Important points when driving in Japan

‘@ @

.oyasan Drive Around

Road Guidebook to Koyasan

Basic traffic rules in Japan

Drive on the left side. A red traffic signal means A green arrow traffic signal Don't Drink and Drive Driving while using a
“STOP". indicates that only those Laws regarding drunk driving are smartphone is not allowed.
going to the corresponding extremely strict in Japan, and driving after
direction may proceed. even a single drink is illegal. Penalties
apply to the driver, passengers, and
H H H whoever served the drink.
Main road signs in Japan

2 /4
\{ S If you have any questions,
< @ ! ask the rental car staff!
/ Tips

When renting a car in Japan, the staff will probably give you
a pamphlet with a basic explanation of Japanese traffic laws
and the meaning of different signs. If you're not sure about
something, be sure to ask!

Stop Railroad Crossings No entry to vehicles No parking
Always stop at a railroad
crossing. Check both ways,
and proceed if safe.

MAPLODE ? About Denso MAPCODE

z . .
~ Using Google Maps together with
. . - ) our car's GPS is recommended!
The Denso MapCode system is used in Japan to reference geographic Tips y
locations, and makes it easy to enter your destination on the car's GPS device. Sometimes the GPS can give bad directions or the English
(If renting a car, ask to be sure the car's GPS supports MapCode.) translation leaves something to be desired, so it's best not

to depend on it entirely. Periodically check the road signs

Each MapCode is a number between 9 and 12 digits, and can with an app such as Google Maps to confirm your location.

be entered into the GPS instead of an address or phone number.

MapCode numbers refer to a 3x3-meter area, precise enough "2 71— K" and "MAPCODE" are registered trademarks of

to give you directions to the entrance of a parking lot. DENSO Corporation.
Using a Rental Car and Gas Stations in Japan L
) ~ Helpful Japanese for
You should return your rental car with a full tank of gas. Although gas .
: . . ) Lo Tips Use at a Gas Station
stations offer both self-service and full-service, choosing full-service is
recommended unless you are fluent in Japanese. There are 3 types of .
. . . . Regular mantan Regular nijyu’liter
gasoline: Regular, premium, and diesel. Almost all rental cars in Japan
S5 1 25 ey 2 —1
take regular, but it's best to double-check at the time of rental. A= T beiag=awe=
Fill up with regular, 20 liters of regular,
please. please.
If you do not have time to stop at a gas
station before returning your rental car, . . . . .
you can ask to have the fuel cost added to Shiharai wa genkln Shiharai wa card
your bill, but you will end up paying a KiLIRE KihlEh—F
remium for this convenience. f f
6?“: P! - I'd like to pay I'd like to pay
The different types of gas are color-coded. with cash. with a credit card.
*10:ju, 20:nijyu, 30:sanjyu
ctails o each spot can also be
) [=]33[= found on Google Mapg,
'Ol www.instagram.com/visitwakayama/ ﬁ www.facebook.com/visitwakayama/ PV Visitwakayama.jp -i

Tourism Exchange Division, Wakayama Prefectural Government
1-1 Komatsubara-dori, Wakayama City 640-8585, Japan TEL +81-73-432-4310 URL visitwakayama.jp E-mail e0625001@pref.wakayama.lg.jp



Sample itineraries for getting the most out of an overnight
stay in Koyasan and the surrounding foothills

History & Culture Route

Visit many of Koyasan's top historical and cultural spots,
particularly those associated with the Sanada samurai clan.

Gourmet Route

Enjoy the very best of Koyasan's culinary delights, from fresh

fruits to traditional local specialties.

Day 1
12:00 Kansai International Airport
12:30 Rental Car Pickup
| B 60 min
@ Kudoyama Parking lot
1h 30 min Walk around the KudoyamaArea

m 1 Sobadokoro Yukimura An 2 Gratin Café

u 3 Kudoyama Sanada Museum 4 Zenmyosho-in Temple (Sanadaan)

| B 15 min

| B 20 min

Day 1
12:00 Kansai International Airport
12:30 Rental Car Pickup

| B 60 min

( m 22 Tsukinagi

} B 30 min

( n 23 Kunigi Fruit Farm

| B 10 min

( n 17 Kunigi Hiroba

| B 10 min

( n 24 Jison-in Temple 25 Niukanshofu-jinja Shrine

( u 6 Niutsuhime-jinja Shrine
| B 15 min

( n7 Hanasaka Drive In
| B) 30 min

( m8 Fukuchi-in Temple 9 Rengejo-in Temple

Day 2

9:00 ﬂ 13 Koyasan Tourist Information Center Parking lot

|
(5 Keyasan croisinmici Observatory )
)
)
)

) 2h 30 min Walk around the Koyasan Area

| B 60 min

( mS Fukuchi-in Temple 9 Rengejo-in Temple

N O N

Day 2

9:00 n 13 Koyasan Tourist Information Center Parking lot

E) 5 h walk around the Koyasan Area

m 15 Chuo Shokudo Sanbo

n 10 Koyasan Reihokan Museum 11 Danjo Garan Sacred Temple Complex

12 Kongobu-ji Head Temple

m 15 Chuo Shokudo Sanbo

n 10 Koyasan Reihokan Museum 11 Danjo Garan Sacred Temple Complex
12 Kongobu-ji Head Temple

| E) 10 min

n 26 Nakanohashi Parking lot

<_ 14 Okuno-in )

| Main Route [E) 40 min

<m 16 Old Stream

> Alternate Route

) 30 min
1 B 15 min
( n 17 Kunigi Hiroba ) m 20 Yadori Onsen )
Iyashi-no-Y
| B 15 min ( yashi-no-Yu
| B 15 min
u 18 Kakinoha-zushi
Tanaka ( n21 Tamagawa-kyo Gorge >
| B 15 min | B) 15 min

( n 19 Marutaka Inari-jinja Shrine )
| B) 5 min

p Hashimoto-higashi Interchange

Legend @ Address  © Business Hours 8 Holiday

Parking Lot

| B 10 min

n 26 Nakanohashi Parking lot

LD 14 Okuno-in

| B 30 min

(D 27 Konnyaku Kobo

| B) 15 min

( n 28 Michi-no-Eki Kaki-no-sato Kudoyama

1 B) 15 min

( 18 Kakinoha-zushi Tanaka

| B 15 min

( u 19 Marutaka Inari-jinja Shrine

L

| B 5 min

p Hashimoto-higashi Interchange

The roads around Koyasan are mountain roads, and can be steep
and narrow in places. Use caution at all times when driving!

Attention

Particular care is required in winter months, when the roads can

freeze and accumulate snow.

A Caution Scenic Vista @ Souvenir Shop
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. . . Winter Road
Differences in Elevation and Average Temperature Koya Closures
between Osaka and Koyasan
i Town Winter road controls on Route
,000m
Gokurakubashi Sta. =mzay 37(1j t’\;ke effect between Dec.
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Osaka V. Daytime (7am-5pm):
500m 0m . Kudoyama Must carry chains
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Yearly Average 1 7.6°C 1 5. 1 °C 1 1 .7°C
g 2km
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The Koyasan Foothills

The towns of Kudoyama, Katsuragi, and Hashimoto collectively comprise the Koyasan Foothills, and it is here
you will find Jison-in Temple, Niukanshofu-jinja Shrine, and the Koyasan Sankei path, all of which are intimately
connected to Koyasan itself and have been recognized as World Heritage sites as part of the “Sacred Sites and
Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii Mountain Range” designation.

Fruits are grown in this area year-round, including peaches, persimmons, and mandarin oranges (mikan),
and some plantations offer freshly-picked fruit to visitors. One of the traditional specialties, kakinoha-zushi,
is sushi wrapped in a persimmon leaf.

~ Koyas;n Choishi-michi‘()bsefvafoyy

BHLNEERZA

At the top of a steep hill from Jison-in is an observation point where you can gaze out
at the Kinokawa plain, with superb views of Koyasan and the towns of Kudoyama,

Hashimoto, and Katsuragi.

[ 3 Kudoyama Sanada Museum
HHI2—Y7 L [205727 402%32

Yukimura Sanada was the last great commander
in the Warring States period (16th century).
This museum in Kudoyama, where Sanada spent
time in exile, tells the story of this courageous
military figure.

@ 1452-4 Kudoyama, Kudoyama Town

©9:00-17:00 @12 cars

8 Monday & Tuesday (and if Tuesday is a holiday,
also closed the following Wednesday)

3 28 Michi-no-Eki
Kaki-no-sato Kudoyama
BOR MOMERE M 205 727 722%22

n 4 Zenmyosho-in Temple (Sanadaan)

ELMPE(EMEAE) M 205727 402*32

It's believed that this Buddhist temple was built
on the spot where samurai Yukimura Sanada
and his father lived after being defeated by the
Tokugawa. In May the blossoming peony trees
add lots of color.

@ 1413 Kudoyama, Kudoyama Town
@12 cars

n25 Niukanshofu-jinja Shrine
FHEBRFFHE [ 205 756 041%82

Niukanshofu-jinja is a shrine that was built by
Kukai to enshrine the local guardian deities
when Jison-in Temple was founded.

@ 835 Jison-in, Kudoyama Town

A Information in English can be found at the Kaki no
Sato Kudoyama rest area.

n 24 Jison-in Temple

T M) 205 756 041*82

\ & There is no parking at the observatory, sg;please park nearby and v

On one of the routes leading to the temples of
Koyasan, Kaki-no-Sato is a rest area and shopping
facility in the town of Kudoyama. Light meals
are available in the cafe and there is a small
information space introducing local World

Until the late 1800's, women were not allowed to worship at Koyasan.
Jison-in, a temple on the way to Koyasan, welcomed female devotees.

f To Koyaguchi Sta.

Kudoyama Area Map

Heritage sites.

2 5-5 Nyugo, Kudoyama Town
©9:00-18:30 @January1-4 @119 cars

Today, it is known for the thousands of breast-shaped offerings hung

around the temple and grounds, to pray for women'’s health.

2 832 Jison-in Temple, Kudoyama Town @6 cars
A Information in English can be found at the Kaki no Sato Kudoyama rest area.

What to Eat in Kudoyama &4

From ison-in, walk to
@ Niu?aJnshofu:jinja Shrine. e E]
it Sobadokoro Yukimura An Gratin Café Old Stream
O@\x@ ZIEERR WM 205 727 402*32 758 h7x W205727 402%32 F—IL RZ FY—L [0205 636 580*57
‘0\{:\:@\;\(@ This soba restaurant is in a renovated kominka, ~ Enjoy piping-hot gratin at this cafe overlooking ~ On fine days it's popular to enjoy the freshly
€

4 o

.7 @ - @ are easily
Tip accessible from the
Kudoyama parking lot!

205 727 402*32 12 cars

To Koyashita Sta.l

.To Kamuro Sta.

Kudoyama Sta.

i

a traditional house. Sobadokoro Yukimura An
takes its name from nearby Sanadaan, a temple
built in remembrance of daimyo Masayuki Sanada
and his son, Yukimura.

2 1404 Kudoyama, Kudoyama Town

©11:00-18:00 (LO17:30) @12 cars

8 Monday (but open on holidays that fall on Monday;
in that case, closed the following Tuesday instead)

the river. It's best to arrive early, as servings
are limited. The cute decor is hand crafted by
the café owner.

2 1314 Kudoyama, Kudoyama Town
©®11:30-1400 @12cars
{8 Thursday (but open on holidays that fall on Thursday)

ground drip coffee on the lawn out in front.
A few minutes' relaxation in this beautiful
spot will leave you feeling refreshed!

@ 1-5 Nakakosawa, Kudoyama Town
© 9:00 - 15:00 B 20 cars
A Tuesday - Thursday



M 4 Niutsuhime:-jinja Shrine

PR A

Said to be founded more than 1700 years
ago, Niutsuhime-jinja is one of the older
shrines in Wakayama and a registered
World Heritage site. The deities enshrined
here are the guardians of Koyasan, the
Buddhist mountain-top temple complex
founded by Kukai.

) Kamiamano, K Town

[ 27 Konnyaku Kobo
Z A< IE 106 058367*88

At Konnyaku Kobo you can buy a variety of
fresh fruits and vegetables, pickled vegetables,
and sweets such as cookies and cakes. Meals,
including spaghetti and omelette rice (omurice),
are also served.

@ 324 Hoshikawa, Katsuragi Town

© Summer months: 9:00am - 6:00pm
Winter months: 9:00am - 5:00pm

B December 31 - January 10 @10 cars

SR

(™]29 Hatsusakura Shuzo Brewery
FIBCEE () [ 205 784 068+87

This sake brewery in Katsuragi Ama-no-Sato
proudly uses local ingredients and traditional
methods to make its rice wine. 100% of the rice
is sourced from Ama-no-Sato farmers.

@ 85 Nakaiburi, Katsuragi Town
©10:00-17:00
B6cars

(™]33 Katsuragi Amano-no-Sato

AOLEH REFDE

Enjoy some of the best pastoral landscapes in
the Koyasan area at this rural village, which
sits at 450m elevation. Its scenery is beautiful
in every season.

.<sw Detour )

S &E5%

©8:00 -19:00
~— ... B@5crs

_ (™34 Kanazawa Juoken
— Japanese Sweets Shop

. e fi] 205 786 262*32
This long-established shop makes Japanese
sweets using age-old methods. You can also
take up the challenge of making a traditional

Japanese confection, which you can enjoy
with matcha afterwards.

@ 757 Koyaguchi-cho nagura, Hashimoto City

() Open all year round

EBS Katsuragikan
BiRAE [ 205 787 455%05

This traditional-style building from
the late Meiji era was a ryokan (inn)
for Koyasan travelers. Today, the
public is not allowed inside, but
the 3-story wooden architecture is
still an impressive sight.

2 1053 Koyaguchi-cho nagura,
Hashimoto City

@5 cars

(OO}

n 19 Marutaka Inari-jinja Shrine

PAR=X gk 205 887 856*50

This hilltop Shinto shrine offers expansive views of the town below, and
85 vermillion torii gates form a beautiful tunnel to walk through. In spring,
approximately 150 cherry trees add to the picturesque scenery with their
delicate pink blossoms.

@ 1 Kinohikaridai, Hashimoto City @10 cars
A The parking lot is located after passing through the torii gate.

©9:00-17:00
(8 Tuesday
@ 20 cars

[3 s Kakinoha-zushi Tanaka
HOESLAS A LHLE M 205 822 466*78

A regional specialty, kakinoha-zushi is a
different kind of sushi. The fish, usually
mackerel or salmon, is placed atop vinegared
rice and everything is wrapped in a neat

bundle using a persimmon leaf. and persimmons.

@ 1-729 Ichiwaki, Hashimoto City
©8:00-19:30 © 10:00 - 16:00
B8 cars B Irregular @25 cars

A Caution required: narrow or steep road

I3 17 Kunigi Hiroba
IZERIS 205 732 846%54

Stop here to pick up some fresh produce
grown by local farmers, or handmade
konnyaku (konjac). If you're hungry,
try their freshly made croquettes or a
bowl of takikomi gohan seasoned rice.

@ 506-5 Minamibaba, Hashimoto City

n23 Kunigi Fruit Farm

EBE2E m 205 733 861+20

Here you will find fresh, seasonal fruits sold
directly by the growers. You can also pick
your own fruits in season, such as Asian
pears (nashi), mandarin oranges (mikan),

2 1342 Shimizu, Hashimoto City

Tsukinagi
B7E [ 10029 249*60

You can enjoy a steaming hot bowl of kamameshi, especially made using
local rice harvested from the field near the restaurant, in a calm atmosphere
at this Japanese-style folk house. There are partitions between the tables,
so you can stay comfortable.

2 827 Gomo, Hashimoto City
B Wednesday @20cars ©11:00-14:30,17:30 - 21:00

M ' Tamagawa-kyo Gorge

SIS

This gorge runs along National Route 371,
which leads to Koyasan. Beautiful canyon
scenery of.the four seasons unfolds in
places such as Inumodori, a viewpoint made
up of giant rocks.




{
A %
Koyasan and its pilgrimage routes, together with two other sacred

Kii Mountains, have Qeen designated a World Heritage by UNESCO
. g

~ Itis located almost right in the center of the mountain

=2
] w.Bus Only Road
Q.
Nyonin-do
Koyasan Area Map‘ (9}
2 Tokugawa Mausoleum
Time required to walk o

Tip around this area:

To about 90 min.

Kudoyama  Dai-mon

' n 12 Kongobu-ji Head Temple

#MIZEF [ 205 460 039*04

This temple, the head temple of Koyasan Shingon
esoteric Buddhism, was established»by Kukai and has
approximately 3,600 branch temples thfoughout Japan.

top. Don't miss the beautiful fusuma (panel) paintings
of seasonal flowers and birds, as well as the Banryutei
Garden, Japan's largest rock garden.

2 132 Koyasan, Koya Town @ 8:30-17:00 m

2 E ™

‘7 Time required to walk from
Tip the Nakanohashi parking lot

(i R

R LR Lt

B@
@

Daimon-minami Parking Lot
=E L KPIEEEES
205429 720*76 @200 cars

Central Office

to Okuno-in:

about 60-90 min. s
z o :
‘7 The towering Japanese ‘

Tip cedar trees and @
thousands of graves lend El
this place a solemn, even . @
mystical atmosphere. .-" 1 n

@ #1#' ichinohashi To @
5 > Information Center Koya-Ryujin
- Skyline

Koyasan Tourist Information
Center Parking Lot

BEILBLER L 2 —HES
il 205 460 039*04 @72 cars

Nakanohashi Parking Lot
R OIBELES
g 205 462 476*34 @186 cars

The central parking lots get very crowded on peak E' "'E
weekends. Parking at the Daimon-minami lot and
then taking the bus is recommended on busy days! .

2 0 Nankai Rinkan Bus >>> [1]

Attention

HIAN

= =

n 10 Koyasan Reihokan
Museum

T 205 460 039*04

Koyasan Reihokan Museum is a treasure

trove of Buddhist art, with some of the

oldest works dating back nearly 1200

years. The statues, including one of

Kobo Daishi, the founder of Koyasan,

are particularly impressive.

2 306 Koyasan, Koya Town

© May - October: 8:30 - 17:30,
November - April: 8:30 - 17:00

B New Year holidays

n 11 Danjo Garan Sacred
Temple Complex
B E{NEE [ 205 460 039*04

[ 12 okuno-in
BBk 205 462 476%34

The approximately two kilometer road
that leads to the mausoleum of the
monk Kukai - who is said to be carrying
out his pursuit of knowledge even now -

is surrounded by trees that are several
hundred years old.

2 550 Koyasan, Koya Town

The Danjo Garan Sacred Temple Complex can
be described as the center of Koyasan, which
was founded by Kukai (known posthumously
as Kobo Daishi) as a place for secret training in

Shingon esoteric Buddhism.

2 152 Koyasan, Koya Town
© 8:30-17:00

n7 Hanasaka Drive In
IEREIMRZA4 74> [ 205 454 685*28

This mountainside rest area has both a cafe
and dining area, making it a great place to
take a break from the road.

2 602-1 Hanasaka, Koya Town
© 9:00~17:00
B Irreqular @15 cars

nw

What to Eatin
Koyasan &~

Chuo Shokudo Sanbo
FREEIAIFS M 205 460 039%04

For a taste of shojin ryori at an affordable price,
try this centrally-located Koyasan eatery. The
menu also includes regional fare and light
options.

@ 722 Koyasan, Koya Town
© 11:00 - 15:00
{3 Irregular

Tsukumo Shokudo
2<% 205429 720%76

For over 50 years this restaurant has been serving
kamameshi, a traditional rice dish cooked in an
iron pot. The Japanese mountain vegetables and
dashi broth used give it a rich flavor.

9 243 Koyasan, Koya Town
©10:30-16:00
B Thursday

Komi Coffee

JEHEMBE M) 205 461 13902

Relax with a cup of specialty coffee made from
delicious spring water. For those with a sweet
tooth, how about pairing it with a chocolate-banana
crepe topped with freshly-ground cacao beans?

2 571 Koyasan, Koya Town

© Monday - Friday 9:30-18:00,
Saturday, Sunday 9:30-21:00

B Irregular



Other Accommodation Facilities
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37 Ama-no-Sato
ROE [ 205601 754*54

T

REYBRRWR L0 M 205618 433*%11

This natural hot spring has both indoor and outdoor baths. What better
way to relax mind and body than by taking in the mountain scenery
while having a soak? The popular on-site restaurant serves dishes made
with local ingredients.

The luxurious sugi and hinoki wood paneling give this mountain villa a
distinctive feel, and limited rooms ensure guests receive the best-possible
hospitality. Glamping facilities are also available.

2 1620 Shimoamano, Katsuragi Town
@ 5 Kitayadori, Hashimoto City © 11:00-21:00 & Tuesday - Thursday

ES Fukuchi-in Temple

B (TEY) M 205 460 435*75

Fukuchi-in Temple is the largest shukubo accommodation in Koyasan.
Guests can soak in the natural onsen hot spring water, in both indoor
and outdoor baths. Inside the temple, you'll find a number of historical
artifacts connected to the daimyo of the past, as well as artwork, some of
which dates to the 8th century. There are 3 different traditional gardens.

9 657 Koyasan, Koya Town
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m9 Rengejo-in Temple
EFEER (EY5) M 205 460 633*00

offer talks on Koyasan.

2 700 Koyasan, Koya Town

[E% Ajikan (Meditation)

FI=EAER [ 205 460 039*04

Ajikan meditation is practiced amidst the clear air in the morning.
Meditating in the Zazen posture with eyes closed and a clear mind is a
luxury not found in everyday life.

2 132 Koyasan, Koya Town

Fee: ¥1,000 (plus ¥500 admission
fee to Kongobuji Temple)
Duration: approximately 1 hour

To participate in the meditation,
inquire at the shop in the temple
annex building. More details in
Japanese are available on the
website.

Complete with meticulously raked gravel gardens, Rengejo-in oozes
Buddhist charm. Guests are invited to join morning services and monks

38 Kudoyama Ryokan
Tamagawatei
CEXEH/EE £)IIZ [ 205 728 422*51

This inn with Japanese-style tatami rooms is
located in town, and has a cafe on the first
floor that serves lunch and desserts.

@ 8-1 Shiide, Kudoyama Town

[E]39 Nakagawa Ryokan
H)IBREE [ 205 727 47131

This traditional-style inn is just 7 minutes on
foot from Kudoyama station. It's particularly
convenient for visitors planning to walk the
Choishimichi pilgrimage route.

@ 1421 Kudoyama, Kudoyama Town

[E]AO Hanazono Onsen
Kaho-no-Sato
B Z0RR FEEOE [ 205182 196*31

This mountainside accommodation with natural
hot-spring baths is surrounded by lots of nature.

2 779-1 Hanazono Yanase, Katsuragi Town

(=] 1 Route Inn Hashimoto

Jo— M 187 [ 205 822 222%15

Route Inn is a nationwide hotel chain offering
comfortable accommodation. Rooms at the
Hashimoto hotel are a little on the small side,
but quite reasonable. The hotel has a relaxing
hot spring bathing facility and a small number
of bicycles for guests to use free of charge.
Free Wi-Fi is also available.

2 4-10-28 Ichiwaki, Hashimoto City

(=] 42 Shikoan
HEBE EmAE M 205481 195%61

A Japanese old folk house that is being rented
out as a whole building located in a village
along National Route 480, the road to the
World Heritage Site Koyasan.

Although it is more than 100 years old, the
kitchen and bedrooms are newly built. Many
foreign tourists have repeatedly stayed here.

2 233-2 Shiga, Katsuragi Town

(=] 43 Koyasan Guesthouse Kokuu

=L R b/ ZKokuu [l 205 463 516%64

The first guest house in Koyasan has opened in
October 2012, allowing backpackers to stay in
the area at an affordable price.

Koyasan Guesthouse Kokuu welcomes travelers
from all over the world who are searching for a
friendly and relaxed environment.

9 49-43 Koyasan, Koya Town
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