


A review of the work of 
Arts and Culture 
August 2022 - July 2023





We hope you enjoy this year’s Annual Report, 
which is filled with examples of how we have 
brought people together to increase their 
creative confidence.  In November, we 
introduced a new role – Programme Manager 
for Cornwall – which has transformed our ability 
to support creative collaborations with our 
Penryn and Truro campuses.  We have 
established new networks - for Creative 
Leadership, and Creativity and Student 
Experience – that we’ll continue to build in the 
coming year, and we have either led or 
supported dozens of creative initiatives, helping 
bring early ideas to life.  Do please get in touch 
if you would like to know more about work.
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This programme brings creative practitioners into a 

research group or project, encouraging a mutually 

beneficial exchange of ideas and world views. 

Usually, artists and academics experience an 

almost constant pressure to create outputs, so we 

have removed this expectation and created space 

for curiosity and enjoyment. 

Often, these projects spark lasting collaborations, 

well beyond the seed funding of a 4-5 week 

programme. 

In 2022-23, we funded three Creative Fellowships. 

The demand was so high from academics, we 

provided four, smaller £1,000 grants to realise their 

creative projects with artists. 

https:/ /www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/ creative-fellowship 
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https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/creative-fellowship
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In this Creative Fellowship Tom and Natalie investigated 
Natalie’s undergraduate research-led module, designed 
to develop knowledge on the relationship between law, 
testimony and trauma.  Tom discussed with the 
students the legal cases they were researching and 
responded by creating experimental poetry from cut and 
pasted text, as a method of making sense of some of 
the issues being explored.   The students were also the issues being explored.   The students were also 
invited to express, through the medium of collage, the 
social and political ideas they were investigating. Tom 
and Natalie spent time sharing knowledge and personal 
experiences surrounding the theme of Law, Testimony 
and Trauma and in June; their collaboration resulted in 
an art installation at the Exeter Phoenix Art Centre.
. 

Tom Stockley, multidisciplinary 
artist

Dr Natalie Ohana of Exeter    
Law School

A Thousand Bursts 
of Light/A Violence 
Filled with Flowers
Creative Fellow:

Host:

https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/creative-fellowship/a-thousand-bursts-of-light




Daksha joined the interdisciplinary Environmental Justice 
research group to help them scope the direction of their 
shared research and teaching using creative methods. 

These led to a series of facilitated international 
conversations between students and staff across the 
globe, and then to two creative mapping workshops 
with the Environmental cluster group at the ESI. 

The workshops experimented with how visual thinking The workshops experimented with how visual thinking 
can help us to think through challenges and 
contradictions of a ‘wicked’ problem such as 
environmental sustainability and how the entanglements 
of in-justice can be solved holistically. 

Daksha Patel, multidisciplinary artist

Professor Clare Saunders, Politics, 
Head of Department of HASS 
Cornwall and Cluster Research Lead 
for Environmental Justice 

Exploring 
Environmental Justice
Creative Fellow:

Host:

https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/creative-fellowship/exploring-environmental-justice




EIlla and Tim spent a lot of time writing poetry together 
during their Creative Fellowship and were the first 
collaborators to take our Creative fellowships abroad,  
working together in Venice. Early on Ella delivered a 
session to some of Tim’s history students. He said it 
was the best example of teaching he has ever seen. 

The process of writing poetry and collaborating with The process of writing poetry and collaborating with 
Ella has fundamentally shifted Tim’s perspective on his 
work as an academic. Developing his creative 
expression has provided a new form for thinking about 
his research as well as how he communicates it. 

The pair have published a zine documenting their work The pair have published a zine documenting their work 
and Tim continues to write poetry, hoping to publish 
this alongside his academic publications from now on. 

Ella Frears, poet and artist

Dr Timothy Cooper, Centre for 
Environmental Arts and 
Humanities, Penryn Campus

Maritime Environmental History: Oral 
Histories and Creative Conversations
Creative Fellow:

Host:

https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/creative-fellowship/maritime-environmental-history-oral-histories-and-creative-conversations






https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/arts-commission


https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/arts-commission/All-That-Glitters




https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/creative-fellowship/arts-and-culture-fellow-judy-brown


https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/arts-commission/heres-to-thee


https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/news/fascinating-new-collaboration-sees-researchers-co-create-art-with-insects


https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/online-exhibitions/wicked-problems-the-humanities-in-an-age-of-planetary-agenda-setting


Displays in Queen’s
Wallpaper Commission 
with Emma Molony

Print maker Emma Molony was commissioned to Print maker Emma Molony was commissioned to 
design and make a wallpaper inspired by 19th century 
engravings in the University’s Fine Art Collection, after 
local scenes by JMW Turner.  Emma combined 
collages of acetate prints of the engravings, with her 
own designs, to create a beautiful hand-printed 
wallpaper with a contemporary feel. 
  
During the development process, Emma also ran two 
creative print workshops, one for staff and one for 
students, using the original 19th century engravings 
from our collections as inspiration.

You can see the wallpaper on display until July 2024, You can see the wallpaper on display until July 2024, 
between the display space and the Senior Common 
Room in the Queen’s Building on the Streatham 
Campus.

Find out more about Emma’s process of designing and 
making the wallpaper here.

https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/news/captivating-new-wallpaper-commission-installed-at-streatham-campus
https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/news/captivating-new-wallpaper-commission-installed-at-streatham-campus


https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/online-exhibitions/home-land










Partnerships & 
Collaborations
Responding to climate, social justice 
and well-being challenges.

Arts and Culture objectives:

• Enhance training, development and networks 
  with the cultural sector

• Champion public engagement with creativity at 
 the University

The majority of our work is delivered in partnership, 
working with peers inside the University and across 
the region. 

The following collaborations highlight the
interconnectedness of climate, social interconnectedness of climate, social 
justice and well-being challenges.



https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/arts-commission/musical-passage








https://www.sominsomatic.com/






https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/news/event-recording-embodied-labour-artist-talk-with-adam-garratt-and-laura




COP27: 
We Still Have a Chance
This project brings climate researchers and artists This project brings climate researchers and artists 
together to write powerful stories to be shared at the 
annual global climate conference. For COP27, we 
supported the presentation of a new performance by 
Cygnet Theatre at the Royal Albert Memorial Museum, 
Exeter to a sellout audience. We also assisted Dr Eliana 
Maestri in realising a series of print workshops with 
Double Elephant Print Workshop and a commissioned Double Elephant Print Workshop and a commissioned 
installation by Steve McCracken displayed in Exeter 
Library.  Dr Maestri successfully secured Arts Council 
England funding for her strand of the programme.

COP28: 
12 Poems for 12 Days of 
COP28
We continued our support for the COP28 iteration, 
enabling a series of writing workshops that were held 
online in March. The stories will culminate in a new 
publication, schools’ resource and performances.









https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/news/creative-together-collaborations-final-outputs


https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/online-exhibitions/a-spectacle-in-ink-a-gaze-upon-women-in-the-golden-age-of-illustration


Supporting module 
delivery and career 
development
Arts and Culture regularly contribute to module 
delivery, and now run annual workshops for the delivery, and now run annual workshops for the 
Medical Humanities module (compulsory for all 4th 
year medical students), Pathways to Arts, Culture 
and Heritage (a highly competitive vocational 
programme run by the Careers Zone), and 
Academic Professional Pathways (compulsory 
training for all new teaching staff). 

In addition, this year we developed a new ‘Building In addition, this year we developed a new ‘Building 
Creative Confidence’ workshop for the Student 
Well-Being team, and supported Nursing modules, 
for both 4th and 3nd Year students (see page 46 
for more on the latter). 





https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/online-exhibitions/exhibition-the-art-and-history-of-nursing




https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/collection/fine-art-collection


Thank You
We are so grateful to everyone who has worked with 
us this year, for all of their time, support, and 
imaginative energy. 

It has been a joy to welcome Annie Sheen to the team, It has been a joy to welcome Annie Sheen to the team, 
as our part-time Programme Manager for Cornwall, and 
Dom Jinks as our Innovation, Impact and Business 
lead. 

Many thanks also to Sarah Hamlin, Senior Finance 
Administrator, for keeping us on the budgeting Administrator, for keeping us on the budgeting 
straight-and-narrow, and the support of Tom Begbie, 
Amie Fulton and Martin Siegert for making Annie’s role 
possible.  We appreciate Vanessa Otim and Angela 
Mandrioli for their sterling work on the Fine Art 
Collection records, and Steve Haywood for his 
beautiful films and photographs that help tell the story beautiful films and photographs that help tell the story 
of our work. 

The Directors would particularly like to thank our core 
team who pour so much passion and brilliance into 
their work – Arts and Culture is very much a team 
effort, and it’s a privilege to work alongside such 
wonderful colleagues.



https://www.artsandcultureexeter.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/artsandculturex
https://www.facebook.com/ArtsAndCultureExeter
https://www.instagram.com/artsandcultureex/
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