
WHO WILL WIRE THE WORLD?
With the 5G revolution on the horizon, nations around the globe are competing to develop the technology and 

infrastructure that will define countries’ economic prospects for decades to come.  It is also a race to determine who 

will establish the rules of the road for the Internet of Things, autonomous vehicles and other advancements that were 

once relegated to sci-fi movies.  Our latest B|Visual looks at key factors that shape the competition for Fifth Generation 

supremacy.

https://www.gsmaintelligence.com/research/?file=4cbbdb475f24b3c5f5a93a2796a4aa28&download 

https://www.ey.com/cn/en/industries/telecommunications/ey-china-is-poised-to-win-the-5g-race)

https://www.telecomasia.net/content/japans-cellcos-invest-over-455b-5g

https://www.lightreading.com/mobile/5g/deutsche-telekom-targets-99--5g-coverage-in-germany-by-2025/d/d-id/746778

US: $100B through 2020

China: $223B through 2025 

Japan: $45.5B through 2023

Germany: $6.4B through 2025

Investment 
Commitment in 5G

US: 4.7
China: 14.1
Japan: 17.4
Germany: 8.7

Number of Wireless Sites 
(per 10,000 people)

US: 252 million

China: 783 million

Japan: 70 million

Germany: 65 million

US: Flawed Democracy

China: Authoritarian Regime

Japan: Flawed Democracy

Germany: Full Democracy

www.bfna.org

https://www2.deloitte.com/content/dam/Deloitte/us/Documents/technology-media-telecommunications/us-tmt-5g-deployment-imperative.pdf

https://newzoo.com/insights/rankings/top-50-countries-by-smartphone-penetration-and-users/
https://www.eiu.com/topic/democracy-index

Number of Smartphone Users: 
as of September 2018

EIU Democracy Index
2018


