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Who We Are

Our History
1952
Compassion International is founded when Everett Swanson witnesses 
the suffering of children during the Korean War and God calls him to do 
something about it. He begins with a promise to help 35 children.

1975
Compassion International ministers in 18 developing nations and  
more than 25,000 children are sponsored.

1977
Compassion Australia is founded in Newcastle, NSW by Laurie and Olive 
McCowan. Our prayers are with the McCowan family and we mourn 
Laurie’s passing in 2019. He leaves an incredible legacy in the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of children. Thank you, Laurie and Olive.

JUNE 2019
Compassion International now serves more than 2 million children  
in 25 developing nations, including more than 122,000 children who  
are sponsored by Australians.

Our Mission

TO RELEASE CHILDREN 
FROM POVERTY IN 
JESUS’ NAME.
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Compassion Australia is part of Compassion 
International, a global network of more than   
12 funding and 25 developing countries. Together, 
we are a Christian child development ministry  
that partners with local churches to release 
children from poverty in Jesus’ name.

Our Values
TRUST GOD

BE WELL

VALUE OTHERS

ACHIEVE TOGETHER

 GROW THROUGH 
CHALLENGE

What Makes Us Unique
OUR WORK IS:

CHRIST-CENTRED

Every child has an opportunity to hear the life-
changing gospel message in a culturally relevant way.

CHILD-FOCUSED 

The program engages each child as an individual, 
fostering their spiritual, socio-emotional, physical and 
economic development.

CHURCH-BASED 

Our program is run in partnership with local churches 
in the children’s communities.
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The 80/20 financial split has been Compassion Australia’s benchmark 
since the organisation was established in 1977.

APPROXIMATELY  80 PER CENT  OF ALL DONATIONS 
TO COMPASSION ARE USED:

— For the development, delivery and supervision of the program

—  For the purchase of goods and services for the direct benefit of children 
in the program

—  To inform and update sponsors and facilitate their personal 
relationship with their sponsored child

— For community education in Australia

APPROXIMATELY  20 PER CENT  OF ALL DONATIONS 
ARE ALLOCATED TO COVER ALL ADMINISTRATION 
AND FUNDRAISING COSTS IN AUSTRALIA.

We do not use child sponsorship funds for other development activities; 
these are funded from other sources like Critical Needs.

PER CENT OF FUNDS USED FOR ADMINISTRATION 
AND FUNDRAISING:

YEAR TOTAL

2019 18.78%

2018 19.49%

2017 20.21%

2016 19.99%

2015 19.70%
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NUMBER OF BABIES AND CAREGIVERS SUPPORTED  
BY AUSTRALIA AT THE END OF THE FINANCIAL YEAR:

YEAR CAREGIVERS CHILDREN TOTAL

2019 833 819 1652

2018* 828 814 1642

2017 1705 1687 3392

2016 2527 2493 5020

2015 2629 2605 5234

* Note: Beginning in 2018, children were registered for sponsorship from the age of one.









NUMBER OF CHILDREN SPONSORED BY AUSTRALIA 
AT THE END OF THE FINANCIAL YEAR:

YEAR TOTAL

2019 122,055

2018 117,107

2017 111,177

2016 110,225

2015 105,476









AMOUNT SENT FROM AUSTRALIA FOR   
CRITICAL NEEDS WORLDWIDE*:

YEAR TOTAL

2019 $9,788,423

2018 $10,227,596

2017 $9,995,808

2016 $6,927,089

2015 $6,813,034

*Totals exclude giving to Mums and Babies





































REVENUE 2019 2018

Donations and gifts

— Monetary $89,065,627 $83,570,680

— Non-monetary — —

Bequests and legacies $1,658,694 $666,650

Grants

— Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade — —

— Other Australian — —

— Other overseas — —

Investment income $515,202 $728,356

Other income $15,846 $68,857

Revenue for international political or 
religious proselytisation programs

— —

TOTAL REVENUE $91,255,369 $85,034,543



EXPENDITURE 2019 2018

INTERNATIONAL AID AND DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMS EXPENDITURE

International programs

— Funds to international programs $60,237,098 $56,308,100

— Program support costs $12,390,796 $10,748,583

Community education $878,910 $776,642

Fundraising costs

— Public $11,587,866 $11,309,888

— Government, multilateral and private — —

Accountability and administration $5,425,425 $5,128,587

Non-monetary expenditure — —

TOTAL INTERNATIONAL AID 
AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 
EXPENDITURE

$90,520,095 $84,271,800

International political or religious  
adherence promotion programs

— —

Domestic programs expenditure $63,027 $55,523

Commercial activities expenditure — —

Other expenditure — —

TOTAL EXPENDITURE $90,583,122 $84,327,323

EXCESS/(SHORTFALL) OF REVENUE 
OVER EXPENDITURE
(Total Comprehensive Income)

$672,247 $707,220

Balance at 1 July (commencing balance) $17,140,707 $16,433,487

Adjustments or changes in equity — —

Excess/(shortfall) of revenue over expenses $672,247 $707,220

Other amounts transferred (to) or
from reserves

— —

BALANCE AT 30 JUNE (year-end balance) $17,812,954 $17,140,707



KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 2019 2018

Income per staff ($) $51,324 $54,292

Child cancellation rates 9.29% 9.35%

Sponsorship retention rates 90.71% 90.65%

Children per sponsor 1.39 1.38

Revenue growth % 7.32% 4.94%

Return on fundraising investment 7.83 7.44

EXPENDITURE

Program
$72,690,921
80.25%

$67,112,206
79.59%

Community Education
$878,910
0.97%

$776,642
0.92%

Fundraising
$11,587,866
12.79%

$11,309,888
13.41%

Administration
$5,425,425
5.99%

$5,128,587
6.08%

TOTAL EXPENDITURE $90,583,122
100.00%

$84,327,323
100.00%
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INCOME BY SOURCE 2019 2018

CHILD SPONSORSHIP INCOME 

Child Development Sponsorship
$68,371,256
74.92%

$63,358,051
74.51%

Christmas Fund
$2,853,875
3.13%

$2,620,821
3.08%

Gifts
$3,716,948
4.07%

$3,159,346
3.72%

CRITICAL NEEDS INCOME 

Child Survival Program (Mums and Babies)
$1 ,906,152
2.09%

$1,566,335
1.84%

Critical Intervention Fund
$13,195,503
14.46%

$12,706,325
14.94%

Disaster Relief
$83,326
0.09%

$53,822
0.06%

Unsponsored Children
$221,641
0.24%

$242,531
0.29%

Leadership Development Program
$19,646 
0.02%

$88,144
0.10%

Bibles
$208,396
0.23% 

$186,719
0.22%

Indigenous
$144,160
0.16%

$101,799
0.12%

OTHER INCOME

Operating Fund
$462,566
0.51%

$452,304
0.53%

Endowment Operations
$46,360
0.05%

$472,035
0.56%

Other Income
$25,540
0.03%

$26,311
0.03%

TOTAL INCOME $91,255,369
100.00%

$85,034,543
100.00%



SPONSORSHIPS 2019 2018

Australian-supported Child Sponsorships 122,055 117,107

Worldwide Child Sponsorships 1,876,699 1,784,465

AU as a % of worldwide sponsorships 6.50% 6.56%

SPONSORSHIP DETAIL

New Sponsorships 15,831 16,322

Cancelled Sponsorships 10,883 10,392

Net Growth 4,948 5,930

Net Growth % 4.23% 5.33%

TOTAL SPONSORSHIPS 122,055 117,107

BENEFICIARIES BREAKDOWN

Child Sponsorship Program 122,055 117,107

Child Survival Program 833 828

Leadership Development Program 1 11

TOTAL BENEFICIARIES 122,889 117,946

OTHER COMMITMENTS

Critical Needs 30,678 30,704





ASSETS 2019 2018

CURRENT ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents $20,921,144 $17,140,680

Trade and other receivables $1,418,024 $1,265,086

Inventories — —

Assets held for sale — —

Other financial assets — —

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS $22,339,168 $18,405,766

NON CURRENT ASSETS

Trade and other receivables — —

Property, plant and equipment $10,715,921 $10,836,995

Investment property $633,040 $637,226

Intangibles $907,954 $1,530,451

Other financial assets — —

Other non current assets — —

TOTAL NON CURRENT ASSETS $12,256,915 $13,004,672

TOTAL ASSETS $34,596,083 $31,410,438



LIABILITIES 2019 2018

CURRENT LIABILITIES 

Trade and other payables $16,094,935 $13,647,650

Borrowings — —

Current tax liabilities — —

Other financial liabilities $4,768 $4,768

Provisions $406,464 $288,917

Other — —

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES $16,506,167 $13,941,335

NON CURRENT LIABILITIES

Other financial liabilities $7,947 $12,715

Provisions $269,015 $315,681

Other — —

TOTAL NON CURRENT LIABILITIES $276,962 $328,396

TOTAL LIABILITIES $16,783,129 $14,269,731

NET ASSETS $17,812,954 $17,140,707

EQUITY

Restricted reserves — —

General reserves $17,812,954 $17,140,707

TOTAL EQUITY $17,812,954 $17,140,707







Christ-centred     Child-focused     Church-based


