












U.S. to Oneidas - 1777

“We [the United States] have experienced 
your [Oneida] love, strong as an oak, 

and your fidelity, unchangeable as truth.

You have kept fast hold of the ancient covenant-chain, 
and preserved it free from rust and decay, 

and bright as silver. 

Like brave men, for glory you despised danger; 
you stood forth, in the cause of your friends, 

and ventured your lives in our battles.

While the sun and moon contrive to give light to the world, 
we shall love and respect you.  

As our trusty friends, we shall protect you; 
and shall at all times consider your welfare 

as our own.”

Journals of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789 (Dec. 1777)
W.C. Ford et al., eds Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress (34 vols.).



Th e Guswenta
Two Row Wampum Belt: Symbol of Sovereignty

Th is belt symbolizes the agreement and conditions under which

the Haudenosaunee welcomed the newcomers to this land.   

“You say that you are our father and I am your son.”   

We say, ‘We will not be like Father and Son, but like Brothers’.”   

Th is wampum belt confi rms our words.  Th ese two rows will symbolize

two paths or two vessels, traveling down the same river together.  

One, a birch bark canoe, will be for the Indian People, their laws,

their customs and their ways. We shall each travel the river together,

side by side, but in our own boat.  Neither of us will make

compulsory laws or interfere in the internal aff airs of the other.   

Neither of us will try to steer the other’s vessel.   

From a 1614 agreement between the Haudenosaunee and representatives
of the Dutch government, declaring peaceful coexistence  

Th e agreement has been kept by the Haudenosaunee to this date.

Replica two-row
wampum belt
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