SOFA (similar to shown) “Paramount,” $1,899, bludot.com WHITE CHAIR “MR Lounge Chair with Arms” by Knoll,
Mies van der Rohe, leather, from $6,274, allmodern.com COFFEE TABLE (similar to shown) “Art Deco,” gilded wood
and mirror, $699, wisteria.com THROW PILLOWS (on sofa and chair, similar to shown) “Medallion,” cotton ikat,
$49 each, wisteria.com; reclaimed kilim, $500 each, communedesign.com; and Vakarétajas traditional Latvian textiles,
from $65 each, baltic-crossroads.com LAMP (similar to shown) vintage 1950s ceramic, $575, nickeykehoe.com
FLOOR PILLOWS (similar to shown) Sure Fit ikat floor cushion, $29.99 each, target.com

Ina fair),_m|e HEN DESIGNER STEVEN
Johanknecht moved
L.A. home (Wl th into his storybook Silver
classic HO”)’WOOCI Lake cottage eight years
ago, the neighbors told him that the
roots ) , one house had been built in 1928 by Disney
- esig ner amps up Studios in the style of the Seven
. Dwarfs’ forest cabin. Indeed, the Tudor
the Sf)’l €, sl deste ps home still had the original kitchen,
the prec iou s, dark hallways, and attic-like master
bedroom. “It’s a good thing I'm not
an d ma ke severy tall,” Johanknecht says with a chuckle,
inch count. standing under the sloped ceiling of his

very cozy bedroom. The idiosyncrasies
BY SALLY SCHULTHEISS of the house add character, he explains,
and he credits its efficient layout:
“There’s no excess or unused space.”
Johanknecht, a founder of the design
firm Commune, believes “anyone can surround themselves with
an environment they love.” In his case, that means kilim pillows,
layers of art. lots of wood, and bold graphic color—an earthy-glam
mix that has become Commune’s signature. Johanknecht admits
that his own house, at 1,400 square feet, is “small by L.A. standards
but large by New York’s,” and is filled with furnishings that went
through “awkward teenage years” until they found themselves
here. “L.A. taught me to repurpose things,” he adds. “There
is something about the Wild West that allows you to break free.”
In the living room, paintings and framed posters, mostly from
flea markets, are stacked against the wall and under the bar.
“It'samazing how much a small house can absorb,” Johanknecht
says. By not hanging them, he can change the decor every month
or so. “It allows the space to evolve and feel fresh,” he says.
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CHERRY RED IS A
SIGNATURE COLOR—
EVEN ON KITCHEN
CABINETS.

\

A small-scale dining table
accommodates the room’s

modest proportions.

A banquette, some throw pillows,
and pretty strings of lights turn a deck
ito an outdoor 1 5

DINING ROOM,
KITCHEN, AND PATIO

@ “The kitchen hadn’t been
overrenovated,” say:
Johanknecht. “I like adding
and lay of paint and lacquers.
Instead of redoing, I like to mend.”
The former Barneys New York
utive designed an oval dining
table of solid walnut to fit the narrow
dining area (near left). French
doors and windows covered in
vintage lace and bamboo ease
the indoor-outdoor flow of California
living. The wood deck (above) just
outside the dining room extends the
house’s entertaining area. And
there, too, the furnishings are no
afterthought: An upholstered
banquette, wood slats, strings of
lights, hanging plants, chimes,
and sculpture ate an outdoor

living room.
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STUDIO

[ J Johanknecht’s art studio is a converted

garage. Every Sunday, he opens the

French doors, tunes in to National Public Radio,

and spends all day painting small, colorful
abstracts that explore what he calls “the
tension, or balance, between order and chaos.”

Antlers “from a crazy antiques store in San

Francisco” hover above it all. Instead of needing

a large space to house and display his various
Johanknecht simply moves things
around, rotating paintings and treasured

in and out of storage.

_bold geometric p

In the studio, antiques like
these antlers mix and
mingle with the designer’s
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A HANGING
BIKE IS LIKE ANOTHER
PIECE OF ART.
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Upholstered mattresses serve
as hoth seat
quarters in the den.

DEN AND MASTER
BEDROOM

@ The den (above) is a burrow

drenched in rich teal paint—the
trim, too—and covered in old kilims
(“I'm obsessed with them,” says
Johanknecht), pillows, art (including
some of his own paintings), and books.
Two double mattresses upholstered
in Belgian linen anchor the room,
which also houses overnight guests.
The credenza (right) acts as another
revolving gallery for the designer to
change things up. The master bedroom
(opposite page) is the one room he
renovated completely. “This is a haven,
and ['ve aggressively gone after that
feeling,” Johanknecht says. The wall-to-
wall Belgian cashmere carpet signals
the theme: “I liked the idea of coming
into a soft space,” he says. He also
chose “low” items for the room that
would fit comfortably within the
sloped parameters, and he surrounded
the far window with bookshelves.
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Carefully placing the
 bed beneath the sloped
ceiling ensures the best use
Jewer bumped heads.

e.

A rotating display of ohjects
and pictures all live
happily on the credenz
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