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NO BEST SEAT
CFGNY Turns the Runway Into Social Sculpture for Its 10-Year Anniversary
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Opening lecture of CFG-20260717, featuring curator Angelique S
Rosales Salgado and a projection of TV Buddha by Nam June Paik. Performer Cynthia Leung and curator Angelique Rosales Salgado in
Photo by Rachel Keane. Courtesy of CFGNY, Amant and The CFG-20260717. Photo by Rachel Keane. Courtesy of CFGNY,
Kitchen. Amant and The Kitchen.
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early 2000s, whose NYU dissertation examined camera world-making and New York’s
avant-garde scene in the 1970s and U0s. “One t1nng CFGNY knows how to turn out is
research,” Salgado says. “We thought, how do we bring that history and legacy of the
artists, a lot of them women, femme-presenting, queer, immigrant, into the room too?”

CFGNY’s ethos centers this democratized but differentiated mix of perspectives, an
interest that dovetails with the PortaPak’s own dissemination of the power to document.
That unfixity extends even to the collective’s name: CFGNY started as an acronym for
Concept Foreign Garments New York. Later, they sometimes said it stood for Cute
Fucking Gay New York. For CFG-20260717, it became shorthand for Can’t Forget
Gossip Needs You. Wearing a CFGNY powersuit, mic in hand, Salgado circled the
parking lot, exchanging art-world lore with performers, including former Kitchen alumni.
She also posed more provocative questions, asking one performer if they ever had sex
on camera.

The models and performers formed a star-studded cast of close friends and former
collaborators, with appearances by Industry actor Ken Leung; artists Sung Tieu, Lotus
Kang, Paul Pfeiffer, and Diane Severin Nguyen; actor and editor Blake Abbie; chefs
Anthony Ha and Chakriya Un; and others. Even audience members were invited to join
and strut. Viewers on one side of the LED truck, which showed close-ups of archival
imagery, models, and garments, couldn’t know whether they were seeing the same
images as those seated elsewhere. At the same time, audience members contributed
their own angles to the performance, filming and posting the spectacle on social media
and participating in the creation of a communal archive. “There is always the question of
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Puddles into Pond is on view at Amant until August 16, 2026
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