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President’s Report
Randel White, President

Greetings! There’s a real nip in the air outside, I
think it’s time to put away some gear until
Spring. Or maybe I’m just getting soft? Seems
like yesterday, back in Wisconsin, that I was
hanging up the ﬂy rod and breaking out the ice
ﬁshing gear. Oh well….to everything there is a
season. This will be my last report as President of
the club. I want to thank everyone for their
support and guidance over the past two years. I
hope that I’m leaving the post in good shape for
the incoming President. Ed Kellison has stepped
up to the plate as next year’s (or two) President. I
couldn’t be happier with the selection, he’s a
good man. The club is in good hands. Please give
him your support. We also will have a new Vice
President in Jim Black. I had the chance to ﬁsh
with Jim for several days in October. He’s a good
ﬁsherman, and a great handyman (ﬁxed my ﬂat
pontoon). And if you ever get the chance to go on
a trip with him, he’s an outstanding chef! And I’m
happy to report that we will have a new editor of
the Tightlines. Dave McCutchen is taking the
reins from me. After three and a half years, I’m
burned out and need a break. Time to build up
some more memories and then start writing
again. If you want the Tightlines to be a success,
you have to help Dave! Send him your photos and
ﬁshing reports!
I’m proud of the direction the club has taken.
Together, we have accomplished a great deal in
the past couple of years. The membership has
grown signiﬁcantly.

Participation in outings has doubled. We’re
receiving more and more donations, and in turn,
sponsoring more and more conservation
projects. I’m especially proud of the club’s
sponsorship of the local Students Saving Salmon
group. Those kids are really making a difference!
We’ve brought the meal costs under greater
control. We survived the uprooting caused by the
Edmonds Senior Center demolition, and have
found a good meeting place. We’ve held the costs
down on the rental of the new place, getting a
great deal compared to some other
organizations. We have a new, greatly improved
website. If you haven’t had a chance, check it
out! We have more and more members stepping
up, volunteering to be on different committees.
And we have set in motion plans for more great
features for the club. The next couple of years
should be great ones!
I’m not going away, I’m just stepping back for a
bit. I’ll see you at the meetings, or on the lakes.
Thanks again for all of your help!
In This Issue:

Page 1: President’s Report
Page 2-4: Outings
Page 5: Education

Page 6: Conservation Report
Page 7: Membership Report
Page 8: Dr. Dennis Stolzenburg
Page 9: OFF Information
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OMAK TRIP October 4th - 7th 2019
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By Ed Kellison

The lakes around Omak are always among
my favorite places to go each year. We
usually have clear sunny days with cool
nights and this year’s fall outing held true. I
drove over the North Cascades Highway on
Thursday and it was absolutely beautiful.
The upper peaks had a recent dusting of
snow with a cool temperature of 33 degrees
at the Liberty Bell Mountain Lookout. I made
a few stops on the way over and had my
sack lunch in a gorgeous area with the trees
all turning fall colors.
I made my way to Buzzard Lake and started
ﬁshing around 1:30 or 2:00. Jim Black and
Todd Brown were already on the lake and
while I was gearing up, I noticed that both
hooked up before I touched the water. I
ﬁshed there for a couple of hours and
managed to pull in three nice size ﬁsh on a
black and red leech. I headed to the Omak
Inn and called it a day. The next morning Jim
Black and I decided to take a stab at
Chopaka Lake. We took the back road, not
the steep one up the hillside, and before
long hit snow. It had been plowed and the
many trees that had fallen across the road
had been cut and cleared. We got within two
miles of tying into the main Chopaka road at
the top, which is where they stopped
plowing and clearing the road. We were in
snow over one foot deep. That was that; we
turned around and decided Chopaka was off
the list for this trip. We made our way to
Aeneas, where three or four others from the
club were ﬁshing. I didn’t do very well there
but could see that some others did ok.

On Saturday, some of us agreed to head to
Green Lake, while others went to Buzzard
and Omak. I ﬁshed at Big Green for three to
four hours with only one other club
member there. I picked up the usual 12” to
15” ﬁsh. I threw the boat in the truck and
drove down to Little Green. There I found
the other club members I’d been looking
for at Big Green. I ﬁshed there for a few
hours while watching three deer on the
hillside most of the day. I caught several
nice ﬁsh including a 19” on a small damsel
nymph. Later that day we all met at the
casino for a great dinner and ﬁshing
stories. Friday and Saturday are prime rib
night there, but no one ordered it except
Barry, who stayed the course and had the
prime rib. They always have good food
there.
I heard that Barry and Dick slayed them on
Omak, getting so many ﬁsh that their arms
wore out. I went back and worked Buzzard
Lake on Sunday morning with three others
from the club, coming in a bit later in the
morning. I believe we all did pretty well
that day, with my big ﬁsh of the trip at just
under 20”. It sounds like everyone went
home on Monday except someone who
checked out the services of the local Les
Schwab, which came through for him. I
made it home, back over the North
Cascades, and pulled in the driveway after
just a 4 1/2-hour drive. It sure makes a
difference coming home on a Monday. It
was a great trip and I’m looking forward to
next time.

O.F.F. at Omak, continued
By Jim Hagy and Todd Brown

Les Jones’ Potts Fizzle
Photo Jim Hagy

Jim Black on Aeneas LakePhoo Ed Kellison

BBQ Boat Show

Liberty Bell Mountain North Cascades
Photo Ed Kellison

Ed Kellison 19.5” Buzzard
Lake Rainbow
Photo Ed Kellison

Big Green Lake
Photo Todd Brown

I was fortunate in being able to attend the October Olympic Fly Fishers outing at Omak with
Les Jones and the rest of the gang. We had great get togethers at the dinners. Though we
missed our leader Greg, his helpers did just ﬁne. We managed to avoid all going to one lake at
the same time, the “ﬁshing” was great and the “catching” was OK to great depending upon
varying degrees of skill. AND, of course, a little luck. I say little because us ﬂy tyers claim it is
skill. Les and I ﬁshed Lower Green Lake, Blue Lake (Sinlahekin), Buzzard Lake, and Blue Lake
(Lime Belt). The weather was spectacular every day except some sprinkles on Blue lake
(Sinlahekin) Monday, but the photo of Les with the nice R.B. shows it did not hamper us much.
We landed a few ﬁsh every day, the most on Buzzard and the largest on Blue (Lime Belt). The
brookies there did like a blob.
Les, on Lower Green, caught the ﬁrst ﬁsh on his new bamboo rod with his Potts Fizzle. At Big
Green Todd Brown was joined by two canoes full of at-risk teens and their counselors. Reports
from later that day said guys still caught lots of ﬁsh despite the hoopin' and hollerin'. Since
none of the OFF guys had showed Todd donated the doughnuts to the group - needless to say
they were greatly appreciated and maybe we converted a few to ﬂy ﬁshing.
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Outings Attendance Takes Big Jump in 2019
Last year about this time a survey of our members about outings spurred the start of a big
increase in outing attendance. The survey revealed that 46% of our members had not attended
any outings in 2018. And another 25% had only been on 1 or 2 outings that year. That surprised
everyone and launched a focused effort to get more members out to club outings. Using the
feedback from the survey a roster of 15 outing events were planned for 2019. With ﬁngers
crossed and a whole lot of communication the effort was launched last December with an outing
to Lone Lake. The club responded with a turnout of 18 members! It was the best turnout for a
club outing in recent memory and started a trend of increased attendance. Here are the
numbers.

Number of outings last 12 months: 13
Total attendance: 170
Average attendance: 13
Smallest turnout: 3 (Lenice Lake)
Largest turnout: 25 (Hannan Lake)
So what’s on tap for next year? Well you can be sure you’ll see some of our club favorites like
Omak and Winthrop. Have ideas? Contact Greg Sisson at sisson465@gmail.com. The outings
committee will be meeting soon to start planning for 2020.

Education
By John Wendt

Beginning Fly Tying Class
There’s no greater pleasure in ﬂy ﬁshing
than catching a ﬁsh on a ﬂy that you tied. If
you have been interested in getting into ﬂy
tying then this class is for you. We will start
by teaching you how to use the basic tying
tools. You will then learn how to tie a variety
of effective but easy ﬂies. This is a great
class because it will teach you several
techniques that you will use for the rest of
you tying career. If you want to get into tying
ﬂies this is the class for you!
All materials, tools and are provided. You will
come away with several ﬂies that are known
to catch ﬁsh and a copy of Skip Morris’ book
“Fly Tying Made Clear and Simple”!
To enroll, watch for the Winter Catalog from
Craze or contact CRAZE of Mountlake
Terrace 425-776-9173.
Fly Fishing Video Series
Check out the excellent Planet Fly Fish Videos free on Amazon Prime Planet
Fly Fish. Planet Fly Fishing is a three-part documentary series. The award
winning videos take you "adventuring into wild places".

Conservation Report
By Bill MacDonald

This past year our Conservation Donations were $2,750 as follows:
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Western Rivers Conservancy $1,000
Students
Saving Salmon $500
Liberty Bell Mountain North Cascades
Photo Ed Kellison Association $500
Coastal Conservation
Sky Valley Fishing Derby $400
Healing Waters $350
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For 2020 we are considering the aforementioned candidates along with:
Washington Outdoor Women
Donation of larger ﬁsh for Hannan Lake
Work with Evergreen Fly Fishing Club and WDFW doing surveys at Martha Lake
(Warm Beach) WDFW ﬁn clipping
Work with Trout Unlimited assessing culverts
Our Christmas Auction provides the funding for our conservation efforts so please plan to
attend and bring your wallet!

Our Conservation Dollars at Work
By Jim Black

One of the founding missions of OFF is the support of conservation efforts in the state that provide
beneﬁts to the ﬂy ﬁshing that we love. We have seen that loss of habitat for many reasons. In most
cases we have lost ﬁshing waters permanently. Let’s take a quick look at what two organizations we
support have been doing on our behalf.

The Chewuch River, which provides healthy, unspoiled habitat for imperiled Chinook salmon,
steelhead and bull trout. North of the town of Winthrop, WRC has purchased the historic 328-acre
Wagner Ranch, which spans 1.6 miles of the Chewuch River and abuts the 14,800-acre Methow Unit
of Washington’s Methow Wildlife Area. The property will be managed for ﬁsh and wildlife and
retain its scenic charm. WRC’s purchase of the ranch gives the Yakama Nation, the permanent
caretakers, a rare chance to restore a key stretch of the river, where biologists have identiﬁed more
than a dozen projects that would improve salmon habitat. Visit their website for interesting rivers
to ﬁsh.
The Coastal Conservation Association has been leading many conservation efforts
related to the coast and saltwater ﬁsheries. They are also watchdogs for ﬁshery
management policies. They have sounded the alarm for the commercial over
harvesting of Puget Sound crabbing that forced the early closure of crabbing
season. They are a great resource for reporting the news about regulation changes
like
the one for the Skokomish that reduces public ﬁshing. CCA has plenty of hands
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tagging ﬁsh or recovery of oyster beds.

Membership Report
By Bob Chaffee

Olympic Fly Fishers added 15 new members so far this year!
Our total membership is now at 76!
Send potential new members to our new website

Join Olympic Fly Fishers

Summer Picnic 2019

Want to be stylin’?
OFF logo’d items are stylin’ for those that have them!
GREAT news for the rest of us - the OFF Board of Directors is
actively pursuing a new vendor as our prior one is no longer in the
business. Please standby for a near future announcement.

Dr. Dennis Stolzenburg: 1947-2019

Olympic Fly Fishers Information
Officers
President: Randal White
Secretary: Katherine Gold
Communications: Greg Sisson

Vice President: Ed Kellison
Treasurer: Jim Traner

Committee Chairs
Outings: Greg Sisson
Membership: Bob Chaffee
Conservation: Bill MacDonald

Education: John Wendt
Ghillie: Bud Moore

Christmas Party: John Wendt and Katherine Gold

The Olympic Fly Fishers of Edmonds
Meet on the second Tuesday of the month.
The club holds monthly dinner meetings (except for July and August), social hour is at 6 p.m.
Fishing reports and presentation are at 7 pm. Dinners are $20 and raffle tickets are $5.

Mountlake Terrace Community Senior Center
22000 Lakeview Drive, Mountlake Terrace, WA
See http://www.OlympicFlyFishers.com/calendar for program and
meal information
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This edition of TIGHTLINES was edited by Dave
McCutchen and Greg Sisson
Thanks to all our contributors!

