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The Faces of Margraten
They Will Remain Forever Young

In the rolling hills of the Limburg Province, near the
village of Margraten, they slowly loom up, row after
row: thousands of white marble crosses and Stars of
David. They mark the final resting place of American
soldiers who died fighting to liberate the Netherlands
during World War II. While the headstones provide the
names and ages of those lost, they cannot tell us who
these soldiers were, what their lives were like, or who
they left behind. Nor can the peace and quiet at the
only American military cemetery in the Netherlands
reflect the harrowing experience and violent final
moments of the men and women who forever rest
here. 

Through hundreds of personal photographs and more
than 250 stories, The Faces of Margraten gives these
soldiers faces and voices again, telling not only the
history of World War II and the ending of the German
occupation of the Netherlands, but also revealing how
and why the Dutch people have never forgotten their
liberators. Concluding with a list of all the soldiersʼ
names, this commemorative book stands as a testament
to the service and sacrifice of the more than 10,000
Americans buried or memorialized as missing in
Margraten.
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Lucy Barnhouse

Hospitals in Communities of
the Late Medieval Rhineland

From the mid-twelfth century onwards, the
development of European hospitals was shaped by
their claim to the legal status of religious institutions,
with its attendant privileges and responsibilities. The
questions of whom hospitals should serve and why
they should do so have recurred — and been invested
with moral weight — in successive centuries, though
similarities between medieval and modern debates on
the subject have often been overlooked. Hospitalsʼ legal
status as religious institutions could be tendentious and
therefore had to be vigorously defended in order to
protect hospitalsʼ resources. This status could also,
however, be invoked to impose limits on who could
serve in and be served by hospitals. As recent
scholarship demonstrates, disputes over whom
hospitals should serve, and how, find parallels in other
periods of history and current debates.
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EEddiitteedd  bbyy  DDaammiiáánn  FFeerrnnáánnddeezz,,  MMoollllyy 
LLeesstteerr  aanndd  JJaammiiee  WWoooodd

RRoommee  aanndd  BByyzzaannttiiuumm  iinn  tthhee
VViissiiggootthhiicc  KKiinnggddoomm
Beyond Imitatio Imperii

This volume interrogates the assumption that 
Visigothic practices and institutions were mere 
imitations of the Byzantine empire. Contributors 
rethink these practices not as uncritical and derivative 
adoptions of Byzantine customs, but as dynamic 
processes in dialogue with not only the Byzantine 
empire but also with the contemporary Iberian context, 
as well as the Roman past. The goal of the volume is to 
approach Visigothic customs not as an uncritical 
adoption and imitatio of contemporary Roman models 
(an "acculturation" model), but as unique 
interpretations of a common pool of symbols, 
practices, and institutions that formed the legacy of 
Rome. The contributors argue that it is necessary to 
reconsider the idea of imitatio imperii trategic 
decisions in historically contingent circumstances.
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HHeeaatthheerr  KKeeyy

OOtthheerrwwoorrlldd  WWoommeenn  iinn  EEaarrllyy
IIrriisshh  LLiitteerraattuurree

In early Ireland, there were many names for what 
scholars have dubbed the ʻOtherworldʼ: the Plain of 
Delights, the Land of Youth, the Land of Promise, and 
more. Many of the myths and legends from this period 
involve an encounter between a hero and a woman 
from this Otherworld, with sufficient frequency to 
form a distinct theme within the literature. This book 
examines the particularities and consequences of these 
otherworldly encounters, attending in particular to the 
question of gender and the social dynamics at work. 
Five stories purportedly from the lost book Cín 
Dromma Snechta receive detailed analysis, alongside 
material from other sources, in order to reconstruct 
the mindset of the early Irish who told these stories 
about the Otherworld and their views about women in 
general.

BBIIOOGGRRAAPPHHYY

Dr. Heather C. Key is a scholar of early medieval 
Ireland and its literature. Her writings have appeared 
in Cambrian Medieval Celtic Studies, Oenach , and
Cosmos.
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Asaf Sharabi

The Biography of a God
Mahasu in the Himalayas

Mahasu is the joint name of four gods whose influence
is widespread throughout the Indian states of Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand. Like other deities in the
Western Himalayas, they are regarded as royal gods
who rule over territories and people. This book traces
changes in faith and practices surrounding the Mahasu
brothers, and shows how the locals understand these
changes by emphasizing the dominant role of humans
in the decisions of the gods. The locals are also
constantly testing the authenticity of the human
mediumship. Thus, the book presents the claim that
the gap between local conceptions of divinity and the
perceptions of anthropologists regarding gods may be
narrower than we think.
The Biography of a God: Mahasu in the Himalayas is
based on ethnographic research, resulting in an
important contribution to the study of Indian village
deities, Himalayan Hinduism, lived Hinduism, and the
anthropology of religion.

BIOGRAPHY

Dr. Asaf Sharabi obtained his doctorate in social
anthropology in 2010 from Bar Ilan University. In his
doctoral thesis he explored the encounter between
religion and contemporary modernity, in the context of
the religious revival movement in Israel. In 2013, he
undertook an ethnographic study in the Western
Himalayas, a study in which he intermittently engaged
to this day. The research focuses on the religious
experience and changing theological perceptions
relating to the image of local gods, especially Mahasu.
In 2021, his research Gods and goddesses in the
Western Himalayas - a comparative ethnographic
research won a research grant from the Israel Science
Foundation (ISF). His research interests include
anthropology and sociology of religion, ritual healing,
anthropology of gods, anthropology of Hinduism, and
anthropology of Judaism.
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Edited by Simon Avenell

Reconsidering Postwar
Japanese History
A Handbook

After war defeat in 1945, Japan underwent historic
political, economic and social transformations
resulting in the countryʼs rebirth as an economic
powerhouse and exemplar of liberal democracy in East
Asia. This handbook expands and enriches our
understanding of this tumultuous contemporary era in
Japanʼs modern history.

Chapters in the volume ask novel theoretical questions
and present fresh empirical perspectives on the era.
How, for example, has the postwar era been
chronologized to date and how might we rethink or
enhance such interpretations? What can we learn by
rethinking established moments and phases like the
Allied Occupation, the period of high-speed economic
growth, the 1970s, the Bubble Economy, and the “lost
decades” of Heisei Japan (1989-2019)?

Contributors attempt to transcend temporal,
geographical, intellectual and other boundaries
inherent in our current understandings of Japanʼs
postwar experience to provide a compelling
compilation of perspectives. The volumeʼs extensive
chronological coverage, combined with the innovative
perspectives of the contributors, make it essential
reading for both researchers and learners interested in
the multifaceted dynamics of Japanʼs fascinating
contemporary era.

BIOGRAPHY

Simon Avenell is professor at the Australian National
University. He specializes in modern Japanese history,
with a particular interest in civil society, social
activism, and the history of ideas in postwar Japan. His
latest book, Asia and Postwar Japan: Deimperialization,
Civic Activism, and National Identity, was published by
Harvard University Press in 2022.
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