation of Heaven and Earth (1:1–2:3)
 II. The Human Family In and Outside the Garden (2:4 – 4:26)
 III. Adam’s Family Line (5:1–6:8)
 IV. Noah and His Family (6:9–9:29)
 V. The Nations and the Tower of Babylon (10:1–11:26)
 VI. Father Abraham (11:27–25:11)
 VII. Ishmael’s Family Line (25:12-18)
 VIII. Isaac’s Family: Jacob and Esau (25:19–35:29)
 IX. Esau’s Family (36:1-8)
 X. Esau, Father of the Edomites (36:9–37:1)
 XI. Jacob’s Family: Joseph and His Brothers (37:2–50:26)
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The Creation

1  In  the be gin ning  God cre at ed  the heav ens 
 and  the  earth. A

2  Now  the  earth  was form less  and emp ty, 
dark ness cov ered  the sur face  of  the wa tery 
 depths,  and  the Spir it  of  God  was hov er ing 
 over  the sur face  of  the wa ters. 3  Then  God  said, 
“ Let  there  be  light,”  and  there  was  light. 4  God 
 saw  that  the  light  was  good,  and  God sep a rat-
ed  the  light  from  the dark ness. 5  God  called  the 
 light “ day,”  and  the dark ness  he  called “ night.” 
 There  was  an eve ning,  and  there  was  a morn-
ing:  one  day.

6  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  an ex panse 
be tween  the wa ters, separating wa ter  from 
wa ter.” 7  So  God  made  the ex panse  and sep a-
rat ed  the wa ter un der  the ex panse  from  the 
wa ter  above  the ex panse.  And  it  was  so. 8  God 
 called  the ex panse “ sky.” B Eve ning  came  and 
 then morn ing:  the sec ond  day.

9  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter un der  the 
 sky  be gath ered  into  one  place,  and  let  the  dry 
 land ap pear.”  And  it  was  so. 10  God  called  the 
 dry  land “ earth,”  and  the gath er ing  of  the wa-
ter  he  called “ seas.”  And  God  saw  that  it  was 
 good. 11  Then  God  said, “ Let  the  earth pro-
duce veg e ta tion: seed-bearing  plants  and 
 fruit  trees  on  the  earth bear ing  fruit  with  seed 
 in  it ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.”  And  it  was  so. 
12  The  earth pro duced veg e ta tion: seed-bear-
ing  plants ac cord ing  to  their  kinds  and  trees 
bear ing  fruit  with  seed  in  it ac cord ing  to  their 
 kinds.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 13 Eve-
ning  came  and  then morn ing:  the  third  day.

14  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  lights  in  the 
ex panse  of  the  sky  to sep a rate  the  day  from 
 the  night.  They  will  serve  as  signs  for sea sons C 
 and  for  days  and  years. 15  They  will  be  lights  in 
 the ex panse  of  the  sky  to pro vide  light  on  the 
 earth.”  And  it  was  so. 16  God  made  the  two  great 
 lights  —   the great er  light  to  rule  over  the  day 
 and  the less er  light  to  rule  over  the  night  —   as 
 well  as  the  stars. 17  God  placed  them  in  the ex-
panse  of  the  sky  to pro vide  light  on  the  earth, 
18  to  rule  the  day  and  the  night,  and  to sep a rate 
 light  from dark ness.  And  God  saw  that  it  was 
 good. 19 Eve ning  came  and  then morn ing:  the 
 fourth  day.

20  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter  swarm 
 with D liv ing crea tures,  and  let  birds  fly  above 
 the  earth  across  the ex panse  of  the  sky.” 21  So 
 God cre at ed  the  large sea-creatures  and ev-
ery liv ing crea ture  that  moves  and  swarms 
 in  the wa ter, ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.  He  also 
cre at ed ev ery  winged crea ture ac cord ing  to 
 its  kind.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 22  God 

 blessed  them: “ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply,  and  fill  the 
wa ters  of  the  seas,  and  let  the  birds mul ti ply 
 on  the  earth.” 23 Eve ning  came  and  then morn-
ing:  the  fifth  day.

24  Then  God  said, “ Let  the  earth pro duce liv-
ing crea tures ac cord ing  to  their  kinds: live-
stock, crea tures  that  crawl,  and  the wildlife  of 
 the  earth ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.”  And  it  was 
 so. 25  So  God  made  the wildlife  of  the  earth ac-
cord ing  to  their  kinds,  the live stock ac cord ing 
 to  their  kinds,  and  all  the crea tures  that  crawl 
 on  the  ground ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.  And 
 God  saw  that  it  was  good.

26  Then  God  said, “ Let  us  make  man E  in F  our 
im age, ac cord ing  to  our like ness.  They  will 
 rule  the  fish  of  the  sea,  the  birds  of  the  sky,  the 
live stock,  the  whole  earth,  and  the crea tures 
 that  crawl G  on  the  earth.”
 27 So God created man in his own image;
  he created him in the image of God;
  he created them male and female.
28  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  to  them, “ Be 
fruit ful, mul ti ply,  fill  the  earth,  and sub due  it. 
 Rule  the  fish  of  the  sea,  the  birds  of  the  sky, 
 and ev ery crea ture  that crawls  on  the  earth.” 
29  God  also  said, “ Look,  I  have giv en  you ev-
ery seed-bearing  plant  on  the sur face  of  the 
en tire  earth  and ev ery  tree  whose  fruit con-
tains  seed.  This  will  be  food  for  you, 30  for  all 
 the wildlife  of  the  earth,  for ev ery  bird  of  the 
 sky,  and  for ev ery crea ture  that crawls  on  the 
 earth  —  ev ery thing hav ing  the  breath  of  life 
 in  it  —   I  have giv en H ev ery  green  plant  for 
 food.”  And  it  was  so. 31  God  saw  all  that  he  had 
 made,  and  it  was  very  good in deed. Eve ning 
 came  and  then morn ing:  the  sixth  day.

2  So  the heav ens  and  the  earth  and ev ery-
thing  in  them  were com plet ed. 2  On  the 

sev enth I  day  God  had com plet ed  his  work 
 that  he  had  done,  and  he rest ed J  on  the sev-
enth  day  from  all  his  work  that  he  had  done. 
3  God  blessed  the sev enth  day  and de clared  it 
 holy,  for  on  it  he rest ed  from  all  his  work  of 
cre a tion.

Man and Woman in the Garden
4  These  are  the rec ords  of  the heav ens  and  the 
 earth, con cern ing  their cre a tion.  At  the  time K 
 that  the  L ORD  God  made  the  earth  and  the 
heav ens, 5  no  shrub  of  the  field  had  yet  grown 
 on  the  land, L  and  no  plant  of  the  field  had  yet 
sprout ed,  for  the  L ORD  God  had  not  made  it 
 rain  on  the  land,  and  there  was  no  man  to 
 work  the  ground. 6  But  mist  would  come  up 
 from  the  earth  and wa ter  all  the  ground. 7  Then 
 the  L ORD  God  formed  the  man  out  of  the  dust 

A 1:1 Or created the universe   B 1:8 Or “heavens.”   C 1:14 Or for the appointed times   D 1:20 Lit with swarms of    
E 1:26 Or human beings ; Hb ‘adam, also in v. 27   F 1:26 Or as   G 1:26 Or scurry   H 1:30 I have given added for clarity    
I 2:2 Sam, LXX, Syr read sixth   J 2:2 Or ceased, also in v. 3   K 2:4 Lit creation on the day   L 2:5 Or earth

2Genesis 1–2



Insight for Life

Embracing a Christian  
Worldview

by David Wheaton

 In  the be gin ning  God cre at ed  the heav ens  and  the  earth.  
Genesis 1

T he most consequential assertion in 
all of history is found in the opening 

lines of the Bible: an eternal God exists, 
creates, and speaks.

This instantly demolishes all notions of 
randomness, purposeless, and autonomy. 
The Creator is there, and we—the creat-
ed—are called to find out who He is, listen 
to what He has spoken, and learn how we 
are to worship Him.

That God exists, creates, and speaks 
are the foundation of the Christian world-
view. The rest of Scripture builds on this 
foundation, presenting a fourfold frame-
work that explains the arc of history—past, 
present, and future. 

1. God created perfection (that which 
is “good”—“very good indeed”), es-
tablishing His will and ways; 

2. Man rebelled, wreaking corruption, 
death, and alienation from God; 

3. God graciously provided the only 
way of redemption through His Son 
Jesus Christ; and

4. God will reward the righteous, punish 
the rebels, and create new heavens 
and a new earth. 

Worldview can be defined as one’s 
perspective on all matters of life, based on 
a collection of beliefs and convictions that 
drives the way a person thinks and lives. 

Our worldview is formed by our influ-
ences and experiences. Parents, teachers, 
coaches, mentors, friends, and leaders 
impact our worldview. So does what 
you and I read, watch, and hear. Our 
life experiences—where we grew up, 
our triumphs and trials—also shape our 
worldview.

In discerning which worldview a man 
should embrace, the key question is: 
Which worldview aligns with reality—the 
way things really are?  

While non-Christian worldviews may 
contain shades of truth, they are all based 
on the flawed reasonings of fallible men. 
The Christian worldview, however, is 
entirely true because it is based on the 
infallible God who reveals His flawless 
wisdom in His awesome creation, perfect 
Son, and inspired Word.

Scripture’s historical accuracy, themat-
ic consistency, fulfilled prophecies, and 
miraculous events—like the resurrection 
of Christ—demonstrate this claim of divine 
inspiration, which is why Jesus said to His 
Father, “Your word is truth” ( Jn 17:17).

To embrace a Christian worldview is 
more than assenting to the claims of Scrip-
ture. This would lead only to increased 
knowledge but not necessarily to a prom-
ise to love, obey, and worship God—the 
purpose for which we have been created.

Embracing a Christian worldview is 
ultimately about embracing Christ, “the 
one and only Son, who is himself God and 
is at the Father’s side” ( Jn 1:18).

When you believe in Christ—His sinless 
life, substitutionary death on the cross, 
and supernatural resurrection as fully 
satisfying God’s wrath and justice for your 
sin—God will rescue you “from the domain 
of darkness and [transfer you] into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves” (Col 1:13).

And then, as you draw near to Christ—
through talking to Him in prayer, hearing 
from Him through the reading and the 
faithful preaching of His Word, and en-
gaging in a local church—your worldview 
will “be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, so that you may discern what 
is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of 
God” (Rm 12:2).

What a thing to embrace and then 
share with others, all to the praise of His 
name!
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 Day 1 — Insight for the Day

Paying Attention
Passage for the Day: Genesis 1

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good in deed.  
Evening came and then morning: the sixth day.  

Genesis 1:31

D addy, watch this.” 
“Honey, are you listening to me?”

Almost every dad on Earth has heard these words. They often come from the 
young members of his family who can see him but who suspect he’s somewhere else 
in his thoughts. And if you’re not watching, you’re probably not listening. As hearing- 
impaired people know, you listen with your eyes, not your ears. 

The first chapter of Genesis contains the story of creation. It’s the written account 
of an almighty God who took nothingness and made something of it with the sound 
of His voice. God spoke, and everything appeared. From the Grand Teton mountains 
all the way down to mouse whiskers—really incredible when you think about it.

As you read this account, you’ll notice that after each day of creation, God stepped 
back and took a look at what He had done. And when He had seen it all, He declared 
it “good.”

If you’re a dad, what follows here is probably the most important thing you’ll read 
in the INSIGHT FOR THE DAY articles in this Bible.

It may be a stretch to say you “created” your family, but you surely had a lot to do 
with putting it together. None of this would have happened without you. That’s why 
these are your kids. And if you have step-kids, you’re still a huge part of their story.

The way life is, new things happen every day—new challenges at work, new tech-
nology to deal with, new aches and pains as your body gets older. It’s only natural 
to get distracted and forget to pay close attention to this thing you’ve had a part in 
building—your family.

The story of God’s creation is the story of God surveying what He had done. He 
did what He did, He took a good look—a careful look, and He was pleased. The rest 
of the Bible confirms that God kept watching, day after day. He paid close attention. 
He still does.

If you’re a dad as I am, you and I readily admit that we have a lot to learn. This 
was a whole new experience for us—something our formal education didn’t include. 
So we learn as we go. Through some trial and error, we discover what works and 
what doesn’t. But given God’s example, we should rarely catch ourselves saying, 
“You know, I never saw it coming,” “When did she start doing that?” or “I guess I just 
wasn’t paying attention.”

Our challenge is not just to live with our families but to really be there. To survey 
carefully. To understand that our job as the dad is to really see what’s going on and 
not succumb to the temptation of having our families, then getting on to the next 
thing without continuing to watch.

God’s pattern was to create, to pay close attention, and to celebrate every day.  
A pretty good model to follow, don’t you think?

  

“
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 from  the  ground  and  breathed  the  breath  of 
 life  into  his nos trils,  and  the  man be came  a liv-
ing be ing.

8  The  L ORD  God plant ed  a gar den  in  Eden,  in 
 the  east,  and  there  he  placed  the  man  he  had 
 formed. 9  The  L ORD  God  caused  to  grow  out  of 
 the  ground ev ery  tree pleas ing  in ap pear ance 
 and  good  for  food, in clud ing  the  tree  of  life  in 
 the mid dle  of  the gar den,  as  well  as  the  tree  of 
 the knowl edge  of  good  and  evil.

10  A riv er  went A  out  from  Eden  to wa ter  the 
gar den.  From  there  it di vid ed  and be came  the 
 source  of  four riv ers. B 11  The  name  of  the  first 
 is Pi shon,  which  flows  through  the en tire  land 
 of Hav i lah, C  where  there  is  gold. 12  Gold  from 
 that  land  is  pure; D bdel li um E  and  onyx F  are 
 also  there. 13  The  name  of  the sec ond riv er  is 
Gi hon,  which  flows  through  the en tire  land 
 of  Cush. 14  The  name  of  the  third riv er  is Ti gris, 
 which  runs  east  of As syr ia.  And  the  fourth riv-
er  is  the Eu phra tes.

15  The  L ORD  God  took  the  man  and  placed 
 him  in  the gar den  of  Eden  to  work  it  and 
 watch  over  it. 16  And  the  L ORD  God com mand-
ed  the  man, “ You  are  free  to  eat  from  any  tree 
 of  the gar den, 17  but  you  must  not  eat  from  the 
 tree  of  the knowl edge  of  good  and  evil,  for  on 
 the  day  you  eat  from  it,  you  will cer tain ly  die.” 
18  Then  the  L ORD  God  said, “ It  is  not  good  for 
 the  man  to  be  alone.  I  will  make  a help er cor-
re spond ing  to  him.” 19  The  L ORD  God  formed 
 out  of  the  ground ev ery  wild an i mal  and ev-
ery  bird  of  the  sky,  and  brought  each  to  the 

 man  to  see  what  he  would  call  it.  And what-
ev er  the  man  called  a liv ing crea ture,  that 
 was  its  name. 20  The  man  gave  names  to  all 
 the live stock,  to  the  birds  of  the  sky,  and  to 
ev ery  wild an i mal;  but  for  the  man G  no help-
er  was  found cor re spond ing  to  him. 21  So  the 
 L ORD  God  caused  a  deep  sleep  to  come  over 
 the  man,  and  he  slept.  God  took  one  of  his 
 ribs  and  closed  the  flesh  at  that  place. 22  Then 
 the  L ORD  God  made  the  rib  he  had tak en  from 
 the  man  into  a wom an  and  brought  her  to  the 
 man. 23  And  the  man  said:
  This one, at last, is bone of my bone
  and flesh of my flesh;
  this one will be called “woman,”
  for she was taken from man.

24  This  is  why  a  man  leaves  his fa ther  and 
moth er  and  bonds  with  his  wife,  and  they be-
come  one  flesh. 25  Both  the  man  and  his  wife 
 were na ked,  yet  felt  no  shame.

The Temptation and the Fall

3  Now  the ser pent  was  the  most cun ning 
 of  all  the  wild an i mals  that  the  L ORD  God 

 had  made.  He  said  to  the wom an, “ Did  God 
real ly  say, ‘ You  can’t  eat  from  any  tree  in  the 
gar den’? ”

2  The wom an  said  to  the ser pent, “ We  may 
 eat  the  fruit  from  the  trees  in  the gar den. 3  But 
 about  the  fruit  of  the  tree  in  the mid dle  of  the 
gar den,  God  said, ‘ You  must  not  eat  it  or  touch 
 it,  or  you  will  die.’ ”

4 “ No!  You  will cer tain ly  not  die,”  the ser-
pent  said  to  the wom an. 5 “ In  fact,  God  knows 
 that  when H  you  eat  it  your  eyes  will  be  opened 
 and  you  will  be  like  God, know ing  good  and 
 evil.” 6  The wom an  saw  that  the  tree  was  good 
 for  food  and de light ful  to  look  at,  and  that  it 
 was de sir able  for obtaining wis dom.  So  she 
 took  some  of  its  fruit  and  ate  it;  she  also  gave 
 some  to  her hus band,  who  was  with  her,  and 
 he  ate  it. 7  Then  the  eyes  of  both  of  them  were 
 opened,  and  they  knew  they  were na ked;  so 
 they  sewed  fig  leaves to geth er  and  made cov-
er ings  for them selves.

Sin’s Consequences
8  Then  the  man  and  his  wife  heard  the  sound 
 of  the  L ORD  God walk ing  in  the gar den  at  the 
 time  of  the eve ning  breeze, I  and  they  hid  from 
 the  L ORD  God  among  the  trees  of  the gar den. 
9  So  the  L ORD  God  called  out  to  the  man  and 
 said  to  him, “ Where  are  you? ”

10  And  he  said, “ I  heard  you J  in  the gar den, 
 and  I  was  afraid be cause  I  was na ked,  so  I  hid.”

Insight for the Moment
Good Work
Genesis 2:15

From the beginning, Adam was cre-
ated to work. That’s right; work was 
God’s idea. It wasn’t the result of sin 
or the consequence of God’s pun-
ishing curse—although when Adam 
disobeyed, it did make things much 
harder. (See Genesis 3:17 for more on 
this idea.)

Work is a part of who we are as men. 
And, of course, the tasks we’re faced 
with aren’t always easy, but working—
fathering, tending, leading, marketing, 
administrating, programming, lifting, 
creating, resolving, driving, implement-
ing, house painting, or whatever you 
do—was a part of God’s original design.

A 2:10 Or goes   B 2:10 Lit became four heads   C 2:11 Or of the Havilah   D 2:12 Lit good   E 2:12 A yellowish, transparent 
gum resin   F 2:12 Identity of this precious stone uncertain   G 2:20 Or for Adam   H 3:5 Lit on the day   I 3:8 Lit at the 
wind of the day   J 3:10 Lit the sound of you
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Insight for Life

No Longer Alone
by John Fuller

Then  the  L ord  God  said, “ It  is  not  good  for  the  man  to  be  alone.   
I  will  make  a help er cor re spond ing  to  him.”  

Genesis 2:18

W hen He fashioned Eve from Adam’s 
rib (2:21–22), God intended for a 

relationship between them to also be cre-
ated. Marriage. Scripture suggests that 
this union has three key purposes: lifelong 
companionship, sexual oneness, and 
procreation. You and I understand—and 
can perhaps more easily navigate—the 
sexual dimension of the relationship. It’s 
that companionship—friendship—purpose 
that often challenges us.  

Like many men, I don’t naturally “do” 
companionship well. I’m really more of 
a loner. And so, to help me move away 
from my comfort zone and grow, God 
gave me a wife.  

Since I met her on a camping trip al-
most four decades ago, Dena and I have 
been on a lifelong adventure. During our 
dating relationship, we enjoyed back-
packing, time with friends, and late-night 
discussions. Our initial relationship felt 
natural. Then we got married, and that 
easygoing time together became a little 
challenging. OK, a lot more challenging!

The difficulties popped up almost 
immediately. Our honeymoon was won-
derful except for an argument. And it 
was my fault. At a gift shop in northwest 
Arkansas, my selfishness was exposed. 
Unwilling to spend money on a memento 
she wanted, I provoked our first fight. My 
harsh words and argumentative spirit 
fractured the closeness we could—and 
should—have felt.

Maybe you can relate?
Despite our rocky honeymoon start, as 
our marriage has grown, my wife and 
I have experienced both security and 
significance. Our loyalty to a sovereign 

God and to each other strengthens the 
relationship, and so we enjoy security. I 
long to be the one person in her life who 
will faithfully walk alongside her in any 
and all circumstances. As I demonstrate 
a Christlike heart and exhibit the fruit of 
the Spirit (Gl 5), I’m giving Dena a sense of 
safety and permanence. I try to verbalize 
that commitment frequently, sometimes 
with a playful jest: “You’re stuck with me!”

So, what does it look like to have a 
deep, intimate companionship with your 
wife?  And what’s the reason? Having 
observed marital relationships for many 
years, Christian psychologist Dr. Larry 
Crabb o�ers two purposes for marriage. 
One for yourself and the other for her: 
“The security of being truly loved and 
accepted, and the significance of making 
a substantial, lasting, positive impact on 
the other person.”1 

As to significance, it seems evident that 
God intends to use my mate in a good 
way, as “sandpaper” to smooth o� the 
rough edges in my life. Certainly, God 
does the work, but Dena gets an “associ-
ate producer” credit for the way He works 
through her to cultivate a greater good in 
me. I think I’ve contributed to her growth 
as a believer, too. In our di�erences we 
complement and call out the best in each 
other. Marriage a�ords a unique oppor-
tunity to experience “iron sharpening iron” 
(see Pr 27:17).

If you’re having a marital issue or 
feeling disconnected, consider how God 
might want to accomplish something 
significant through you and your mate 
as companions and partners. He knows 
it’s not good to be alone, so I pray He will 
work through your marriage for His glory.

1 Lawrence J. Crabb Jr., The Marriage Builder (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1982). 
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11  Then  he  asked, “ Who  told  you  that  you 
 were na ked?  Did  you  eat  from  the  tree  that  I 
com mand ed  you  not  to  eat  from? ”

12  The  man re plied, “ The wom an  you  gave 
 to  be  with  me  —   she  gave  me  some  fruit  from 
 the  tree,  and  I  ate.”

13  So  the  L ORD  God  asked  the wom an, “ What 
 have  you  done? ”

 And  the wom an  said, “ The ser pent de ceived 
 me,  and  I  ate.”

14  So  the  L ORD  God  said  to  the ser pent:
  Because you have done this,
  you are cursed more than any livestock
  and more than any wild animal.
  You will move on your belly
  and eat dust all the days of your life.
 15 I will put hostility between you 

and the woman,
  and between your o�spring 

and her o�spring. A
  He will strike your head,
  and you will strike his heel.

16  He  said  to  the wom an:
  I will intensify your labor pains;
  you will bear children 

with painful e�ort.
  Your desire will be for your husband,
  yet he will rule over you.

17  And  he  said  to  the  man, “Be cause  you 
lis tened  to  your  wife  and  ate  from  the  tree 
 about  which  I com mand ed  you, ‘ Do  not  eat 
 from  it’:
  The ground is cursed because of you.
  You will eat from it by means of 

painful labor B

  all the days of your life.
 18 It will produce thorns 

and thistles for you,
  and you will eat the plants of the field.
 19 You will eat bread C by the sweat 

of your brow
  until you return to the ground,
  since you were taken from it.
  For you are dust,
  and you will return to dust.”

20  The  man  named  his  wife  Eve D be cause 
 she  was  the moth er  of  all  the liv ing. 21  The 
 L ORD  God  made cloth ing  from  skins  for  the 
 man  and  his  wife,  and  he  clothed  them.

22  The  L ORD  God  said, “ Since  the  man  has be-
come  like  one  of  us, know ing  good  and  evil,  he 
 must  not  reach  out,  take  from  the  tree  of  life, 
 eat,  and  live for ev er.” 23  So  the  L ORD  God  sent 
 him  away  from  the gar den  of  Eden  to  work 

 the  ground  from  which  he  was tak en. 24  He 
 drove  the  man  out  and sta tioned  the cher u-
bim  and  the flam ing, whirl ing  sword  east  of 
 the gar den  of  Eden  to  guard  the  way  to  the 
 tree  of  life.

Cain Murders Abel

4  The  man  was in ti mate  with  his  wife  Eve, 
 and  she con ceived  and  gave  birth  to 

 Cain.  She  said, “ I  have  had  a  male  child  with 
 the  L ORD’ s  help.” E 2  She  also  gave  birth  to  his 
broth er  Abel.  Now  Abel be came  a shep herd 
 of  flocks,  but  Cain  worked  the  ground. 3  In 
 the  course  of  time  Cain pre sent ed  some  of 
 the  land’s pro duce  as  an o� er ing  to  the  L ORD. 
4  And  Abel  also pre sent ed  an o� er ing  —   some 
 of  the first born  of  his  flock  and  their  fat por-
tions.  The  L ORD  had re gard  for  Abel  and  his 
o� er ing, 5  but  he  did  not  have re gard  for  Cain 
 and  his o� er ing.  Cain  was fu ri ous,  and  he 
 looked de spon dent.

6  Then  the  L ORD  said  to  Cain, “ Why  are  you 
fu ri ous?  And  why  do  you  look de spon dent? 
7  If  you  do  what  is  right,  won’t  you  be ac cept-
ed?  But  if  you  do  not  do  what  is  right,  sin  is 
crouch ing  at  the  door.  Its de sire  is  for  you,  but 
 you  must  rule  over  it.”

8  Cain  said  to  his broth er  Abel, “ Let’s  go  out 
 to  the  field.” F  And  while  they  were  in  the  field, 
 Cain at tacked  his broth er  Abel  and  killed  him.

9  Then  the  L ORD  said  to  Cain, “ Where  is  your 
broth er  Abel? ”

“ I  don’t  know,”  he re plied. “ Am  I  my broth-
er’s guard ian? ”

10  Then  he  said, “ What  have  you  done?  Your 
broth er’s  blood  cries  out  to  me  from  the  ground! 

Insight for the Moment
Backbreaking Stu�
Genesis 3:17–19

One of God’s punishments for Adam’s 
sin was to make work hard. It’s tough 
to imagine the ease of Adam’s work 
before sin, but you and I can easily 
picture the di�culty of work after sin. 
As a matter of fact, we’re still dealing 
with the consequences today.

Recognize what didn’t happen in 
this punishment: God didn’t make work 
shameful or bad. It was now going to 
require sweat and result in stress and 
soreness, but the fact that you and I 
have to work isn’t something we should 
ever resent.

A 3:15 Lit your seed and her seed   B 3:17 Lit it through pain   C 3:19 Or food   D 3:20 Lit Living, or Life   E 4:1 Lit the Lord   
F 4:8 Sam, LXX, Syr, Vg; MT omits “Let’s go out to the field.”
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Day 2 — INSIGHT FOR THE DAY

Perfection Includes Some Nos
Passage for the Day: Genesis 2:4–8, 15–17

 The Lord God took the man and placed him in the garden of Eden  
to work it and watch over it.  

Genesis 2:15

A t this moment I’m looking out on a mid-May Michigan afternoon. The sky includes
flu�y white cotton-candy clouds against an azure sky. I’m looking over the Saint 

Joseph River that at the moment features two pure-white wild swans floating in the 
gentle current. The flowers in the pots on the deck right in front of me feature brilliant 
blossoms. Bird feeders are covered with incredible-looking red-headed creatures 
and little wrens. The freshly mown grass frames the picture.

But as hard as it may be for me to imagine, the garden of Eden makes my vista 
look like a smoldering city dump.

Not only was Eden pretty, but it was also perfect in every other way, too. Man’s 
relationship to woman was exquisite. Flawless. Woman’s relationship to man included 
respect and a�ection. It was without shame or conflict or fear. And their relationship 
with their Creator was impeccable. Adam and Eve were delighted at all of this.

But amazingly, right in the middle of this beauty there was a no. A centrally located 
fruit-bearing tree that could not be eaten. Isn’t that incredible? The perfect garden 
of Eden included a no.

Most of the time, you and I think of pure enjoyment having no boundaries. No 
inhibitions. No nos, if you will. All yeses. We want it; we get it, and no one stops us. 
Sounds great, doesn’t it?

But God, knowing us better than we know ourselves, created us to need discipline—to 
be happier when certain restrictions and guidelines are firmly in place.

Now that I think about it, the view outside my window, the lush grass I mentioned, 
has been enhanced by some nasty chemical stu� to feed the turf and to keep weeds 
out. Occasionally this nice guy spreads smelly fertilizer on the grass. Several times a 
week, a young friend waters the pots and pinches o� ugly, drooping petunia blossoms. 

Sometimes being human requires a lot of maintenance. Regardless of your age, 
the ol’ body is beginning to show serious signs of wear and tear. Not enough ex-
ercising and too many indulgences, right? Relationally, at times you feel like your 
household’s policeman, prosecuting attorney, and judge. It seems like you’re saying 
no all the time, you’re charging your children with “crimes” you didn’t witness, and 
you’re trying to determine a fair punishment. Not exactly the stu� to award you with 
your county’s Dad of the Year.

Take heart. Even Eden, as perfect as it was, included some discipline—a no tree. 
Sometimes healthy food isn’t the most delicious, but your body is grateful that you 
often say no to junk food. And even though they may never celebrate this, your family 
is happier—and more pleasant—with the discipline you’re imposing than they would 
be without it.

The garden of Eden was a perfect home that God, the Creator of the universe, built 
Himself. When He put our ancestor Adam there, He called the man “very good” (1:31). 
And yes, the garden included the discipline of forbidden fruit, but it also included a 
heavenly Father’s tender love for His children that was unshakable and everlasting. 
What a great example of divine alignment this is for us to follow!
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11  So  now  you  are  cursed, alien at ed  from  the 
 ground  that  opened  its  mouth  to re ceive  your 
broth er’s  blood  you  have  shed. A 12  If  you  work 
 the  ground,  it  will nev er  again  give  you  its  yield. 
 You  will  be  a rest less wan der er  on  the  earth.”

13  But  Cain an swered  the  L ORD, “ My pun-
ish ment B  is  too  great  to  bear! 14  Since  you  are 
banishing  me to day  from  the  face  of  the  earth, 
 and  I  must  hide  from  your pres ence  and be-
come  a rest less wan der er  on  the  earth, who-
ev er  finds  me  will  kill  me.”

15  Then  the  L ORD re plied  to  him, “ In  that 
 case, C who ev er  kills  Cain  will su� er ven geance 
sev en  times  over.”  And  he  placed  a  mark  on 
 Cain  so  that who ev er  found  him  would  not 
 kill  him. 16  Then  Cain  went  out  from  the  L ORD’ s 
pres ence  and  lived  in  the  land  of  Nod, D  east  of 
 Eden.

The Line of Cain
17  Cain  was in ti mate  with  his  wife,  and  she 
con ceived  and  gave  birth  to  Enoch.  Then  Cain 
be came  the build er  of  a  city,  and  he  named  the 
 city  Enoch af ter  his  son. 18  Irad  was  born  to 
 Enoch,  Irad fa thered Me hu ja el, Me hu ja el fa-
thered Me thu sha el,  and Me thu sha el fa thered 
La mech. 19 La mech  took  two  wives  for him self, 
 one  named  Adah  and  the oth er  named Zil lah. 
20  Adah  bore Ja bal;  he  was  the  first E  of  the no-
madic herds men. 21  His broth er  was  named Ju-
bal;  he  was  the  first E  of  all  who  play  the  lyre 
 and  the  flute. 22 Zil lah  bore Tubal-cain,  who 
 made  all  kinds  of  bronze  and  iron  tools. Tubal- 
cain’s sis ter  was Na a mah.

23 La mech  said  to  his  wives:
  Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
  wives of Lamech, pay attention 

to my words.
  For I killed a man for wounding me,
  a young man for striking me.
 24 If Cain is to be avenged seven times over,
  then for Lamech it will be 

seventy-seven times!

25  Adam  was in ti mate  with  his  wife  again, 
 and  she  gave  birth  to  a  son  and  named  him 
 Seth,  for  she  said, “ God  has giv en F  me an oth-
er o� spring G  in  place  of  Abel,  since  Cain  killed 
 him.” 26  A  son  was  born  to  Seth  also,  and  he 
 named  him  Enosh.  At  that  time peo ple be gan 
 to  call  on  the  name  of  the  L ORD.

The Line of Seth

5  This  is  the doc u ment con tain ing  the fam-
i ly H rec ords  of  Adam. I  On  the  day  that  God 

cre at ed  man, J  he  made  him  in  the like ness  of 

 God; 2  he cre at ed  them  male  and fe male.  When 
 they  were cre at ed,  he  blessed  them  and  called 
 them man kind. K

3  Adam  was  130  years  old  when  he fa thered 
 a  son  in  his like ness, ac cord ing  to  his im age, 
 and  named  him  Seth. 4  Adam  lived  800  years 
af ter  he fa thered  Seth,  and  he fa thered oth er 
 sons  and daugh ters. 5  So  Adam’s  life last ed  930 
 years;  then  he  died.

6  Seth  was  105  years  old  when  he fa thered 
 Enosh. 7  Seth  lived  807  years af ter  he fa thered 
 Enosh,  and  he fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh-
ters. 8  So  Seth’s  life last ed  912  years;  then  he 
 died.

9  Enosh  was  90  years  old  when  he fa thered 
Ke nan. 10  Enosh  lived  815  years af ter  he fa-
thered Ke nan,  and  he fa thered oth er  sons  and 
daugh ters. 11  So  Enosh’s  life last ed  905  years; 
 then  he  died.

12 Ke nan  was  70  years  old  when  he fa thered 
Ma ha la lel. 13 Ke nan  lived  840  years af ter  he fa-
thered Ma ha la lel,  and  he fa thered oth er  sons 
 and daugh ters. 14  So Ke nan’s  life last ed  910 
 years;  then  he  died.

15 Ma ha la lel  was  65  years  old  when  he fa-
thered Ja red. 16 Ma ha la lel  lived  830  years af ter 
 he fa thered Ja red,  and  he fa thered oth er  sons 
 and daugh ters. 17  So Ma ha la lel’s  life last ed  895 
 years;  then  he  died.

18 Ja red  was  162  years  old  when  he fa thered 
 Enoch. 19 Ja red  lived  800  years af ter  he fa-
thered  Enoch,  and  he fa thered oth er  sons  and 
daugh ters. 20  So Ja red’s  life last ed  962  years; 
 then  he  died.

21  Enoch  was  65  years  old  when  he fa thered 
Me thu se lah. 22  And af ter  he fa thered Me-
thu se lah,  Enoch  walked  with  God  300  years 
 and fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 23  So 
 Enoch’s  life last ed  365  years. 24  Enoch  walked 
 with  God;  then  he  was  not  there be cause  God 
 took  him.

25 Me thu se lah  was  187  years  old  when  he fa-
thered La mech. 26 Me thu se lah  lived  782  years 
af ter  he fa thered La mech,  and  he fa thered 
oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 27  So Me thu se lah’s 
 life last ed  969  years;  then  he  died.

28 La mech  was  182  years  old  when  he fa-
thered  a  son. 29  And  he  named  him  Noah, L 
say ing, “ This  one  will  bring  us re lief  from  the 
ag o niz ing la bor  of  our  hands,  caused  by  the 
 ground  the  L ORD  has  cursed.” 30 La mech  lived 
 595  years af ter  he fa thered  Noah,  and  he fa-
thered oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 31  So La-
mech’s  life last ed  777  years;  then  he  died.

32  Noah  was  500  years  old,  and  he fa thered 
 Shem,  Ham,  and Ja pheth.

A 4:11 Lit blood from your hand   B 4:13 Or sin   C 4:15 LXX, Syr, Vg read “Not so! ”   D 4:16 Lit Wandering   E 4:20,21 Lit father   
F 4:25 The Hb word for given sounds like the name “Seth.”   G 4:25 Lit seed   H 5:1 Lit written family   I 5:1 Or mankind   
J 5:1 Or Adam, human beings   K 5:2 Hb ‘adam   L 5:29 In Hb, the name Noah sounds like “bring us relief.”
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Day 3 — INSIGHT FOR THE DAY

Stepping Up
Passage for the Day: Genesis 3:1–19

And he said, “I heard you in the garden,  
and I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid.”  

Genesis 3:10

T he meeting was getting hot. What had started as a session to clear the air of some 
misunderstandings was quickly deteriorating. People stood to express their an-

ger. Fingers were pointed at one another, and voices were raised to hurtful decibels.
“You lied!” one man finally charged, his eyes bearing down on me.
My heart raced. I’m sure my face flushed with embarrassment as I recalled the 

incident in question. Had I lied? I didn’t think so. Had I been deceptive? Yes. My accuser 
wasn’t satisfied. He wanted a full confession of a “lie”; simply calling it “deception” 
wouldn’t do. Then, in a quiet moment of unexpected tenderness, he softened his tone. 
“I’m not calling you a liar,” he said.

For the next hour, I sat there stunned. Even though the meeting continued with 
pointed exchanges, I hardly spoke a word. In retrospect, I know God was speaking 
to me. And what I heard Him whisper to me was incredibly helpful.

I had sincerely held my ground over the di�erence between a lie and a deception, 
but the concession that “I wasn’t a liar” had pierced my conscience. The guy was 
wrong. I am a sinful man—a liar, a thief, a selfish and lustful man. I can rightly justify 
certain actions, parsing words and clarifying my position, but the Bible makes the 
truth about me abundantly clear: “There is no one righteous, not even one” (Rm 3:10). 
This includes Adam. And me. And you.

Adam got caught, so to deflect God’s charge, he blamed Eve. Adam knew better. 
When you read the whole conversation between Eve and the serpent carefully, it’s 
clear that Adam was right there for the whole thing. Instead of interrupting the 
exchange and protecting his wife from the sneaky words of the evil one, he stood 
quietly. Passively. He watched while Eve did what God specifically had told them 
not to do. And then when challenged by his Friend—a holy God—Adam transferred 
the blame to his wife. Instead of stepping up and confessing, Adam chickened out.

Like many other men that you and I read about in the Bible, Adam did a foolish 
thing. He tried to escape, to hide from God. 

When my meeting was finished, I invited my challenger to follow me into an empty 
o�ce. Through tears of confession and remorse, I acknowledged that, even though 
we disagreed on the semantics of this particular deed, I was a sinful man, capable 
of lying, deceiving, cheating, and failing to step up to defend what was right and 
true. I asked his forgiveness. My former adversary accepted my confession, forgave 
me, and then embraced me with a few tears of his own.

God’s grace is the only chance we have to be fit as men. Our friends, our family 
must witness our courage to do the right thing. They need to hear words of confession 
coming from our lips. Their forgiveness must be sought when we fail—notice that I 
said when not if.

When we sincerely confess, they’ll forgive. If we stand silent or try to hide, we’ll lose.
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Sons of God and Daughters of Mankind

6  When man kind be gan  to mul ti ply  on  the 
 earth  and daugh ters  were  born  to  them, 

2  the  sons  of  God  saw  that  the daugh ters  of 
man kind  were beau ti ful,  and  they  took  any 
 they  chose  as  wives  for them selves. 3  And  the 
 L ORD  said, “ My Spir it  will  not re main A  with B 
man kind for ev er, be cause  they  are cor rupt. C 
 Their  days  will  be  120  years.” 4  The Neph i lim D 
 were  on  the  earth  both  in  those  days  and af-
ter ward,  when  the  sons  of  God  came  to  the 
daugh ters  of man kind,  who  bore chil dren  to 
 them.  They  were  the pow er ful  men  of  old,  the 
fa mous  men.

Judgment Decreed
5  When  the  L ORD  saw  that hu man wick ed ness 
 was wide spread  on  the  earth  and  that ev ery 
in cli na tion  of  the hu man  mind  was noth ing 
 but  evil  all  the  time, 6  the  L ORD regretted  that 
 he  had  made  man  on  the  earth,  and  he  was 
deep ly  grieved. 7  Then  the  L ORD  said, “ I  will 
 wipe man kind,  whom  I cre at ed,  o�  the  face 
 of  the  earth, to geth er  with  the an i mals, crea-
tures  that  crawl,  and  birds  of  the  sky  —   for  I 
re gret  that  I  made  them.” 8  Noah, how ev er, 
 found fa vor  with  the  L ORD.

God Warns Noah
9  These  are  the fam i ly rec ords  of  Noah.  Noah 
 was  a righ teous  man, blame less  among  his 
contemporaries;  Noah  walked  with  God. 
10  And  Noah fa thered  three  sons:  Shem,  Ham, 
 and Ja pheth.

11  Now  the  earth  was cor rupt  in  God’s  sight, 
 and  the  earth  was  filled  with wick ed ness. E 
12  God  saw  how cor rupt  the  earth  was,  for ev-
ery crea ture  had cor rupt ed  its  way  on  the 
 earth. 13  Then  God  said  to  Noah, “ I  have de-
cid ed  to  put  an  end  to ev ery crea ture,  for  the 
 earth  is  filled  with wick ed ness be cause  of 
 them; there fore  I  am go ing  to de stroy  them 
 along  with  the  earth.

14 “ Make your self  an  ark  of gopher F  wood. 
 Make  rooms  in  the  ark,  and cov er  it  with  pitch 
in side  and out side. 15  This  is  how  you  are  to 
 make  it:  The  ark  will  be  450  feet  long,  75  feet 
 wide,  and  45  feet  high. G 16  You  are  to  make  a 
 roof, H fin ish ing  the  sides  of  the  ark  to with in 
eigh teen inch es I  of  the  roof.  You  are  to  put  a 
 door  in  the  side  of  the  ark.  Make  it  with low er, 
mid dle,  and up per  decks.

17 “Un der stand  that  I  am bring ing  a  flood  
—  flood wa ters  on  the  earth  to de stroy ev ery 
crea ture un der heav en  with  the  breath  of  life 
 in  it. Ev ery thing  on  earth  will per ish. 18  But  I 

 will es tab lish  my cov enant  with  you,  and  you 
 will en ter  the  ark  with  your  sons,  your  wife, 
 and  your  sons’  wives. 19  You  are  also  to  bring 
 into  the  ark  two  of  all  the liv ing crea tures, 
 male  and fe male,  to  keep  them  alive  with  you. 
20  Two  of ev ery thing  —   from  the  birds ac cord-
ing  to  their  kinds,  from  the live stock ac cord-
ing  to  their  kinds,  and  from  the an i mals  that 
 crawl  on  the  ground ac cord ing  to  their  kinds  
—   will  come  to  you  so  that  you  can  keep  them 
 alive. 21  Take  with  you ev ery  kind  of  food  that  is 
eat en; gath er  it  as  food  for  you  and  for  them.” 
22  And  Noah  did  this.  He  did ev ery thing  that 
 God  had com mand ed  him.

Entering the Ark

7  Then  the  L ORD  said  to  Noah, “En ter  the 
 ark,  you  and  all  your house hold,  for  I  have 

 seen  that  you  alone  are righ teous be fore  me  in 
 this gen er a tion. 2  You  are  to  take  with  you sev-
en  pairs,  a  male  and  its fe male,  of  all  the  clean 
an i mals,  and  two  of  the an i mals  that  are  not 
 clean,  a  male  and  its fe male, 3  and sev en  pairs, 
 male  and fe male,  of  the  birds  of  the  sky  —   in 
or der  to  keep o� spring  alive through out  the 
 earth. 4 Sev en  days  from  now  I  will  make  it 
 rain  on  the  earth for ty  days  and for ty  nights, 
 and ev ery liv ing  thing  I  have  made  I  will  wipe 
 o�  the  face  of  the  earth.” 5  And  Noah  did ev-
ery thing  that  the  L ORD com mand ed  him.

6  Noah  was  six hun dred  years  old  when  the 
 flood  came  and wa ter cov ered  the  earth. 7  So 
 Noah,  his  sons,  his  wife,  and  his  sons’  wives 
en tered  the  ark be cause  of  the flood wa ters. 
8  From  the an i mals  that  are  clean,  and  from 
 the an i mals  that  are  not  clean,  and  from  the 
 birds  and ev ery crea ture  that crawls  on  the 
 ground, 9  two  of  each,  male  and fe male,  came 
 to  Noah  and en tered  the  ark,  just  as  God  had 
com mand ed  him. 10 Sev en  days lat er  the flood-
wa ters  came  on  the  earth.

The Flood
11  In  the  six hun dredth  year  of  Noah’s  life,  in 
 the sec ond  month,  on  the sev en teenth  day  of 
 the  month,  on  that  day  all  the  sources  of  the 
 vast wa tery  depths  burst  open,  the flood gates 
 of  the  sky  were  opened, 12  and  the  rain  fell  on 
 the  earth for ty  days  and for ty  nights. 13  On 
 that  same  day  Noah  and  his  three  sons,  Shem, 
 Ham,  and Ja pheth, en tered  the  ark,  along  with 
 Noah’s  wife  and  his  three  sons’  wives. 14  They 
en tered  it  with  all  the wildlife ac cord ing  to 
 their  kinds,  all live stock ac cord ing  to  their 
 kinds,  all  the crea tures  that  crawl  on  the  earth 
ac cord ing  to  their  kinds, ev ery fly ing crea ture  

A 6:3 Or strive   B 6:3 Or in   C 6:3 Lit flesh   D 6:4 Possibly means “fallen ones”; traditionally, “giants”; Nm 13:31–33    
E 6:11 Or injustice, also in v. 13   F 6:14 Unknown species of tree; perhaps pine or cypress   G 6:15 Or 300 cubits long,  
50 cubits wide, and 30 cubits high   H 6:16 Or window, or hatch ; Hb uncertain   I 6:16 Lit to a cubit
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Day 4 — INSIGHT FOR THE DAY

God’s Waiting Room
Passage for the Day: Genesis 8

So Noah, along with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives, came out.  
All the animals, all the creatures that crawl, and all the flying creatures  —  
 everything that moves on the earth  —  came out of the ark by their families.  

Genesis 8:18–19

W hy is this so important to you?” My late wife was fascinated with the unusual 
intensity of the way I was watching the final game of the 1984 National League 

Championship. I groaned with every strike and hollered with every ground ball that 
snaked its way through the infield. Until then this was the most important baseball 
game I had ever watched.

I have always been a Cubs fan. Having grown up in the Windy City, it was almost 
inevitable—little boys in Chicago followed the Cubbies. We made believe we were 
playing in Wrigley Field, we wore Cubs baseball caps, and we were Ron Santo, Don 
Kessinger, Glenn Beckert, and Ernie Banks, third to first. And one day, we promised 
ourselves that we were going to win the World Series.1

The Bible is full of two-part stories. The first part is the account of God’s spoken 
promise. The second part is the fulfillment of that promise. The problem is that be-
tween the first part and the second part, there is usually a gap . . . sometimes a large 
gap—a space of time where the people who received the verbal promise had to wait 
to see it come to pass. Kind of like being a Cubs fan my whole life.

From a purely practical standpoint, Noah had to wait it out in the middle of some 
miserable circumstances. He, his family, and all those animals had been cooped up 
for more than two hundred days. We can only imagine what the place must have 
looked and smelled like. The animals must have been restless. Noah’s sons certainly 
had taken their dad aside and asked him if he thought this would ever end. And Mrs. 
Noah must have been right on the edge of total insanity. And who could have blamed 
her? What an awful situation. Poor Noah.

God’s promises fill the pages of the Bible. These promises give us hope. They as-
sure us of God’s trustworthiness and abiding presence. Like the wilderness between 
Egypt and Canaan. Unfortunately, some of our lives are lived in the gap between the 
hearing of those promises and the fulfillment of them.

Have you been there? Have you done something radical—moved your family to a 
new town or changed jobs—sincerely believing it was what God wanted you to do, 
only to find yourself waiting and completely miserable? I’ve been there, too.

Well, we’re in good company—Noah, Abraham, Jacob, David, Job. Men who heard 
God’s voice, believed the promise, and then had to wait. And wait. And wait some more.

Are you waiting for something you thought God would have delivered by now—
satisfaction at work, healing from an illness, reconciliation with an old friend?

The assurance we have is that, in every case, in His own way, God meant what He 
said. His promise was good. Those who had to wait did not wait in vain. Take that 
promise with you.

By the way, the Cubs, after taking an early lead, lost that championship game to 
the Padres 6 to 4. The Padres! 

Then thirty-two years later, I would be glued to another game. Believe it or not, it’s 
game 7 of the World Series. The Cubs—my Cubs—are in a virtual fistfight in the ninth 

“

1 In 2016, exactly thirty-two years later, when I was a much older man, the Cubs brought home 
the big trophy.
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inning against a mighty Cleveland franchise. This time these guys pulled it out. After 
108 years, the Northsiders were able to hoist the trophy, which they did a week later 
in front of 5 million people.

Maybe not as thrilling as the Jews landing in the promised land. But close.

 

—   all  the  birds  and ev ery  winged crea ture  —  
ac cord ing  to  their  kinds. 15  Two  of ev ery crea-
ture  that  has  the  breath  of  life  in  it  came  to 
 Noah  and en tered  the  ark. 16  Those  that en-
tered,  male  and fe male  of ev ery crea ture, en-
tered  just  as  God  had com mand ed  him.  Then 
 the  L ORD  shut  him  in.

17  The  flood con tin ued  for for ty  days  on  the 
 earth;  the wa ter in creased  and lift ed  up  the 
 ark  so  that  it  rose  above  the  earth. 18  The wa-
ter  surged  and in creased great ly  on  the  earth, 
 and  the  ark float ed  on  the sur face  of  the wa-
ter. 19  Then  the wa ter  surged  even high er  on 
 the  earth,  and  all  the  high moun tains un der 
 the  whole  sky  were cov ered. 20  The moun tains 
 were cov ered  as  the wa ter  surged  above  them 
 more  than twen ty  feet. A 21 Ev ery crea ture per-
ished  —   those  that  crawl  on  the  earth,  birds, 
live stock, wildlife,  and  those  that  swarm  on 
 the  earth,  as  well  as  all man kind. 22 Ev ery thing 
 with  the  breath  of  the spir it  of  life  in  its nos trils  
—  ev ery thing  on  dry  land  died. 23  He  wiped  out 
ev ery liv ing  thing  that  was  on  the  face  of  the 
 earth,  from man kind  to live stock,  to crea tures 
 that  crawl,  to  the  birds  of  the  sky,  and  they 
 were  wiped  o�  the  earth.  Only  Noah  was  left, 
 and  those  that  were  with  him  in  the  ark. 24  And 
 the wa ter  surged  on  the  earth  150  days.

The Flood Recedes

8  God re mem bered  Noah,  as  well  as  all  the 
wildlife  and  all  the live stock  that  were 

 with  him  in  the  ark.  God  caused  a  wind  to  pass 
 over  the  earth,  and  the wa ter be gan  to sub-
side. 2  The  sources  of  the wa tery  depths  and 
 the flood gates  of  the  sky  were  closed,  and  the 
 rain  from  the  sky  stopped. 3  The wa ter steadi-
ly re ced ed  from  the  earth,  and  by  the  end  of 
 150  days  the wa ter  had de creased significant-
ly. 4  The  ark  came  to  rest  in  the sev enth  month, 
 on  the sev en teenth  day  of  the  month,  on  the 
moun tains  of Ar a rat.

5  The wa ter con tin ued  to re cede un til  the 
 tenth  month;  in  the  tenth  month,  on  the  first 
 day  of  the  month,  the  tops  of  the moun tains 
 were vis i ble. 6 Af ter for ty  days  Noah  opened 
 the win dow  of  the  ark  that  he  had  made, 7  and 
 he  sent  out  a ra ven.  It  went  back  and  forth 

un til  the wa ter  had  dried  up  from  the  earth. 
8  Then  he  sent  out  a  dove  to  see wheth er  the 
wa ter  on  the  earth’s sur face  had  gone  down, 
9  but  the  dove  found  no rest ing  place  for  its 
 foot.  It re turned  to  him  in  the  ark be cause wa-
ter cov ered  the sur face  of  the  whole  earth.  He 
 reached  out  and  brought  it  into  the  ark  to him-
self. 10  So  Noah wait ed sev en  more  days  and 
 sent  out  the  dove  from  the  ark  again. 11  When 
 the  dove  came  to  him  at eve ning,  there  was  a 
 plucked ol ive  leaf  in  its  beak.  So  Noah  knew 
 that  the wa ter  on  the  earth’s sur face  had  gone 
 down. 12 Af ter  he  had wait ed an oth er sev en 
 days,  he  sent  out  the  dove,  but  it  did  not re turn 
 to  him  again. 13  In  the  six hun dred  first  year, B  in 
 the  first  month,  on  the  first  day  of  the  month, 
 the wa ter  that  had cov ered  the  earth  was  dried 
 up.  Then  Noah re moved  the ark’s cov er  and 
 saw  that  the sur face  of  the  ground  was dry-
ing. 14  By  the twenty-seventh  day  of  the sec ond 
 month,  the  earth  was  dry.

The Lord’s Promise
15  Then  God  spoke  to  Noah, 16 “ Come  out  of  the 
 ark,  you,  your  wife,  your  sons,  and  your  sons’ 
 wives  with  you. 17  Bring  out  all  the liv ing crea-
tures  that  are  with  you  —   birds, live stock,  those 
 that  crawl  on  the  earth  —   and  they  will  spread 
 over  the  earth  and  be fruit ful  and mul ti ply  on 
 the  earth.” 18  So  Noah,  along  with  his  sons,  his 
 wife,  and  his  sons’  wives,  came  out. 19  All  the an i-
mals,  all  the crea tures  that  crawl,  and  all  the fly-
ing crea tures  —  ev ery thing  that  moves  on  the 
 earth  —   came  out  of  the  ark  by  their fam i lies.

20  Then  Noah  built  an al tar  to  the  L ORD.  He 
 took  some  of ev ery  kind  of  clean an i mal  and 
ev ery  kind  of  clean  bird  and o� ered  burnt of-
fer ings  on  the al tar. 21  When  the  L ORD  smelled 
 the pleas ing aro ma,  he  said  to him self, “ I  will 
nev er  again  curse  the  ground be cause  of hu-
man be ings,  even  though  the in cli na tion  of 
 the hu man  heart  is  evil  from  youth onward. 
 And  I  will nev er  again  strike  down ev ery liv-
ing  thing  as  I  have  done.
 22 As long as the earth endures,
  seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,
  summer and winter, and day and night
  will not cease.”

A 7:20 Lit surged 15 cubits   B 8:13 = of Noah’s life
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God’s Covenant with Noah

9  God  blessed  Noah  and  his  sons  and  said 
 to  them, “ Be fruit ful  and mul ti ply  and  fill 

 the  earth. 2  The  fear  and ter ror  of  you  will  be 
 in ev ery liv ing crea ture  on  the  earth, ev ery 
 bird  of  the  sky, ev ery crea ture  that crawls  on 
 the  ground,  and  all  the  fish  of  the  sea.  They  are 
 placed un der  your au thor i ty. 3 Ev ery crea ture 
 that  lives  and  moves  will  be  food  for  you;  as  I 
 gave  the  green  plants,  I  have giv en  you ev ery-
thing. 4 How ev er,  you  must  not  eat  meat  with 
 its life blood  in  it. 5  And  I  will re quire  a pen-
al ty  for  your life blood; A  I  will re quire  it  from 
 any an i mal  and  from  any hu man;  if some one 
mur ders  a fel low hu man,  I  will re quire  that 
per son’s  life.
 6 Whoever sheds human blood,
  by humans his blood will be shed,
  for God made humans in his image.
7  But  you,  be fruit ful  and mul ti ply;  spread  out 
 over  the  earth  and mul ti ply  on  it.”

8  Then  God  said  to  Noah  and  his  sons  with 
 him, 9 “Un der stand  that  I  am es tab lish ing  my 
cov enant  with  you  and  your de scen dants af-
ter  you, 10  and  with ev ery liv ing crea ture  that 
 is  with  you  —   birds, live stock,  and  all wild-
life  of  the  earth  that  are  with  you  —   all  the 
an i mals  of  the  earth  that  came  out  of  the  ark. 
11  I es tab lish  my cov enant  with  you  that nev-
er  again  will ev ery crea ture  be  wiped  out  by 
flood wa ters;  there  will nev er  again  be  a  flood 
 to de stroy  the  earth.”

12  And  God  said, “ This  is  the  sign  of  the cov-
enant  I  am mak ing be tween  me  and  you  and 
ev ery liv ing crea ture  with  you,  a cov enant  for 
 all fu ture gen er a tions: 13  I  have  placed  my  bow 
 in  the  clouds,  and  it  will  be  a  sign  of  the cov-
enant be tween  me  and  the  earth. 14 When ev-
er  I  form  clouds  over  the  earth  and  the  bow 
ap pears  in  the  clouds, 15  I  will re mem ber  my 
cov enant be tween  me  and  you  and  all  the liv-
ing crea tures: wa ter  will nev er  again be come 
 a  flood  to de stroy ev ery crea ture. 16  The  bow 
 will  be  in  the  clouds,  and  I  will  look  at  it  and 
re mem ber  the per ma nent cov enant be tween 
 God  and  all  the liv ing crea tures  on  earth.” 
17  God  said  to  Noah, “ This  is  the  sign  of  the cov-
enant  that  I  have es tab lished be tween  me  and 
ev ery crea ture  on  earth.”

Prophecies about Noah’s Family
18  Noah’s  sons  who  came  out  of  the  ark  were 
 Shem,  Ham,  and Ja pheth.  Ham  was  the fa ther 
 of Ca naan. 19  These  three  were  Noah’s  sons, 
 and  from  them  the  whole  earth  was populated.

20  Noah,  as  a  man  of  the  soil, be gan  by plant-
ing B  a vine yard. 21  He  drank  some  of  the  wine, 
be came  drunk,  and un cov ered him self in side 
 his  tent. 22  Ham,  the fa ther  of Ca naan,  saw  his 
fa ther na ked  and  told  his  two broth ers out-
side. 23  Then  Shem  and Ja pheth  took  a  cloak 
 and  placed  it  over  both  their shoul ders,  and 
walk ing back ward,  they cov ered  their fa ther’s 
na ked ness.  Their fac es  were  turned  away,  and 
 they  did  not  see  their fa ther na ked.

24  When  Noah  awoke  from  his drink ing  and 
 learned  what  his youn gest  son  had  done  to 
 him, 25  he  said:
  Canaan is cursed.
  He will be the lowest of slaves 

to his brothers.
26  He  also  said:
  Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem;
  Let Canaan be C Shem’s slave.
 27 Let God extend Japheth; D
  let Japheth dwell in the tents of Shem;
  let Canaan be Shem’s slave.

28  Now  Noah  lived  350  years af ter  the  flood. 
29  So  Noah’s  life last ed  950  years;  then  he  died.

The Table of Nations

10  These  are  the fam i ly rec ords  of  Noah’s 
 sons,  Shem,  Ham,  and Ja pheth.  They 

 also  had  sons af ter  the  flood.
2 Ja pheth’s  sons: Go mer, Ma gog, Mad ai, Ja-

van, Tu bal, Me shech,  and Ti ras. 3 Go mer’s 
 sons: Ash ke naz, Ri phath,  and To gar mah. 4  And 
Ja van’s  sons: Eli shah, Tar shish, Kit tim,  and 
Dodanim. E 5  From  these de scen dants,  the peo-
ples  of  the  coasts  and is lands  spread  out  into 
 their  lands ac cord ing  to  their  clans  in  their 
na tions,  each  with  its  own lan guage.

6 Ham’s  sons:  Cush, Miz ra im,  Put,  and Ca-
naan. 7  Cush’s  sons:  Seba, Hav i lah, Sab tah, Ra-
a mah,  and Sab te ca.  And Ra a mah’s  sons: She ba 
 and De dan.

8  Cush fa thered Nim rod,  who be gan  to  be 
pow er ful  in  the  land. 9  He  was  a pow er ful 
hunt er  in  the  sight  of  the  L ORD.  That  is  why 
 it  is  said, “ Like Nim rod,  a pow er ful hunt er  in 
 the  sight  of  the  L ORD.” 10  His king dom start ed 
 with Bab ylon,  Erech, F Ac cad, G  and Cal neh, H  in 
 the  land  of Shi nar. I 11  From  that  land  he  went  to 
As syr ia  and  built Nin e veh, Re ho both-ir, Ca lah, 
12  and Re sen, be tween Nin e veh  and  the  great 
 city Ca lah.

13 Miz ra im J fa thered  the peo ple  of  Lud,  Anam, 
Lehab, Naphtuh, 14 Pathrus, Casluh ( the Phi lis-
tines  came  from  them),  and Caph tor.

A 9:5 Lit  And your blood belonging to your life I will seek   B 9:20 Or Noah began to be a farmer and planted   C 9:26 As a 
wish or prayer; others interpret the verbs in vv. 26–27 as prophecy: Canaan will be . . .   D 9:27 In Hb, the name Japheth 
sounds like the word “extend.”   E 10:4 Some Hb mss, LXX read Rodanim ; 1Ch 1:7   F 10:10 Or Uruk   G 10:10 Or Akkad   
H 10:10 Or and all of them   I 10:10 Or in Babylonia   J 10:13 = Egypt
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15 Ca naan fa thered Si don  his first born  and 
 Heth, 16  as  well  as  the Jeb u sites,  the Am o rites, 
 the Gir ga shites, 17  the Hi vites,  the Ar kites,  the 
Si nites, 18  the Ar vad ites,  the Zem a rites,  and  the 
Ha math ites. Af ter ward  the Ca naan ite  clans 
scat tered. 19  The Ca naan ite bor der  went  from 
Si don go ing to ward Ge rar  as  far  as  Gaza,  and 
go ing to ward Sod om, Go mor rah, Ad mah,  and 
Ze boi im  as  far  as La sha.

20  These  are Ham’s  sons  by  their  clans, ac-
cord ing  to  their lan guages,  in  their  lands  and 
 their na tions.

21  And  Shem, Ja pheth’s old er broth er,  also 
 had  sons.  Shem  was  the fa ther  of  all  the  sons 
 of  Eber. 22  Shem’s  sons  were  Elam, As shur, Ar-
pach shad,  Lud,  and  Aram.

23  Aram’s  sons:  Uz,  Hul, Ge ther,  and  Mash.
24 Ar pach shad fa thered A She lah,  and She lah 

fa thered  Eber. 25  Eber  had  two  sons.  One  was 
 named Pe leg, B  for dur ing  his  days  the  earth 
 was di vid ed;  his broth er  was  named Jok tan. 
26  And Jok tan fa thered Al mo dad, She leph, Ha-
zar ma veth, Je rah, 27 Ha do ram,  Uzal, Dik lah, 
28  Obal, Abim a el, She ba, 29  Ophir, Hav i lah,  and 
Jo bab.  All  these  were Jok tan’s  sons. 30  Their 
set tle ments ex tend ed  from Me sha  to Se phar, 
 the east ern  hill coun try.

31  These  are  Shem’s  sons  by  their  clans, ac-
cord ing  to  their lan guages,  in  their  lands  and 
 their na tions.

32  These  are  the  clans  of  Noah’s  sons, ac-
cord ing  to  their fam i ly rec ords,  in  their na-
tions.  The na tions  on  earth  spread  out  from 
 these af ter  the  flood.

The Tower of Babylon

11  The  whole  earth  had  the  same lan guage 
 and vo cab u lary. 2  As peo ple migrat-

ed  from  the  east, C  they  found  a val ley  in  the 
 land  of Shi nar  and set tled  there. 3  They  said 
 to  each oth er, “ Come,  let’s  make oven-fired 
 bricks.” ( They  used  brick  for  stone  and as-
phalt  for mor tar.) 4  And  they  said, “ Come,  let’s 
 build our selves  a  city  and  a tow er  with  its  top 
 in  the  sky.  Let’s  make  a  name  for our selves; 
oth er wise,  we  will  be scat tered through out 
 the  earth.”

5  Then  the  L ORD  came  down  to  look  over 
 the  city  and  the tow er  that  the humans D  were 
build ing. 6  The  L ORD  said, “ If  they  have be gun 
 to  do  this  as  one peo ple  all hav ing  the  same 
lan guage,  then noth ing  they  plan  to  do  will 
 be im pos si ble  for  them. 7  Come,  let’s  go  down 
 there  and con fuse  their lan guage  so  that  they 

 will  not un der stand  one an oth er’s  speech.” 
8  So  from  there  the  L ORD scat tered  them 
through out  the  earth,  and  they  stopped build-
ing  the  city. 9 There fore  it  is  called Bab ylon, E,F 
 for  there  the  L ORD con fused  the lan guage  of 
 the  whole  earth,  and  from  there  the  L ORD scat-
tered  them through out  the  earth.

From Shem to Abram
10  These  are  the fam i ly rec ords  of  Shem. 
 Shem  lived  100  years  and fa thered Ar pach-
shad  two  years af ter  the  flood. 11 Af ter  he fa-
thered Ar pach shad,  Shem  lived  500  years 
 and fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 12 Ar-
pach shad  lived  35  years G  and fa thered She-
lah. 13 Af ter  he fa thered She lah, Ar pach shad 
 lived  403  years  and fa thered oth er  sons  and 
daugh ters. 14 She lah  lived  30  years  and fa-
thered  Eber. 15 Af ter  he fa thered  Eber, She-
lah  lived  403  years  and fa thered oth er  sons 
 and daugh ters. 16  Eber  lived  34  years  and fa-
thered Pe leg. 17 Af ter  he fa thered Pe leg,  Eber 
 lived  430  years  and fa thered oth er  sons  and 
daugh ters. 18 Pe leg  lived  30  years  and fa thered 
 Reu. 19 Af ter  he fa thered  Reu, Pe leg  lived  209 
 years  and fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh-
ters. 20  Reu  lived  32  years  and fa thered Se rug. 
21 Af ter  he fa thered Se rug,  Reu  lived  207  years 
 and fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 22 Se-
rug  lived  30  years  and fa thered Na hor. 23 Af-
ter  he fa thered Na hor, Se rug  lived  200  years 
 and fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 24 Na-
hor  lived  29  years  and fa thered Te rah. 25 Af ter 
 he fa thered Te rah, Na hor  lived  119  years  and 
fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 26 Te rah 
 lived  70  years  and fa thered  Abram, Na hor, 
 and Ha ran.

27  These  are  the fam i ly rec ords  of Te rah. Te-
rah fa thered  Abram, Na hor,  and Ha ran,  and 
Ha ran fa thered  Lot. 28 Ha ran  died  in  his na-
tive  land,  in  Ur  of  the Chal de ans, dur ing  his fa-
ther Te rah’s life time. 29  Abram  and Na hor  took 
 wives:  Abram’s  wife  was  named Sa rai,  and 
Na hor’s  wife  was  named Mil cah.  She  was  the 
daugh ter  of Ha ran,  the fa ther  of  both Mil cah 
 and Is cah. 30 Sa rai  was un able  to con ceive;  she 
 did  not  have  a  child.

31 Te rah  took  his  son  Abram,  his grand son 
 Lot (Ha ran’s  son),  and  his daughter-in-law Sa-
rai,  his  son  Abram’s  wife,  and  they  set  out to-
geth er  from  Ur  of  the Chal de ans  to  go  to  the 
 land  of Ca naan.  But  when  they  came  to Ha ran, 
 they set tled  there. 32 Te rah  lived  205  years  and 
 died  in Ha ran.

A 10:24 LXX reads fathered Cainan, and Cainan fathered ; Gn 11:12–13; Lk 3:35–36   B 10:25 = Division   C 11:2 Or migrated 
eastward   D 11:5 Or the descendants of Adam   E 11:9 Hb Babel   F 11:9 In Hb, the name for “Babylon,” babel sounds like 
the word for “confuse,” balal.   G 11:12–13 LXX reads years and fathered Cainan. 13After he fathered Cainan, Arpachshad 
lived 430 years and fathered other sons and daughters, and he died. Cainan lived 130 years and fathered Shelah. After he 
fathered Shelah, Cainan lived 330 years and fathered other sons and daughters, and he died ; Gn 10:24; Lk 3:35–36
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Day 5 — INSIGHT FOR THE DAY

Making a Name for Yourself
Passage for the Day: Genesis 11:1–9

And they said, “Come, let’s build ourselves a city and a tower with its  
top in the sky. Let’s make a name for ourselves; otherwise,  

we will be scattered throughout the earth.”  
Genesis 11:4

W ouldn’t it be great to be famous? I mean, really famous—to regularly have your 
photograph on the internet or on TV and to have folks recognize you when you 

travel? Wouldn’t it be fun to drive into a big city and see your name on a billboard 
or at the top of a skyscraper? 

And the money! You’d get paid lots of money just to show up to events. Your local 
Ferrari dealer would give you one of those lightning-quick Enzos just to stand around 
the showroom a couple of times a year. I’m getting fired up just thinking about it.

Life was getting a little mundane and ordinary for Noah’s descendants—up every 
morning, o� to the fields, home for lunch, o� to the fields again, back for dinner, a 
few hours with the family, a good night’s rest, and back at it again. Not a lot of status 
here. No bright lights. No pizzazz.

So a group of men got together and decided it was time to make a name for 
themselves. “Enough of the straight life,” they must have grumbled. “Forget this 
faithful employee, man, husband, and father stu�. Let’s go do something epic so 
that everyone knows who we are. Then we’ll really be something.”

And because most men like to build things, they started constructing a tower. They 
wanted people to see their superstructure for miles around and be impressed, realizing 
what significant, creative, and daring entrepreneurs they really were.

Think about what it may have been like on the first day of construction. All the 
blueprints had been approved, the materials were in place, and the proud workers 
were ready to go. But no one suggested that, before they began to build, perhaps 
they ought to ask for God’s permission or blessing. It’s probably safe to say that they 
ignored God while they were drawing up their plans. No invocation to start building. 
“God will understand,” they may have said to one another in their strategic planning 
meetings. “After all, this project isn’t about Him; it’s about us. We’ll get back to Him 
when we’re ready to build something religious.”

But God stopped the project. He created incredible confusion by giving these 
arrogant men di�erent languages to speak. No longer could they work together. 
Cooperation became confusion. They couldn’t even ask one another to pass a tool 
or go fetch a box of nails. What had begun as a project to make these men famous 
turned into an everlasting monument to conflict, failure, and shame—Babel or, 
Babylon. (A perfect name for this fiasco, right?)

Genesis 28 tells us about Jacob, who traveled on an overnight trip to meet his wife. 
He spent the night under the stars, and God visited him in a profound and life-altering 
way. The next morning, Jacob carefully took the rock he had been using as his pillow 
and stood it on end as a memorial to God’s glory and faithfulness. And this simple 
tower—Bethel—became an everlasting monument to God’s presence and leadership 
in the life of men who are willing to humble themselves in His presence. Bethel was a 
building project to honor God. A place, if you will, to make Him famous.

What are you and I building today: a Babel or a Bethel? Who will be honored? And 
what should we expect the outcome to be?
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The Call of Abram

12  The  L ORD  said  to  Abram:
Go from your land,

  your relatives,
  and your father’s house
  to the land that I will show you.
 2 I will make you into a great nation,
  I will bless you,
  I will make your name great,
  and you will be a blessing.
 3 I will bless those who bless you,
  I will curse anyone who treats you 

with contempt,
  and all the peoples on earth
  will be blessed A through you. B

4  So  Abram  went,  as  the  L ORD  had  told  him, 
 and  Lot  went  with  him.  Abram  was seven-
ty-five  years  old  when  he  left Ha ran. 5  He 
 took  his  wife, Sa rai,  his neph ew  Lot,  all  the 
pos ses sions  they  had ac cu mu lat ed,  and  the 
peo ple  they  had ac quired  in Ha ran,  and  they 
 set  out  for  the  land  of Ca naan.  When  they 
 came  to  the  land  of Ca naan, 6  Abram  passed 
 through  the  land  to  the  site  of She chem,  at 
 the  oak  of Mo reh. ( At  that  time  the Ca naan-
ites  were  in  the  land.) 7  The  L ORD ap peared 
 to  Abram  and  said, “ To  your o� spring C  I  will 
 give  this  land.”  So  he  built  an al tar  there  to 
 the  L ORD  who  had ap peared  to  him. 8  From 
 there  he  moved  on  to  the  hill coun try  east 
 of Beth el  and  pitched  his  tent,  with Beth el 
 on  the  west  and  Ai  on  the  east.  He  built  an 
al tar  to  the  L ORD  there,  and  he  called  on  the 
 name  of  the  L ORD. 9  Then  Abram jour neyed 
 by  stages  to  the Ne gev.

Abram in Egypt
10  There  was  a fam ine  in  the  land,  so  Abram 
 went  down  to  Egypt  to  stay  there  for  a  while 
be cause  the fam ine  in  the  land  was se vere. 
11  When  he  was  about  to en ter  Egypt,  he  said 
 to  his  wife, Sa rai, “ Look,  I  know  what  a beau ti-
ful wom an  you  are. 12  When  the Egyp tians  see 
 you,  they  will  say, ‘ This  is  his  wife.’  They  will 
 kill  me  but  let  you  live. 13  Please  say  you’re  my 
sis ter  so  it  will  go  well  for  me be cause  of  you, 
 and  my  life  will  be  spared  on  your ac count.” 
14  When  Abram en tered  Egypt,  the Egyp-
tians  saw  that  the wom an  was  very beau ti ful. 
15 Pha raoh’s o� i cials  saw  her  and  praised  her 
 to Pha raoh,  so  the wom an  was tak en  to Pha-
raoh’s house hold. 16  He treat ed  Abram  well be-
cause  of  her,  and  Abram ac quired  flocks  and 
 herds,  male  and fe male don keys,  male  and fe-
male  slaves,  and cam els.

17  But  the  L ORD  struck Pha raoh  and  his house-
hold  with se vere  plagues be cause  of  Abram’s 

 wife, Sa rai. 18  So Pha raoh  sent  for  Abram  and 
 said, “ What  have  you  done  to  me?  Why  didn’t 
 you  tell  me  she  was  your  wife? 19  Why  did  you 
 say, ‘ She’s  my sis ter,’  so  that  I  took  her  as  my 
 wife?  Now,  here  is  your  wife.  Take  her  and  go! ” 
20  Then Pha raoh  gave  his  men or ders  about 
 him,  and  they  sent  him  away  with  his  wife  and 
 all  he  had.

Abram and Lot Separate

13  Abram  went  up  from  Egypt  to  the Ne-
gev  —   he,  his  wife,  and  all  he  had,  and 

 Lot  with  him. 2  Abram  was  very  rich  in live-
stock, sil ver,  and  gold. 3  He  went  by  stages 
 from  the Ne gev  to Beth el,  to  the  place be-
tween Beth el  and  Ai  where  his  tent  had for-
mer ly  been, 4  to  the  site  where  he  had  built  the 
al tar.  And  Abram  called  on  the  name  of  the 
 L ORD  there.

5  Now  Lot,  who  was trav el ing  with  Abram, 
 also  had  flocks,  herds,  and  tents. 6  But  the 
 land  was un able  to sup port  them  as  long  as 
 they  stayed to geth er,  for  they  had  so  many 
pos ses sions  that  they  could  not  stay to-
geth er, 7  and  there  was quar rel ing be tween 
 the herds men  of  Abram’s live stock  and  the 
herds men  of  Lot’s live stock. ( At  that  time  the 
Ca naan ites  and  the Per iz zites  were liv ing  in 
 the  land.)

Insight for the Moment
Moving Day
Genesis 12:1–8 

Moving is hard enough on adults. But, 
if you’re married, what about your 
family? Packing everything up, saying 
goodbye to friends, and striking out to 
an unfamiliar place can be an intimi-
dating and di�cult thing for them, too.

If you feel God directing you to 
something that requires relocating 
family headquarters, make sure you 
have open communication with your 
wife and your children. Give them a 
chance to voice their fears about the 
unknown and their sadness about 
leaving their current circumstances, 
and let them know you’re right there 
with them.

Remind them of Abram. Even 
though he didn’t pack his family’s 
things on an eighteen-wheeler like 
we do, God has been guiding and 
guarding His people through moves 
for a long time.

A 12:3 Or will find blessing   B 12:3 Or will bless themselves by you   C 12:7 Lit seed
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Insight for Life

“Follow Me”: Two Words that 
Changed the World

by Os Guinness

The  L ord  said  to  Abram: Go from your land, your relatives, and your  
father’s house to the land that I will show you.  

Genesis 12:1

T he good news of the Bible is God’s 
great master story, the grand narra-

tive of His project in restoring humanity 
and repairing the world in order to make 
the world anew. At its heart is God’s call to 
human beings to come to know Him and 
to be His partners. From individuals to 
families, to nations, and then in Jesus the 
Messiah to the whole world, two words 
ring out in a hundred ways, “Follow Me.” 
The first responder was Abraham, and the 
call of Abraham shows us a pattern that 
can be seen in all later calls—supremely 
in the call of Jesus to His followers. Seven 
features stand out in Abraham’s call.

First, God called Abraham in words. 
The creation of the world was e�ected 
through a word, and God’s call comes as 
a word. Without words, there are no deep 
relationships. In a day when the visual 
dominates the audio and social media 
cheapen words, the Bible’s high view of 
words is vital and challenging.

Second, God’s call to Abraham is 
countercultural. The first word is “go.” 
Abraham was to leave his country, his 
culture, and his kin, the three main forces 
that shape our lives. To follow God’s call 
is to break with the worship and the way 
of life of those around us. We are to be in 
the world but not of it. We are members 
of the City of God, even as we live in the 
City of Man.

Third, God’s call is to a lifetime of radi-
cal trust. God made promises to Abraham 
about his descendants, a promised land, 

and about his family blessing the world. 
None was fulfilled immediately and not 
many by the end of his life, but as Hebrews 
11 says, Abraham trusted God and lived 
by faith that looked beyond the horizon 
of his own life.

Fourth, God’s call is to a way of life. 
Abraham was told to “live in [God’s] pres-
ence” (17:1). Far more than a creed or a 
ritual, his faith was a way of life.

Fifth, God’s call is to a life of purpose. 
Little is said about why God called Abra-
ham except that he was to “keep the way 
of the Lord by doing what is right and 
just” (18:19). 

Sixth, God’s call is to a global destiny. 
God told Abraham that his family would 
be a blessing to the world, and from then 
on Jews and Christians have had a global 
destiny. “Think globally, act locally” has its 
biblical equivalent.

Seventh, God’s call is to a normal 
human life. Compared with classical he-
roes such as Achilles and heroic religious 
leaders such as Mohammed, Abraham, 
the “father of the faithful,” is strikingly 
nonheroic and normal, which is encour-
aging for you and me, isn’t it?

In sum, to answer God’s call as Abra-
ham did is to come to know Him and to 
discover the meaning and purpose of 
life at its deepest. As we follow God’s 
call, all that we are, all that we have, 
and all that we do receive a direction 
and dynamic that no other religion or 
philosophy o�ers.
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8  So  Abram  said  to  Lot, “ Please,  let’s  not  have 
quar rel ing be tween  you  and  me,  or be tween 
 your herds men  and  my herds men,  since  we 
 are rel a tives. 9  Isn’t  the  whole  land be fore  you? 
Sep a rate  from  me:  if  you  go  to  the  left,  I  will 
 go  to  the  right;  if  you  go  to  the  right,  I  will  go 
 to  the  left.”

10  Lot  looked  out  and  saw  that  the en tire 
 plain A  of  the Jor dan  as  far  as  Zoar  was  well wa-
tered ev ery where  like  the  L ORD’ s gar den  and 
 the  land  of  Egypt. ( This  was be fore  the  L ORD 
de stroyed Sod om  and Go mor rah.) 11  So  Lot 
 chose  the en tire  plain  of  the Jor dan  for him-
self.  Then  Lot jour neyed east ward,  and  they 
sep a rat ed  from  each oth er. 12  Abram  lived  in 
 the  land  of Ca naan,  but  Lot  lived  in  the cit ies 
 on  the  plain  and  set  up  his  tent  near Sod om. 
13 ( Now  the  men  of Sod om  were  evil, sin ning 
immensely B  against  the  L ORD.)

14 Af ter  Lot  had sep a rat ed  from  him,  the 
 L ORD  said  to  Abram, “ Look  from  the  place 
 where  you  are.  Look  north  and  south,  east  and 
 west, 15  for  I  will  give  you  and  your o� spring C 
for ev er  all  the  land  that  you  see. 16  I  will  make 
 your o� spring  like  the  dust  of  the  earth,  so 
 that  if any one  could  count  the  dust  of  the 
 earth,  then  your o� spring  could  be count ed. 
17  Get  up  and  walk  around  the  land,  through 
 its  length  and  width,  for  I  will  give  it  to  you.”

18  So  Abram  moved  his  tent  and  went  to  live 
 near  the  oaks  of Mam re  at He bron,  where  he 
 built  an al tar  to  the  L ORD.

Abram Rescues Lot

14  In  those  days  King Am ra phel  of Shi-
nar,  King Ar i och  of El la sar,  King Ched-

or la o mer  of  Elam,  and  King Ti dal  of Goi im D 
2  waged  war  against  King  Bera  of Sod om,  King 
Bir sha  of Go mor rah,  King Shi nab  of Ad mah, 
 and  King Shem e ber  of Ze boi im,  as  well  as  the 
 king  of  Bela ( that  is,  Zoar). 3  All  of  these  came 
 as al lies  to  the Sid dim Val ley ( that  is,  the  Dead 
 Sea). 4  They  were sub ject  to Ched or la o mer  for 
 twelve  years,  but  in  the thir teenth  year  they re-
belled. 5  In  the four teenth  year Ched or la o mer 
 and  the  kings  who  were  with  him  came  and 
de feat ed  the Reph a im  in Ash te roth-kar na im, 
 the Zuzim  in  Ham,  the  Emim  in Shaveh-kiria-
thaim, 6  and  the Ho rites  in  the moun tains 
 of  Seir,  as  far  as El-paran  by  the wil der ness. 
7  Then  they  came  back  to in vade En-mish pat 
( that  is, Ka desh),  and  they de feat ed  the  whole 
ter ri to ry  of  the Am a lek ites,  as  well  as  the Am-
o rites  who  lived  in Hazazon-tamar.

8  Then  the  king  of Sod om,  the  king  of Go mor-
rah,  the  king  of Ad mah,  the  king  of Ze boi im, 

 and  the  king  of  Bela ( that  is,  Zoar)  went  out  and 
 lined  up  for bat tle  in  the Sid dim Val ley 9  against 
 King Ched or la o mer  of  Elam,  King Ti dal  of Goi-
im,  King Am ra phel  of Shi nar,  and  King Ar i och 
 of El la sar  —   four  kings  against  five. 10  Now  the 
Sid dim Val ley con tained  many asphalt  pits, 
 and  as  the  kings  of Sod om  and Go mor rah  fled, 
 some  fell  into  them, E  but  the  rest  fled  to  the 
moun tains. 11  The  four  kings  took  all  the  goods 
 of Sod om  and Go mor rah  and  all  their  food  and 
 went  on. 12  They  also  took  Abram’s neph ew  Lot 
 and  his pos ses sions,  for  he  was liv ing  in Sod-
om,  and  they  went  on.

13  One  of  the sur vi vors  came  and  told  Abram   
the He brew,  who  lived  near  the  oaks be-
long ing  to Mam re  the Am o rite,  the broth-
er  of Esh col  and  the broth er  of  Aner.  They 
 were  bound  by  a trea ty  with  Abram. 14  When 
 Abram  heard  that  his rel a tive  had  been tak en 
pris on er,  he as sem bled F  his  318  trained  men, 
 born  in  his house hold,  and  they  went  in pur-
suit  as  far  as  Dan. 15  And  he  and  his ser vants 
de ployed  against  them  by  night, de feat ed 
 them,  and pur sued  them  as  far  as Ho bah  to 
 the  north  of Da mas cus. 16  He  brought  back 
 all  the  goods  and  also  his rel a tive  Lot  and  his 
 goods,  as  well  as  the wom en  and  the oth er 
peo ple.

Melchizedek’s Blessing
17 Af ter  Abram re turned  from de feat ing Ched-
or la o mer  and  the  kings  who  were  with  him, 
 the  king  of Sod om  went  out  to  meet  him  in  the 
Sha veh Val ley ( that  is,  the  King’s Val ley). 18 Mel-
chiz e dek,  king  of Sa lem, G  brought  out  bread 
 and  wine;  he  was  a  priest  to  God  Most  High. 
19  He  blessed  him  and  said:
  Abram is blessed by God Most High,
  Creator H of heaven and earth,
 20 and blessed be God Most High
  who has handed over 

your enemies to you.
 And  Abram  gave  him  a  tenth  of ev ery thing.

21  Then  the  king  of Sod om  said  to  Abram, 
“ Give  me  the peo ple,  but  take  the pos ses sions 
 for your self.”

22  But  Abram  said  to  the  king  of Sod om,  
“ I  have  raised  my  hand  in  an  oath  to  the  L ORD, 
 God  Most  High, Cre a tor  of heav en  and  earth, 
23  that  I  will  not  take  a  thread  or san dal  strap 
 or any thing  that be longs  to  you,  so  you  can 
nev er  say, ‘ I  made  Abram  rich.’ 24  I  will  take 
noth ing ex cept  what  the ser vants  have eat-
en.  But  as  for  the  share  of  the  men  who  came 
 with  me  —   Aner, Esh col,  and Mam re  —   they 
 can  take  their  share.”

A 13:10 Lit circle ; i.e., probably the large round plain where the Jordan River empties into the Dead Sea, also in v. 11   
B 13:13 Lit evil and sinful   C 13:15 Lit seed   D 14:1 Or nations   E 14:10 Sam, LXX; MT reads fell there   F 14:14 Sam; MT reads 
poured out   G 14:18 = Jerusalem   H 14:19 Or Possessor
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The Abrahamic Covenant

15 Af ter  these  events,  the  word  of  the 
 L ORD  came  to  Abram  in  a vi sion:

  Do not be afraid, Abram.
  I am your shield;
  your reward will be very great.

2  But  Abram  said, “ Lord  G OD,  what  can  you 
 give  me,  since  I  am child less  and  the  heir  of  my 
 house  is El i e zer  of Da mas cus? ” A 3  Abram con-
tin ued, “ Look,  you  have giv en  me  no o� spring, 
 so  a  slave  born  in B  my  house  will  be  my  heir.”

4  Now  the  word  of  the  L ORD  came  to  him: 
“ This  one  will  not  be  your  heir; in stead,  one 
 who  comes  from  your  own  body C  will  be  your 
 heir.” 5  He  took  him out side  and  said, “ Look  at 
 the  sky  and  count  the  stars,  if  you  are  able  to 
 count  them.”  Then  he  said  to  him, “ Your o�-
spring  will  be  that nu mer ous.”

6  Abram be lieved  the  L ORD,  and  he cred it ed 
 it  to  him  as righ teous ness.

7  He  also  said  to  him, “ I  am  the  L ORD  who 
 brought  you  from  Ur  of  the Chal de ans  to  give 
 you  this  land  to pos sess.”

8  But  he  said, “ Lord  G OD,  how  can  I  know 
 that  I  will pos sess  it? ”

9  He  said  to  him, “ Bring  me  a three-year-
old  cow,  a three-year-old fe male  goat,  a 
three-year-old  ram,  a turtledove,  and  a  young 
pi geon.”

10  So  he  brought  all  these  to  him,  cut  them  in 
 half,  and  laid  the  pieces op po site  each oth er, 
 but  he  did  not  cut  the  birds  in  half. 11  Birds  of 
 prey  came  down  on  the car cass es,  but  Abram 
 drove  them  away. 12  As  the  sun  was set ting,  a 
 deep  sleep  came  over  Abram,  and sud den ly 
 great ter ror  and dark ness de scend ed  on  him.

13  Then  the  L ORD  said  to  Abram, “ Know 
 this  for cer tain:  Your off spring  will  be res-
i dent  aliens  for  four hun dred  years  in  a 
 land  that  does  not be long  to  them  and  will 
 be en slaved  and op pressed. D 14 How ev er,  I 
 will  judge  the na tion  they  serve,  and af ter-
ward  they  will  go  out  with  many pos ses-
sions. 15  But  you  will  go  to  your an ces tors  in 
 peace  and  be bur ied  at  a  good  old  age. 16  In 
 the  fourth gen er a tion  they  will re turn  here, 
 for  the in iq ui ty  of  the Am o rites  has  not  yet 
 reached  its  full mea sure.” E

17  When  the  sun  had  set  and  it  was  dark, 
 a smok ing  fire  pot  and  a flam ing  torch ap-
peared  and  passed be tween  the di vid ed an i-
mals. 18  On  that  day  the  L ORD  made  a cov enant 
 with  Abram, say ing, “ I  give  this  land  to  your 
o� spring,  from  the  Brook  of  Egypt  to  the 
 great riv er,  the Eu phra tes Riv er: 19  the  land  of 

 the Ke nites, Ken iz zites, Kad mon ites, 20 Heth-
ites, Per iz zites, Reph a im, 21 Am o rites, Ca naan-
ites, Gir ga shites,  and Jeb u sites.”

Hagar and Ishmael

16  Abram’s  wife, Sa rai,  had  not  borne 
 any chil dren  for  him,  but  she  owned 

 an Egyp tian  slave  named Ha gar. 2 Sa rai  said 
 to  Abram, “ Since  the  L ORD  has pre vent ed  me 
 from bear ing chil dren,  go  to  my  slave; per-
haps  through  her  I  can  build  a fam i ly.”  And 
 Abram  agreed  to  what Sa rai  said. 3  So  Abram’s 
 wife, Sa rai,  took Ha gar,  her Egyp tian  slave, 
 and  gave  her  to  her hus band,  Abram,  as  a 
 wife  for  him.  This hap pened af ter  Abram  had 
 lived  in  the  land  of Ca naan  ten  years. 4  He  slept 
 with F Ha gar,  and  she be came preg nant.  When 
 she  saw  that  she  was preg nant,  her mis tress 
be came con tempt ible  to  her. 5  Then Sa rai  said 
 to  Abram, “ You  are re spon si ble  for  my su� er-
ing! G  I  put  my  slave  in  your  arms, H  and  when 
 she  saw  that  she  was preg nant,  I be came con-
tempt ible  to  her.  May  the  L ORD  judge be tween 
 me  and  you.”

6  Abram re plied  to Sa rai, “ Here,  your  slave 
 is  in  your pow er;  do what ev er  you  want  with 
 her.”  Then Sa rai mis treat ed  her  so  much  that 
 she  ran  away  from  her.

7  The an gel  of  the  L ORD  found  her  by  a 
 spring  in  the wil der ness,  the  spring  on  the 
 way  to  Shur. 8  He  said, “Ha gar,  slave  of Sa rai, 
 where  have  you  come  from  and  where  are 
 you go ing? ”

 She re plied, “ I’m run ning  away  from  my 
mis tress Sa rai.”

9  The an gel  of  the  L ORD  said  to  her, “ Go  back 
 to  your mis tress  and sub mit  to  her au thor i-
ty.” 10  The an gel  of  the  L ORD  said  to  her, “ I  will 
great ly mul ti ply  your o� spring,  and  they  will 
 be  too  many  to  count.”

11  The an gel  of  the  L ORD  said  to  her, “ You 
 have con ceived  and  will  have  a  son.  You  will 
 name  him Ish ma el, I  for  the  L ORD  has  heard 
 your  cry  of a�liction. 12  This  man  will  be  like 
 a  wild don key.  His  hand  will  be  against ev ery-
one,  and ev ery one’s  hand  will  be  against  him; 
 he  will set tle  near  all  his rel a tives.”

13  So  she  named  the  L ORD  who  spoke  to  her: 
“ You  are El-roi,” J  for  she  said, “ In  this  place, 
 have  I ac tu al ly  seen  the  one  who  sees  me? ” A 
14  That  is  why  the  well  is  called Be er-la hai-roi. K 
 It  is be tween Ka desh  and Be red.

15  So Ha gar  gave  birth  to  Abram’s  son,  and 
 Abram  named  his  son ( whom Ha gar  bore) Ish-
ma el. 16  Abram  was eighty-six  years  old  when 
Ha gar  bore Ish ma el  to  him.

A 15:2; 16:13 Hb obscure   B 15:3 Lit a son of   C 15:4 Lit loins   D 15:13 Lit will serve them and they will oppress them    
E 15:16 Lit Amorites is not yet complete   F 16:4 Lit He came to   G 16:5 Or “May my suffering be on you!   H 16:5 Lit bosom   
I 16:11 = God Hears   J 16:13 = God Sees Me   K 16:14 = Well of the Living One Who Sees Me
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Covenant Circumcision

17  When  Abram  was ninety-nine  years 
 old,  the  L ORD ap peared  to  him, say-

ing, “ I  am  God Al mighty.  Live A  in  my pres ence 
 and  be blame less. 2  I  will  set  up  my cov enant 
be tween  me  and  you,  and  I  will mul ti ply  you 
great ly.”

3  Then  Abram  fell face down  and  God  spoke 
 with  him: 4 “ As  for  me,  here  is  my cov enant 
 with  you:  You  will be come  the fa ther  of  many 
na tions. 5  Your  name  will  no lon ger  be  Abram; B 
 your  name  will  be Abra ham, C  for  I  will  make 
 you  the fa ther  of  many na tions. 6  I  will  make 
 you ex treme ly fruit ful  and  will  make na tions 
 and  kings  come  from  you. 7  I  will con firm  my 
cov enant  that  is be tween  me  and  you  and 
 your fu ture o� spring through out  their gen er-
a tions.  It  is  a per ma nent cov enant  to  be  your 
 God  and  the  God  of  your o� spring af ter  you. 
8  And  to  you  and  your fu ture o� spring D  I  will 
 give  the  land  where  you  are residing  —   all  the 
 land  of Ca naan  —   as  a per ma nent pos ses sion, 
 and  I  will  be  their  God.”

9  God  also  said  to Abra ham, “ As  for  you,  you 
 and  your o� spring af ter  you through out  their 
gen er a tions  are  to  keep  my cov enant. 10  This  is 
 my cov enant be tween  me  and  you  and  your 
o� spring af ter  you,  which  you  are  to  keep: Ev-
ery  one  of  your  males  must  be cir cum cised. 

11  You  must cir cum cise  the  flesh  of  your fore-
skin  to  serve  as  a  sign  of  the cov enant be tween 
 me  and  you. E 12 Through out  your gen er a tions, 
ev ery  male  among  you  is  to  be cir cum cised 
 at  eight  days  old  —  ev ery  male  born  in  your 
house hold  or pur chased  from  any for eign-
er  and  not  your o� spring. 13 Wheth er  born 
 in  your house hold  or pur chased,  he  must  be 
cir cum cised.  My cov enant  will  be  marked  in 
 your  flesh  as  a per ma nent cov enant. 14  If  any 
 male  is  not cir cum cised  in  the  flesh  of  his 
fore skin,  that  man  will  be  cut  o�  from  his peo-
ple;  he  has bro ken  my cov enant.”

15  God  said  to Abra ham, “ As  for  your  wife Sa-
rai,  do  not  call  her Sa rai,  for Sar ah F  will  be  her 
 name. 16  I  will  bless  her; in deed,  I  will  give  you  a 
 son  by  her.  I  will  bless  her,  and  she  will pro duce 
na tions;  kings  of peo ples  will  come  from  her.”

17 Abra ham  fell face down.  Then  he  laughed 
 and  said  to him self, “ Can  a  child  be  born  to  a 
hundred-year-old  man?  Can Sar ah,  a ninety-
year-old wom an,  give  birth? ” 18  So Abra ham 
 said  to  God, “ If  only Ish ma el  were ac cept able G 
 to  you! ”

19  But  God  said, “ No.  Your  wife Sar ah  will 
 bear  you  a  son,  and  you  will  name  him  Isaac. H 
 I  will con firm  my cov enant  with  him  as  a per-
ma nent cov enant  for  his fu ture o� spring. 
20  As  for Ish ma el,  I  have  heard  you.  I  will cer-
tain ly  bless  him;  I  will  make  him fruit ful  and 
 will mul ti ply  him great ly.  He  will fa ther  twelve 
trib al lead ers,  and  I  will  make  him  into  a  great 
na tion. 21  But  I  will con firm  my cov enant  with 
 Isaac,  whom Sar ah  will  bear  to  you  at  this  time 
 next  year.” 22  When  he fin ished talk ing  with 
 him,  God with drew I  from Abra ham.

23  So Abra ham  took  his  son Ish ma el  and 
 those  born  in  his house hold  or pur chased  —  
ev ery  male  among  the mem bers  of Abra ham’s 
house hold  —   and  he cir cum cised  the  flesh  of 
 their fore skin  on  that  very  day,  just  as  God 
 had  said  to  him. 24 Abra ham  was ninety-nine 
 years  old  when  the  flesh  of  his fore skin  was 
cir cum cised, 25  and  his  son Ish ma el  was thir-
teen  years  old  when  the  flesh  of  his fore skin 
 was cir cum cised. 26  On  that  very  day Abra ham 
 and  his  son Ish ma el  were cir cum cised. 27  And 
 all  the  men  of  his house hold  —  wheth er  born 
 in  his house hold  or pur chased  from  a for eign-
er  —   were cir cum cised  with  him.

Abraham’s Three Visitors

18  The  L ORD ap peared  to Abra ham  at  the 
 oaks  of Mam re  while  he  was sit ting 

 at  the en trance  of  his  tent dur ing  the  heat  of 
 the  day. 2  He  looked  up,  and  he  saw  three  men 
stand ing  near  him.  When  he  saw  them,  he  ran 

A 17:1 Or Walk   B 17:5 = The Father Is Exalted   C 17:5 = Father of a Multitude   D 17:8 Lit seed   E 17:11 You in v. 11 is pl.   
F 17:15 = Princess   G 17:18 Lit alive   H 17:19 = He Laughs   I 17:22 Lit went up, or ascended
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Insight for the Moment
Running Away from Home
Genesis 16:6–10

Understandably tired of receiving un-
just abuse from her frustrated mistress, 
Hagar hit the road. But in a little while, 
the angel of the Lord encountered the 
fleeing servant and asked her where 
she had come from and where she was 
going: “I’m running away” (16:8). 

She knew where she came from, 
but she had no idea where she was 
headed.

Di�cult circumstances are sure  
to arise in your life and mine. People 
will treat us unfairly, and resolution 
may well seem impossible. Oppor-
tunities to run from the problem will 
present themselves. But remember 
Hagar’s story.

God knows where you’re coming 
from. Let Him show you where you 
should go. Ask Him.
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Day 6 — INSIGHT FOR THE DAY

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and You
Passage for the Day: Genesis 17:1–8

 I will confirm my covenant that is between me and you and your future o�spring 
throughout their generations. It is a permanent covenant to be your  

God and the God of your o�spring after you.  
Genesis 17:7

F or many years, two large portraits hung in my parents’ home—one was of my 
paternal grandfather, and one was of my maternal grandfather. Both of these 

were godly men—full-time farmers, in order to keep bread on the table, and also 
full-time parish ministers.

No two men could have been more dissimilar. Grandpa Wolgemuth was an im-
maculate, focused, intense man. One of the most prominent rooms in his home was 
his study. The walls in this familiar room were lined with books—Bible commentaries 
and reference books, biographies of great missionaries, and other inspirational 
volumes. His car was never dirty. I can still see him headed toward the barn with 
a single bucket of water to wash it. Thick, black eyebrows and furrowed crevasses 
across his forehead let us know that he was on a mission. He embodied hard work 
and the serious business of life. Not a lot of levity swirled around the life of this man.

Grandpa Dourte, my maternal grandaddy, was in love with life. His laughter filled 
every room of their home. Music from his harmonica cheered us for part of the day; 
his humming and silly rhymes took care of the rest. The two most memorable places 
in his home were the parlor with the player piano—he loved music—and his workshop 
in the shed—he loved building things.

And like Grandpa Wolgemuth, this man loved God. His crystal blue eyes would fill 
with tears as he quoted something from the Psalms by heart.

How well I remember these two men. As a young boy, I studied their every move, 
I listened to their voices, and I believed what they believed. And why shouldn’t I 
have? They were for me what the Bible calls “patriarchs.” Men who started a whole 
generation of o�spring. Men who set the pace for dozens of others who would fol-
low—including me.

In today’s passage, we read that God promised Abram that someday his descen-
dants would be greatly multiplied; from him would come kings and entire nations. 
Then God sealed his promise by changing Abram’s name (meaning “exalted father”) 
to Abraham (meaning “father of nations”). Imagine how the news, coupled with God’s 
promise, must have a�ected Abraham.

If you and I are dads, someday our children will have children. Then they will have 
children who will have children. And every one of these people will know us, either 
because they remember us or because they hear stories about us from others. In a 
word, we’re patriarchs to a whole generation.

Who we are, the words we speak, how we treat others, and what is important to 
us will become common knowledge to many people. Some of those people will even 
say they inherited certain character traits from us. What an awesome thing this is.

This might be a good day for you and me to begin to see ourselves in the light of 
those who are to follow in our footsteps. Who we are today will become a legacy for 
others to follow tomorrow.
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 from  the en trance  of  the  tent  to  meet  them, 
 bowed  to  the  ground, 3  and  said, “ My  lord, 
 if  I  have  found fa vor  with  you,  please  do  not 
 go  on  past  your ser vant. 4  Let  a lit tle wa ter  be 
 brought,  that  you  may  wash  your  feet  and  rest 
your selves un der  the  tree. 5  I  will  bring  a  bit  of 
 bread  so  that  you  may strength en your selves. 
 This  is  why  you  have  passed  your ser vant’s 
 way. Lat er,  you  can con tin ue  on.”

“ Yes,”  they re plied, “ do  as  you  have  said.”
6  So Abra ham hur ried  into  the  tent  and  said 

 to Sar ah, “ Quick!  Knead  three mea sures A  of 
 fine  flour  and  make  bread.” B 7 Abra ham  ran  to 
 the  herd  and  got  a ten der,  choice  calf.  He  gave 
 it  to  a  young  man,  who hur ried  to pre pare  it. 
8  Then Abra ham  took  curds C  and  milk,  as  well 
 as  the  calf  that  he  had pre pared,  and  set  them 
be fore  the  men.  He  served D  them  as  they  ate 
un der  the  tree.

Sarah Laughs
9 “ Where  is  your  wife Sar ah? ”  they  asked  him.

“ There,  in  the  tent,”  he an swered.
10  The  L ORD  said, “ I  will cer tain ly  come  back 

 to  you  in  about  a  year’s  time,  and  your  wife 
Sar ah  will  have  a  son! ”  Now Sar ah  was lis ten-
ing  at  the en trance  of  the  tent be hind  him.

11 Abra ham  and Sar ah  were  old  and get-
ting  on  in  years. E Sar ah  had  passed  the  age  of 
child bear ing. 12  So  she  laughed  to her self: “Af-
ter  I  am  worn  out  and  my  lord  is  old,  will  I  have 
de light? ”

13  But  the  L ORD  asked Abra ham, “ Why  did 
Sar ah  laugh, say ing, ‘ Can  I real ly  have  a  baby 
 when  I’m  old? ’ 14  Is any thing im pos si ble  for  the 
 L ORD?  At  the ap point ed  time  I  will  come  back 
 to  you,  and  in  about  a  year  she  will  have  a  son.”

15 Sar ah de nied  it. “ I  did  not  laugh,”  she  said, 
be cause  she  was  afraid.

 But  he re plied, “ No,  you  did  laugh.”

Abraham’s Plea for Sodom
16  The  men  got  up  from  there  and  looked  out 
 over Sod om,  and Abra ham  was walk ing  with 
 them  to  see  them  o�. 17  Then  the  L ORD  said, 
“ Should  I  hide  what  I  am  about  to  do  from 
Abra ham? 18 Abra ham  is  to be come  a  great 
 and pow er ful na tion,  and  all  the na tions  of 
 the  earth  will  be  blessed  through  him. 19  For 
 I  have cho sen F  him  so  that  he  will com mand 
 his chil dren  and  his  house af ter  him  to  keep 
 the  way  of  the  L ORD  by do ing  what  is  right  and 
 just.  This  is  how  the  L ORD  will ful fill  to Abra-
ham  what  he prom ised  him.” 20  Then  the  L ORD 
 said, “ The out cry  against Sod om  and Go mor-
rah  is im mense,  and  their  sin  is ex treme ly se-
ri ous. 21  I  will  go  down  to  see  if  what  they  have 

 done jus ti fies  the  cry  that  has  come  up  to  me. 
 If  not,  I  will  find  out.”

22  The  men  turned  from  there  and  went to-
ward Sod om  while Abra ham re mained stand-
ing be fore  the  L ORD. G 23 Abra ham  stepped 
for ward  and  said, “ Will  you real ly  sweep 
 away  the righ teous  with  the wick ed? 24  What 
 if  there  are fif ty righ teous peo ple  in  the  city? 
 Will  you real ly  sweep  it  away in stead  of spar-
ing  the  place  for  the  sake  of  the fif ty righ teous 
peo ple  who  are  in  it? 25  You  could  not pos si bly 
 do  such  a  thing:  to  kill  the righ teous  with  the 
wick ed, treat ing  the righ teous  and  the wick-
ed  alike.  You  could  not pos si bly  do  that!  Won’t 
 the  Judge  of  the  whole  earth  do  what  is  just? ”

26  The  L ORD  said, “ If  I  find fif ty righ teous 
peo ple  in  the  city  of Sod om,  I  will  spare  the 
 whole  place  for  their  sake.”

27  Then Abra ham an swered, “ Since  I  have 
ventured  to  speak  to  my  lord  —   even  though  I 
 am  dust  and ash es  —   28 sup pose  the fif ty righ-
teous  lack  five.  Will  you de stroy  the  whole  city 
 for  lack  of  five? ”

 He re plied, “ I  will  not de stroy  it  if  I  find for-
ty-five  there.”

29  Then  he  spoke  to  him  again, “Sup pose for-
ty  are  found  there? ”

 He an swered, “ I  will  not  do  it  on ac count  of 
for ty.”

30  Then  he  said, “ Let  my  lord  not  be an gry, 
 and  I  will  speak fur ther. Sup pose thir ty  are 
 found  there? ”

 He an swered, “ I  will  not  do  it  if  I  find thir-
ty  there.”

31  Then  he  said, “ Since  I  have ventured  to 
 speak  to  my  lord, sup pose twen ty  are  found 
 there? ”

 He re plied, “ I  will  not de stroy  it  on ac count 
 of twen ty.”

32  Then  he  said, “ Let  my  lord  not  be an gry, 
 and  I  will  speak  one  more  time. Sup pose  ten 
 are  found  there? ”

 He an swered, “ I  will  not de stroy  it  on ac-
count  of  ten.” 33  When  the  L ORD  had fin ished 
speak ing  with Abra ham,  he de part ed,  and 
Abra ham re turned  to  his  place.

The Destruction of Sodom  
and Gomorrah

19  The  two an gels en tered Sod om  in 
 the eve ning  as  Lot  was sit ting  in Sod-

om’s gate way.  When  Lot  saw  them,  he  got  up 
 to  meet  them.  He  bowed  with  his  face  to  the 
 ground 2  and  said, “ My  lords,  turn  aside  to 
 your ser vant’s  house,  wash  your  feet,  and 
 spend  the  night.  Then  you  can  get  up ear ly  and 
 go  on  your  way.”

A 18:6 Lit three seahs ; about 21 quarts   B 18:6 A round, thin, unleavened bread   C 18:8 Or butter   D 18:8 Lit was standing by   
E 18:11 Lit days   F 18:19 Lit known   G 18:22 Alt Hb tradition reads while the Lord remained standing before Abraham
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“ No,”  they  said. “ We  would rath er  spend  the 
 night  in  the  square.” 3  But  he  urged  them  so 
strong ly  that  they fol lowed  him  and  went  into 
 his  house.  He pre pared  a  feast  and  baked un-
leav ened  bread  for  them,  and  they  ate.

4 Be fore  they  went  to  bed,  the  men  of  the 
 city  of Sod om,  both  young  and  old,  the  whole 
pop u la tion, sur round ed  the  house. 5  They 
 called  out  to  Lot  and  said, “ Where  are  the  men 
 who  came  to  you to night?  Send  them  out  to  us 
 so  we  can  have  sex  with  them! ”

6  Lot  went  out  to  them  at  the en trance  and 
 shut  the  door be hind  him. 7  He  said, “ Don’t 
 do  this  evil,  my broth ers. 8  Look,  I’ve  got  two 
daugh ters  who  haven’t  been in ti mate  with  a 
 man.  I’ll  bring  them  out  to  you,  and  you  can  do 
what ev er  you  want A  to  them. How ev er,  don’t 
 do any thing  to  these  men, be cause  they  have 
 come un der  the pro tec tion  of  my  roof.”

9 “ Get  out  of  the  way! ”  they  said, add ing, 
“ This  one  came  here  as  an  alien,  but  he’s act ing 
 like  a  judge!  Now  we’ll  do  more  harm  to  you 
 than  to  them.”  They  put pres sure  on  Lot  and 
 came  up  to  break  down  the  door. 10  But  the an-
gels B  reached  out,  brought  Lot  into  the  house 
 with  them,  and  shut  the  door. 11  They  struck 
 the  men  who  were  at  the en trance  of  the 
 house,  both  young  and  old,  with blind ness C  so 
 that  they  were un able  to  find  the en trance.

12  Then  the an gels  said  to  Lot, “ Do  you  have 
any one  else  here:  a son-in-law,  your  sons  and 
daugh ters,  or any one  else  in  the  city  who be-
longs  to  you?  Get  them  out  of  this  place, 13  for 
 we  are  about  to de stroy  this  place be cause  the 
out cry  against  its peo ple  is  so  great be fore  the 
 L ORD,  that  the  L ORD  has  sent  us  to de stroy  it.”

14  So  Lot  went  out  and  spoke  to  his sons-in-
law,  who  were go ing  to mar ry  his daugh ters. 
“ Get  up,”  he  said. “ Get  out  of  this  place,  for 
 the  L ORD  is  about  to de stroy  the  city! ”  But  his 
sons-in-law  thought  he  was jok ing.

15  At day break  the an gels  urged  Lot  on: “ Get 
 up!  Take  your  wife  and  your  two daugh ters 
 who  are  here,  or  you  will  be  swept  away  in  the 
pun ish ment D  of  the  city.” 16  But  he hes i tat ed. 
Be cause  of  the  L ORD’ s com pas sion  for  him,  the 
 men  grabbed  his  hand,  his  wife’s  hand,  and 
 the  hands  of  his  two daugh ters.  They  brought 
 him  out  and  left  him out side  the  city.

17  As  soon  as  the an gels  got  them out side, 
 one  of  them E  said, “ Run  for  your  lives!  Don’t 
 look  back  and  don’t  stop any where  on  the 
 plain!  Run  to  the moun tains,  or  you  will  be 
 swept  away! ”

18  But  Lot  said  to  them, “ No,  my  lords F  —  
 please. 19  Your ser vant  has in deed  found fa vor 

 with  you,  and  you  have  shown  me  great kind-
ness  by sav ing  my  life.  But  I  can’t  run  to  the 
moun tains;  the di sas ter  will over take  me,  and 
 I  will  die. 20  Look,  this  town  is  close  enough  for 
 me  to  flee  to.  It  is  a  small  place.  Please  let  me 
 run  to  it  —   it’s  only  a  small  place,  isn’t  it?  —   so 
 that  I  can sur vive.”

21  And  he  said  to  him, “ All  right, G  I’ll  grant 
 your re quest H  about  this mat ter  too  and  will 
 not de mol ish  the  town  you men tioned. 22 Hur-
ry  up!  Run  to  it,  for  I can not  do any thing un til 
 you  get  there.” There fore  the  name  of  the  city 
 is  Zoar. I

23  The  sun  had ris en  over  the  land  when  Lot 
 reached  Zoar. 24  Then  out  of  the  sky  the  L ORD 
 rained  on Sod om  and Go mor rah burn ing sul-
fur  from  the  L ORD. 25  He de mol ished  these 
cit ies,  the en tire  plain,  all  the in hab i tants  of 
 the cit ies,  and what ev er  grew  on  the  ground. 
26  But  Lot’s  wife  looked  back  and be came  a pil-
lar  of  salt.

27 Ear ly  in  the morn ing Abra ham  went  to 
 the  place  where  he  had  stood be fore  the  L ORD. 
28  He  looked  down to ward Sod om  and Go mor-
rah  and  all  the  land  of  the  plain,  and  he  saw 
 that  smoke  was go ing  up  from  the  land  like 
 the  smoke  of  a fur nace. 29  So  it  was,  when  God 
de stroyed  the cit ies  of  the  plain,  he re mem-
bered Abra ham  and  brought  Lot  out  of  the 
mid dle  of  the upheaval  when  he de mol ished 
 the cit ies  where  Lot  had  lived.

The Origin of Moab and Ammon
30  Lot de part ed  from  Zoar  and  lived  in  the 
moun tains  along  with  his  two daugh ters, be-
cause  he  was  afraid  to  live  in  Zoar. In stead,  he 
 and  his  two daugh ters  lived  in  a  cave. 31  Then 
 the first born  said  to  the youn ger, “ Our fa ther 
 is  old,  and  there  is  no  man  in  the  land  to  sleep 
 with  us  as  is  the cus tom  of  all  the  land. 32  Come, 
 let’s  get  our fa ther  to  drink  wine  so  that  we 
 can  sleep  with  him  and pre serve  our fa ther’s 
 line.” 33  So  they  got  their fa ther  to  drink  wine 
 that  night,  and  the first born  came  and  slept 
 with  her fa ther;  he  did  not  know  when  she  lay 
 down  or  when  she  got  up.

34  The  next  day  the first born  said  to  the 
youn ger, “ Look,  I  slept  with  my fa ther  last 
 night.  Let’s  get  him  to  drink  wine  again to-
night  so  you  can  go  sleep  with  him  and  we  can 
pre serve  our fa ther’s  line.” 35  That  night  they 
 again  got  their fa ther  to  drink  wine,  and  the 
youn ger  went  and  slept  with  him;  he  did  not 
 know  when  she  lay  down  or  when  she  got  up.

36  So  both  of  Lot’s daugh ters be came preg-
nant  by  their fa ther. 37  The first born  gave  birth 

A 19:8 Lit do what is good in your eyes   B 19:10 Lit men, also in v. 12   C 19:11 Or a blinding light   D 19:15 Or iniquity, or guilt   
E 19:17 LXX, Syr, Vg read outside, they   F 19:18 Or my Lord, or my lord   G 19:21 Or “Look!   H 19:21 Lit I will lift up your face   
I 19:22 In Hb, the name Zoar is related to “small” in v. 20; its previous name was “Bela”; Gn 14:2.
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 to  a  son  and  named  him  Moab. A  He  is  the fa-
ther  of  the Mo ab ites  of to day. 38  The youn ger 
 also  gave  birth  to  a  son,  and  she  named  him 
Ben-am mi. B  He  is  the fa ther  of  the Am mon ites 
 of to day.

Sarah Rescued from Abimelech

20  From  there Abra ham trav eled  to  the 
re gion  of  the Ne gev  and set tled be-

tween Ka desh  and  Shur.  While  he  was stay ing 
 in Ge rar, 2 Abra ham  said  about  his  wife Sar ah, 
“ She  is  my sis ter.”  So  King Abim e lech  of Ge rar 
 had Sar ah  brought  to  him.

3  But  God  came  to Abim e lech  in  a  dream  by 
 night  and  said  to  him, “ You  are  about  to  die be-
cause  of  the wom an  you  have tak en,  for  she  is 
 a mar ried wom an.” C

4  Now Abim e lech  had  not ap proached  her, 
 so  he  said, “ Lord,  would  you de stroy  a na tion 
 even  though  it  is in no cent? 5  Didn’t  he him self 
 say  to  me, ‘ She  is  my sis ter’?  And  she her self 
 said, ‘ He  is  my broth er.’  I  did  this  with  a  clear 
con science D  and  clean E  hands.”

6  Then  God  said  to  him  in  the  dream, “ Yes, 
 I  know  that  you  did  this  with  a  clear con-
science. F  I  have  also  kept  you  from sin ning 
 against  me. There fore  I  have  not  let  you  touch 
 her. 7  Now re turn  the  man’s  wife,  for  he  is  a 
proph et,  and  he  will  pray  for  you  and  you  will 
 live.  But  if  you  do  not re turn  her,  know  that  you 
 will cer tain ly  die,  you  and  all  who  are  yours.”

8 Ear ly  in  the morn ing Abim e lech  got  up, 
 called  all  his ser vants to geth er,  and per son-
al ly G  told  them  all  these  things,  and  the  men 
 were ter ri fied.

9  Then Abim e lech  called Abra ham  in  and 
 said  to  him, “ What  have  you  done  to  us?  How 
 did  I  sin  against  you  that  you  have  brought 
 such enor mous  guilt  on  me  and  on  my king-
dom?  You  have  done  things  to  me  that  should 
nev er  be  done.” 10 Abim e lech  also  asked Abra-
ham, “ What  made  you  do  this? ”

11 Abra ham re plied, “ I  thought, ‘ There  is ab-
so lute ly  no  fear  of  God  in  this  place.  They  will 
 kill  me be cause  of  my  wife.’ 12 Be sides,  she 
real ly  is  my sis ter,  the daugh ter  of  my fa ther 
 though  not  the daugh ter  of  my moth er,  and 
 she be came  my  wife. 13  So  when  God  had  me 
wan der  from  my fa ther’s  house,  I  said  to  her: 
 Show  your loy al ty  to  me wher ev er  we  go  and 
 say  about  me, ‘ He’s  my broth er.’ ”

14  Then Abim e lech  took  flocks  and  herds 
 and  male  and fe male  slaves,  gave  them  to 
Abra ham,  and re turned  his  wife Sar ah  to  him. 
15 Abim e lech  said, “ Look,  my  land  is be fore 

 you. Set tle wher ev er  you  want.” H 16  And  he 
 said  to Sar ah, “ Look,  I  am giv ing  your broth-
er  one thou sand  pieces  of sil ver.  It  is  a verifi-
cation  of  your hon or I  to  all  who  are  with  you. 
 You  are ful ly vin di cat ed.”

17  Then Abra ham  prayed  to  God,  and  God 
 healed Abim e lech,  his  wife,  and  his fe male 
 slaves  so  that  they  could  bear chil dren, 18  for 
 the  L ORD  had com plete ly  closed  all  the  wombs 
 in Abim e lech’s house hold  on ac count  of Sar-
ah, Abra ham’s  wife.

The Birth of Isaac

21  The  L ORD  came  to Sar ah  as  he  had 
 said,  and  the  L ORD  did  for Sar ah  what 

 he  had prom ised. 2 Sar ah be came preg nant 
 and  bore  a  son  to Abra ham  in  his  old  age,  at 
 the ap point ed  time  God  had  told  him. 3 Abra-
ham  named  his  son  who  was  born  to  him  —  
 the  one Sar ah  bore  to  him  —   Isaac. 4  When  his 
 son  Isaac  was  eight  days  old, Abra ham cir-
cum cised  him,  as  God  had com mand ed  him. 
5 Abra ham  was  a hun dred  years  old  when  his 
 son  Isaac  was  born  to  him.

6 Sar ah  said, “ God  has  made  me  laugh,  and 
ev ery one  who  hears  will  laugh  with  me.” J 
7  She  also  said, “ Who  would  have  told Abra-
ham  that Sar ah  would  nurse chil dren?  Yet  I 
 have  borne  a  son  for  him K  in  his  old  age.”

Hagar and Ishmael Sent Away
8  The  child  grew  and  was  weaned,  and Abra-
ham  held  a  great  feast  on  the  day  Isaac  was 
 weaned. 9  But Sar ah  saw  the  son mock ing  
—   the  one Ha gar  the Egyp tian  had  borne  to 
Abra ham. 10  So  she  said  to Abra ham, “ Drive 
 out  this  slave  with  her  son,  for  the  son  of  this 
 slave  will  not  be  a coheir  with  my  son  Isaac! ”

11  This  was  very dis tress ing  to L Abra ham be-
cause  of  his  son. 12  But  God  said  to Abra ham, 
“ Do  not  be dis tressed M  about  the  boy  and  about 
 your  slave. What ev er Sar ah  says  to  you, lis ten 
 to  her, be cause  your o� spring  will  be  traced 
 through  Isaac, 13  and  I  will  also  make  a na tion 
 of  the  slave’s  son be cause  he  is  your o� spring.”

14 Ear ly  in  the morn ing Abra ham  got  up, 
 took  bread  and  a waterskin,  put  them  on Ha-
gar’s shoul ders,  and  sent  her  and  the  boy 
 away.  She  left  and wan dered  in  the Wil der-
ness  of Be er-she ba. 15  When  the wa ter  in  the 
 skin  was  gone,  she  left  the  boy un der  one  of 
 the bush es 16  and  went  and  sat  at  a dis tance, 
 about  a bow shot  away,  for  she  said, “ I  can’t 
 bear  to  watch  the  boy  die! ”  While  she  sat  at  a 
dis tance,  she N  wept loud ly.

A 19:37 = From My Father   B 19:38 = Son of My People   C 20:3 Lit is possessed by a husband   D 20:5 Lit with integrity of 
my heart   E 20:5 Lit cleanness of my   F 20:6 Lit with integrity of your heart   G 20:8 Lit in their ears   H 20:15 Lit Settle in 
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