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Club Musings
Welcome Fishers! As the long, hot (and smoky)
summer comes to a close, the club’s summer hiatus is
over, and we look forward to some fantastic upcoming
outings and meetings. Please take a few minutes to
read this newsletter and bring yourselves up to speed
with what we have planned.
First, though, some business…….
It’s that time of year to elect new board members.
Please think about lending a hand to keep our club
running smoothly. Volunteer to become a board
member. Having served in two positions this year, I
can definitively state that it is really is a rewarding
experience. I have absolutely loved my time this
year as your Vice President and Communications
Director. Besides helping the club (and foundation),
you will gain so much. It’s an opportunity to make
new friends. To help direct the club in the direction
you would like it to go. Plus, as an added bonus, you
will get the hottest fishing spots, techniques, and flies
before anyone else! Let a current board member know
if you are interested or have any questions about the
position’s responsibilities. It’s not difficult, you may
find, as did I, that you love serving!
Another piece of business. It’s time to start making
plans for 2018. Planning outings, speakers for our
meetings, future classes to be offered, or just about

anything you can think of to make the club even better.
We can always use ideas for more outings, so if you
have a suggestion, speak up! Feel free to drop me, or
another board member, an email or phone call with
any ideas you have.
The last item of business that I would like to bring
up is the Christmas Party. After some serious armtwisting, Ed Boehner has graciously stepped up to
plan this year’s party. And he is doing a fantastic job.
But it is a huge undertaking! Way too much work for
one person. If anyone is willing to volunteer to help
him, it would be greatly appreciated. Let Ed know if
you’re willing to help. Let’s make this year’s party the
best one yet!
—Randal White, Vice President and
Communications Director
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2017 Club Officers
President:
Jeff Bandy
206-200-6335
jabberon50@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Jim Traner
425-218-0101
jtraner@tranersmith.com

Education:
John Wendt
206-364-0629
dogdocwent@comcast.net

Ghillie:
Bud Moore
425-582-2068
bud-moore@comcast.net

Vice President:
Randal White
425-345-5528
randalleewhite@gmail.com

Secretary:
David Martin
206-612-2792
D_L_Martin@comcast.net

Membership:
Bob Chaffee
206-715-6610
robertgchaffee@gmail.com

Raffle Procurement:
Barry Hutton
425-220-8010
puttinhutton@gmail.com

Past President/Trustee:
John Wendt
206-364-0629
dogdocwent@comcast.net

Outings:
Rolf Mogster
206-546-2677
mogster@frontier.com

Conservation:
Bill MacDonald
425-774-4769
wcmacdonald@hotmail.com

Communications/
Newsletter Editor:
Randal White
425-345-5528
randalleewhite@gmail.com

OFF Meeting Schedule
Club Meetings are held the second Wednesday of the
month. Fish stories/happy hour at 6 pm, dinner at
7 pm, guest speaker to follow. Held at the Edmonds
Senior Center, 220 Railroad Avenue, Edmonds, WA
98020.

September Meeting – At the September 13 Club

meeting, we were fortunate to have Jason Cotta,
Fishing Manager at the Bellevue Orvis Store as
our guest speaker. Jason’s presentation was titled,
“Where To Fish Locally Every Day Of The Year”.
Jason covered fishing opportunities in Washington
for all four seasons. He listed the many lakes and
rivers available to us, where the access points were,
and what flies to use. It was surprising to learn that
there are 50 lakes within one hour of our club! A
great deal of knowledge and information was shared,
and we all came away having learned more. Thank
you, Jason!

October Meeting – Tenkara – Craig Hardt –
Evergreen Fishing Club, Everett

Craig sent the following description of his
presentation: Tenkara rods were originally created
out of necessity for fishing fast flowing rivers in the
mountains of Japan. I’ll discuss the history of tenkara
and how its humble origins shaped the design of
tenkara rods, lines, and traditional flies. After the
brief history, we’ll take a look at modern tenkara
equipment including how to choose a tenkara rod,
the types of lines used, and fly selection. In addition

to the basics of the equipment I’ll review tenkara
casting, a bit on the tenkara philosophy of simplicity,
and some fly presentation techniques unique to
this style of fishing. The environment that created
tenkara is very similar to our own mountain rivers
and streams so I’ll also highlight some local waters
that I’ve explored using tenkara techniques.
Meeting is being catered by Rose’s Classic Catering.
This month the featured dish is meatloaf.

November Meeting – Idaho Area and Drift Boats
– Gregg Maddock, Wallace Fly Shop, Drift Boats and
Guide Services

Gregg was one of our guides at the Clarks Fork River
outing. Besides being an excellent guide, Gregg
also builds beautiful wooden drift boats. He will
be speaking on fishing opportunities in the Wallace
area, in addition to the building of the drift boats.

December Xmas Party (no meeting)
January Meeting – WDFW Fish Biologist – Justin
Spinelli

February Meeting – Lynnwood Fly Fishing Fair –
the club will attempt to schedule a speaker from the
fair for our meeting OFF Outing Schedule
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OFF Outing Schedule
OCTOBER 12-15
OKANAGAN AREA
The Club made this outing in
June, and the fishing was great.
Now, with the cooler weather and
less fishing pressure, the fishing
will be even better! See June 2017
Tightlines for past trip highlights
and information.
CLUB WELCOME DINNER

Koala Grill
Friday, October 13, at 7 pm.
914 Koala Dr., Omak, WA
509-826-6375

AREA HOTELS:

Rodeway Inn, (rooms start at $28).
122 North Main Street, Omak
509-826-0400
Omak Inn, (rooms start at $60)
912 Koala Drive, Omak
509-826-3822
Twelve Tribes Casino
(rooms start at $99)
28968 US Highway 97, Omak
866-925-4143
Best Western (rooms start at $106)
820 Koala Drive, Omak
509-422-2088

NOVEMBER 17-18, 2017
ROCKY FORD CREEK
Club dinner at 6 pm on Friday
night, at the Tequiles Mexican
Restaurant (222 Basin Street NW,
Euphrata, WA).
JANUARY 1
PASS LAKE FREEZEOUT
Questions contact:
Outings Director, Rolf Mogster
206-920-3122
rolf@calderadev.com, or
John Wendt, 206-364-0629
dogdocwent@comcast.net

Christmas Party
December 13, 2017 will be our Olympic Fly Fishing
Club’s Christmas Party!
We had a great turnout last year, and look
forward to another great party this year.
We have both a silent and a live auction
at the party. These auctions are to raise
money for the club to be able to help
support the different community
service programs, conservation
efforts, speakers for our club
meetings, education, and other
efforts to help make this the
great club that it is!
We only reach out to our
membership once a year to
help with this auction and to
support our club. We need
your donations now to make
this year’s auction the best ever. We
would like to ask any of our members who
own or have friends that own establishments
(such as restaurants, sporting facilities, spas, or other
services) to donate a tax-deductible contribution to
our auction. Most establishments are willing to offer
a two for one coupon. There are many other ways
you can help. Everyone has excess fishing equipment

(that spare rod or reel that you upgraded from, for
example) that they no longer use, donate it to
the auction! For some of our more experienced
members, how about day trip where you guide
a newer member and pass on some of your
experience? Are you a fly tier? Then how
about a box of your favorite flies (a box of
Jim Hagy’s Christmas flies would be a
sure-fire hit). Casting lessons? That was
a big success at last year’s auction. How
about some artwork that you’re ready
to part with? Woodworker? How
about a handmade fly box, or net?
Have a cabin or time share you’re
willing to share? Or even if you
are willing to purchase a gift
certificate to a local business,
restaurant, or fly shop. The
possibilities are endless! We
really need your help!
A list of auction items, along with the cost,
times, dinner menu, and other information, will
be posted in the next issue of Tightlines.
Also, we could use some help in the planning and
organizing of the party. If you are willing to help,
please give Ed Boehmer a call!
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Club Outings

Kelly Creek Outing: Three Reports
KELLY CREEK IDAHO

By John Bisset
9/10/17 SUNDAY. Seattle to St Regis pulling camp

trailer with new Ram. 400 +~ miles at 10mpg: $120.
Stopped Post Falls Idaho at Cabelas for Idaho fishing
license: $42. Camped on Clark Fork at Slowey USFWS
campground: $5 with senior pass. N.Y. steak, corn on
cob, salad and Topcutter Ipa!
9/11/17. In to St Regis for gas. Water, and new 4

weight Rio Gold floating line $80. My old dry line
is 15+ yrs. old and approaching the end of its useful
life, just like us. 60 miles of gravel road to Kelly
Creek campsite: about 21/2hrs with stops for scenic
pictures. One bad washout spot coming down Long
Creek but we made it around ok. Glad we waited
and drove it in the daylight. Camp at Kelly Creek,
not Kelly Fork campground. Some bear hunters
camped here but not crowded. Set up camp, lunch
and a nap, and off fishing about 3pm. Lots of red,
spawning Kokanee in Kelly Creek, but couldn›t
locate any bull trout eating the eggs. Cutthroat were
temperamental until a little after 5pm when they
started taking a #18 elk hair caddis dry. Landed 5 or
6 in the 11 to 14» range between 5&6 pm when they
stopped feeding. Side note, saw occasional Kokanee
feeding on something just at or under the surface but

couldn›t get them to take a dry. Beef stew, salad and
homemade bread and maybe an IPA. Bed about 9pm,
very Quiet and lots of stars.
9/12/17 TUESDAY. Jim Hagy due in today. Jeff Bandy

showed up about noon. Wendt and Barry on Friday.
No phone or Internet, but don›t miss it. Fished below
camp this morning, landed 7 on Hopper dropper
with little yellow bead head. All in 11-13» range.
Denny did better with a couple in the 16-17» range
on green caddis nymph. Big boys still eluding us.
Hot midday; nap time. Fished Moose creek from
5-6:30pm.
Denny did well, 5 or 6, I only landed 1 13». Stopped
by to visit with Jeff Bandy, Jim Hagy, and Jeff’s
buddies. They hadn›t fished yet.
9/13 WEDNESDAY. forecast to be cooler with chance

of rain. Woke up early with fire in belly to catch fish.
Hiked up Kelly Creek trail a mile or so looking down
on good water. Drug Denny up early and We hiked
up River 200 yards to first hole. Left Denny there
and I went on upriver: fished until 11am; same 11
to 15-inch West Slope Cutthroat. Lots of bright red
Kokanee, but they won›t bite. Moved camper over to
where Jeff and buddies are set up. Tied up some size
14 green bead head caddis nymphs to replace the
ones we lost. The evening fishing down toward Kelly
Forks slow, blamed it on the change in weather.
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much better on drys including one brightly colored
17/18-inch Cutty, my biggest of the trip. Grilled elk
steak and jalapeños, corn on the cob, green beans,
and a cucumber/tomato salad, all from the garden
except the corn.
SATURDAY 9/16. Go home day for Denny and me.

THURSDAY 9/14. Our neighbor archery hunters got

a 340lb bear last night and already had it butchered
and in the freezer. Denny and I drove 10 miles of bad
road to Cayuse Creek Landing: airstrip and outfitters
camp there. Denny caught 2 in first hole and I ended
up landing 2 about 15-16 inches. Holes far apart, dead
water between. Wind picked up around noon, blew
in smoke. We Talked to 2 archery hunters hearing
lots of wolves howl but no elk bugling: these boys
were from Minnesota. Raining by time we got back
to camp. Jim Hagy drew Denny and I a map of
where he caught some 20 « cuts. Jim is going home
tomorrow. Sat around campfire with Jeff and his
buddies from the «healing Waters» group. Lots of
stories, Jim, former pilot and engineer worked on
building the Submarine for Paul Allen›s yacht. The
sub can dive to 1200 feet, has a head
inside and is all matching wood
paneling and leather. It has a full
3-inch-thick plexiglass nose for
viewing. Development cost about
$40 million - no problem: ongoing
maintenance costs a constant issue
with the Vulcan bean counters. Still
raining.
FRIDAY 9/15. Our last full day of

fishing. Woke up to rain at 5:30am.
Put on coffee and turned on heat
at 6:30, no hurry to get out in
the drizzle. Maybe a bacon and
egg kind of morning; clouds in
the treetops, can›t see the ridges.
Morning fishing was slow. John
Wendt and friend Paul and Barry
showed up around 11am. Afternoon
fishing in Jim Hagy›s hole was

We have enough gas to go through Kelly Forks and
down the Clearwater, skipping the ugly washout
spot we had coming in. May fish on the way. Left
camp around 11am, about 60 miles of beautiful trout
water to Pierce, Idaho, the first gas station; 50 miles
of gravel and 10 paved. Another 50 or so miles to
Lewiston. I don›t recommend this route unless you
have days to fish the beautiful water. We spent the
night at my friend’s property outside of Starbuck,
WA. arriving about 7:30pm. We did stop and fish
Wenas Creek where it flows into the North Fork
Clearwater river for an hour or 2. More of those feisty
west slope cuts. We spent the night at my friend’s
property outside of Starbuck, WA, arriving about 7:30
pm. About 4 ½ hours from here (Starbuck) to home.
SUNDAY 9/17.HERE WILL BE NO FISHING TODAY.

Time to get home! On my morning walkabout, saw
lots of turkeys, deer, and 2 coyotes. After Locking
keys in the pickup, Sonny’s world-famous chicken
and Jo-Jo potatoes in Washtucna, a ryegrass hill grass
fire along I-90, and, oh yes, lots of rain and traffic on
the West side, we made it home about 7pm. Another
successful road trip for 2 old men! Unpacking and
Cleanup can wait until tomorrow.
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By Dennis Stolzenburg
Seemingly a thousand miles from civilization,
Kelly Creek was a fantastic destination for moving
water fly fishing. You must really, really want to
be there to go there. It is a long distance to travel
with some slow going in places, but the scenery is
spectacular and the destination is worth the effort.
Just the small stretch between the campgrounds
has numerous pullouts with great
water to fish. Some of the banks
were steep and some of the water
tough to wade, but there is fishable
water for all skill levels and forfishers
with only modest wading skills
and strength.I did well enough,
so nearly anyone can fish it. And
the fishing was great, challenging
enough to be rewarding to land a
nice 16-18 incher.In addition to Kelly
Creek, John Bissetand Iwere able to
sample Cayuse Creek, Moose Creek,
and Wienas Creek on our return
trip out headed toward Pierce. All
were different, special in their own
way. What a treat to be able to fish
different streams at one destination.
Since Iam not in a competition when
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Ifish it is easy for me to lose count of the number of
fish that Icaught.A half dozen nice fish per day would
be a good guess. Although we were early for the
famous October Cadis hatch,stimulators worked well
as a searching pattern and over a dropper nymph.
My best fish was caught on a green bead head caddis
larva under either a hopper ora stimulator. Small
caddis dries did verywell also.Theweather varied
from too hot and dusty to light rain to perfect. The
propane campfire worked well (fire restrictions). The
food was good and plentiful, and the
company was grand. A lot of lies and
stories were told, and the stars were
spectacular. I feel blessed to have
had such a special week. My thanks
to everyone who was at this special
placefor enhancing my enjoyment and
appreciation of our wonderful sport
that leads us to such grand adventures
and provides us with such special
memories.PS. Afew tips if you go: do
NOT go to Headquarters ID. If you
are there you are LOST. Do NOT lock
you keys in your rig. AAA takes a
long time to rescue you in Starbuck.
Do NOT eat at Sonny’s in Washtucna
unless you call ahead with your
order. If you do eat there, get the fried
chicken. Cheers to all.
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2017 OFF KELLY CREEK OUTING

By Jim Hagy
Thanks to OFF president Jeff Bandy’s kind invitation

to bunk in his motorhome, I was able to participate
in this trip to the central Idaho “cutt” country, along
with John Wendt, Barry Hutton, John Bisset, and
Denny Stotzenburg.
Jeff was to be there a couple of weeks but the rest of
us seemed to come and go a few days at a time.

While I was there, the weather was very warm and
there was a USFS stage one burn ban in effect so it
was fortunate that Jeff had his propane fire pit along
as shown with Denny and Jeff enjoying the warming
of the tootsies after a day of wading.
Jeff was also prepared a fantastic scramble on his
grill and should be noted as a “gourmet fly fisher”
companion.
Denny (unknowingly) demonstrated his casting
skills as I stopped to wave good bye on my way out.
The flow of Kelly Creek was unusually low but this
allowed us older gentlemen access to some runs that
held nice sized fish. A good run in the photo shows
the location for the 18-inch product of my efforts.
For some reason, I guess it is called “fishing” and not
always “catching”, most of my dry flies tied for Idaho
“cutt country” did not work. They seemed to like size
18 (and smaller) dark colored dries, but since I can’t
tie OR see this size dry fly I had to concentrate on the
smallest nymphs I had under an indicator. This DID
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work and I had a couple of good days with several
cutts in the 12/18-inch size. The nymphs also yielded
more whitefish but, 12/18-inch whitefish are not too
bad in the current --- if one is not “picky”.
It was a long drive but well worth the effort.
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Photos by J Youngblood’s

Club Picnic – Lake 16
The summer picnic had twenty
two members in attendance. It
was a beautiful day for fishing,
but the catching was poor.
President Jeff Bandy made
burgers and brats for everyone.
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Member Fishing Reports
Heart Lake Fishing Report
By John Owens
These were caught over a month ago, but what a
thrill. The Marblemount hatchery planted a large
number of what they called a Goldendale Hybrid
in Heart Lake. They run between 4 and 8 pounds,
and are quite a battle on a fly rod. The 5 shown were
given to folks on the shoreline who said they wanted
them, and another 5 were released that day. Pat
Kendall also caught a few of them fishing in my boat.
I have caught 20+ of them so far, and quit fishing the
lake at the end of July as the water has gotten quite
warm, and the weeds are getting pretty bad. Ten fish
in one day of that size is definitely my best ever trout
fishing day.
Once when fishing with Pat, one of the released 6
pounders was a little slow to recover after release,
and I was about to row over a few feet and tap
him with the oar when a mature bald eagle came
swooping with talons extended, and tried and failed
to lift the fish up. Quite a sight to see an eagle of that
size flying that close to you with wings and talons
extended. His second pass was just as unsuccessful,
but on his 3rd try, he was able to lift it barely out of
the water and flew just above the surface to the other
side of the lake before releasing it as he couldn’t get
any altitude with that weight hanging below him.
I am sure a couple of eagles had quite a feast on the
shoreline. Very memorable fishing at Heart Lake
this year.
Note: the large trout shown on shore were given away to
people who had requested them. All 17 others were released
which is my usual practice.

Snoqualmie South Fork
Robert Chaffee
Early August
Stu Schram and I fished the South Fork of the
Snoqualmie. We fished at exit 38 and 34. We didn’t
catch many fish, but the temperature was in the
mid-90›s, and there were lots of folks including
swimmers. Now would be a good time to go back.

Icicle River
Robert Chaffee
July 28
Icicle River: I hiked the Icicle Gorge Loop trail, which
starts at a forest service parking lot of the same
name. The complete loop is 3.5 miles, but all of the
easily accessible river is on the opposite side of the
river from the parking area. The quickest way there
is to go left from the parking lot and cross the bridge
to the other side and then walk upstream. Lots of
small fish. I recommend Royal Coachmen, etc.
Alternatively, drive a little further to Rock Island
Camp ground, cross the river and fish downstream
as far as you like.
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90 Miles by Kayak on the
Missouri River Breaks
By Karen Bertram

In mid-June I joined five of my paddle

friends for a one-week trip down the
Missouri River in Montana. It seemed a
sure bet to me that this trip would yield
good opportunities to do some fly fishing.
Amongst the gear packed into and on top
of my boat was one rod and a small stash of
flies.
But a few stars were out of alignment. First,
the better fishing is upstream of where
we launched at Fort Benton. Second, the
late spring storms and snowmelt had the
river running fast and high in mid-June
when we arrived. And, a major storm was
predicted the day before our planned launch. We
were delayed two days waiting for the storm to pass.
(Fortunately, Fort Benton has some very interesting
museums!) And lastly, the wind. The wind! It blew
every day. Often we had gusts up to 30 mph and one
day up to 40.
I did attempt to fish at a couple of stopping points but
the wind took my wee fly and sent it…well, flying!
Our trip leader, Bill Brackin, had brought a spinning

rod and he fished several times but didn’t catch
anything. Mostly what the locals fish for on this part
of the river are walleye, sturgeon, and paddlefish.
Although fishing was poor, the scenery filled me
up in a way that I’ll never forget. Paddling down
the river at about 6 knots, our group was treated
to an ever-changing display of some of nature’s
finest creations. The sandstone formations known
as the White Cliffs have changed little in the 200some years since the Corps of Discovery coaxed
their keelboats upstream. And the Hole In The Wall
probably looked the same to us as it did to Jesse
James and so many other desperados who hid there
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It was easy
to imagine them taking refuge in the countless nooks
and crannies, as well as the native Blackfeet living off
the rugged but beautiful land.
And then there was the sky—the Big Sky. Although
we didn’t have what many would consider the best
weather, the clouds danced across the sky in all
shapes and forms, adding to the drama the landscape
was already performing.
Although the critters below the surface were just
about impossible to see, the ones above it were in
full view. Golden eagles, bald eagles, white pelicans,
osprey, hawks, Canada geese, a host of perching
birds, mule deer, and antelope.
Most of the group paddled almost two weeks and 175
miles down the Missouri. My friend and I paddled
90 miles, pulling out at Judith’s Landing. I would go
back to this area in a heartbeat, though maybe spend
some time upstream where the fishing is better!
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Randy Butler, Ed Kellison and good friend Todd
geared up in the early morning recently to pursue
those bi-yearly pink salmon. We all met at the Ben
Howard launch and loaded boats and the gear onto
on truck and headed up to Sultan. Busy location at
the launch in Sultan, popular spot with plenty of
Humpies on the rise at the Sky/Wallace. Launched
around 7:30 or so and floated downstream a bit until
the crowds thinned out a bit. Randy stopped off in

an area that had a deeper trough, and hooked and
landed the first Humpy of the day. Several more
hook ups during the day but nothing landed. We
continued the drift, after dragging our boats over a
few shallow areas, and worked some areas along the
banks for Searun Cutthroat. Both Randy and Todd
caught several Searun during the day. As we floated
down and came to deeper and popular holes and
there was no shortage of bank-bait fisherman. Finally
made it down to Ben Howard around 5:30 or so, long
day. All in all it was a beautiful float with eagles and
many hawks overhead, and those elusive Humpies
rising everywhere except on the pretty pink fly
where they belonged.

Yakima River

Lake Margaret

By Mike Edwards

By Randal White

A quick report from the Yakima River: I floated with
Mark Shimasu of Avid Anglers twice in the last
three weeks. The first with a friend for the first time
and second with my brother (flyfishing for the the
first time). The first trip was a beautiful fall day but
windy in the canyon. We only fished the fast water
very close to the shore. Lots of small fish but Gil, my
friend, caught the largest rainbow I have ever seen
caught on the river. My brother, Rob, was taught
how to fish by Mark in about ten minutes and had
his first fish in about five. The water flow is down
considerably and this time we concentrated on the
middle of river. No wind but colder. A great way to
introduce someone to fly fishing.

September 28

By Ed Kellison
September15, 2017

Randal White, Bud Moore, John Wendt, and Jen
Youngblood fished Lake Margaret on a beautiful,
sunny, 85 degree day. Poor Jen, her pontoon began
leaking, and she had to give up early. The rest of us
all caught fish, rainbows, cutthroats, and bass. The
hot fly was a size 10 olive bugger with a red plastic
bead head. The fish were mostly caught about 5 feet
down. Next time, Jen!

Many thanks to all the OFF Members
that submitted reports and photos!

