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Dear Little Black Girl, your strength is deeply
rooted in knowing your value.

JOYCE MHANGO CHAVULA

Actor *» Film Maker » Voice Over Artist
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LOUISA MSISKA

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT:
ACHIEVING FINANCIAL
INDEPENDENCE THROUGH
SACCOS

FOUNDTION \FOR GIRLS

-

THERESA PHONDO
GETTING INTO TOMATO
FARMING WORLD FOR WOMEN




Elysian got the opportunity to be a part of the
team that is delivering the Digital and
Entrepreneurship Skills Training program in
the Southern and Eastern parts of Malawi.
This offer came from Dzuka Africa
Organization - a woman led organization that
seeks to heighten the employability of youths
and women by providing skills training, among
others.

It was this opportunity that birthed the idea of
The Woman's Issue. For so many years women
have been made to believe that the other
woman in the same space as you is an enemy.
This has cost us a great deal of opportunities
and friendships.

In this issue of Elysian, we are providing a platform for young and amazing women to tell their
stories and give us a glimpse into their businesses. We are choosing to challenge the narrative that
women can't work together; that another woman can't be an ally.

Putting this magazine together was an awesome experience because of the moments that | got to
share with these women. | hope as you read through the magazine that you get to create your own
moments and that you get a renewed need to support women in all their glory.

Here's to beautiful women. Thank you for showing the world that women can wear their crowns
loudly and unapologetically.

Love and Peace,

THOKO KADEWERE
EDITOR
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RJ the DJ, real name Rejoice Msindo, is a professional club, event, festival
and corporate DJ. She has a long portfolio of performances including
major festivals, clubs and corporate functions and events across Malawi
and the African region - from Zambia, South Africa as well as Tanzania.

She has featured in a number festivals notably Lake of Stars and
Tumaini Festival in 2018 and 2019. She was invited as a guest and
performing DJ in Zambia at the beginning of 2019 and later in South
Africa in March of 2019. In 2020, R) the D] was Airtel Malawi's choice DJ
for their IPO listing Cocktail tour and successful listing party events.
Later in March, R] the DJ was part of the British Council's Selector Tour
with BBC 1Xtra’s Jamz Supernova.
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Theresa Phondo is an actress, musician and a public speaker. She is also a former
member of Zathu Band. She is the Co-Founder of a partnership called Hillcrest
Trading, a business specialized in milling, farming and real estate. Theresa holds a
Bachelor’'s of Business Management & Entrepreneurship Degree and is currently
pursuing a Master’s Degree in International Relations.
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t, writer and SDG advocate. She is the
amsiska.com, a personal blog where she
shares her ideas and aspirations. Louisa holds a
achelor's in Business Administration and works as an

Accounts Assistant in a Tech Solutions c‘impany.
‘r"i‘“‘“\




by Chimuenuie Mbmbwie = Faunder of Kwath Nl Kwanu
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Tendai is a Development Specialist who holds a Masters in
Development Studies. She was a 2017 Mandela Washington Fellow
(YALI) and a 2018 Fellow of Brown University's International Advanced
Research Institute (BIARI). She is passionate about girls and youth
empowerment and volunteers with various local organizations. She
received the 2018 GESU Inspirational Woman of the Year Award in
recognition of her voluntary work. She works at the Public Affairs
Section of the U.S. Embassy in Malawi as the Cultural Affairs Specialist.
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SAFRICA

GENDER EQUALITY
CONFERENCE 2021

THE AFRICA GENDER EQUALITY CONFERENCE DECLARATION

Eﬁ 8th - 10th March, 2021
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