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Philip Marzluf

Travel Writing in Mongolia
and Northern China, 1860-
2020

Travel Writing in Mongolia and Northern China, 1860-
2020 invites readers to explore Mongolia as an
important cultural space for Western travelers and
their audiences over three historical eras. Travelers
have framed their experiences and observations
through imaginative geographies and Orientalizing
discourses, fixing Mongolia as a peripheral, timeless,
primitive, and parochial place. Readers can examine
the travelersʼ literary and rhetorical strategies as they
make themselves more credible and authoritative and
as they identify themselves with Mongolians and
Mongolian culture or, conversely, distance themselves.
In this book, readers can also approach travel writing
from the perspective of women travelers, Mongolian
socialist intellectuals, twenty-first-century travelers,
and a Han Chinese writer, Jiang Rong, who promotes
cultural harmony yet anticipates the disappearance of
Mongolian culture in China.

BIOGRAPHY

Phillip P. Marzluf is Professor of English at Kansas
State University. He has published Language, Literacy,
and Social Change in Mongolia (Lexington 2018) and a
co-edited collection, Socialist and Post-Socialist
Mongolia (Routledge 2021). His work about Mongolia
has appeared in the Central Asian Survey, the Journal
of Asian Studies, Modern Chinese Literature and
Culture, and other journals.
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Rebecca Quoss-Moore

Gender and Position-Taking
in Henrician Verse
Tradition, Translation, and Transcription

Tradition, translation, and transcription in Henrician
verse functioned together in systems of communally
created, coded position-taking. Understanding this
system as an extensive network of production and
reception in which women took on many roles allows
for new readings of Henrician verse that emphasize the
interpretive range available to contemporary reading
and writing communities. This restoration
demasculinizes our approach to Henrician verse not
only through a more equitable consideration of
genderʼs functions in that social world, but also in de-
emphasizing individualized self-fashioning or authorial
intent in favor of an engagement with communal
production and shared sociopolitical engagement. The
creation in this system is not of a code, but of systems
for coding and recognizing position-taking. These
communal systems offer a site for the intersection of
reader and writer, of transcriber and composer, and of
King and courtier in a space that questions, creates,
and troubles power in the Henrician court.

BIOGRAPHY

Rebecca M. Quoss-Moore, Ph.D., is an assistant
professor of Early Modern British Literature at the
University of Central Oklahoma. Her research focuses
on gender in early modern literature and on
demasculinizing literary historiographies. Her work
has appeared in Explorations in Renaissance Culture,
Appositions, and The Palgrave Handbook of
Shakespeareʼs Queens.
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Penny Esterik

Designs on Pots
Ban Chiang and the Politics of Heritage in
Thailand

The prehistoric site of Ban Chiang in northeast
Thailand challenges the narrative of Thai origins,
while at the same time appealing to the publicʼs vision
of Thailand as an early centre of civilization. Ban
Chiang demonstrates the complexity of constructing
national heritage in modern Thailand, where the Thai
national narrative begins and ends with Buddhism and
the monarchy. 

Designs on Pots. Ban Chiang and the Politics of
Heritage in Thailand contributes to the literature on
cultural preservation, repatriation, fake antiquities as
souvenirs, and the ethics of collecting and
demonstrates how heritage tourism intersects with the
antiquities market in Asia. Ban Chiang itself is
important for rethinking the model of indigenous
development in Southeast Asian prehistory and
provides informed speculation about the borders
between prehistory, proto-history, and history in the
region, challenging current and past models of
Indianization that shape the Thai stateʼs heritage
narrative.
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Penny Van Esterik is Professor Emerita of
Anthropology, recently retired from York University,
Toronto. She is currently Adjunct Professor at the
University of Guelph. Her fieldwork was primarily in
Southeast Asia. She consulted with UNICEF, FAO, and
IDRC on topics related to food security and infant
feeding and has broad interests in the cultural history
of Southeast Asia.
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JJuulliiee  CCaammppbbeellll

WWoommeenn,,  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt,,  aanndd
PPrreeccuurrssoorrss  ooff  tthhee  FFrreenncchh
SSaalloonn,,  11553322--11661155

This study of ludic literary society in sixteenth-century 
France addresses Italianate practices of philosophical 
and literary sociability as they took root there. It 
asserts that entertainment activities of women-led 
circles illustrate the richly complex precursors of the 
seventeenth-century salons. Notions from the 
philosophy of play, such as those developed by Johan 
Huizinga, Eugen Fink, and Roger Caillois, who argue 
that play is critically intertwined with the development 
of society, provide a theoretical path across these 
periods of womenʼs engagement in literary culture. The 
barrister Estienne Pasquier, whose voluminous 
network of literary and legal connections permitted 
him entry into the society of such women, acts as an 
eyewitness to sixteenth-century circles. Ultimately, we 
see that the ludic activities in such society produced 
powerful influences that extended beyond the confines 
of the groups in question to shape ideas, attitudes, and 
activities—such as those of the salon cultural norms to 
come.
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TToommááss  MMaarriioo  KKaallmmaarr

KKiinngg  AAllffrreedd  tthhee  GGrreeaatt,,  hhiiss
HHaaggiiooggrraapphheerrss  aanndd  hhiiss  CCuulltt
A Childhood Remembered

This book situates Alfred the Great in his hagiographic 
context. For 150 years, the fables told in the ninth 
century about Alfredʼs childhood have posed 
interlocking disciplinary challenges to historians 
committed to evicting romance from history. Blending 
current Hagiography Studies with historical, literary, 
and biblical hermeneutics can help us forgo the anti-
hagiographic commitments which motivated the 
scholars who purified the Victorian cult of Alfred by 
expunging his legends and salvaging his historicity. 
The book focusses on the typological functions of three 
Alfredian fables from the Old English Chronicle, the Old 
English Boethius, and Asserʼs Vita Ælfredi, analyses the 
plot common to all three, critiques the psychological 
conjecture that Alfredʼs childhood memory was their 
common source, and shows that synoptically they can 
help us see how Alfred shaped the curve of his own 
lifeʼs destiny and how he engaged in the formation of 
his own cult to last a thousand years.
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AAlliicciiaa  SSppeenncceerr--HHaallll  aanndd  BBllaakkee  GGuutttt

TTrraannss  aanndd  GGeennddeerrqquueeeerr
SSuubbjjeeccttss  iinn  MMeeddiieevvaall
HHaaggiiooggrraapphhyy

Trans and Genderqueer Subjects in Medieval 
Hagiography presents an interdisciplinary examination 
of trans and genderqueer subjects in medieval 
hagiography. Scholarship has productively combined 
analysis of medieval literary texts with modern queer 
theory – yet, too often, questions of gender are 
explored almost exclusively through a prism of 
sexuality, rather than gender identity. This volume 
moves beyond such limitations, foregrounding the 
richness of hagiography as a genre integrally resistant 
to limiting binaristic categories, including rigid gender 
binaries. The collection showcases scholarship by 
emerging trans and genderqueer authors, as well as the 
work of established researchers. Working at the 
vanguard of historical trans studies, these scholars 
demonstrate the vital and vitally political nature of 
their work as medievalists. Trans and Genderqueer 
Subjects in Medieval Hagiography enables the re-
creation of a lineage linking modern trans and 
genderqueer individuals to their medieval ancestors, 
providing models of queer identity where much 
scholarship has insisted there were none, and re-
establishing the place of non-normative gender in 
history.
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EEddiitteedd  bbyy  SSiimmoonn  AAvveenneellll

RReeccoonnssiiddeerriinngg  PPoossttwwaarr
JJaappaanneessee  HHiissttoorryy
A Handbook

After war defeat in 1945, Japan underwent historic 
political, economic and social transformations 
resulting in the countryʼs rebirth as an economic 
powerhouse and exemplar of liberal democracy in East 
Asia. This handbook expands and enriches our 
understanding of this tumultuous contemporary era in 
Japanʼs modern history. Chapters in the volume ask 
novel theoretical questions and present fresh empirical 
perspectives on the era. How, for example, has the 
postwar era been chronologized to date and how might 
we rethink or enhance such interpretations? What can 
we learn by rethinking established moments and 
phases like the Allied Occupation, the period of high-
speed economic growth, the 1970s, the Bubble 
Economy, and the “lost decades” of Heisei Japan (1989-
2019)? What new issues might we introduce to subvert 
accepted understandings of the postwar era and its 
various sub-eras? Moreover, how might Japanʼs 
internal postwar be expanded by rethinking the era 
through novel historical frameworks and regional 
imaginaries such as East Asian history, Cold War 
history, environmental history and transnational 
history? Contributors attempt to transcend temporal, 
geographical, intellectual and other boundaries 
inherent in our current understandings of Japanʼs 
postwar experience to provide a compelling 
compilation of perspectives. Showcasing the work of 
historians and leading scholars from other disciplines, 
chapters cover thematic areas including the origins of 
the postwar era, postwar politics, society and popular 
culture, transnational and international interactions, 
and historical memory. The volumeʼs extensive 
chronological coverage, combined with the innovative 
perspectives of the contributors, make it essential 
reading for both researchers and learners interested in 
the multifaceted dynamics of Japanʼs fascinating 
contemporary era.

I S BN 
e - I S BN   
BI S AC 
BI C

Handbooks on Japanese Studies
June 2023
, 9 Illustrations, black & white
Hardback
174.0 x 246.0 mm
€195.00 / £177.00 / $229.00

978 90 485 5937 4
978 90 485 5938 1

HIS021000 / REF020000
HBTB

KEY W O R D S    
Japan, Japanese History, Postwar History

Amsterdam University Press
Nieuwe Prinsengracht 89
1018 VR Amsterdam

T +31 (0)20 420 00 50
info@aup.nl
marketing@aup.nl

www.aup.nl
facebook.com/AUPAcademic
twitter.com/AmsterdamUPress

TToo  pprree--oorrddeerr  tthhiiss  bbooookk  vviissiitt  wwwwww..aauupp..nnll
Distribution ROW via Wiley | Orders currently via email, for trade customers: trade@wiley.com For individuals: amsterdam.csd@wiley.com
Distribution North America via Baker & Taylor Publisher Services | www.btpubservices.com



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction: Imagining Japanʼs Postwar Era (Simon Avenell); 
Part 1: The Origins of the Postwar. 
Ch. 1 Rethinking Imperial Legacies and the Cold War in Allied Occupied Japan (Deokhyo Choi); 
Ch. 2 Money, Banking, and Fiscal Reforms in Allied Occupied Japan, 1945–1952 (Simon James Bytheway); 
Part 2: The Political Postwar. 
Ch. 3 Arguing with Public Opinion: Polls and Postwar Democracy (Adam Bronson); 
Ch. 4 Japanese Postwar Political History from Left to Right (James Babb); 
Ch. 5 Nationalism under the Banner of Pacifism: Japanese Atomic Bombing Sufferersʼ Struggle against the State
(Akiko Naono); 
Ch. 6 Living with and Fighting against the Postwar Regime: Conservatism and Constitution in Postwar Japan
(Christian G. Winkler); 
Part 3: Postwar Culture and Society. Ch. 7 Gendering Postwar Japan (Emily Chapman and Helen Macnaughtan); 
Ch. 8 Uncertain Futures, Destabilized Dreams (Eiko Maruko Siniawer); 
Ch. 9 Education in Japan Since 1945: Equality, Hierarchy, and Competition (Peter Cave); 
Ch. 10 From Raincoats to Ketchup: The Encroachment of Plastics during the High-growth Era (1955–1973)
(Katarzyna J. Cwiertka); 
Ch. 11 Birds and Children as Barometers of Japanʼs Postwar Environmental History (Janet Borland); 
Ch. 12 Japanʼs Got Talent: The Rise of Tarento in Japanese Television Culture (Seong Un Kim); 
Part 4: The Transnational Postwar. 
Ch. 13 Postwar Japanese Feminism in Transnational Perspective (Julia C. Bullock); 
Ch. 14 Postwar Japanese History Seen through the Science of Reproductive and Population Politics (Aya Homei); 
Part 5: Japanʼs Postwar in Asia and the World. 
Ch. 15 Japanʼs American Alliance: Forgoing Autonomy for Deterrence (H.D.P. Envall); 
Ch. 16 The Endless Postwar: Okinawa at the Modern Frontier (Luke Franks); 
Ch. 17 International Orders, Territorial Problems and Japanʼs Identity (Kimie Hara); 
Ch. 18 Manga, National Identity and Internationalization in Postwar Japan (Rebecca Suter); 
Part 6: Defining, Delineating, Historicizing, and Chronologizing the Postwar Era. 
Ch. 19 Discourses of War and Peace during Japanʼs “Postwar” (Philip Seaton); 
Ch. 20 Postwar in the Post-Cold War: Postwar in the Heisei Era (Eiji Oguma)

Amsterdam University Press
Nieuwe Prinsengracht 89
1018 VR Amsterdam

T +31 (0)20 420 00 50
info@aup.nl
marketing@aup.nl

www.aup.nl
facebook.com/AUPAcademic
twitter.com/AmsterdamUPress

To pre-order this book visit www.aup.nl
Distribution ROW via Wiley | Orders currently via email, for trade customers: trade@wiley.com For individuals: amsterdam.csd@wiley.com
Distribution North America via Baker & Taylor Publisher Services | www.btpubservices.com

file:///E:/inetpub/scripts/booksonix/aup/catalogues/www.aup.nl
mailto:trade@wiley.com
mailto:amsterdam.csd@wiley.com
file:///E:/inetpub/scripts/booksonix/aup/catalogues/www.btpubservices.com


Zhinia Noorian

Parvin Etesami in the
Literary and Religious
Context of Twentieth-Century
Iran
A Female Poet’s Challenge to Patriarchy

Parvin Eʼtesami (1907-1941) is among the few Persian
female poets, who has gained nationwide popularity,
while her authorship was disbelieved. She is celebrated
in a plethora of publications every year in Iran and
beyond. Eʼtesami is the only female poet who has
remained part of the daily lives of people in her society
for about a century. Her poetry appears in school
curricula both before and after the Revolution of 1979.
People use her poetry on social media, particularly in
critical times. It is also used in public speeches by Ali
Khamenei (r. 1989-present) the supreme leader of the
Islamic Republic. This book engages with Eʼtesami in
the transformational context of the early twentieth
century in Iran to investigate the controversies around
her identity as a popular female poet. It demonstrates
that the reason for Eʼtesamiʼs paradoxical popularity
was not merely her gender, but the transgression of
patriarchal Iranian-Muslim gender norms.
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Edited by Alex Stipriaan, Luc Alofs and
Francio Guadeloupe

Caribbean Cultural Heritage
and the Nation
Aruba, Bonaire and Curaçao in a Regional
Context

Centuries of intense and involuntary migrations deeply
impacted the development of the creolised cultures on
the Dutch Caribbean islands of Aruba, Bonaire, and
Curaçao. This volume describes various forms of
cultural heritage produced on these islands over time
and whether these heritages are part of their ʻnationalʼ
identifications. What forms of heritage express the idea
of a shared “we” (nation-building) and what images are
presented to the outside world (nation-branding)? What
cultural heritage is shared between the islands and
what are some real or perceived differences? In this
book, examples of cultural heritage on these three
islands ranging from sports to questions of
reparations, from museums to digital humanities, from
archaeology to music, from language and literature to
tourism, and from visual art to diaspora policies are
compared to developments elsewhere in the Caribbean.
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Susan Shifrin (ed.)
The Museum as Experience
Learning, Connection, and Shared Space
Museums have long been viewed as exclusive, excluding,
and as antiseptic to intimacy. In the past few decades,
however, humanized experiences—cultivated by
curators, educators, artists, activists, and marketers
alike—have emerged as the reason for being for these
cornerstones of community. Such experiences are often
possible only in museum settings, where cultural
exploration, probing conversation, and safe risk-taking
can occur in spaces now becoming sacred through
inclusiveness.

This book brings together an interdisciplinary collection
of essays examining the kinds of human experiences and
interactions that have converted the once-sterile
museum into a space of enlivenment and enrichment, as
well as physical and emotional well-being. The essays
focus for the first time on the uniquely human and
humanizing experiences to be found in the collections,
programs, exhibitions, and spaces of today’s museums.
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David Clark
Children’s Literature and Old
Norse Medievalism
This book explores the ways in which contemporary
authors respond to and rework key aspects of Old Norse
history and viking culture for young twenty-first-century
audiences. Why are contemporary authors and
audiences so manifestly attracted to the viking past? In
what ways do writers respond to Norse sources? How
do the narratives they tell reflect our beliefs about and
desires for the past, our constructions of childhood and
adolescence, our anxieties around gender, sexuality, and
ethnicity? How do these texts engage with a future
occluded by apocalyptic ecological threat? David Clark
explores these questions through readings of a rich body
of diverse material which retells, updates, and
transforms Norse culture. The volume contextualizes
Norse medievalism and explores how thematic foci on
gender, sexuality, disability, and ethnicity relate to
contemporary concerns around these topics, and the
construction of childhood.
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David Clark is the author of three monographs, four
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years taught and researched medieval literatures, gender
and sexuality studies, creative writing, and
contemporary medievalism. He currently teaches
Musical Theatre and vocal repertoire sessions for
London College of Music, and writes and sings around
Manchester.
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Amanda Goodman

Suzanne Conklin Akbari (eds.)
Practices of Commentary
Medieval Traditions and Transmissions
The comparative or connected study of localized
intellectual traditions poses special challenges to the
global turn in medieval studies. How can we enable
conversations across language groups and intricate
cultural formations, as well as disciplines? Practices of
commentary offer a compelling opportunity: their visual
layouts reveal assumptions about the relative status of
text and gloss, while interpretive interlinear or marginal
prompts capture the dynamic relationships among
generations of teachers, students, and readers. The
material traces of manuscript usage—from hastily
scrawled marginal notes to vivid rubrication—
illuminate the shared didactic and communicative
practices developed within scholarly communities. By
bringing together researchers working on specific
cultures and discourses across Eurasia, this volume
moves toward a global account of premodern
commentary traditions.
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Charles J. Halperin
The Rise and Demise of the
Myth of the Rus’ Land
The concept of the Rus’ Land (russkaia zemlia) became
and remained an historical myth of modern Russian
nationalism as the equivalent of “Russia,” but it was
actually a political myth, manipulated to provide
legitimacy. Its meaning was dynastic—territories ruled
by a member of the Riurikid/Volodimerovich princely
clan. This book traces the history of its use from the
tenth to the seventeenth century, outlining its changing
religious (pagan to Christian) and geographic elements
(from the Dnieper River valley in Ukraine in Kievan Rus’
to Muscovy in Russia) and considers alternative “land”
concepts which failed to rise to the ideological heights
of the Rus’ Land. Although the Rus’ Land was never an
ethnic or national concept, and never expanded its
appeal beyond an elite lay and clerical audience,
understanding its evolution sheds light upon the cultural
and intellectual history of the medieval and early
modern East Slavs.
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