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CHAPTER 6: CULTURAL HERITAGE 

INTRODUCTION 

Assessors 

6.1 This cultural heritage assessment was written by S.N. Collcutt MA(Hons) DEA DPhil FSA, A.P. 
Johnson BA(Hons) PhD MIfA, and M.R. Petchey MA DipArchaeol MIfA.  OAA were incorporated as 
a cultural heritage consultancy Company in 1987; since 2004, we have conducted a significant 
number of impact assessments of wind energy proposals across England, including, where 
required, the provision of expert evidence at public inquiry. 

Background Parameters 

6.2 The application site is centred at NGR TF 205 457 and lies within the District of North Kesteven.  
The land is in arable use.  There has been design iteration during the assessment project (see 
below) but the final assessed layout involves 22 turbines (125m maximum height to blade-tip) and 
their supporting site infrastructure (as described in detail in Chapter 4 Project Description). 

6.3 This assessment addresses the full range of cultural heritage matters, that is, archaeology and 
associated palaeoenvironmental material, built cultural heritage features and Historic Landscape. 
This Environmental Statement chapter is supported by Appendix 8.1: Technical Statement, 8.2: 
Cultural Heritage Scoping, 8.3: Cultural Heritage Gazetteer, 6.4: Archaeological 
Documentary and Cartographic Date, 6.5: Geophysical Survey, containing the full details of all 
procedures and data used and judgements made. 

6.4 In respect of potential direct (fabric) effects, a study area within a radius of 2 km (sometimes wider 
as comparisons have been required) of the centre of the proposal site has been used. 

6.5 In respect of potential indirect (setting) effects, a study area comprising a number of ‘concentric 
bands’ has been used.  Within 2 km of the centre of the proposal site, all cultural heritage assets 
(whether or not formally designated) have been considered.  All more important standing assets 
(including Scheduled Monuments and Listed Buildings of Grades I and II*) have been considered 
out to a radius of 10 km.  Thereafter, after due examination of the standard cultural heritage 
databases (including the National Heritage List and the County Historic Environment Record), any 
intrinsically more prominent or sensitive asset has been assessed, effectively out to a range of 
approximately 15 km. 

METHODOLOGY   

Standards 

6.6 The present document has been compiled as part of an Environmental Statement under the 
Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2000 (as 
amended).  In accordance with appropriate English Heritage guidelines (Planning for the Past: 
Volume 1 - A review of archaeological assessment procedures in England 1982-91 English 
Heritage 1995, page 16), this statement has been undertaken by qualified archaeologists/historians 

with suitable skills.  The statement has been structured in accordance with the guidelines set out in 
the document: Guidance on the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England 
and Wales) Regulations 2000, (now within the ambit of the Department of Energy & Climate 
Change).  Further relevant guidelines have also been consulted: Preparation of Environmental 
Statements for Planning Projects that Require Environmental Assessment: A Good Practice Guide 
(Department of the Environment 1995, TSO: London) and Environmental Impact Assessment: 
guide to procedures (Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 2004, TSO: London).  The 
relevant studies have been carried out in accordance with the Code of Conduct, Standards and 
Guidelines issued by the Institute for Archaeologists. 

Consultation 

6.7 Initial contact was made by Ecotricity with the County and District in respect of the cultural heritage 
during 2009-10.  Following appointment as assessors, OAA circulated a draft cultural heritage 
scoping in November 2010 to the following parties: 

 North Kesteven - Angela Haywood (Conservation Officer); Alan Oliver (Planning); Jenny 
Young (Heritage Trust of Lincolnshire, Archaeology). 

 Boston - Paul Edwards (Planning); Jenny Young (Heritage Trust of Lincolnshire, Archaeology). 

 Lincolnshire County Council - Dr. Beryl Lott (Cultural Heritage Manager). 

 English Heritage - Tim Allen, Dr. Ben Robinson. 

6.8 A final scoping, including provision for assessment of all specific assets mentioned by consultees, 
was circulated at the end of December, 2010. 

6.9 During the project, interim and final geophysical survey (field evaluation) reports were provided to 
the District’s archaeological consultee (Jenny Young, Heritage Trust of Lincolnshire), as was the 
final draft text of the desk-based assessment of the site (including cartographic and aerial 
photograph analysis).  The resulting mitigatory layout modifications (see below) were also notified 
to Ms. Young. 

Assessment Criteria – Archaeological Fabric 

6.10 The likelihood of intersection of the proposed development works with buried archaeological 
features has been assessed, taking into account existing documentary and historical records, 
cartographic evidence, aerial photographs and satellite imagery (cropmarks caused by underlying 
features), and field evaluation (geophysical survey, using  magnetic susceptibility and gradiometry 
to ‘image’ underlying features).  The heritage ‘importance’, or ‘sensitivity’, of the most probable 
categories of remains has been assessed against the criteria laid down in the County and Regional 
Archaeological Resource Framework & Agenda.  The magnitude of impact from direct (fabric) 
effects (normally irreversible) is a function of the degree of destruction of information that would 
result from development in the absence of mitigation. 
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Assessment Criteria – Setting 

6.11 The concept of the setting of cultural heritage features has long been evolving, according to 
professional usage and case precedents as well as to past guidance.  This evolution has recently 
been curtailed and it is uncertain as to whether, or to what extent, past experience and usage is still 
valid.  The current situation is represented in PPS5 1, which imposes the following definition: 

SETTING  

The surroundings in which a heritage asset is experienced. Its extent is not fixed and may 
change as the asset and its surroundings evolve. Elements of a setting may make a 
positive or negative contribution to the significance of an asset, may affect the ability to 
appreciate that significance or may be neutral.  

6.12 The present assessors take the term “experienced” to mean that the significance of an asset in its 
setting should be visible or otherwise capable of direct perception by the public. 

6.13 In keeping with relevant statute and case law, PPS5 defines heritage-significance in terms of 
‘special interest’, and extends the criteria involved from initial designation to all aspects of 
subsequent assessment, stating that: 

[Introduction] 5. Those parts of the historic environment that have significance because of 
their historic, archaeological, architectural or artistic interest are called heritage assets. 
[...].  

HE6.1 Local planning authorities should require the applicant to provide a description of 
the significance of the heritage assets affected and the contribution of their setting to that 
significance.  The level of detail should be proportionate to the importance of the heritage 
asset and no more than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal on 
the significance of the heritage asset. [...] 

6.14 The relevant policy and statutory basis requires that indirect (setting) impacts on the cultural 
heritage be assessed according to the following general schema: 

 Assessment of the heritage-significance of an asset (in terms of special interest). 

 Assessment of the contribution from setting to heritage-significance (1). 

 Identification of the setting elements potentially at risk from proposed development. 

 Assessment of the contribution from setting elements (3) to heritage-significance contribution 
(2). 

 Assessment of the likely magnitude of proposal effects upon contribution (4). 

 Assessment of the Planning-significance of assessed effects (5). 

                                                

1 DCMS 2010. Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic Environment Department of Culture, Media & Sport, 23 March 2010 
(Annex 2: Terminology). 

6.15 In practice, these steps (or some of them) may commonly be implied and/or merged, and there is 
usually rapid iteration in steps (1-3) to reduce the need for reporting of all aspects of any given 
asset, although a true gap or non sequitur in this logical chain would not be justified.  It is especially 
important to note that PPS5 Policy HE6.1 does not require the analysis and exposition of the full 
heritage-significance of every asset, only that level of detail which is “proportionate” and “no more 
than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal on the significance of the 
heritage asset”. 

6.16 The fact of formal designation, together with any ‘grading’ of importance, has served here as a 
starting point, at the scoping stage, but the assessment of heritage-significance has not been rigidly 
pre-judged.  Whilst a vocabulary of ‘Low-Medium-High’ is used to reflect scalar degrees in 
judgement, given the stepwise schema set out above, a simple ‘sensitivity versus magnitude of 
impact’ matrix would not reflect the proper assessment process.   The necessary professional 
judgement is therefore set out as an explicit verbal argument for each asset in the accompanying 
Technical Statement.   The final assessment of ‘significance of effect’ is given according to the 
following tabulation 2, with actual planning weight (needing to be carried forward to the overall 
planning balance) arising from effects (if adverse, equating with “harm”) of Major, or greater, 
‘significance’. 

 

                                                

2 DCLG June 2006. Environmental Impact Assessment: A guide to good practice and procedures – a consultation paper  Box on p.40. 
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6.17 Finally, in respect of setting, it is important to note that the Cultural Heritage and the Landscape & 
Visual Planning topics may not be ‘merged’ or in any way confused, in either policy or proper 
assessment parameters. 

BASELINE  

Policy Matrix 

6.18 The North Kesteven District Local Plan (adopted 2007) has the following policies (saved in 
September 2010) relevant to the main cultural heritage topics here at issue: Policies HE1-3, 5 and 
7. 

6.19 The Local Development Framework, in terms of North Kesteven and the wider Central Lincolnshire 
Joint Core Strategy, is still in consultation stage, although the current documentation appears 
consistent with both the Adopted Local Plan and national policy on the cultural heritage. 

6.20 The East Midlands Regional Plan (adopted 2009) has the following policies relevant to the cultural 
heritage: Policies 26 and 27. 

6.21 In respect of the cultural heritage, the statutory Development Plan appears fully consistent with the 
detailed expression of national policy set out in PPS5. 

Archaeological Fabric 

6.22 There are no designated cultural heritage assets within the proposal site. 

6.23 The only HER records relate to Romano-British pottery and some briquetage (a rough ceramic 
material normally used in vessels employed in salt-making), found along the line of the north-south 
gas pipeline, on the southwestern side of (and to the north, within) the proposal site.  It is unlikely, 
given the then fenland context, that there will be remains of any significant habitation within the 
proposal site but features, known as ‘salterns’, deriving from seasonal salt-making, involving 
mounds of broken briquetage and burnt material (‘red hills’), may be present along the former 
creek-sides; such archaeological sites do not usually comprise traces of major structures, a few 
postholes, pits and perhaps a basin or channel section being the most that would normally be 
expected, although some more varied midden material and even a kiln may be present at locations 
subject to more prolonged use.  Such sites are common in the region, there being over 300 known 
(probable) examples from the Iron Age and Roman period within the Lincolnshire fenland, as well 
as a smaller number of late Bronze Age occurrences; most, as would be the case within the 
proposal site, have been ploughed down, the survival of actual mounds at the surface being rare.   

6.24 During the geophysical survey (field evaluation), three location towards the northeastern corner of 
the proposal site produced magnetic signals suggesting the buried presence of burnt/fired material 
and possibly pit-forms; one of these anomalies (close to Holland Dike) showed a rather more 
substantial magnetic ‘signature’ which would be consistent with the presence of a moderately sized 
saltern (salt-making site, see above).  No briquetage or significant discoloration was noted in the 
topsoils during the survey in any part of the proposal site. 

6.25 Representing the history of the area since reclamation, there will be a number of disused field 
boundaries (mostly at locations known from maps) to be crossed by project trackways.  It is unlikely 

that the locations of any of the known pumping windmills along the northern and northeastern 
boundaries of the site will be intersected by development groundworks, although not all such 
features are necessarily known from the available maps.  The buried remains of a pentagonal duck 
decoy, some 240 m in overall diameter, have been identified as a cropmark (without surface 
expression), some 500 m NNE of Six Hundreds Farm.  Such features were relatively common in 
Lincolnshire (the county was said to be ‘the home of decoys’), although most, as at the proposal 
site, do not survive with surface expression in the modern agricultural landscape.  The pond, pipes 
(‘arms’) and enclosure ditch of the Six Hundred Decoy will probably preserve some evidence for 
construction and use during the suspected currency in the C18; if waterlogged or particularly well 
sealed, the deposits may preserve more varied organic remains, such as seeds, pollen, or timber, 
providing information on the use of the decoy and the local environment.  There is only minor 
documentary evidence for this particular example.  The Six Hundred Decoy is considered to be an 
archaeological site of regional significance, whilst other traces of the post-reclamation history of the 
proposal site would be of local significance. 

6.26 The probable grid connection route (although subject to a separate application in due course) has 
been considered and the known cultural heritage material in a ‘corridor’ along this route has been 
reviewed as a desk-based exercise.  There are no significant buildings within this corridor, the 
nearest traditional agricultural structures being at Parks (Hall) Farm, some 300 m east of the 
proposed line.  There are no designated entries of any kind on the National Heritage List within a 
kilometre of the proposed line.  The County HER (PRN 13900) notes rectilinear cropmarks within 
the field centred at TF 187 396 (immediately west of Bicker Wind Farm), although the Google Earth 
© image referenced is not particularly convincing.  However, further north on the GE satellite 
images, there are clear archaeological cropmarks in the fields just east of the Old Sixteen Foot 
Drain centred at TF 192 415 (Getmapping 311207 & Digital Globe 260404) and TF 194 418 (Digital 
Globe 260404), plausibly representing a Romano-British farmstead, droveway and field system; the 
proposed connection line would run in the fields immediately to the west of the drain but might 
cross the periphery of the area of archaeological interest (unresponsive crops in all available 
images).  At the northern end, just before the A 17, the line runs outside (west of) the former formal 
grounds of Park House (a C19 mansion, since demolished), although still within the area known as 
“Abbey Parks” (unexplained placename). 

Setting 

6.27 Appendix 6.1: Technical Statement  accompanying this ES chapter contains detailed descriptions 
and discussion of significance for all the cultural heritage assets listed below. 

6.28 The following Scheduled Monument lies within c.2.5-5 km of the centre of the proposed 
development. 

 Settlement site 650 yards (600 m) east of Holme House, Heckington (SM LI317 - TF 17912 
45474) 

6.29 The following Scheduled Monuments lie beyond 5 km from the centre of the proposed development 
and were included in the assessment at the specific request of consultees. 

 Remains of Medieval monastery, moated manor house, fishponds and post-Medieval garden, 
South Kyme (SM 22622 - TF 16896 49753) 

 Village Cross, North Kyme (SM 22632 - TF 15164 52667) 
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 Butter Cross, Tattershall (SM 22633 - TF 17912 45474) 

 Churchyard Cross, St Oswald’s Churchyard, Howell (SM 22635 - TF 13507 46242) 

 Butter Cross, Swineshead (SM 22666 - TF 23788 40250) 

 Stump Cross, Swineshead (SM 22667 - TF 23934 39716) 

 Churchyard Cross, St Andrew, Heckington (SM 22670 - TF 14292 44106) 

 Tattershall Castle & College, Tattershall (SM 22720 - TF 21162 57515) 

 Remains of a motte and bailey castle in Manwar Ings, Swineshead (SM 22744 - TF 24326 
40978) 

 Swineshead Abbey, Swineshead (SM 22747 - TF 24888 40684) 

6.30 The following Listed Buildings lie within c.2 km of the centre of the proposed development. 

 Church of St John The Baptist, Claydike Bank (west side), Amber Hill (LB II No.192067 – TF 
21896 47348) 

 Kyme Tower, Church Lane, South Kyme (LB I No.192771 – TF 16858 49622) (cf. SM) 

 St Mary & All Saints Church, Church Lane, South Kyme (LB II* No.192770 – TF 16854 49788) 

 Church of All Saints, Holland Fen with Brothertoft (LB II No.191922 – TF 23218 50176) 

6.31 The following Listed Buildings lie well beyond 5 km from the centre of the proposed development 
and were included in the assessment at the specific request of consultees. 

 Church of St Edith, Church Lane (east side), Anwick (LB I No.192548 – TF 11451 50642) 

 Church of St Andrew, Asgarby & Howell (LB I No.192554 – TF 11627 45389) 

 Church of St Oswald, Asgarby & Howell (LB II* No.192556 – TF 13507 46256) 

 Church of St Andrew, Church Lane (north side), Ewerby & Evedon (LB I No.192565 – TF 
12166 47277) 

 Church of St John The Baptist, Church Street (south side), Great Hale (LB I No.192585 – TF 
14841 42926) 

 Church of St Andrew, Church Street (east side), Heckington (LB I No.192598 – TF 14293 
44120) 

 Heckington Mill, Hale Road (west side), Heckington (LB I No.192603 – TF 14564 43537) 

 Manor Farmhouse, The Green (east side), Helpringham (LB II* No.192615 – TF 14007 40730) 

 Church of St Andrew, High Street (south side), Helpringham (LB I No.192618 – TF 13875 
40749) 

 The Old College (behind No.3 Market Place), Tattershall (LB II* No.400468 – TF 21297 57847) 

 Tattershall Castle, Sleaford Road (south side), Tattershall (LB I No.400478 – TF 21056 57544) 
(cf. SM) 

 Ticket Office & Shop, Tattershall Castle (LB I No.400479 – TF 21140 57592) (cf. SM) 

 Kitchen Ruins, Tattershall Castle (LB I No.400480 – TF 21065 57522) (cf. SM) 

 Round Towers, Tattershall Castle (LB I No.400481 – TF 21062 57558) (cf. SM) 

 Tattershall Castle moat walls, Tattershall (LB I No.400482 – TF 21104 57512) (cf. SM) 

 Tattershall Castle Stable Ruins, Tattershall (LB I No.400483 – TF 21019 57562) (cf. SM) 

 Church of Holy Trinity, Tattershall (LB I No.400485 – TF 21210 57584) 

 Church of St Mary, South Street (west side), Swineshead (LB I No.408242 – TF 23753 40194) 

 Church of St Botolph, Church Close (south side), Boston (LB I No.486305 – TF 32692 44181) 

6.32 The following non-designated assets (with potential standing elements), included in the Lincolnshire 
Historic Environment Record, lie within c.2 km of the centre of the proposed development. 

 Former Primitive Methodist Chapel & Sunday School, Heckington Fen (HER No.62989 – TF 
18376 45886) 

 Former Church of St John, East Heckington (HER No.63654 – TF 20406 43848) 

 Former smithy, East Heckington (HER No.63819 – TF 19306 44353) 

ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS 

Archaeological Fabric 

6.33 Any examples of salterns found at Six Hundreds would be considered to be archaeological sites of 
local significance, possibly of regional significance were one to survive in an unusually complex 
form and/or with good survival of organic remains. 

6.34 The Six Hundred Decoy is considered to be an archaeological site of regional significance, whilst 
other traces of the post-reclamation history of the proposal site would be of local significance. 

6.35 The proposed development will not harm or obscure the Historic Landscape in this area.  There will 
be no highways works likely to cause significant direct (fabric) effects.  With respect to the probable 
grid connection, the line is to be carried overhead, on field poles, such that any potential direct 
(archaeological) effects would be minimal. 

Setting 

6.36 Falling within 10 km of the centre (NGR TF 204 457) of the proposed wind park development at 
Heckington Fen, totals of 15 Scheduled Monuments (2 of them more distant still) and 206 Listed 
Buildings (and an additional 11 more distant still) have been considered (through the standard 
documentation for designated assets, as well as by means of additional mapped and satellite 
archives) in the present setting assessment.  All the Scheduled Monuments, the higher Grade (I 
and II*) Listed Buildings and all assets within 2 km have been field-assessed (all of them on at least 
two separate occasions). 



Heckington Fen Wind Park Environmental Statement Chapter 6: Cultural Heritage 

4038_P0126_02   If printed this document will be considered UNCONTROLLED Page 6 - 5 

6.37 During this work, the likely intervisibility between historic assets and proposed turbines has been 
sought out but such intervisibility is not automatically to be equated with undesirable impact.  Thus, 
the setting of all relevant cultural heritage assets has been considered and the potential 
development effect upon the significance of the assets has been assessed.  The Technical 
Statement accompanying this ES chapter contains a full description of this process for each asset. 

6.38 The large majority of cultural heritage assets in the area will receive no (or ‘negligible’) effects from 
the proposed wind park development; this holds for the assets for which an explicit assessment text 
had been included in the Technical Statement (as a precautionary step) and for those assets 
eliminated as even less vulnerable on reasonable documentary grounds.  Table 8.1 at the end of 
this chapter contains entries for all those assets judged to be likely to receive at least a ‘low’ 
magnitude effect; the relevant view is noted in each case. 

6.39 Lincolnshire has one of the finest collections of Medieval churches in England; there are some 600 
known foundations, of which 457 are extant (at least in part) as Listed Buildings.  Most of them (as 
they survive) were built in the Perpendicular style on the wealth of the wool trade.  However, the 
wider agricultural value of the fenlands was also a factor, becoming particularly important in the 
C18 and C19 and allowing high quality restoration of those churches around the fenland edge, not 
to mention establishment of new parish churches outwards as the reclamation progressed.  
Churches are a particularly sensitive category in connection with wind farm proposals and the 
present case is no exception.  This is not a strongly 'religious' matter per se - it is simply that 
churches have functioned historically as 'social nodes' in the landscape.  They are often 
constructed to be seen from afar (towers/spires and, where available, prominent locations) but 
there is an expectation that churchyards should be relatively 'quiet' places (often, indeed nearly 
always, secured by perimeter treatment).  Churches have an attraction for the community as a 
whole.  Furthermore, they have a special attraction for those who worship there (even occasionally) 
or who have relatives or friends buried in the graveyard.  Thus, undue impact upon a church is 
usually more likely to attract local, regional and possibly even national comment than an impact 
upon any other category of cultural heritage feature.  It is for this reason that the setting of churches 
in this vicinity have been analysed very carefully, so as to avoid such impact. 

6.40 In as much as church towers and spires are visible over long distances in this fenland-edge 
landscape, many of the local examples would be visible from points ‘within’ the proposed turbine 
group.  However, there are no public footpaths across the proposal site. 

6.41 Similarly, looking ‘through’ the proposed development at a church on the ‘far’ side, each spire or 
tower will remain recognisable.  Since no prominent church stands close to the proposal site, 
distant spires would stand well ‘below’ foreground turbine blades. 

6.42 Taking the viewpoint to the ‘far’ side of a church, it is important that the visual dominance of the 
latter be maintained.  Again, because of the significant remove between prominent churches and 
the proposal site, turbines would never challenge the church spires in this configuration. 

6.43 Moving to the environs of a church, and eventually into the churchyard itself, it is noteworthy how 
closely most of the examples in the present survey area are flanked by built form and tree-planting.  
The architectural detail and proximal setting of Kesteven churches are normally very well 
embedded within their respective villages.  St Botolph’s (Boston Stump), with its balcony around the 
tower, is a special case, with a designed outward panoramic view; the considerable distance to the 
proposed development would reduce it to a relatively minor detail in the complex landscape visible 

from this high viewpoint, itself originally dedicated to the spotting of mercantile movements on land 
and sea. 

6.44 There are no cases resulting from the Heckington Fen proposal which would result in high 
magnitudes of effect (such as major conflict with historic views of a skylined tower/spire, or the 
overbearing presence of turbines in close and open views of a church and its immediate environs).  
The present assessment contains many instances in which significant impacts have been ruled out 
by fieldwork, the task often being informed by visualisations.  There is one instance only, the former 
church (now in residential use) of St John the Baptist, Amber Hill, in which a higher Moderate effect 
upon the still active graveyard (part of the Grade II Listed grouping) might arise (the visualisation 
used to help assess this effect can be found in Figure 6.4 (viewpoint 4)  

6.45 There are two fortified towers within the survey area, at South Kyme and Tattershall.  The original 
function of such features was certainly defensive, the height allowing a constant lookout.  However, 
towards the end of the Medieval period and into the post-Medieval, the function shifted increasingly 
towards the display of wealth/status in ‘tower houses’ and ‘prodigy houses’.  As with Boston Stump, 
the considerable distance to the proposed development would reduce it to a relatively minor detail 
in the complex landscape visible from these high viewpoints. 

6.46 As a final point in this section, attention is drawn to the density of standing or former windmills in the 
vicinity.  Lincolnshire County Council notes that, at the peak, the county is estimated to have had 
500 windmills in operation; the HER carries 309 entries and there are 136 sites with significant 
standing remains (mostly the towers of C18 and C19 tower mills).  Other former windmills in the 
Heckington Fen area include: the 1821 tower mill, Station Road, Swineshead (LBII No.408244, TF 
22924 41490); and the c.1800 drainage tower mill, Claydike Bank, Amber Hill, (LBII, No.192066, TF 
22933 46049).  An additional 14 tower mills (mostly earlier C19 but a few late C18) or their known 
sites are noted in the HER within 10 km of the centre of the proposal site (cf. Sibsey Windmill); 
some of these mills were for drainage but many were cornmills.  There were also a much larger 
number of (mostly) smaller pumping mills, all along the local dike systems, over a dozen of them in 
very close proximity to (or even just within) the proposal site.  The conspicuous use of wind-power 
is therefore a historically authentic element in this landscape. 

6.47 No other development projects are known to the present assessors which might combine with the 
Heckington Fen proposal to give cumulative impact.  The existing Bicker Fen Wind Farm has 
already been included in the baseline. 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE CULTURAL HERITAGE 

6.48 It is a basic tenet in physical conservation of cultural heritage fabric (whether standing or sub-
surface) that micro-environmental change is more likely than not to be damaging (since, in near-
equilibrium situations, decay and erosion must have slowed for survival to have occurred at all) and 
should thus be avoided wherever possible.  Any initiative to limit, retard or decelerate climate 
change, even by very small increments, will be beneficial (other things being equal) to the historic 
environment, locally, nationally and internationally.  It should also be remembered that the 
construction of wind turbines has a symbolic value beyond the direct contribution of green energy, a 
value consistent with a trajectory of change in public and governmental attitudes towards 
management of the historic environment, incorporating sustainable objectives, that is generally 
recognised as having cultural worth.  This critical background must be borne in mind throughout the 
planning process (cf.  Policies HE1.2 and HE1.3 in PPS5). 
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MITIGATION 

Archaeological Fabric 

6.49 During June 2011, a full design review for the project took place, integrating all emerging data from 
the various EIA topics, including archaeology.  Although no turbine bases had been planned to fall 
directly on top of any of the identified archaeological targets (magnetic anomalies and decoy 
cropmark), trackways would have passed close to or over these features.  The new proposed 
turbine layout will avoid direct impacts upon the archaeological site of Six Hundred Decoy (the 
whole occupied area having been taken out of the development groundworks footprint) and will 
avoid or at least minimise effects upon certain magnetic anomalies, discovered during field 
evaluation and potentially representing archaeological sites.  

6.50 In respect of potential direct impacts, a suitable archaeological mitigation programme (integrated 
with the normal cross-topic micro-siting provision) will be designed.  The programme can be 
secured either through a standard negative condition or through an s106 undertaking, whichever is 
considered most appropriate in the event, either case resulting in an approved scheme of 
archaeological works prior to commencement of the development and of any necessary enabling 
groundworks. 

Setting 

6.51 In respect of likely indirect impacts, it is judged that the expected effects on setting at the graveyard 
of the former Church of St John the Baptist, Amber Hill, could be reduced were additional tree 
planting to be provided along the yard boundaries; it is the normal characteristic of the churchyards 
in this region to be well enclosed.  It should be noted that there is no Planning necessity to reduce 
impacts to the Negligible level; if the opportunity is not taken here, it will obviously be because the 
relatively low level of impact involved (assessed as higher Moderate) has not been found to be 
unacceptable.  The suggestion is offered in the context of the professional duty of the present 
assessors to identify any reasonable option which might minimise cultural heritage impact, even 
when individually already below the Planning significance ‘threshold’. 

STATEMENT OF RESIDUAL SIGNIFICANCE 

6.52 After avoidance (through micro-siting) or appropriate preservation by record of any archaeological 
remains encountered during construction or other groundworks, it is expected that there will be no 
Planning-significant residual direct or indirect impacts.  The proposed development would cause no 
“harm” to the cultural heritage. 

REFERENCES 

6.53 DCMS 2010. Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic Environment Department of 
Culture, Media & Sport, 23 March 2010. 

6.54 DCLG June 2006. Environmental Impact Assessment: A guide to good practice and procedures – a 
consultation paper. 
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Table 8.1: Cultural Heritage Non-Negligible Indirect Effects (Summary) 
 
 

 
ASSET 

 
IMPORTANCE 

OF ASSET 
SETTING ELEMENT AFFECTED 

SENSITIVITY OF 
SETTING ELEMENT 

AFFECTED 

 
MAGNITUDE OF 

SETTING EFFECT 
SIGNIFICANCE OF 

IMPACT 
South Kyme earthwork complex 
and Tower (SM 22622 & LB I 
No.192771) 

National View across southern fishponds 
Outward view from top of tower 
Long view to tower from southeast on Brown’s Drove 

Low 
Medium 
Medium 

no more than Low 
no more than Low 
no more than Low 

Negligible-Minor 
Minor 
Minor 

Tattershall Castle (SM 22720 & 
LB I No.400478) 

National Outward view from top of tower High no more than Low Minor 

Manwar Ings Motte & Bailey 
earthworks (SM 22744) 

National Longer views from southwest of earthworks (taking association 
with Swineshead Abbey into account) 

 
Medium 

 
no more than Low 

 
Minor 

Former Church of St John the 
Baptist, Amber Hill (LB II 
No.192067) 

Regional Views from active graveyard (church itself now in residential 
use) 

 
Low to Medium 

 
Medium 

 
higher Moderate 

St Mary & All Saints Church, 
South Kyme (LB II* No.192770) 

National View from near southeastern gate to churchyard Medium no more than Low Minor 

Church of St Andrew, Asgarby 
(LB I No.192554) 

National Long views from west of church (cf.  A 17) Medium no more than Low Minor 

Church of St Andrew, 
Heckington (LB I No.192598) 

National Long views from southwest and west of church 
Long views of the spire from north and northwest (cf. graveyard 
of St John the Baptist, Amber Hill) 

Medium 
 

Medium 

Low 
 

Low 

Minor 
 

Minor 

Heckington Mill (LB I No.192603) 
National Long view from Claydike Bank Medium no more than Low Minor 

Church of St Mary, Swineshead 
(LB I No.408242) 

National Long view from south of church Medium no more than Low Minor 

Church of St Botolph,  Boston 
(LB I No.486305) 

National Outward view from tower balcony 
Long view eastwards from Crab Lane 

High 
Medium 

no more than Low 
no more than Low 

Minor 
Minor 

Former Primitive Methodist 
Chapel & Sunday School, 
Heckington Fen (HER No.62989) 

Local 
(non-designated)

Outward views (private) eastwards Low no more than Low Negligible-Minor 

Former Church of St John, East 
Heckington (HER No.63654) 

Local 
(non-designated)

Outward views (private) northwards (taking into account 
architectural association with former school) 

 
Low 

 
no more than Low 

 
Minor 

6.55  









Photowireline View 1: South Kyme Church
OS Reference: 516934, 349740
Ground Level Elevation: 6m AOD
Bearing to Site Centre: 1390 (SE)

Photowireline View 2: South Kyme NW of Tower
OS Reference: 516808, 349680
Ground Level Elevation: 4m AOD
Bearing to Site Centre: 1370 (SE)
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Figure 6.4: Cultural Heritage Photowirelines
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Photowireline View 4: St John the Baptist Church
OS Reference: 521914, 347339
Ground Level Elevation: 2m AOD
Bearing to Site Centre: 2220 (SW)

Photowireline View 3: Road South of Swineshead
OS Reference: 524145, 339031
Ground Level Elevation: 4m AOD
Bearing to Site Centre: 3310 (NNW)
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