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What is this research comic about?

This comic is about rural transformations 
in Africa. Between February and May 2020, 
researchers from different countries worked 
together virtually and at the Maria Sibylla 
Merian Institute for Advanced Studies in Africa 
(MIASA). This comic gives you an insight into 
our research.

What is MIASA?

MIASA wants to reduce global asymmetries 
in knowledge production. It is a hub for 
exchange, networking and collaboration 
amongst researchers from Germany, Ghana, 
the African and European continents and 
beyond. MIASA is based on the beautiful 
campus of the University of Ghana, Legon 
(Accra). It is the first Institute for Advanced 
Studies in sub-Saharan Africa outside of South 
Africa. Its programmes are currently funded 
by the German Federal Ministry of Education 
and Research (BMBF), while its local staffing, 
administrative and operational costs are 
funded by the University of Ghana.

How should I read this research comic?

There is no right or wrong way to read this 
comic. If you like, you can read it on your own. 
You can also read it aloud together with your 
friends or your family.
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This comic is about rural transformations in Africa. Between 
February and May 2020, researchers from different countries 
worked together virtually and at the Maria Sibylla Merian Institute 
for Advanced Studies in Africa (MIASA). This comic gives you 
an insight into our research. We describe how land investments 
affect the people around them, show examples of resource-based 
conflicts and explain the motivations of people to move to a city.

MIASA wants to reduce global asymmetries in knowledge 
production. It is a hub for exchange, networking and collaboration 
amongst researchers from Germany, Ghana, the African and 
European continents and beyond.


