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The Calgary Stampede Foundation supports youth of Alberta by 
providing dynamic programming to enhance their leadership skills, 

personal growth, citizenship, and education. Our vibrant and 
welcoming campus connects arts, heritage, and education for 

year-round visitors and learners.

Strong Youth. Stronger Community.

Calgary Stampede Foundation is honoured to acknowledge that we are 
gathered on the traditional territories of the Blackfoot Confederacy (Siksika, 

Kainai, and Piikani), Îyâxe Nakoda (Bearspaw, Chiniki, and Wesley) and Tsuut’ina 
First Nations Peoples, and the Métis Nation of Alberta Region 3. These lands 

have always been a gathering place. The Calgary Stampede and 
Calgary Stampede Foundation are honoured to continue that tradition.
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Greetings from our Board Chair

The year ahead is full of excitement and promise, with many changes taking place 
around Stampede Park. Sam is nearing completion, and I am eager to take in all the 
new experiences this unique institution has to offer once it opens in the spring. It 
will offer locals and visitors alike a chance to place themselves at the heart of the 
Calgary Stampede, whether they visit in January or July, offering exciting and 
immersive learning opportunities for all.

Before we hit the ground running on what promises to be an exciting 2024, I invite 
you to look back at the last year and read about the Stampede Foundation’s 
highlights and milestones, as well as the impact of your support. 

Thank you for helping us develop strong youth for a stronger community.
Bill Gray
Board Chair
Calgary Stampede Foundation

On behalf of the Calgary Stampede Foundation Board and employees, thank you for your support over the last year. 
Throughout 2023, over 6,000 young people were positively impacted by Foundation programs and spaces, none of which 
would be possible without our incredible donors, volunteers, partners, and friends. 

I am always inspired by the strength of the youth in our programs and our community, as they dedicate themselves to their 
own personal development, leadership skills, education, and creativity. Our education programs received outstanding 
feedback from participants, and our performance programs excelled both on and off the stage. With a dedicated team 
focused on youth safety, program excellence, and an inspiring campus, I am certain that the year ahead will be a great one.
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The Stampede Foundation’s Manager of Youth 
Education Programs, Susan Arthurs, was the 2023 
recipient of the Mayor’s White Hat Award. Susan 
was nominated for working alongside the Calgary 
Stampede Historical Committee to develop, train, 
and run tours to welcome guests from around the 
world, hosting as the Stampede School teacher, and 
showing incredible hospitality to each Calgary Stam-
pede Poster Competition participant. Susan has 
been instrumental in the development and growth 
of our education programs, and we’re all incredibly 
proud of her for earning this award.

2023 Highlights
Mayor’s White Hat Award for 

Susan Arthurs
World Autism Day at 
Stampede Campus

YYC World Autism Day celebrated its 10th anniver-
sary at the Calgary Stampede Youth Campus, where 
community vendors, live entertainment, art activi-
ties took place on Enbridge Plaza to raise awareness 
and have fun. Thank you to all who attended and 
took part in this incredible show of community spir-
it!
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Stampede Showband 7th 
World Title

Stampede Time 
Success

This year 100 years of chuckwagon racing and pan-
cake breakfasts were celebrated, at a record break-
ing Calgary Stampede! Opening day saw a record 
number of guests come to Stampede Park, with 
more than 300,000 spectators lining the streets of 
downtown Calgary to take in the Stampede Parade. 
It was a year of inspiring community spirit, incredi-
ble youth performances, and plenty of Yahoo to go 
around.

The Calgary Stampede Showband took first place 
at the 2023 World Assocation of Marching Show 
Bands (WAMSB) championship in West Virginia, 
the seventh such achievement for this incredible 
group of talented musicians and performers. This 
international competition brings together bands 
from across the globe, with the Showband winning 
for their field show performance, Sonic Playground. 
Congratulations!
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A Year in Numbers

Donors in 2024

291

Members of the 
1912 Society

114

Youth Program 
Participants

8,200

Hours of Rehearsal for 
Performance Programs

1,620

Classes in Education 
Programs

71

Mini donuts consumed 
by our team

Too many to count!
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Looking Forward

As we start a new year, the Calgary Stampede Foundation begins a new chapter, with the highly anticipated Sam Centre opening 
its doors in 2024. This unique cultural institution will be a community hub, showcasing the stories and peoples of 
southern Alberta through highly participatory and immersive exhibits and experiences. Alongside these exhibits, dynamic 
programming will be offered, including the new Sam Centre Education program. Building on the Foundation’s program 
successes and Youth Development Framework, Sam will deliver a brand-new program tailored around Sam’s unique 
experiences. It will be built around three main themes – Stampede and Southern Alberta Stories, Elbow River Camp and 
Reconciliation, and Community Spirit. Programming will pilot in June, with around 400 classes estimated to take part in the first 
full year of programming, fulfilling the demand for more educational experiences, and doubling the number of students 
currently benefitting from Stampede Education programs.

In addition to Sam, the Stampede Campus will also see the opening of Rotary Learning Lab, a place for young and emerging 
leaders to learn, share, and innovate community-based education practice. This space is a true representation of 
community partnerships, with the Rotary Club of Calgary at Stampede Park, Centre for Newcomers, Calgary Arts Academy, and 
the Werklund School of Education, to name a few, coming together to develop a place where the next generation will become 
inspired and engaged citizens.

With the 2024 Calgary Stampede fast approaching, the winning artwork for the Calgary Stampede Poster will be a frequent 
sight throughout the city. 22-year-old Lloyd Templeton is the winning artist for this year, with his poster artwork titled Wîchîspa 
Skadabi Odâginabi, meaning “Celebrating the Calgary Stampede” in the language of the Stoney Nakoda. The poster captures 
community spirit and history of the Stampede Parade, as well as representing meaningful relationships with First Nations people 
of Treaty 7. We look forward to seeing it adorn walls and buildings throughout Calgary as we prepare for the Greatest Outdoor 
Show on Earth!
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Inspiring Spaces

At the heart of the new Rivers District, our Campus continues to grow and provide world-class gathering places and perform-
ing arts venues for locals and visitors alike. With over 465,000 sq. ft. of inspiring spaces, Campus has been abuzz with activity 
throughout 2023.

Community is at the heart of what Campus is about, with a variety of sports, arts, and education groups using spaces through-
out the year, from Fierce and Curvy Empire Dance School to StoryBook Theatre, and everything in between.

Large scale events included United Way’s 2023 Kick Off, an event that took over Campus spaces for a campaign kick off like no 
other, with over 800 people in attendance. Campus also hosted guest marching bands during Stampede time, with around 1,000 
young musicians taking part in rehearsals, performances, and social activities. 

Campus, and specifically the TransAlta Performing Arts Studios, remains the year-round primary rehearsal space for the Calgary 
Stampede Showband and the Young Canadians School of Performing Arts, in addition to groups such as Calgary Fiddlers and 
the Band of Outriders.

Campus Users

9,000
Campus Events 

80
External Community Groups

20
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Sam Centre

As we start a new year, the Calgary Stampede Foundation begins a new chapter, with the highly anticipated Sam Centre. A hub 
for community connection, cultural education, and Stampede spirit, Sam Centre will bring stories of the Calgary Stampede to 
life, through highly participatory and immersive experiences, fueled by technology, compelling story-telling, and western 
hospitality. It will also deliver critically needed facilities to house the Stampede Collections and Archives in a new Collections 
Workshop, where members of the public will be able to access family records, photographs, and more, to deepen their 
connections to the past. Galleries will weave tales of community, culture, and history together, welcoming visitors into the heart 
of the Stampede.

Ross Glen Gallery

An open and welcoming space, Ross 
Glen Gallery will feature multiple ro-
tating exhibits on an annual basis. Each 
experience invites visitors to explore 
Stampede stories in more depth, using 
artifacts, immersive art, a tactile maker 
space and co-creation with community 
partners wherever possible.

Scown Gallery

Scown Gallery will immerse guests in 
stories and perspective spanning a 
century. Themed zones will take visitors 
on a learning journey, using artifacts, 
interactive activations, dynamic 
programming, and innovative 
technology. With exhibits on Stampede 
style, crafts and skills, volunteers, 
agriculture, and western events, visitors 
will come away with a deeper 
understanding of the Calgary Stampede 
and it’s role in our community.

Stampede Sensations

This must-see attraction will be a 
brilliant cacophony of music, thumping 
hooves, powwow drums, and rising 
cheers. Technology will immerse 
visitors using a wide variety of 
multimedia formats, from film and 
visual effects to awesome sounds and 
recorded voices, using a collections of 
never heard before personal histories. 
Haptics will evoke movements and 
sensations of roaring hooves and 
prairie winds, giving visitors an 
immersive experience like no other.
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Youth Education

The Calgary Stampede Foundation provides hands-on learning environments for students to broaden their education through 
the Stampede School program, OH Ranch Education, and many more. 

By relocating classrooms to the inspiring OH Ranch in the foothills of southern Alberta, engaged students can explore the 
history, environment, and ecosystems of this incredible landscape. Overall experience ratings of the OH Ranch Education 
program are at an all-time high, with end of year surveys showing 100% high satisfaction. The dedicated education team 
continues to develop this program, experimenting with multiple classes in a day this year, to grow access to the program for 
more students than ever before.

It wouldn’t be a day on Stampede Park without seeing Stampede School students out and about as they absorb every learning 
opportunity their new environment has to offer. With exploration around history, agriculture, Indigenous cultures, and western 
heritage, Stampede School provides hands-on learning that expands young minds and engages curiosities. With 557 students 
taking part in the 2022/23 academic year, Stampede School is helping shape the minds of the next generation. Guest experts 
including historians, sustainability experts, Stampede Royalty, Indigenous Elders, and many more, help students and teachers 
explore curriculum-based questions like ‘how are we all connected?’

Stampede School 
Students

557

OH Ranch Education 
Students

1,113

Indigenous Youth 
Program Participants

83

Poster Competition 
Finalists

27
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Stampede Foundation education programs extend beyond the classroom, and into the art studio, with the Youth Poster 
Competition. Each year, young artists from across Alberta compete for the opportunity to design the world-famous Calgary 
Stampede poster. Brooklyn Payne’s artwork was officially selected as the 2023 Calgary Stampede Poster, depicting three 
Calgary Stampede Showriders in their uniforms upon their horses. Brooklyn’s artwork captivated millions and shone a light on 
Stampede Foundation programs in the community. Brooklyn was awarded the $10,000 Dustin Peers Memorial Scholarship, 
funded by the Brandon Flock Foundation, which will help advance their art education, in addition to the artistic skills developed 
through the program’s masterclass workshops and mentorship sessions.

The Indigenous Youth Program held four sessions in 2023 with 83 youth taking part. Participants had the opportunity to 
connect with their heritage through fun and engaging activities, including paint chemistry, science behind the tipi, traditional 
stories through virtual reality, and a visit from IndigeSTEAM where the day’s focus was on robots and technology. The program 
provides a safe place for Indigenous youth that is is welcoming, inclusive, and brings connection to one’s identity. It builds 
resilience, teaches life skills, and emphasizes the importance of cultures and traditions. 

The program this year was even more exceptional than years past, if 
that’s even possible! This program is a fabulous hands-on learning 
opportunity for students.

- Participating Teacher, OH Ranch Education

Youth Education
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Nothing says community spirit quite like a performance by the Calgary Stampede Showband, the Calgary Stampede 
Showriders, or the Young Canadians. 

The Young Canadians School of Performing Arts exemplified performance excellence throughout their last season, with their 
Spring Show showcase Canadian Playlist taking the audience through the history of Canadian music one song at a time. With 
performances at the 2023 Mayor’s Celebration of the Arts, the Optimist Festive Showcase, and their first-ever alumni 
performance during BMO Kid’s Day, these talented young performers continue to inspire and spread cheer all year round. 
The program has seen a member retention rate of 89% this year, the highest in over 10 years, and we’re sure that this year holds 
many more exceptional performances in the cards!

Young Canadians is the most welcoming group I have ever had the 
honour of being part of. Having that kind of support from my peers 
gives me the confidence to go after things and challenge myself out-
side of my comfort zone while still having fun. You never know what 
the future holds, and you never know what doors you close when you 
are too afraid to be bold.

- Senior Young Canadians Member

Performing Arts 
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The Calgary Stampede Showband has gone from strength to strength, including winning their 7th title at the World Association 
of Marching Show Bands World Championships in July. The Showband was also recognized by City Council, where Showband 
members shared a bit of Stampede spirit, dancing and performing in Council Chambers, before City Council proclaimed Oc-
tober 17th, 2023, as ‘Calgary Stampede Showband Day!’ We’re getting ready for another ten days of exuberant Steps Show 
performances and more community spirit for the whole city, led by this wonderful ensemble.

It’s not all singing and dancing for the Stampede Foundation’s performing arts programs. Combining equine skill with 
performance flair, the Calgary Stampede Showriders wowed audiences in both Canada and across the border, with a 
jam-packed schedule of events last year. Following their incredible performances during Stampede time, the Showriders 
travelled to Wyoming for the Cheyenne Frontier Days, where the team rode in three Grand Parades and were recognized as 
‘Best Mounted Group’ by the parade organizers. These skilled equestrians continue to grow their horsemanship with the help 
of Jamee Dewitt, Showriders Director, who was awarded the Above and Beyond Excellence Award from the Alberta Equestrian 
Federation in March.

Performing Arts 

Young Canadians 
Members

112

Showband 
Members

141

Showriders
Members

14
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Agricultural Programming

In partnership with 4-H, the Calgary Stampede was proud to provide several programs for 4-H members, with the support of the 
Calgary Stampede Foundation donors.

4-H on Parade returned to Stampede Park in June, western Canada’s largest gathering of 4-H members, providing youth with the 
opportunity to demonstrate a wide variety of skills and accomplishments. Calgary Region 4-H members gathered to compete 
and showcase their projects, with events and activities ranging from archery and cake decorating to showing cattle, sheep, canines, 
and horses. 4-H Rodeo followed in September at the Nutrien Western Event Centre, with youth taking part in clinics that focused 
on rodeo events, equine health, and safe animal handling skills, followed by an exhilarating rodeo competition. Participants ranged 
in age from nine to 20, participating in three age rgoups (Junior, Intermediate and Senior).

With laughs in the wash racks, and tears in the sale ring, we become 
a community over the course of three days. This is the best three days 
of the year that impacts us for a lifetime.

- 4-H on Parade Participant

4-H on Parade
Participants

440

4-H Rodeo
Participants

90

Participating 
4-H Clubs 

39
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Thank You to our 2023 Donors

Leadership Donors    

Wayne and Eleanor 
Chiu

Marcel Coutu and 
Anne Maxwell

Doherty 
Family

Estate of Arthur 
(Bud) Hall

Ron and Toni 
Jackson and Family

John and Sheilagh 
Langille

Bill (In Memoriam) 
and Sharon Siebens

Estate of Joan 
Snyder

Taylor Family 
Foundation

Norris Family 
Foundation

The Cal Wenzel 
Family Foundation
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James and Patricia Burns Flow Through Fund
Calgary Stampede Volunteer and Friends Divot Classic
Bert and Alexa Church Family
Cowboys Stampede Trail Ltd.
John Finn
Estate of Roger Jarvis
David Lantz
M. Ann McCaig
Beth and Dick Olver
Pat and Bob Steele
Sam Ousher Switzer Charitable Foundation and Family
Travel Alberta

Major Donors      

The 1912 Society is a group of passionate donors contributing 
$1,912 or more annually towards ensuring that the Calgary 
Stampede Foundation’s programs and spaces remain 
exceptional, accessible, and sustainable.

Trailblazer     

Brent McLean and Sheila Wappel-McLean
Shelly and Alan Norris
Mary Ellen Robinson

1912 Society

Bull Rider     

Steve and Marjie Allan
Hazel Bennett
Dr. David and Joanne Chalack
Wynne and Bob Chisholm
Susan and Stan Church
Marcel Coutu and Anne Maxwell
Lauchlan and Karen Currie
Siobhan Doherty
Shane Doig
Shane and Amelie Ellis
David Farran
John Finn
Michelle Fior
Brandon Flock Foundation
The Fong Seto Family
Donna Galvin
Ken and Janice Kilroe
Gregg ‘Scooter’ Korek
Penny Leckie
Teri McKinnon
Moore Family
Martha and Stuart O’Connor
O’Leary Family
Beth and Dick Olver
Will and Lisa Osler
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David Lantz
Cal Malhiot
M. Ann McCaig
Kim and Carolyn McConnell
Tracey McCrimmon and Gerry Protti
David and Jenny McDermid
Marilyn Milavsky
Fred and Debra Moore
Brian Reimer
Maggie Schofield
Craig Senyk
Erika Smith
John and Carol Stueck
Under the Arch Youth Foundation

Member    

Andrew and Carolyne Abbott
Sherry and Steve Austin
George Brookman
Mason Brookwell
Elizabeth Burke-Gaffney
Jim and Patricia Burns
Michael Casey and Brenda Armitage
Arlein and Judy Chetner

Bull Rider (continued)     

Ruth Peters
Robert and Donna Poffenroth
David Pope
Irfhan Rawji
Sharon Siebens
Darlene Switzer-Foster
Don and Ruth Taylor
Waslen Family

Mustang     

Kay Best
Susan Brown
Guy Buchanan
Gordon and Joanne Bussey
Yuheng Fei
Janet and Mike Gale
Margaret and Jim Gilis Family Foundation
Allen Hagerman
Tim Harvie
Todd Hawkwood
John and Sonja Hind

Paul Kavanagh
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Marlene Copeland
Joel and Tammy Cowley
Doepker Family
Helen Ellis
Chantelle Ethier
Joanne Fraser
Joan Fullerton
Angie Gelinas
Bill Gray and Rebecca Stewart
Kari Griffith and Rees Smith
Bob and Julie Hamilton
Becca and Ryan Hancock
Karen Hand
Jan Hawes
Gregory Hawkwood
Howard Hawkwood
Sarah Hayes and Clare Prosser
Lesley and Scott Hutcheson
Randy and Karin Kerr
Vern Kimball and Wendy Ryan
Joseph and Cindy Leung
Dave and Dana Lougheed
Sandra Lunder
Laura MacDonald
Morton Family Foundation
Barry and Val Munro

Stephanie Pan
Christine Parent
Patti Pon
Bob Rooney
Bob Sartor
Donald and Eleanor Seaman Family Foundation
Sabina Shah
Steve and Jane Snyder
Edie Thome
Scott and Debra Thon
Josh Traptow
Colleen Tynan
Russ Tynan
Wendy Tynan
Elan Suissa Legacy Fund
Tracey Zehl

When you join the 1912 Society, you unite with a group of passionate 
donors who are an essential part of the Stampede family. Together, we 
can help young people achieve their goals by providing inspiring programs 
and spaces to create the next generation of super citizens. 

For more information on the 1912 Society, please contact 
Ryan Hancock at rhancock@calgarystampede.com
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Van Brunt Family Charitable Foundation
D. Burak
Bob and Georgia Cairns
Alex and Wendy Campbell Flow Through Fund
Patricia Ceri
Danielle Cheyne
Sippy Chhina
Sharon Cholowsky
Jasmine Crosilla
CS Junior Livestock (IYP)
CS Junior Steer Classic
CS Western Art Showcase
Ann Dancyger
Deborah Davidson
Douglas Davidson
Barry Davy
Bonnie Dean
Rene Desmarias
Wendy Docherty
Bob Dyck
Steve and Rene Edwards
Gene Edworthy
Mark Ellis
Francis Esler
Jean Excell
Devin Fraser

Anonymous Donors
Linda Abercrombie
Phyllis Aberle
Alberta Carriage Supply
Fred Allen
Patrick Antes
Sharon Appleyard
Cheryl Arany
Sarah Atkinson
Don Austin
Eleanor Bailey
Donald Ballance
Barclays Capital Canada Inc.
Mary Barr and James Allard
Bearspaw Community Association
Melissa Bell
Jenny Belzberg
Garry Beres
Big Four Family Reunion
David Bininda
Mark Bowman
Doreen Brault
Sonya Brown Tisdall

Community Donors
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Friends of the Young Canadians
Raena Gartner
Shona Gillis
Darren Glover
Barry Gordon
Dianne and Arthur Grabatin
Kelli Grier
Pat Guillemaud
Ian Hale
Dixie Halstead
David Hames
Nancy and Ross Hayes
Dan and Kathy Hays
Jennifer Head
Norma Hilton
Tom and Patricia Hjorleifson
Tannis Holland
Hoof and Wheel Ltd.
Andrew Howden
Corey Hunn
Kaye James
Ann Jewitt
Natesha Kazakoff
Alison Keene
Margaret Keene
Dianne Kerr

Kinsmen Club of Calgary
Todd Klink
Rick Kroeker
Rick Kuzyk
La Due Ladies Advancement Fund
Rachel Lamacchia
Sheri Larsen
Irvin and Wendy Lee-Ying
Phil Lepage
Stephen Letwin
Carole Levasseur
Phil and Harriet Libin
Mark Little
Bryn Lukowiak
Judy Lundhild
Yohan Madhani
Gerry Malin
Omar Masood
Terry McManaman
MEG Energy
Janet Moroz Clarke
Shannon Murray
Lavien Ninz
North American Midway Entertainment Canada Co.
Doug Noyes
Graham O’Connor
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Michael O’Connor
Shirley O’Donoghue
Ted O’Grady
Olds Auction Mart Ltd.
Grace Oliver
Optimist Club of Calgary
B.A. Cheyne Parkinson
Amanda Patterson
Wally and Shawn Patterson
Lenina Pavon Cardoso
Brenna Perera
Corinna Peters
Brent Quinton
Stephen Raby
Gordon Reid
Rick Martin Trucking
Jessica Rooney
Thane and Keri Russell
Spencer Seabrook
David Seibel
Tammie Seibel
Ann Seymour
Michael Shaw
Chris Sheridan
Shine Light Entertainment Inc.
Spencer Stuart & Associates (Canada) Ltd.

Betty Stein
Ken Stott
Kim Stubbs
David and Joyce Talbot
Pearl Tang
Theriault Holdings Corp.
Roger Thomas
G. Carol Thompson
Harold Thornton
Arleen Toffan
TREC Dental Foundation
Henry Turner
Norma Turner
Annette Van Buren
Don Waldorf
LaVonne Walt
Arlene Weidner
Robert Welty
Curtis Wilson
W. Brett Wilson
Montana Woolford-Browne
Beverly Yanover
Gordon Yi
Jessica Zutz
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Bob Thompson
Community Builder

Kay Best
Corporate Director and 
Communtiy Builder

Susan Brown
Community Builder

Marcel Coutu
Corporate Director and 
Community Builder

Bill Gray
Board Chair
Partner, 
Miles Davison LLP

Fauzia Lalani
Community Builder

Shelly Norris
Community Builder

Scott Thon
President of Operations, 
Berkshire Hathaway Energy

Foundation 
Board Chair 

Emeritus

John Kousinioris
President and CEO,
TransAlta

Board of Directors

M. Ann McCaig
C.M., A.O.E., LL.D. 

Lauchlan Currie
Co-Chair, 
ARC Financial Corp.

Clayton Norris
Vice President,
Indigenous Services for MNP

Cherie-Copithorne Barnes
Second Vice-Chair
Calgary Stampede





Contact Us
calgarystampede.com/foundation

csfoundation@calgarystampede.com
403.261.0349

Charitable Registration # 893125070 RR0001


