
 

 
 

IMTS 2026 Reveals How Manufacturers Can  
Redefine Productivity and Transform Possibilities 

From automation to digitally connected factories, advanced manufacturing technology accelerates 
output, reduces costs, and reshapes global competitiveness. 

 
McLean, Va. (May 12, 2026) — As manufacturers face rising demand alongside persistent labor 
constraints, IMTS 2026 – The International Manufacturing Technology Show will spotlight the 
next wave of enabling technologies reshaping how work gets done on the shop floor. From 
automation to digital workflows to AI-enhanced solutions, job shops and contract manufacturers 
will learn how they can dramatically increase productivity, extend unattended operations, and 
eliminate non-value-added tasks across their operations. 
 
“Boosting labor productivity is essential to strengthening the U.S. industrial base, and the 
technologies on display at IMTS demonstrate how manufacturers can do more with the teams 
they have,” says Douglas K. Woods, president of AMT – The Association For Manufacturing 
Technology, which owns and produces IMTS. “The pace of innovation, both in capability and in 
how quickly and easily solutions can be implemented, makes advanced manufacturing solutions 
more accessible than ever. IMTS is where manufacturers can see these technologies in action 
and learn how to apply them to solve problems and elevate performance.” 
 
IMTS 2026, which runs Sept. 14-19 at McCormick Place in Chicago, will bring together more than 
86,000 registrants, 1,800 exhibitors, and 10 Technology Sectors, covering 1.2 million square feet 
of exhibit space. 

 
“The technology and human intelligence found at IMTS drive American competitiveness,” says 
Ryan Kelly, vice president of technology at AMT. “For example, 71% of high-performing job 
shops employ some form of unattended operation, significantly increasing machine utilization and 
revenue. As a result, machine use rises from 8 1/2 to 15 hours per day, and sales per machine 
rise from $183,000 to $350,000. However, adoption remains uneven, creating a major opportunity 
for shops that invest in advanced technologies to gain a competitive edge.”  
 

https://www.imts.com/
https://amtonline.org/home
https://amtonline.org/home
https://www.imts.com/show/sectordescriptions.cfm


   
 

 

In addition to foundational machine tools, the advanced and enabling technologies at IMTS 
encompass automation, software, machine control, metrology, workholding, and tooling, as well 
as more than 10 conferences, so visitors can network and learn how to apply the technology. 
 
Easier Automation 
Surveys show that less than 40% of job shops use automation, yet the technology is essential for 
the future. At IMTS 2026, exhibitors in the Automation Sector, accelerated by Smart Production 
Solutions, are removing historical barriers to adoption, such as cost and complexity. Cobot leader 
Universal Robots and full-service automation provider Formic Technologies are taking a cue from 
the automotive industry and offering “low-risk 0%” and “no CapEx” financing. 
 
Standard Bots believes robots should be taught, not programmed, to make it easier and more 
affordable for customers without robotics experience. IMTS visitors can demonstrate a task to the 
robot, which will then perform the task autonomously in a learning mode and self-adapt to 
variations in the environment.  
 
“If you’re evaluating cobots at IMTS, get hands-on and try the programming yourself,” adds Rob 
Goldiez, CEO of Hirebotics, whose cobot systems can be programmed and controlled with a 
smartphone.  

 
Gimbel Automation rethinks automation with its in-machine CNC automation solutions, where the 
CNC acts as its own robotic part loader. Solutions such as its CNC spindle grippers, integrated 
GripFlipGrip part-flipping modules, and pallet automation systems require no programming 
expertise and deliver payback in an average of seven weeks.  
 
AI-Enhanced Software 
Kelly says, “IMTS 2026 visitors will see hundreds of AI-enhanced solutions, but that shouldn’t 
intimidate anyone. AI works in the background. What matters is how the solution works in your 
operation.” 
 
Exhibitor Toolpath offers AI-powered estimating and CAM software that can, in seconds or 
minutes, determine whether a shop has the tooling and capabilities to machine a part, the job’s 
cost and profitability, and program the tool path.  

 
“Toolpath blends deep manufacturing experience with AI, so we can program advanced parts 
fast,” says user Jeff Tiedeken, co-owner of Cutting Time, a model-building and prototype shop. “It 
saves hours every week and even handles quoting. For a small shop competing with big ones, 
that time saving is huge.” 

 
The new Mastercam Copilot software brings AI automation to everyday programming tasks. 
Machinists can adjust feed rates and spindle speeds across multiple operations using voice or text 
commands, with confirmation prompts built in for safety.  

 
Job Shops Workshop 
To connect the people with the technologies being exhibited, the IMTS 2026 Job Shops 
Workshop, which will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 15, features panel discussions on automation 
integration, how AI will change the future of today’s job shop, and navigating this new 
manufacturing landscape while managing change and business opportunities. 

https://www.imts.com/show/education/conferences.cfm#26
https://www.imts.com/show/sectordescriptions.cfm#automation
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00072874/Universal-Robots
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00091015/Formic-Technologies
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00091056/Standard-Bots
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/1001252/Hirebotics-LLC
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/1001295/Gimbel-Automation
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/1001827/Toolpath
https://www.imts.com/find/jeff-tiedeken.cfm
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00002009/Mastercam
https://www.imts.com/show/education/JobShop26.cfm
https://www.imts.com/show/education/JobShop26.cfm


   
 

 

 
“We created the Job Shops Workshop so businesses of all sizes can learn from their peers and 
connect with people facing the same challenges,” says Michelle Edmonson, vice president of 
exhibitions at AMT. “Six of the IMTS 2026 Job Shops Workshop panelists own small businesses. 
Four are contract manufacturers, and all are manufacturing thought leaders committed to 
strengthening U.S. manufacturing.”  
 
“We believe job shops can close productivity gaps and increase output tenfold with tools that 
enable them to make faster and more informed decisions,” says Al Whatmough, CEO of Toolpath 
and a Job Shops Workshop panelist discussing AI. 

 
New CNC Controllers 
As with automation and software, the capabilities of new CNC controllers, such as the M8V 
Series from Mitsubishi Electric Automation, help shops achieve shorter cycle times, better surface 
finish, faster setup, and offer clearer visibility into the machining process.  
 
“The challenge today isn’t just machining faster. It’s getting from setup to stable production with 
fewer touchpoints and less trial and error,” says Scott Strache, senior product manager, 
mechatronics at Mitsubishi Electric Automation. “What modern manufacturing needs right now 
are platforms that reduce complexity while increasing throughput.”  

 
For shops that want to retrofit a manual machine with next-generation technology, Acu-Rite 
Solutions, a Heidenhain brand, will debut the MillPWR CT (contour touch) control at IMTS 2026. 
This bridge solution leverages the TNC control platform but in a configuration tailored for older 
equipment.  
 
Tooling & Workholding 
At IMTS 2026, exhibitors will demonstrate tool management systems for a connected, automated 
system that directly impacts productivity, uptime, and profitability. Leading exhibitors such as 
Zoller, WinTool USA, TDM Systems, and Big Daishowa (via its Speroni brand) are showcasing 
centralized platforms that integrate tool data across CAD/CAM, ERP, and shop-floor systems, 
enabling real-time visibility and control. For completely autonomous lights-out production, 
Haimer’s Automation Cube One integrates a cobot for fully autonomous tool measurement, 
shrinking/unshrinking, and total tool assembly. 
 
Compressing cycle times starts before cutting begins with the new “Greenline” program from 
precision tooling leader Horn USA. Instead of the standard wait time of six to 12 weeks, the 
Greenline option for qualified designs ships a U.S.-manufactured, low-volume special insert in 
five business days at no additional cost. 
 
“Instead of being limited to a narrow set of geometries, you get the right tool fast so that you can 
aggressively pursue quotes or deliver parts sooner,” says Chad King, CEO of Horn USA.  

 
Quality Assurance 
At IMTS 2026, look for quality assurance systems and software that can unify metrology data and 
images, analytics, and data management into a single, connected platform. Exhibitors, including 
Hexagon, Lumafield, Nikon Metrology, Zeiss, and others, will feature solutions that streamline 
complex metrology tasks for users of all experience levels.  

https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/1001827/Toolpath
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00002287/Mitsubishi-Electric-Automation-Inc
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00000664/HEIDENHAIN-CORPORATION
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00006328/ZOLLER-Inc
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00053651/WinTool-USA-Inc
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00047637/TDM-Systems-Inc
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00002875/BIG-DAISHOWA
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00049702/Haimer-USA
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00006901/Horn-USA-Inc
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00000007/Hexagon
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00089234/Lumafield
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00047661/Nikon-Metrology-Inc
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00001570/ZEISS-Industrial-Quality-Solutions


   
 

 

 
Rather than mere tolerance confirmation, advanced quality assurance technologies have become 
a strategic business advantage. As a result of attending IMTS 2024, EWT/3DCNC Inc., a contract 
machine shop in Rockford, Illinois, added a Zeiss Contura bridge CMM with a touch probe and a 
Zeiss O-Inspect multisensor vision measuring machine with a touch probe, a camera, and a white 
light scanner (read story).  
 
“We do high-speed machining, prototype work, machine complex parts for defense, medical, and 
mold-and-die jobs, and we do a lot of aerospace work,” says Craig Johanson, lead inspector and 
CAD/CAM programmer. “Because the aerospace industry requires increasingly more 
documentation, we needed more accurate metrology equipment, enhanced documentation, and a 
better way of entering data.” 
 
“Top-performing shops continuously modernize operations to generate more sales per employee, 
grow revenue, and increase gross margin,” says Travis Egan, AMT’s chief revenue officer. “IMTS 
represents the greatest collection of manufacturing knowledge available in the Western 
Hemisphere. With the show less than four months away, meet with your teams, identify 
bottlenecks, set new goals, and match them to solutions from the more than 1,800 exhibitors.” 
 
To connect with the leaders, technologies, and insights defining the future of advanced 
manufacturing and the U.S. industrial economy, register for IMTS 2026. Explore 
more technologies, exhibitors, and features at IMTS.com. Achieve the Impossible on Sept. 14-19, 
2026, at McCormick Place in Chicago. 
 
 

-end- 
  

https://www.imts.com/read/article-details/Measure-of-Success-CMM-Discovery-at-IMTS-Helps-Machine-Shop-Grow-Aerospace-Business/2245/type/Read/1/tab/all-articles?utm_campaign=Insider&utm_medium=email&utm_content=414021768&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.imts.com/show/reg.cfm
https://www.imts.com/index-26.cfm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oI0G7inAGrM


   
 

 

Media Resources 
 

 
 
Image: Hirebotics Cobot.jpg 
Caption: IMTS visitors can find cobots throughout the show’s 10 Technology Sectors. “If you’re evaluating 
cobots at IMTS, get hands-on and try the programming yourself,” says Rob Goldiez, CEO of Hirebotics. 
 
Video Name: Achieve the Impossible 
Video Link: https://youtu.be/oI0G7inAGrM 
Video Caption: Every two years, the manufacturing technology industry comes together at IMTS to 
redefine and transform the future by achieving the impossible. 
 
IMTS Photos and Logos 

• Download IMTS 2026 logo. 
• Download IMTS-approved photos for media. 

 
About IMTS – The International Manufacturing Technology Show 
IMTS – The International Manufacturing Technology Show is where the creators, builders, 
sellers, and drivers of manufacturing technology come to connect and achieve the impossible. 
Attendees discover advanced manufacturing solutions that include innovations in CNC 
machining, automation, robotics, additive manufacturing, software, AI, and transformative digital 
technologies that are driving the industry forward. Owned and produced by AMT – The 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.imts.com%2Fshow%2Fsectordescriptions.cfm&data=05%7C02%7CDHong%40amtonline.org%7Cae9f1b86e42246e1ee0c08deac450b13%7C7924371c48464bc59fb83b1faed76125%7C0%7C0%7C639137610234451496%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wnlctRoG2tZUitaihHls6Q5kM9W%2FCqfLcQBLUWoXYws%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdirectory.imts.com%2F8_0%2Fexhibitor%2F1001252%2FHirebotics-LLC&data=05%7C02%7CDHong%40amtonline.org%7Cae9f1b86e42246e1ee0c08deac450b13%7C7924371c48464bc59fb83b1faed76125%7C0%7C0%7C639137610234511983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v8zCi0zcjvxD9LGwJkIqYwi5rYzS241nP4QVmEOFCYg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FoI0G7inAGrM&data=05%7C02%7CDHong%40amtonline.org%7Ce54215f94fb1481cd12f08ddf231a25b%7C7924371c48464bc59fb83b1faed76125%7C0%7C0%7C638933017171079651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EDh%2BG8YAo%2Bs2tK87Ybbxhda5q1rJ%2B%2BBJPxs3gv%2FsrCU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.imts.com/media/photo_logo/logo.cfm
https://www.imts.com/media/photo_logo/2024MediaGallery.cfm


   
 

 

Association For Manufacturing Technology, IMTS is the largest and most defining trade event for 
manufacturing technology in the Western Hemisphere. With more than 1.2 million square feet of 
exhibit space, the show attracts visitors from more than 110 countries. IMTS 2024 had 89,020 
registrants, featured 1,609 exhibiting companies, and included a Student Summit that attracted 
14,713 visitors. IMTS 2026 will be held Sept. 14-19, 2026, at McCormick Place in Chicago. 
Discover more at IMTS.com and connect with IMTS on social.  
 
About AMT – The Association For Manufacturing Technology 
AMT – The Association For Manufacturing Technology represents U.S.-based providers of 
manufacturing technology – the advanced machinery, devices, and digital equipment that U.S. 
manufacturing relies on to be productive, innovative, and competitive. Located in McLean, 
Virginia, near the nation’s capital, AMT acts as the industry’s voice to accelerate the pace of 
innovation, increase global competitiveness, and develop manufacturing’s advanced workforce of 
tomorrow. With extensive expertise in industry data and market intelligence, as well as a full 
complement of international business operations, AMT offers its members an unparalleled level 
of support. AMT also produces IMTS – The International Manufacturing Technology Show, the 
premier manufacturing technology event in the Western Hemisphere. Learn more at 
AMTonline.org.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.imts.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/imtschicago/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.amtonline.org/?__hstc=58248949.c9fa4e9c59b1b9af92ba0b74912cbc65.1737053427283.1772593895893.1772632502963.402&__hssc=58248949.10.1772632502963&__hsfp=60d171213aad176a1509876b89e19457


   
 

 

 


