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Welcome to the Programme for

People and Planet
Global Goals Week, 15-22 January, 2022

From October 2021 to March 2022, Dubai and the United Arab Emirates
brought more than 200 nations and organisations together to charta
course forward for a cleaner, safer and healthier future for all. Designed
in conjunction with 192 nations and adopted by the UAE Cabinet, the
Programme for People and Planet catalysed global action and impact and
ensured that everyone, from government and business to individuals, had
a seat at the table.

With new forms of partnership atits heart, it prioritised youth,
women and underrepresented voices. More than 19,000 change makers
came from all over the world and were joined by 29 million online viewers.
We started a movement, the momentum of which will shape our shared
future for decades to come. The world identified the most urgent priorities
of our time, around which we convened more than 220 events across
10 Theme Weeks and 15 International Days. This book reflects and builds
on the discussions that happened during the Global Goals Week events,
which included the specialist platforms listed below.

» WORLD MAJILIS: This was Expo's signature platform for Connecting
Minds. Designed to spark exchanges that pave the way for a better
tomorrow, it hosted more than 50 thought-leadership sessions and
included specialist forums dedicated to topical issues centring female
voices (Women's World Majlis) and youth voices (Next-Gen World
Majlis). Topics raised during these conversations are explored in this
book as part of From the majlis and The next gen.

» THEMATIC BUSINESS FORUMS: Designed to harness the
transformative power of business. Expo convened business leaders,
entrepreneurs and public and private institutions to share insights
and highlight opportunities that businesses can leverage for social
and environmental impact. Talking points are analysed in this book
as part of Good business.

» EXPO LIVE: This was Expo 2020 Dubai's accelerator platform for
advancing creative solutions that improve lives and preserve our
world. During Expo, it showcased these solutions, connecting the
innovators behind them to international investors. Several of the
innovative solutions featured in this book are Expo Live beneficiaries.

» GLOBAL BEST PRACTICE PROGRAMME: Expo 2020 Dubai's platform
for showcasing simple yet impactful interventions that localise and
advance the UN Sustainable Development Goals. Several of these
pioneering initiatives feature in this book.

» DIGNIFIED STORYTELLING: A collaborative platform to highlight how
storytelling can uphold human dignity, this programmme was led by
Expo 2020 Dubai, Dubai Cares and the UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation. Session talking points are explored in
The tales we tell.



O FOREWORD

What do we need to do today to
achieve a better, more prosperous
world in 20307?

In the United Arab Emirates, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) resonate so
strongly as we recognise them in ourselves. Their multifaceted approach to
development is reflected in our own strategic vision, both at home and abroad, which
looks beyond just GDP as a measure of our worth.

From a domestic perspective, it incorporates access to opportunity, through
quality education and healthcare. And it demands not just of governments, but of the
whole of society, if we are to achieve our collective goal of a smarter, cleaner and
healthier future for all.

Overseas, this approach has been demonstrated through decades of partnership
and collaboration. The UAE has long been one of the world's largest donors of official
development aid, relative to national income, and in the wake of the pandemic has
taken a global leadership role in vaccine delivery and logistics, speeding much-
needed doses to those countries that need them most.

We are also the founders of the Global Council on Sustainable Development Goals,
an outcome of the 2018 World Government Summit and a platform for
interdisciplinary stakeholders from government, international organisations,
academia and the private sector, to share and explore innovative approaches to
global challenges.

The success of this partnership-based philosophy was reflected in global support
for our hosting of Expo, and in the very foundations and operations of the site itself,
now living in legacy as Expo City Dubai.

Just as Agenda 2030 is framed in a spirit of hope for the future, Expo City Dubai
is infused and empowered with a sense of practical optimism. We will show the
way to 2030 and beyond, embracing purposeful collaboration and accelerating
real progress.

We do all this and more because it is our way, our history and our future. And we
know instinctively, as well as through decades of experience, that for any community
to truly develop, then there must be equal and dignified opportunity for all. We can't
stand out if we're not inclusive. And we can't do it at all, if we're not all together as
one. This is the power of the legacy of Expo 2020 Dubai. This is the philosophy of the
UAE in action. Won't you join us on our journey?

Her Excellency Reem Al Hashimy

UAE Minister of State for International Cooperation
Director General of Expo 2020 Dubai

CEO of Expo City Dubai
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INTRODUCTORY
OVERVIEW

“We need to build a new global
movement to drive progress
at speed”

» By Amina J Mohammed

he Global Goals Week at Expo 2020 in Dubai brought the UN

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to life across the entire site and
was a unique opportunity to drive progress towards the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

When world leaders adopted the 2030 Agenda at the United Nations in
2015, they provided a roadmap for sustainable prosperity for all people
thriving in peace, dignity and equality on a healthy planet. Prior to the
onslaught of the COVID-19 pandemic, the world was not on track to meet
the 17 Sustainable Development Goals and the Paris Agreement on Climate
Change. While progress had been made, the combined effects of the
pandemic, the climate crisis and growing geopolitical tensions and conflicts
pushed us further off track from achieving the goals.

For the first time in a generation, extreme poverty and hunger are rising
again, the gap between the rich and the poor is widening, gender inequality
and the economic and financial situation in many countries is deteriorating.
Meanwhile, the world continues to careen towards climate catastrophe
with record droughts, heatwaves, floods, wildfires and other extreme
climate conditions.

The 2030 Agenda remains our best chance to turn things around. That
is why we launched the Decade of Action to achieve the SDGs in 2020.

Bold leadership and political will is urgently needed to transform our
world. The pandemic has laid bare how vulnerable and unjust our societies
have become. We have also seen that when the political will is there, »»

12 GLOBAL GOALS



INTRODUCTORY
OVERVIEW

Let us join together to end poverty, reduce inequality and
protect our planet with future generations in mind. Let us

. . A multiplicity of challenges were identified during Expo’s Global Goals Week,
deliver the SDGs, our global goals for humanity, now Py J I

underscoring the fact that the world is off track to achieve Agenda 2030.
As the clock ticks down to achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), action must be accelerated if these challenges are to be addressed in time

governments and societies are capable of profound change at
lightning speed. Whether it is uniting forces to develop and deliver life-
saving vaccines and treatments in record time, or taking our work and
education onling, the pandemic has powerfully demonstrated how
interconnected our lives, economies and futures are, and how much we @
depend on international solidarity and effective, inclusive multilateralism.
The pandemic has been a wake-up call with the power to jolt us into
action. From this greater awareness, we can build a new global movement
to drive progress at speed and at scale, and we must accelerate this effort.
Only then can we achieve the SDGs by 2030. Lack of YOUth Setbacks due to
Expo and its Programme for People and Planet incorporated the spirit ‘ empowerment CoviD-19
of the SDGs and SDG-branding into the very fabric of Expo 2020 and was As flagbearers of The COVID-19 pandemic
a critical catalyst in the Decade of Action renewing commitments to keep sustainability, youth are has increased inequalities
the promises that were made in 2015. Millions of visits to Expo 2020 not being eF“F’°Were°' Ane [pelice] e mrele
demonstrated that people, governments, businesses and organisations t? coptrlbute to eve‘n further off course to
. delivering the SDGs achieve the SDGs by 2030
from across the world are eager for change, yearning for hope, and ready
to come together. Itis up to every one of us to turn those engagements
into partnerships and investments that will intensify key transitions in
energy, food and digitalisation to achieve a greener, safer and more s s
equitable world. Gender mequahty
We must ensure every country has the means to invest in a better All SDGs are dependent
future for its people, especially its young people. No country should be on achieving Goal 5: = g
forced to choose between servicing its debts and serving its people. Gender Equality, without
This means redoubling efforts to provide adequate debt relief and which Agenda 2030 will
ramping up concessional finance to drive an equitable and sustainable DT (B ‘
recovery. The global financial system and debt architecture requires
urgent reform to protect developing countries and enable them to

14

In addition to speaking
at the Global Goals Week
Opening Ceremony,
Amina J Mohammed
participated in the Global
Goals for All flagship
event and the

A Decade of Action:
Driving Progress for the
2030 Agenda session
during Global Goals
Week at Expo

GLOBAL GOALS

make a strong recovery. Additionally, a fairer global tax system is
needed where some of the trillions amassed by the world's billionaires
are shared more broadly.

We must learn from the failures of the pandemic and strengthen
global health systems and empower the World Health Organization.
The massive intergenerational injustice committed against the world's

children and young people in failing to deal with the triple planetary crisis

of climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution must be corrected.

We know that when we work together, we succeed. Everyone has a
role to play. It may seem like a formidable task, but as Nelson Mandela
famously said: “it always seems impossible until it is done.” Let us join
together to end poverty, reduce inequality and protect our planet with
future generations in mind. Let us deliver the SDGs, our global goals for
humanity, now. ®

Overestimating
the barriers

The scope of the
challenges to achieving
the SDGs are widely
overestimated, making
it even harder to
address them

Underestimating
human narratives

Storytelling is an
underutilised catalyst
for action on the SDGs




O PERSPECTIVES

“The aspirational objectives of
the goals are now much more
difficult to achieve than before
because of the pandemic”

¥ Cristina Gallach

Former Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and for Ibero-America and the Caribbean
of Spain, Former High Commissioner for the 2030 Agenda for the Government of Spain

Having worked closely on the 2030 Agenda, Cristina Gallach recognises that transparency and
accountability are the missing keys to turning the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into
areality, as she argues in this excerpt from her remarks during Global Goals Week

he Global Goals are aspirational, they are a plan, they are a compass

to achieve transformation. We need to bring them to specific
engagements and to monitor those engagements and actions, and that's
why legislation in every country is fundamental. This will push the numbers
in the right direction.

We also need to see women empowered in different spaces. This will
then push the agenda and create the right legislation. It will make health
more inclusive, and ensure women have opportunities in education.

The role of public policies in this is fundamental, and they must be
accompanied by the mobilisation of the private sector. Why? Because
we need entrepreneurs, men that engage women and then women that
become entrepreneurs.

The aspirational objectives of the goals are now much more difficult
to achieve than before because of the pandemic and need a clear set-up
in every country. | would suggest an engagement from different
governments that regularly checks which advancements are being made
and which do so in front of public opinion. It becomes a transparency
exercise, so we all know what is being done. ®

16 GLOBAL GOALS



O PERSPECTIVES

“On so many other issues the
evidence is enough, but on gender
equality it just hasn’t been”

» Dr Alaa Murabit

Below: Women must be
educated, employed

and empowered for
achievement of equality and,
by extension, the SDGs

GLOBAL GOALS

omen are a critical resource for changing the landscape of
W sustainable development. This is both an issue of morals and of
facts. And facts don't lie. If a girl is educated, her children are more likely
to be vaccinated and to live longer, and she is more likely to reinvest
economically in her community. Educated women also create cycles of
healthcare; they are the number one source of health outreach workers,
particularly in rural communities.

On top of that, the most significant variable for whether a country is
going to have conflict internally or regionally is not GDP — it's actually the
degradation of women'’s rights. Without the inclusion of women, 90 per
cent of peace processes fail within five years, but are 15 times more
likely to last if women are included in the agenda-setting phase. If we
were to equally educate and employ women and girls, we would be
looking at greater economic growth than India and China combined.

There is no empirical reason, no reason rooted in data or logjic, as to
why we would not ensure the inclusion, amplification, activation, respect,
and agency of girls and women. The only thing it comes down to is the
fact that we are not having a much bigger conversation about changing
social and cultural norms, we are not talking about unconscious bias and
shifting political will so that it can meet the data that we're seeing. On so
many other issues the evidence is enough but, for whatever reason, on
gender equality, itjust hasn't been. ®

“Within the framework of the 17
SDGs, water, energy and food are
enablers of the whole system”

B His Excellency
Nasser Kamel

Above: Rising temperatures
are leading to unpredictable
water availability and
devastating wildfires

ater, food and energy are at the heart of the SDGs, especially
Win the context of the 2030 Agenda. We need to consider that
within the general framework of interconnection and synergy among
the 17 SDGs, water, energy and food are the absolute enablers of the
whole system. This is perfectly illustrated in the challenges of Europe,
Mediterranean and MENA regions; these are some of the areas most
impacted by climate change. They are warming 20 per cent faster
on average than the rest of the world. Solving this challenge is made
even more difficult by a context of extreme asymmetry and disparity,
among and within our different communities, in terms of
development, demography, security and more.

The responsibility to solve these challenges does not rest solely
on government. It will also take the collective work of markets,
financial institutions and political leaders to converge and arrive at
the realisation that fair and sustainable development and transition to
sustainable systems is a win-win solution. The only way is to build a
regional economy of cooperation and exchange, one that rebalances
those asymmetries and builds justice and stability. No one in the
world is strong enough to face these challenges alone. ®
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“Twenty years ago, we learned
that nearly one billion people were
living in slums. This situation has
not really changed”

t has been commonly cited that the battle to achieve the SDGs will be
won or lost in cities. How we manage our urbanisation will therefore
largely impact overall progress. However, the scale and the ambition of

all the SDGs requires more urgent action than ever before, with the
increasingly collective challenges of climate change and the socio-
economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. These challenges are
resulting in increasing inequalities as we work to leave no one and no
place behind.

Twenty years ago, we learned that nearly one billion people were living
in slums and this situation has not really changed. In fact, it is very possible
that this figure will triple by 2050 if no decisive action on the SDGs is taken.
UN-Habitat research reveals that 61 cities around the world have one out
of three residents living in slums in conditions that restrain sustainability,
prosperity, health, safety and resilience. We need to implement the
Sustainable Development Goals and the new urban agenda based on
human rights principles in the world's cities.

Effective implementation of the Global Goals to meet the Agenda 2030
deadline requires new modalities of development, including innovation,
entrepreneurship, enhanced advocacy, awareness-raising, mobilisation of
financial resources and capacity development, in addition to tools, frontier
technologies and improved access to accurate and timely data. All actors
need encouragement to accelerate their work and create new partnerships
between governments at all levels, UN entities, global and regional
organisations, civil society and grassroots groups including slum-dwellers
associations and many other stakeholders. ®
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Basic needs for
complex change

Water, food and energy are intrinsically linked, but management of these
resources is siloed and unsustainable. Failing to change tack will lead to
increased resource scarcity, challenges to lives and livelihoods and setbacks
in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals

Opposite page: In rural
communities, livelihoods
are dependent on access
to water

GLOBAL GOALS

ccording to a 2014 study from the GRACE Communications

Foundation, it takes 190 litres of water to make one slice of cheese
pizza or generate a single kilowatt hour of electricity. These numbers
underscore the pressure on our water, food and energy (WFE) systems. They
also reflect how a nexus of the three resources underpins every element of
sustainable development. “Water, energy and food are the absolute enablers
of the whole system,” says His Excellency Nasser Kamel, Secretary-General
of the Union for the Mediterranean, an intergovernmental organisation of
42 member states from Europe and the Mediterranean Basin.

Despite its critical importance to meaningful progress in society, the
WEFE nexus is still underprioritised as a lever of the UN's 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). As the world stares down the 2030 deadline
for the Global Goals, main-staging the WFE nexus is the only way up. This
means fully understanding how it feeds into every element of sustainable
development and the effects of its underprioritisation on the most
vulnerable groups. It also means appreciating the need for WFE-themed
global-scale policies and partnerships that address the factors that,
according to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), place stress on
sustainable development — population growth and mobility, urbanisation,
global warming and changes in cultural and technological patterns and
environments. »




A multidimensional relationship

Within the water, food and energy (WFE) nexus, a change to one resource
impacts the others. Water, food and energy are also closely inter-linked to
the other SDGs. Siloed approaches to challenges within the nexus will have
knock-on effects for our attempts to achieve sustainable development

Agriculture accounts for 70%
of global water use. Without
stable water sources, world

hunger will climb

Water needs clean
agriculture

The agricultural sector is the
biggest polluter of water,
contaminating the water

sources it depends on

Without food security, children
are more likely to experience
disruption to their education

Energy enables
food security

People need electricity
to produce, process and

distribute food
°
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“It is important to recognise that water, food and energy
scarcity are simultaneously and continuously knocking millions
of people into poverty”

Jayathma Wickramanayake
United Nations Secretary-General’'s Envoy on Youth

GLOBAL GOALS

Understanding the nexus

With the global population already exceeding eight billion, Fatema AlMulla,
Director of Partnerships and Special Projects for the UAE Ministry of
Climate Change and Environment, believes that recognising the
interconnectedness of water, food and energy is crucial to addressing
many of the world’s priorities. “With the increase of population, of course,
comes a big increase in responsibility because that means there's an
increase in demand for food, and an increase in demand for water, which
means an increase in demand for energy”.

Centring the WFE nexus is also fundamental to driving not only
progress on WFE-specific SDG indicators, but to achieving the rest of the
goals. “Itis important to recognise that water, food and energy scarcity
are simultaneously and continuously knocking millions of people into
poverty,” says Jayathma Wickramanayake, the UN Secretary-General's
Envoy on Youth. “[It is] pushing children and young people, particularly
those living in countries affected by a lack of development, into more and
more vulnerabilities.”

Wickramanayake's words call to mind the drought that hit southern
India in 2016. Noted as the worst to hit the region in 150 years, the drought
led to water reservoir levels falling to the lowest point in a decade and
millions facing food scarcity and disrupted livelihoods. According to the
FAQO, 70 per cent of the rural Indian population is dependent on agriculture
for aliving and because the country is the second-largest producer of
rice, wheat, vegetables and cotton in the world, the effects were felt
globally. With the addition of a major heatwave in the same year, water
availability was further stressed, disrupting food security (SDG 2), health
and well-being (SDG 3), education (SDG 4) and decent work and economic
growth (SDG 8). With their livelihoods jeopardised, millions were forced to
migrate to India’s already overcrowded cities, placing an additional burden
on resources.

Today, multi-layered challenges driven by WFE crises abound globally.

So too do myriad benefits of developmental approaches that build on the
WFE nexus. For example, Her Excellency Mariam Almheiri, Minister of Climate
Change and Environment for the UAE, explains that, “in addition to reducing
emissions coming from the [agricultural] sector, generating power from
renewables requires much less water and other sources of energy”.

In South Australia, a tomato farm is using fresh irrigation water
produced by an on-site solar-powered desalination plant and stacked-
farming practices that don't require soil. “For every kilogramme of
tomatoes we produce an average five litres of water," reveals Professor
Gunter Pauli, the Belgian entrepreneur, author and economist behind the »»
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Seeding the future

ICBA operates one

of the world’s largest
genebanks for drought-,
heat- and salt-tolerant
plant species. It houses
germplasm of about
300 plant species

from more than 150
countries. In addition

to its own research,
ICBA provides seed
samples to institutions
around the world for
research, breeding and
introduction in hopes of
creating a more food-
secure future for all
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farm, which now the supplies 5 per cent of Australia’s tomatoes. The UAE is
also focusing on food production systems that are light on energy and
water. Researchers at the International Center for Biosaline Agriculture
(ICBA) are advocating for the use of seed banks as a means of addressing
the country’s dependency on food imports. Today, ICBA has a gene bank of
one of the world's largest germplasm collections of drought, disease and
salt-tolerant plant species. In addition, the organisation continues to collect
and store seed samples from all over the world, working alongside
different institutions for research and sustainable production.

Dr Tarifa Al Zaabi, Director General of ICBA, believes building a resilient
seed system can contribute to the greater availability of diverse foods
throughout the year for climate-challenged regions. “The work is
not to prove the science behind it; the science is already there,” says
Dr Al Zaabi. However, international partnerships, financing and regulation
are few and far between. Without the foundational structures in place to
prop up WFE approaches on a global scale, sustainable development will
be limited to wealthy, well-connected pockets of the world.

A global crisis needs global solutions

Despite the promising solutions, WFE approaches are still hindered by
siloed approaches. Tackling the problem from the vantage of food
systems, Dr Agnes Kalibata, the UN Secretary-General's Special Envoy for
the 2021 Food Systems Summit, describes how “feeding people is going to
have to be looked at in the context of how energy and water are used”. His
Excellency Jean Marc Faures, Regional Programme Leader for the Near
East and North Africa at FAO, agrees: “We cannot afford to continue to
have a sectorial approach to problems”. Individual elements of the WFE
nexus cannot be looked at in isolation, and our efforts to water, feed and
power the world will depend on the weakest link in the WFE chain.

The power of partnerships in resource-scarce regions, however, cannot
be underestimated. In the UAE for example, where 90 per cent of the food
is imported, AlMulla, acknowledges that the country is unlikely to ever
become "entirely self-sufficient”. Instead, international partnerships have
been fundamental to ensuring food security and meeting food demand.
This, she says, has been "mainly due to our good relations with other
countries as well as our really strong trade systems”, reflecting the critical
role of multilateral collaboration.

While international partnerships are crucial to the adoption of WFE
models, the FAO asserts that this collaboration must be cross-sectoral if
we are to benefit from their implementation. In agreement, Professor
Louise Fresco, former President of the Netherland’'s Wageningen University
and Research Executive Board, says that “we need strong partnerships
between governments, the private sector, NGOs, research institutions and
civil society”. Without these, any interventions threaten the assumption of
unnecessary risks and put further pressure on natural resources or
financial systems.

"Our decisions will have lasting implications for future generations,”
warns Prof Fresco. Having a more united and informed approach will,
however, enable WFE approaches that serve the human needs of today
and tomorrow. “We will need all hands on deck to advance the water-food-
energy nexus approach,” insists »»

Key takeaways

Addressing the water, food and energy nexus is key to the world meeting its
2030 sustainable development deadline. Here's what we need to remember

Water, food and energy are
interconnected resources: a
change to one affects the others
Ensuring sustainable access to
water, food and energy is central
to the achievement of the

17 SDGs

If we ignore the WFE nexus, and
continue with siloed resource
management, there will be
adverse effects on all the SDGs

4.

and the vulnerable will be

most affected

WFE nexus work needs to be
supported by government policy,
as well as collaboration across
sectors; knowledge must be
shared across borders
Policymaking must draw from
shared learnings to craft holistic
and future-focused plans for
managing WFE resources
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“Whether we like it or not, or understand it or not, vulnerable
communities are going to be at the forefront, and we need to
provide as much protection as possible”

Her Excellency Dr Nawal Al-Hosany
Permanent Representative of the UAE to the International Renewable Energy Agency

Opposite page: Global food
insecurity threatens the well-
being of the world’'s most
precious resource — the next
generation (top); in some parts
of India, rural women must
walk for kilometres to access
water (middle); a varied diet is
often a luxury for those in
developing areas (bottom)

GLOBAL GOALS

His Excellency Mathias Cormann, Secretary-General of the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).

One major factor undermining potentially successful partnerships is
the pervasive lack of financing to support WFE approaches. The World
Economic Forum (WEF) notes that at the heart of the issue preventing
achievement of the SDGs — and therefore significant action on the crucial
WFE nexus — is the USD 2.5 trillion annual funding gap. His Excellency
Andrea Fontana, EU Ambassador to the UAE, concurs. “Even if we put
together all the finance of the donors around the world, and the
multinational banks, we are going to fall short of the funding that is needed
towards the SDGs. What we need is to bring in the private sector. This is
about investments.”

A lack of funding is particularly problematic in the global objective to
transition to clean energy, according to Her Excellency Dr Nawal Al-
Hosany, Permanent Representative of the UAE to the International
Renewable Energy Agency. She explains that this will likely have a
disproportionate effect on developing countries. “"Whether we like it or
not, or understand it or not, vulnerable communities are going to be at
the forefront, and we need to provide as much protection as possible.”
When we consider this in the context of achieving the SDGs, the lack of
financial support around WFE approaches is more concerning still.
"Renewable energy will be the only tool to produce more food with less
water,” highlights Dr Nizar Haddad, Director General of the National
Agricultural Research Center in Jordan.

To bridge the economic and development gap, HE Cormann believes
that "local governments have a critical role to play”. Supporting research-
backed frameworks, incentivising WFE-related public-private-partnerships
and investing in entrepreneurship and innovation in the area will all
contribute towards effective and sustainable solutions in the WFE field.
HE Fontana also believes that governments worldwide need to do more to
make the implementation of these WFE solutions a reality. “Make your
government accountable. They will respond,” he says. Indeed, leaders
across the public and private sector must act, if there is to be any chance
of achieving the SDGs.

By 2030, the WFE nexus will be as significant a factor in sustainable
development as it is today. “We will definitely still need water, we will need
food and energy” asserts HE Al-Hosany. Until society recognises that the
challenges around these resources are inter-linked, and until there is
economic support to enable key partnerships across all sectors of society,
we will not be able to implement the solutions that are needed to succeed
in our development goals. Without intervention at these levels, Dr Kalibata
warns, “we will continue seeing the impact of food insecurity. We will
continue seeing the impact of energy deficiency. We will continue seeing
the impact of underdeveloped economies.” ®
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Countdown to 2030

With less than a decade to go, progress towards achieving each of the UN'’s
17 Sustainable Development Goals is inconsistent. The graphic on the right
visualises that progress. Sorting nations by income, it maps each group’s
strengths and weaknesses in relation to the goals, highlighting areas which
require the most urgent attention
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by Professor Jeffrey Sachs, President of the Sustainable Development Solutions Network
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and Production
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“The first
challenge we
face as women
who want to be
in tech is we have
no role models”

Cecilia Andrea Geraldo

Cecilia Andrea Geraldo is a Senior Developer Consultant
at Thoughtworks in Santiago, Chile, and a beneficiary of
Laboratoria, a Peru-based organisation that provides
women with training in digital technologies. Here,

she recounts her experience breaking into the male-
dominated tech field

hilean Cecilia Geraldo has always been passionate about
technology. “I have had a profound love for it since | was nine
years old,” she says. But growing up in a very traditional family, she
held few illusions about her prospects of pursuing a career that
matched her passion. While education and employment mattered,
she explains, expectations around marriage and motherhood
eclipsed those priorities. The other issue, Geraldo says, is that
“in Latin America, jobs [in technology] are very male dominated,”
a situation she attributes to internal bias, "“because of our culture
and of all the content we consume”.

Determined to break into the tech field, Geraldo pursued a
university education, supporting herself with low-paid jobs. But
mounting bills and “toxic work environments” began affecting her
mental health and forced her to pause her studies. At that point
Geraldo came across Laboratorig, a female-first technology
training platform, which encouraged her to apply for coding
bootcamps. “When | was selected for the bootcamp, | was so
happy. It changed the course of my entire life.”

Now, Geraldo works in the tech field, thanks to her training with
Laboratoria, and has a new-found social purpose. Noting that, “the
first challenge we face as women who want to be in tech is that we
have no role models”, she says: "My purpose is to be that friend to
other women, to motivate them and spread the word. To tell them
that there is space in technology for women.” ®

GLOBAL GOALS
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“The problem
with not having
electricity on
the island is that
we miss a lot

of things”

The eectrificationof
i T e oo

Wy

Mkwiro village, Kenya

ust 1.5km off the south coast of Kenya, Wasini Island is a

beloved tourist destination due to its proximity to the mainland,
its abundance of scenic beach locations and the prohibition of
cars. But on the island’s east coast, the subsistence fishing village
of Mkwiro "lives without connection to the central electricity grid”,
explains Christoph Géller, Business Development Lead at Coolar.
An Expo Live Global Innovator, Coolar is working to bring solar-
powered refrigerators to off-grid communities.

While the disconnected lifestyle may be appealing to tourists
from more developed parts of the world, for the villagers who
must live with it day-to-day, it presents huge challenges. “The
problem with not having electricity on the island is that we miss a
lot of things,” says one resident of Mkwiro who is working with
Coolar to help his community. “There’s no communication because
you can't charge devices, and there are some vaccinations which
need to be stored using power.” While solar power helps, he adds
that "when there's no sun they don't work because the batteries
are dead and can't store power.”

Thanks to Coolar's environmentally friendly refrigerators, which
store power in tanks of warm water heated by solar power, the
community can now store life-saving medicine despite the lack of
working solar batteries. However, innovation like this is still needed
across the rest of the electricity-dependent areas of village life,
without which the residents of Mkwiro will struggle to meet basic
needs such as access to water, education and clean cooking. ®

L
L
-




’ <* chieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) was always going
I e wo r s I o - D o LI st to be challenging, and the COVID-19 pandemic has pushed the world even
: : further off course. As a global community, we need to act quickly and decisively to
get back on track. During Expo 2020's Global Goals Week, a series of influential

voices came together to share their action points for delivering on what has
become known’as the ‘World’'s To-Do List" @
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INTRODUCTORY
OVERVIEW

“The Global Goals are the
business opportunity of
a generation”

» By Paul Polman

As former CEO of Unilever, where he ambitiously sought to decouple business growth
from environmental footprint, and as Co-founder of IMAGINE, an organisation that helps
companies act with purpose, Paul Polman is an advocate for businesses as forces for
good. He now leads the United Nations Global Compact on behalf of the Secretary-
General, mobilising the private sector to tackle climate change and inequality

GLOBAL GOALS

he world faces multiple, interwoven crises today — climate change,

economic turmoil, food insecurity, conflict, widening inequality and
more. Yet none are as pervasive and challenging as the crisis of selfishness,
apathy and greed. Now, as we continue through the Decade of Action, we
must find our humanity and our collective courage, in order to speed
progress towards a more stable, inclusive and equitable world. We have the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to guide us. These goals are the
only framework for progress on which virtually every nation can agree, and
they are the business opportunity of a generation.

Clearly there is much more to be done, and we are not where we need
to be —in either our targets or actions. Yet momentum is building, and
many in the private sector are starting to see that the cost of inaction now
far outstrips the cost of action. Many now reject the conventional dogma
that businesses’ only role in society is to maximise profit for their
shareholders. Instead, there is growing evidence to show that companies
can profit by fixing the world’s problems, not creating them, and can thrive
as aresult.

Business constitutes 65 per cent of the global economy, 80 per cent
of the world'’s financial flow and 90 per cent of its job creation. While
governments must set the rules and frameworks that will underpin a
cleaner and more just economy, only the private sector can bring the
muscle and ingenuity needed to drive this shift with real speed and scale.
According to the UN Global Compact, 73 per cent of CEOs now see acting
on the SDGs as a huge opportunity for their businesses.

In this excerpt from his
address at the Business
Forum during Global
Goals Week, Polman
urges businesses to focus
on becoming net positive
and to take responsibility
for their impact on the
Earth and all stakeholders

A further 70 per cent reported increasing their focus on environmental,
social and governance (ESG) as a direct result of the pandemic.

We finally understand that you can’t have infinite growth on a finite
planet, and anything that you can do infinitely is, by definition,
unsustainable. We have to reframe what ‘good’ looks like and move from
believing it will be enough for business to be ‘less bad’. We need to
embrace business models which restore and regenerate our planet, and
which heal our divided societies. We have already overshot our planetary
boundaries, and the only acceptable way of being successful long term is
to think 'net positive'.

Net positive companies take responsibility for their impact on this
world and work to optimise returns for all stakeholders — their employees,
customers, suppliers, the planet and even future generations — and they
benefit their shareholders as a result. They understand that optimising
within the current system is no longer good enough. Instead, they strive to
transform the system itself in order to bring about the broader changes
that we need to see in the world.

Ultimately, we know what it takes to deliver the Sustainable
Development Goals. We have never had so much warning about what is
going to happen, and we have never been so prepared — equipped with the
tools that we need to act purposefully and decisively. What we need is
courage and willpower. All systems change begins with human change. Or
as the 13th-century poet Rumi said, “Yesterday | was clever, so | wanted to
change the world. Today | am wise, so | am changing myself” ®
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Flip your

worldview

Think you know about the state of global sustainable development?
Think again. The situation’s not great — but it's not as bad as you imagine

“People lose
hope if we don’t
emphasise that
some things

are actually
getting better”

Ola Rosling

President, Gapminder

Opposite page: The number of
international refugees is just
one of the things that most
people are wrong about

GLOBAL GOALS

ow many people in the world do you think have access to safe

drinking water in their home or close by? Is it 30, 50 or 70 per cent?
The answer is 70, but eight out of 10 people think clean water is still a
luxury out of reach of most of the world's population.

This insight comes from Gapminder’'s Worldview Upgrader quiz
developed in collaboration with Expo 2020 Dubai as part of the Flip Your
Worldview project to challenge incorrect assumptions about the state of
global development and reboot our efforts to achieve Agenda 2030. The
quiz was made available for visitors online or physically on the Expo site for
the duration of the event and is an expansion of Gapminder's ongoing
efforts to re-educate people with data-driven explanations.

Established in 2005 by Hans Rosling, his son, Ola Rosling, and daughter-
in-law Anna Rosling Rénnlund (the team behind the 2018 bestseller
Factfulness: Ten Reasons We're Wrong About the World — and Why Things
Are Better Than You Think), Gapminder is a Swedish not-for-profit
foundation developing free educational material, born out of what it terms
“The Ignorance Project” — the realisation that most people’'s knowledge is
based on misconception rather than fact.

The Worldview Upgrader quiz challenged more than 8,000 people from
51 different countries. More than 120 questions tested people’'s knowledge
on the UN'’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The results showed
that, on average, 60 per cent of people answered incorrectly, offering over-
pessimistic responses. For some questions — like the number of primary
school teachers with training qualifications, the number of female heads of
state, or the number of countries who have signed the Paris Agreement —
this percentage was over 90.

Why are so many people getting these questions wrong? According
to Ola Rosling, President of Gapminder, this is "a very common pessimistic
way of seeing the world" driven by negative media, the proliferation of

Take the quiz

Think you know what
you know? Here’'s what
you don't. Take the
Worldview Upgrader
quiz, find out what you
may be wrong about and
flip your worldview

stereotypes and the ease with which people are emotionally captured

by sad stories. But he suggests that there is an upside to these skewed
perceptions: “It doesn't mean people are bad, it means they care about
the bad things that are happening.”

So why is flipping this worldview so important? It is more than a global
PR mission: “People lose hope if we don't emphasise that some things are
actually getting better,” says Rosling. By seeing accurate data laid out that
recognises progress, we can see we have overcome challenges before, and
feel confident that we can do it again. Crucially, Gapminder also discovered
that this pessimistic worldview is shared by some of the world's leading
decision-makers — the very people responsible for delivering Agenda
2030. Itis critical that resources like Gapminder and other open-source
data are utilised to provide insights which can inform national priorities and
help develop accurately informed plans targeted towards real issues, not
preconceived ones.

With people thinking there are 10 times more refugees globally than
there are, that more than a third of plastic waste still ends up in our
oceans (when actually it is less than six per cent) or that we've lost half of
our world's forests in the last 30 years when the actual loss is 10 per cent,
itis unsurprising that our ambitious plans for 2030 feel beyond reach.
“There is no way we can have this global stereotype and have effective
global collaboration,” says Rosling. “Sustainable development requires us
to re-think the world and on my to-do list that's on the top — to flip
your worldview.” ®
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Puttin

women in

the lead

While gender equitable education is currently on the table, gender equality
in the workforce needs to catch up. Changing mindsets around women at
work and female leadership is essential for accelerating progress

One way to
mitigate the
domestic labour
imbalance, and
relieve women
from the ensuing
psychological
burden, is to
improve access
to childcare

Opposite page: Comprising
half of the world’s population,
women'’s representation in the
global workforce is crucial to
achieving gender equality and
economic sustainability

GLOBAL GOALS

n 2011, Christine Lagarde became the first woman Managing Director of

the International Monetary Fund (IMF). However, more than a decade on,
such high-level female appointments remain rare. Today, only eight per
cent of Fortune 500 companies in the world are run by women and despite
demonstratable examples of successful female leadership, only 26 women
globally served as heads of state in 2021. Having more women in
leadership positions will help to achieve SDG 5 (Gender Equality) and as the
Right Honourable Helen Clark, former Prime Minister of New Zealand,
points out, this will make for a “more inclusive” world, one where women
will be able to make their own life choices. “"Whether it is politics or
education, women have got to be part of the story.”

Access to quality education (SDG 4) for women is the starting block.
"Education is a crucial key for success but more importantly, it is the key for
independence [for women],” says Professor Darija Kisi¢ Tepavcevic,
Minister of Labour, Employment, Veteran and Social Policy of Serbia. But
while progress is being made — two thirds of countries now offer equal
opportunities in education for both boys and girls — gender equality has
been slow to reach the workplace.

Antonia Meszaros, Executive Director of UNICEF Hungary, suggests that
this is perhaps because women are still perceived as being just caregivers.
She describes how the organisation’s recent survey about employment
opportunities for mothers of young children laid bare discriminatory
attitudes. "Seventy-three per cent of the population said that they didn't

think a woman with a young child would provide full value as an employee.”

One way to mitigate the domestic labour imbalance, and relieve
women from the ensuing psychological burden, is to improve access to
childcare, where possible through policymaking. Cristina Gallach, former
Secretary of State, Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, says that legislation
around maternity and paternity leave has been particularly effective in

Flip your worldview

According to Gapminder,

18 per cent of companies have
female leaders. Yet 80 per cent
of people assume the number
is much lower. Accurate data
may encourage girls to strive
for leadership roles. For more
on flipping your worldview,
see page 42

Spain, helping men to share the workload. The reform, which was approved
in 2019, offers 16 weeks non-transferrable leave, fully paid for both
mothers and fathers, and figures show that up to 75 per cent of fathers
have been able to take leave in-tandem with mothers, straight after the
birth. In 2017, the EU Commission advocated that well-paid, individual and
non-transferable leave was key to promoting “involved fathering”.
Ultimately, de-gendering the workplace and ensuring that women have
equal opportunities will take combined efforts across nearly every
sector — from education to private industry. However, Lea Gimenez, former
Minister of Finance in Paraguay, also feels it's a case of de-gendering
mindsets. Claiming that society has long valued leadership traits typically
associated with men, such as “aggressiveness”, Gimenez suggests
embracing traits such as "analytical thinking” and the ability to “combine
differentideas into inclusive proposals”. If, she says, these are “considered
female”, then the world should welcome this leadership model. @
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Industry 4.0
for all

The Fourth Industrial Revolution is here and its technologies are changing
lives. The potential to harness these solutions could lead to leaps in
sustainable development, as long as everyone is included

“It's incumbent
on us to ensure
that deployment
of technology is
done in the best
way and to the
widest benefit”

Dr Patrick Noack

Opposite page: The
benefits of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution
must reach everyone,
everywhere

GLOBAL GOALS

D r Patrick Noack is the Executive Director of Future, Foresight
and Imagination at the Dubai Future Foundation. Like the organisation he
works for, Dr Noack’s title reflects a focus on emerging potentials:
“Blockchain, Al precision medicine, robotics, last mile deliveries.. any
[technological] developments that will have a social and economic impact in
the best possible way," he says. All of this is made possible by
the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR), also known as Industry 4.0.

With the World Economic Forum noting that 4IR technologies could
enable up to 70 per cent of the UN's Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) targets, the effective implementation of 4IR strategies at national
and regional levels could make or break attempts to achieve sustainable
development For that reason, Dr Noack believes that “[it's] really
incumbent on us to ensure that [the deployment of technology] is
done in the best possible way and to the widest possible benefit”.

However, any deployment of 4IR technologies will have to account
for widespread infrastructural barriers. More than 80 per cent of the
technologies earmarked to enable the SDGs rely on internet access
and more than 90 per cent rely on electricity. On both infrastructural
fronts, there is a risk of excluding 3.7 billion people and 1.2 billion people
respectively, according to the UN. Despite the difficulties, optimism remains
high as opportunities abound to address these challenges through the use
of context-relevant technological solutions.

Sweden-based Expo Live Global Innovator Ignitia is using Al to analyse
data from sensors and satellites around the world and then deliver insights

Flip your worldview

Gapminder reports that
in 2022, 66 per cent of
the world’s population
used the internet. Sixty-
six per cent of people
are wrong about this and
think the percentage of
people who are already
online is much higher.
However, the reality is
that a significant portion
of the global population
still is not. For more on
flipping your worldview,
see page 42
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via text message to West African farmers. Even though just 14 per cent
of the entire population is connected to the internet according to the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, Ignitia is
ensuring that the region is not excluded from the benefits of the 4IR. Its
efforts are helping local communities thousands of miles away to tackle
the climate crisis and secure their food systems and economic activities.

In Morocco, the Euromed University of Fez is pioneering a project to
ensure access to solar energy for low-income communities, as well as a
smart way to finance it. “Some of the [wealthier] neighbourhoods have
photovoltaic panels on their roofs, but.. they generate excess energy,” says
the university’s President, Professor Mostapha Bousmina. “So we connect
these houses with very poor districts that need the energy.” The projectis
also in line with the country’s agenda to meet 50 per cent of its energy needs
using renewable sources by 2030, Prof Bousmina adds.

To facilitate solutions like these on a global scale, Ambassador David
Donoghue, a former UN Permanent Representative for Ireland, advocates for
a multi-stakeholder approach that brings together “civil society, private
sector and vital players concerning technology”.

The UN is working towards this with the Technology Facilitation
Mechanism, a body that helps countries assess and address their technology
needs. Such a framework, Dr Noack asserts, will play a major role in making
sure that "new technologies can be put to their best possible use”. Ultimately,
Amb Donoghue explains, the SDGs will be achieved by making sure that “the
right sustainability and human values [accompany] this tech revolution”. ®
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Power to change
the world

With access to energy crucial to meeting the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals, the public and private sector are leveraging green
energy solutions to achieve energy efficiency that leaves no one behind

“The law was
very clear:
provide access
to electricity
for everyone
and develop
natural sources”

Irene Caias Diaz

Opposite page: Renewable
energy sources provide a
viable and sustainable way
of ensuring the world has
access to electricity

GLOBAL GOALS

espite global electricity access reaching 90.5 per centin 2020, according

to the World Bank, a startling 1.1 billion people still do not have power.
The dominant global energy source remains fossil fuels (or hydrocarbons),
which contribute significant CO, emissions, exacerbating climate change,
biodiversity loss and many other environmental challenges. These realities
pose a crucial question: how can we ensure global access to electricity that
contributes to, instead of undermines, sustainable development objectives?

The answer, according to many experts, is a wide-scale shift to renewable
energy sources that are diverse, and mandated and supported by policy.
According to Fahad Alajlan, President of King Abdullah Petroleum Studies and
Research Center in Saudi Arabia, this will be crucial to meeting the global
need for “sustainability, mitigating climate change with affordability and
security of supply of energy”.

Costa Rica offers an example of a long-term strategy for delivering
electricity to the entire population with clean energy in mind. “It was 73 years
ago when [the Costa Rican Electricity Institute] ICE was created,” says Irene
Canas Diaz, ICE's Executive President. “The law was very clear: [provide]
access to electricity for everyone and develop natural sources.” With a
national vision to draw on renewable sources, as of 2022, says Cafas Diaz,
ICE has achieved 99.4 per cent access to electricity, of which 98 per centis
from renewable sources.

Diversifying energy sources is equally high on Morocco's agenda. Al
Zerouali, Director of Cooperation and International Development at the
Moroccan Agency for Sustainable Energy, points to the country’s goal of
achieving 52 per cent renewable energy consumption by 2025. New national
projects focus on “wind and solar, geothermal, the production of green
hydrogen and shifting from fossil fuels in transport, buildings”, he says. In fact,
Zerouali attributes the country’s impressive electricity coverage rate
of 99.5 per cent to this ongoing, large-scale transition to renewable energy.

Flip your worldview

Gapminder reports that the
world’s reserves of oil and
natural gas have more than
doubled since 1980, but

83 per cent of people wrongly
think that reserves have
remained the same or have
reduced to less than half.

For more on flipping your
worldview, see page 42

Yet, despite the opportunities presented by renewable energy sources, there
is a need to be realistic about the challenges of transitioning to green energy.
One of the largest barriers appears to be lack of funding and incentives to
make the green switch.

Addressing this incentive and investment challenge, UAE-based Dutco
Cleantech supports companies working to decarbonise the energy
infrastructure. "We have a diversified portfolio of investments both on the
hydrocarbon side, but also on the renewable side and even in green hydrogen
and green ammonia,” says CEO Sami Kamel. Having invested in green energy
companies across a variety of sectors, Kamel observes that “the market and
the technologies are responding to pricing signals and policy incentives given
by governments.”

Ultimately the shift to renewable energy sources is critical for sustainable
living. The future of everything will depend on how successful the world is in
achieving clean energy. This, reasons Zerouali, is why we need multisectoral
and intergovernmental commitment and collaboration in “transitioning to a
sustainable world with access to electricity”. ®
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Whether the aim is to generate sustainable economic growth, end poverty,
address the climate crisis, or improve access to education, making progress
on any and all of the Global Goals hinges upon the empowerment of women

“You can’t meet
health, education,
equality [or] any of
the goals without
gender equality”

Sonja Hyland

Opposite page: Empowering
women requires collaboration
from all sectors of society
—including men. True gender
equality can only be achieved
when everyone is pulling for it

GLOBAL GOALS

ntil just a few decades ago, says Advisor to the Secretary-General

for Gender and Diversity at the European External Action Service
Stella Ronner-Grubacic, “the New York Philharmonic Orchestra
[NYPhil] did not have any female musicians until they started to have
blind auditions.” With 46 per cent of the orchestra now comprising
women, NYPhil is one example of how addressing institutionalised
gender bias can usher in opportunity for women and address socio-
economic inequities.

According to the World Economic Forum, the world was 99.6 years
away from closing the gender gap before the pandemic struck — now,
the gap stands at 135.6 years. The problem, according to Ronner-
Grubacic, is “of course the stereotypes and biases” that are hardwired
into society. To combat this, Sonja Hyland, Deputy Secretary General and
Political Director at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Ireland,
suggests a “pincer move” that focuses on addressing structural and
legislative gaps while combatting attitudinal and cultural stereotypes.

Hyland also points to educational reforms as crucial in tackling
gender bias at grassroots level. She explains how, in Ireland, materials
meant to teach the country’s native Gaelic language could sometimes
inadvertently inculcate something else. The books always had “mummy
in the kitchen and daddy out at work”, she says, which instilled
prejudiced notions about women'’s versus men'’s spaces in society
from a very early age. “You also need the structural change,”
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Flip your worldview

Gapminder reports that the UN
Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women has been
signed by 190 countries, but
93 per cent of people still think
that most countries in the
world lack legal protection for
women'’s right. For more on
flipping your worldview,

see page 42

Hyland reiterates, emphasising the need for curriculum reforms that
counter entrenched norms and attitudes.

Her Excellency Epsy Campbell Barr, former First Vice-President of
Costa Rica, points to her country’s experience as an example of how
implementing laws that centre women'’s experiences and put females
in decision-making positions can be transformational. “We have a
general law in terms of parity in women'’s participation and in political
positions.” As a result, the Costa Rican Parliament today comprises
46 per cent women.

Beyond the introduction of parity laws, HE Barr advocates for a
wholesale review of legislation and institutions. “We have to change
all the laws, because most [of them] don't [include] women's
perspective[s]”. She also warns that work towards gender equality is a
global concern that should also involve men. Right now, she worries that
many still view SDG 5 (Gender Equality) as a goal for women. “We need a
network of men working with Goal 5. This could open the minds of
people to think differently in terms of stereotypes — of women but also
of men. Thinking about men and women together could be everything.”

The potential of gender equality to "be everything” is best seen
through the lens of the Global Goals. "All of the 17 SDGs are indivisible,”
asserts Hyland. “None of them can be met without meeting others, but
SDG 5 is an important catalytic SDG. You can’'t meet health, education,
equality or any of the goals without gender equality.” ®
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During Global Goals Week, held 15-22 January, 2022, the Expo 2020 Dubai site was
transformed into a living exhibition dedicated to the UN Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). During the Week's Opening Ceremony, held in the evening of 15 January, Al Wasl
dome was lit up by a 360-degree projection of the SDGs, followed by a welcome speech
from UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina J Mohammed, a procession of world flags and
inspiring performances that brought audiences at Expo and those watching from all over
the world closer together. To watch the Global Goals Opening Ceremony, scan the QR code
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Young people to
the rescue

With just seven years to 2030, the race to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals is on. Our best chance depends on how well we
empower young people around the world to lead the line

“It iS more ayathma Wickramanayake, the UN Secretary-General's Envoy on Youth,

. does not see achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as the

|mP0|’tant than sole responsibility of policymakers and governments. “It is more important

ever to bring than ever to bring young people into discussion and decision-making
towards these goals,” she says. Appointed an envoy in 2017 at 26, she was the

young people youngest senior UN official and the first woman to hold this position. She

into discussion worked to expand the UN'’s youth engagement and advocacy in sustainable

. e development, human rights, peace and security, and humanitarian action.
and deCI5|on_ For young people to participate fully in society, access to education is key.
making towards Zambian Yande Banda is passionate about ensuring that young girls in her
these doals” country don't miss out on any part of it. “Schools are not just buildings, but

g places of social transformation, says the 18-year-old Co-chair of Transform
Jaya.thma Education, a youth-led coalition hosted by the UN Girls’ Education Initiative.
Wickramanayake Banda also believes that existing education systems need to be reformed.
Pandemic-related school closures, which drastically increased the rates of
out-of-school girls, made her more conscious of the urgent requirement for
structures that ensure uninterrupted access to learning opportunities. The
world will be facing “a generational catastrophe” if learning is not prioritised
for children, she fears. Yet, Banda is positive. She is working to support new
generations of young people, especially girls, find their place in the world and
become champions of sustainable development in their regions.

Prajakta Koli, popularly known by her YouTube channel name, MostlySane,
uses her platform to advocate for gender equality and education. Through
comedy, she addresses gender stereotypes, unpacks cultural norms and
explores fresh perspectives on global issues. "l want to use my platform to
make as many effective and recurring conversations about gender equality
as | can,” she says. By doing so, MostlySane is initiating and driving collective
action towards the SDGs across geographical boundaries.

GLOBAL GOALS

Below: In Zambia, education
is paramount to improving
prospects for young girls

While technologies may enable us to transcend borders, the realities of life
are often dictated by geography. In Sudan, life can hinge on the availability
of natural resources, which in turn is impacted by climate change or conflict.
To address this, Nisreen Elsaim, as the lead for the UN Secretary-General's
Youth Advisory Group on Climate Change, is working to raise the place of
renewable energies and robust environmental policies in Sudan’s list of
priorities. She lobbies and advises stakeholders in Sudan to advance SDG 7
(Affordable and Clean Energy) and 13 (Climate Action). ‘| want to lead an
action-orientated hope.. Not a 'selling dreams’ type of hope,” she says.

Much like Elsaim, Jerome Foster Il sits alongside key decision-makers to
push for the priorities of millions of young people. He is among a group of
advisors to the US. President on climate change and environmental justice,
particularly as it affects low-income communities. “Climate change is often
talked about as an infrastructure issue, but it's also an empathy issue,” he
says, noting how global warming's effects are exacerbated by layers of
discrimination. “We need radical empathy to end the disease of racism that
has seeped into every socio-economic system that we see today.”

These young advocates and their initiatives are crucial to holding
policymakers accountable. They also demonstrate how by prioritising youth
participation, we can drive progress towards the SDGs. Time is running out,
but through committed investments towards empowering young people as
part of the world's solutions, we can make every moment until 2030 count. ®
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Youth visions of the future

What do you want for
the future? '

¥< i

i L
uEqual rights and equa
op‘:oortunities for everybody”

Ellie Concannon
17 years old, Ireland

What do you want to see

by 20307

Zoe Celisoyq
72 Years 0

ld, Czech Re oublic

Edith
5 years old: F

inland

What would you ask your leader

to do?

“To listen to their people”

Camilo Sarmiento A
16 years old, Costa Rica

Years olq, South Africa

During Expo 2020 Dubai, young visitors, youth advocates and passionate
children were interviewed about what they want the world to look like

in the future. The two-minute youth manifesto video was projected onto
Al Wasl Dome during the Opening Ceremony of ‘Global Goals Week. The
youngsters’ wishes all painted a picture of a more inclusive, equitable
and healthy-world. Some of the responses are presented below, but you
can scan the QR code to the left to watch the full manifesto

What would you do if you
were leader? E

i i having more
“pay special attention to .
achssibi(ity for mental health services
for all Canadian citizens”

Talia Conway
16 years old, Canada
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The pathway
to impact

The UN Sustainable Development Goals are interlinked and so too must be
our approach to achieving them. By planning and executing intersectional
environmental, social and economic interventions, we can unlock cascading
impact across all 17 of the SDGs

n 2020, as the COVID-19 pandemic created new realities of

lockdowns, travel restrictions and remote work, we witnessed a
dramatic reduction in humanity’s impact on the planet. Parts of India
that were normally covered in a thick blanket of air pollution opened to
views of the Himalayas. Rare species were spotted in Chile and wildlife
became more active in forests around the world.

Dubbed the ‘anthropause’, 2020 inadvertently demonstrated the link
between planetary health (SDGs 13, 14 and 15), energy use (SDG 7), and
the responsible production and consumption of resources (SDG 12). In
so doing, it gestured to the interconnectedness of the SDGs, especially
when layered on environmental action. The key to advancing the Global
Goals, says Nisreen Elsaim, Chair of the UN Secretary-General's Youth
Advisory Group on Climate Change, lies in amplifying how progress in
one goal depends on advances in others. “If you don't have electricity,
you can't talk about health, education and everything; and of course, if
you don't have peace, you can't talk about the rest.”

Even incremental changes in how we use resources and interact with
the environment can unlock myriad benefits across the SDGs. By
conserving biodiversity, we can build more productive and resilient
farms, which alleviates poverty (SDG 1), food insecurity (SDG 2) and the
effects of the climate crisis (SDG 13). “We are prioritising having a future
[rather] than having a rich future,” adds Elsaim, underscoring the
benefits of an interconnected approach to achieving the sum of the
Global Goals, not just a part of it

Biodiversity offers a compelling example of what it means to treat
the Global Goals holistically. “[It] is critical for safeguarding global food

Opposite page: All 17 SDGs security, underpinning healthy and nutritious diets, improving rural

are interconnected, meaning livelihoods, and enhancing the resilience of people and communities,”
holisti hi ired . ) . .

a holistic approach Is require says José Graziano da Silva, former Director-General of the Food and

if they are to be realised by

the 2030 deadline Agriculture Organization (FAO), in the 2019 FAO report, »»
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In response to the interconnectivity of the SDGs, we are witnessing

new multi-stakeholder approaches that have the power to unlock
progress across the goals

GLOBAL GOALS

The State of the World's Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture. He also
underscores the synergies between biodiversity management, food
systems, resource use and the climate crisis. "We need to use
biodiversity in a sustainable way, so that we can better respond to rising
climate change challenges and produce food in a way that doesn't harm
our environment.”

Da Silva's comments about biodiversity are even more instructive
when viewed through the lens of the SDGs. By supporting the
ecosystems around food production, soil is kept arable, crops are kept
clear of destructive pests and diseases, and water and air are purified.
Sustained by diverse ecosystems, farms are more resilient and likely to
lead to improved household wealth. This in turn is reflected in better
standards of living, access to education (SDG 4), and dignified
employment opportunities for farmers and their families (SDG 8).

In response to the interconnectivity of the SDGs, we are witnessing
new multi-stakeholder approaches that have the power to unlock
progress across the goals. Together with the UN and Google, the
European Commission’s Joint Research Centre is using satellite imagery
to record changes in water ecosystems. The initiative recognises the
importance of water management to healthy ecosystems, which has a
ripple effect on numerous other goals. By recording and disseminating
this data, the partnership empowers people and governments to assess
the state of the world’s natural resources and use this information to
build effective policy interventions to support conservation efforts and
the preservation of life below water (SDG 14) and on land (SDG 15).

Interventions around the climate don't only affect the biodiversity
and the health of our ecosystems. They are key to uplifting our
communities. “Health and climate are an incredible gateway to talk
about things such as food scarcity, nutrition, maternal and child health
and sustainable cities,” says Dr Alaa Murabit, physician, and Director of
Health (Global Policy & Advocacy) at the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, UN High-level Commissioner on Health, Employment and
Economic Growth and SDG Global Advocate.

Connecting the Global Goals for
social impact

Sweden, with an average life expectancy of 84 years, offers a good
example of how the Global Goals, interlinked, help accelerate good
health and general well-being across a population. The country’s
healthcare system is supported by robust connectivity systems and
digital innovations like the Integrated Healthcare and Care through
Distance-spanning Solutions (iVOPD) portal, which provides health »

Cooler than cool

Hitting SDGs 3, 7, 11 and 13, this Expo Live Global Innovator is harnessing
renewable solar and water energy to deliver cost-effective and lifesaving
medical storage solutions to the last mile

Right: Coolar's solar-
powered refrigerator
is bringing life-saving
medicine within reach
of the most isolated and
vulnerable communities

Expo Live Global Innovator Coolar’'s
environmentally friendly solar
refrigerator is powered by warm water
that is generated through solar energy
and is easy to store in water tanks. The
system is cooled by the water, through
a four-step cycle that moves water
from evaporation to adsorption, drying
and finally condensation.

The refrigerators do not rely on the
energy grid or batteries at any time
during the device’s lifecycle, and the
interior parts are robust and resilient
to degradation. In addition, the devices
do not contain hazardous materials and
their CO2 emissions are 10 times lower
than conventional refrigerators.

With its innovative solution to the
energy crisis, Coolar contributes

to SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-
being) by providing an economical
and sustainable solution for vaccine,
medicinal and food storage in areas
that either lack access to electricity
or have unreliable access to it.

During the pandemic, Coolar’s
technology became especially critical,
helping frontline healthcare workers
to preserve medicines.

With access to affordable and clean
energy (SDG 7), Coolar helps build
sustainable cities and communities
(SDG 11) and reduces their climate
impact (SDG 13).
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Flip your worldview

Gapminder reports that
women currently hold around
26 per cent of seats in national
parliaments. We may think
that we are far from making
progress in gender parity,

but many positive changes
have been made. Worldwide,
one in every four seats in
parliament is held by women,
and this number is expected to
increase. The ratio of female
to male politicians is equal in
places like Cuba, Nicaragua
and the UAE. Currently,
Rwanda has the highest
number of women politicians
in active parliament. For more
on flipping your worldview,
see page 42

Opposite page: Though all
the goals are essential to
human development, those
that target social inequalities
are especially important. And
with gender equality
highlighted as the lynchpin
of the SDGs, ensuring that
women receive opportunities
and support to pursue
dignified employment is one
of the key enablers of SDG 5
(Gender Equality)

GLOBAL GOALS

and social services online to ensure access to quality care regardless of
location (SDG 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure). “The benefits
can be seen from the individual perspective, whereby digitalised
services can provide citizens from sparsely populated areas with largely
the same access to health services as others, as well as increase
everyone's insight into their own health,” says Project Manager Niclas
Forsling from the Centre for Rural Medicine.

Sweden's social policies, such as its comprehensive childcare, enable
more equitable conditions for women to find employment, affecting
SDG 5 (Gender Equality) and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities). With more
income and better opportunities for family units comes a boost to SDGs
1 (No Poverty), 2 (Zero Hunger), 4 (Quality Education) and 8 (Decent
Work and Economic Growth).

Education offers just as critical a catalyst for achieving additional
SDGs. The World Bank reported that universal secondary education
could eliminate child marriage for girls. This would lead to the reduction
of very early childbearing (SDGs 3, 5) and result in healthier, better
nourished children (SDGs 2, 3) with more academic and vocational
opportunities (SDG 8).

Education is an equally powerful intervention when it comes to
transforming industries. Looking to address the gender gap in tech,
Laboratoria works to empower women to build their careers in the
male-dominated tech space and advances several SDGs through
gender equality initiatives. “"When looking at employment in the tech
sector worldwide and also Latin American countries, the gender gap
is massive. Those that are in the job market are dismally paid. Thatis
defining their careers for the rest of their professional lives,” says Ana
Maria Medina, Director of Development at Laboratoria.

Founded in 2014, Laboratoria provides six-month remote
bootcamps focused on technical skills such as web development
and UX design. After their graduation, the organisation connects the
candidates with quality jobs in the tech sector. Laboratoria also holds
sessions that help women “learn how to learn” so they are equipped
to take on leadership roles within the industry. In this way, educational
interventions (SDG 4) enable women to secure dignified jobs (SDGs 5, 8)
while cultivating a more equitable and diverse digital ecosystem
(SDGs 9, 10).

Strategising economic interventions

According to the UN, over the last 25 years, more than 1.1 billion people
have been lifted out of poverty (SDG 1). Economic growth has been key
to making this happen. Accelerating that growth and ensuring thatitis
inclusive and sustainable is critical to achieving greater economic
security for people all over the world, now and in the long term.

While gains in SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth) are central
to livelihoods, its success is closely tied to other SDGs. For example,
without access to equitable, quality education (SDG 4), fewer skilled
individuals enter the workforce, personal income is limited, and
economic growth is impeded. The links to SDG 5 (Gender Equality) are
equally strong. Currently, the world is working to offset the disruption
caused by the pandemic and restoring employment levels is key for »
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“Rural poverty has many interconnected challenges.
The SDGs highlight for us what we need to do to improve
this world. If we don’t do it together, it will never happen”

Sue Stevenson

Director of Strategic Partnerships and International Development,

Barefoot College International

Flip your worldview

Extreme poverty is defined
as living on less than

USD 190 aday,and as a
result these individuals may
not have access to enough
food, water, electricity,
housing and healthcare. But
today, less than 1 per cent

of people live in extreme
poverty. The majority of this
population is split between
middle-income countries and
low-income countries, with a

tiny percentage living in high-
income countries. For more on

flipping your worldview,
see page 42
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most countries, especially for their women and youth populations, which
were particularly affected by job losses.

“Women's participation in the workforce and women'’s economic
empowerment has been really pushed back by the pandemic,” says
Sonja Hyland, Deputy Secretary General and Political Director at the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Ireland. According to the
International Labour Organization, women’'s employment fell by 4.2 per
centin 2020.

The pandemic also compounded already acute economic challenges
in rural areas. "Rural poverty has many interconnected challenges,” says
Sue Stevenson, Director of Strategic Partnerships and International
Development, Barefoot College International. “The SDGs highlight for us
what we need to do to improve this world. If we don’t do it together, it
will never happen.”

Barefoot College International is a non-profit organisation based in
India that facilitates empowerment opportunities for women (SDG 5) by
offering training in building and maintaining solar panels to power their
communities (SDG 7, 9, 11). “The biggest hurdle to growth is access to

energy,” Stevenson adds, speaking to the Global Goals co-dependencies.

Through educational opportunities for women (SDG 4, 5) that provide
access to energy (SDG 7), entire communities are primed for economic
growth (SDG 8). It's an example of the sort of targeted inclusion of
women in the workforce that the World Bank calls for, and that has the
potential to add to economic growth and trade by as much as 26 per
cent of global GDP by 2025.

The organisation also works to create spaces where women can
cultivate other skills, achieve financial inclusion (such as access to
microfinance and their own bank accounts) and increase their
awareness of their reproductive rights. Additionally, the women develop
digital skills, addressing the problem of digital inclusion (SDG 9), which,
according to Stevenson, is “one of the biggest divides between the first
and the third world” and is a key ingredient to the success of SDG 8
(Decent Work and Economic Growth).

These educational initiatives demonstrate the interconnected impact
thatis possible when interventions are built with the full spectrum of
Global Goals in mind. By taking advantage of the interdependency of
the SDGs and paying close attention to their environmental, social and
economic lynchpins, benefits can cascade across all 17 of the goals. ®

A healthy impact for people and planet

Hitting goals 3, 4, 5 and 12, this Expo Live Global Innovator is revolutionising
menstrual health access — and saving livelihoods and the environment too

Below: Saathi has brought
reproductive health
equality to women in India

Each year, as many as 23 million girls
leave school in rural India due to a
lack of access to clean sanitation
facilities and menstrual products.
Additionally, 12 billion plastic sanitary
pads are used annually across the
country, clogging landfills. Expo Live
Global Innovator Saathi decided to
address the situation by creating and
distributing sustainable menstrual
hygiene products. While Saathi
began with the aim of targeting SDG
3 (Good Health and Well-being), it's
also helping to move the needle on

- “

interconnected goals, such as SDGs 4
(Quality Education), 5 (Gender Equality)
and 12 (Responsible Consumption

and Production). Not only do the pads
help to reduce period poverty, Saathi
employs women in their production,
providing them with livelihoods. The
pads are biodegradable and made with
locally sourced natural fibres from
banana trees.

Extending its impact even further,
Saathi partners with NGOs across India
to help educate women and girls on
menstrual health.
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A story that changed the world

Activist Inna Modja shares her story, offering a powerful perspective on what
it was that inspired her to make a difference

In pursuit of a
happy ending

Stories have the power to spark movements and inspire change. How can we
press storytelling into action to advance the most important movement of all:
realisation of the Global Goals?

ennifer Colpas, a Colombian social entrepreneur, recalls how she came to
J realise the stark realities of the one billion people who lack access to
water, sanitation and energy. “At the age of 21 | made a trip to [India] that
changed my life,” she says. "l saw many people living in poverty while | was
[there] as a business development analyst selling domains and hosting in an
IT company. People said information technology will be the future, but |
wondered what the future would be for those we are leaving behind?”

This experience caused Colpas to ponder the untold stories of the poorest
people living in her own country, those in “the rural areas in Colombia, the ones
that have been most affected by an internal conflict that has lasted more than
50 years”. She expresses how, having previously been blind to their situations,
she suddenly felt an overwhelming sense of responsibility knowing that
populations were living with "no water, no toilets and no access to electricity”.

She was inspired to make a difference, but first, she needed to hear those
communities’ stories for an authentic and meaningful understanding of their
individual circumstances. ‘I started to cross mountains, to cross rivers, to ride
donkeys, to work for hours to reach the most remote villages that don't even
appear on anyone’s map. And | found the most inspiring stories of that invisible
Colombia that | didn’t know and still, to date, many Colombians don't know."
During this time, Colpas “fell in love with [those communities’] potential and
[their] resilience to overcome poverty” and resolved to act.

In 2015, Colpas founded Tierra Grata, a social enterprise dedicated to
providing services such as clean water and sanitation to those in need. It has
since helped more than 12,000 people in rural areas across five Colombian
states. Itis also making a positive impact on the UN Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), including SDG 1 (No Poverty), SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation)
and SDG 7 (Affordable Energy).

Colpas's tale reflects what research now knows about the power of
storytelling to inspire action. When we listen to someone tell a story, our brain
reacts by firing mirror neurons, a type of brain cell that is activated whether
we perform an action, see someone else do it or hear a story aboutit »»
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Malian-French activist, singer, actress
and United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
Ambassador Inna Modja is using
the power of narrative to spotlight
the problem of climate change,
food insecurity and resource-driven
conflict in the African Sahel. In
partnership with the UN and Oscar-
nominated filmmaker Fernando
Meirelles, Modja participated in

a documentary about the Great
Green Wall — an African ambition to

grow 8,000km of trees and plants
spanning the entire Sahel, from
Senegal’s Atlantic Cost in the west
to the east coast of Djibouti.

“As a climate activist spreading
awareness about the project, | want
to share stories about people living
on the frontline of climate change,”
says Modja, who also founded
Green Code, a non-profit using NFT
technology to democratise access to
the internet and allow collaboration
on social issues.

“l wanted to give them a voice, so
| travelled all along the Great Green
Wall from Senegal to Ethiopia, in the
desert and in the cities and | gave the
people a platform.” Modja explains
how “the documentary really helps
bring awareness to the project and
make it a movement.”

Scan the QR code to watch the
trailer for The Great Green Wall

Left: Inna Modja uses her music
to comment on important
subjects such as the war in Mali,
water security and refugees




Become a Dignified Storyteller

Throughout Expo 2020’s Programme for People and Planet, the Dignified
Storytelling platform hosted a series of events highlighting storytelling’s role in
galvanising empathy and inspiring action towards achieving the SDGs. Everyone
can become a Dignified Storyteller — here’s how

Below: The Dignified
Storytelling Forum, held
at Expo 2020, marked
Human Rights Day

on 10 December, 2021

1. It's not my story

Amplify contributors’ voices and
experiences, honouring their wishes
on what story is told and how it is told

2. | do no harm

Maintain the best interest and
safety of the contributor(s) and
their communities above any other
consideration in storytelling

3. We are all multi-dimensional

Embrace complexity and nuance.
Actively seek opportunities to change
one-sided stories about poverty and
pity, in part through representing
people and communities as more than
just their problems

| ¢ s
\ Dignifisd
o

Dignified
Storytelling
Forum

A stary can change the world

. Consent is more than paperwork

Consent from contributors must

be freely given, fully informed and
obtained prior to any story gathering.
Images and stories belong to whoever
is represented in them

. lam biased (repeat)

Recognise that biases, stereotypes,
social stigmas, and power differences
exist, whether we are aware of them
or not. The storyteller must continually
reflect on and question them

. | do my homework

Pursue a deep understanding of
historical and cultural issues to guide
the storytelling process to mitigate
the risks of oversimplification,
sensationalism and stereotyping

. | am empathetic

Prioritise thoughtful reflection on the
short and longer-term implications
behind each story choice and employ
“empathy checks” throughout the
storytelling process

. | protect others’ data like it's my own

Respect and strictly follow
existing national or regional laws
and regulations on storing and
publishing stories

. Truth over headlines

Offer an honest and accurate portrayal
of individuals and communities to
produce a deeper understanding of
the context, and pay due attention to
both the challenges and opportunities

. A story can change the world

Empower contributors, cultivate
empathy and inspire action through
the power of storytelling, looking
for the bright light in all people from
a place of connection, partnership,
and respect

“Statistics are human beings with the tears dried off”

Melissa Fleming

Under-Secretary-General for Global Communications, United Nations

Take the pledge

To learn more about
Dignified Storytelling
and take the pledge to
contribute to positive
change through stories
forged through respect,
transparency and social
responsibility, scan the

QR code
R E
L |
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First discovered in 1999 by a team of Italian researchers studying monkeys,
mirror neurons have also been identified in humans. Though they're harder to
study because of our more complex neural systems, the potential is evident:
if listening to a story can produce the same (or near similar) responses to
actually experiencing it, could we use storytelling to foster greater
compassion and empathy, and inspire action towards the world’'s most
pressing challenges?

According to Rashid Al Falahi, Chief Storytelling Officer for the Federal
Authority of Nuclear Regulation in the UAE, the answer is yes. “Throughout
history, storytelling has proven to be a powerful communication tool within
global development.” Al Falahi now uses the medium across multiple channels
to convey the government organisation’s ethos. “It is through effective
communication that we're able to bring communities together,” he adds.

To inspire change, stories that help us meet the SDGs must be told
strategically — and well. "“Bad storytelling is fluff. It's just distracting,” says
Yusuf Omar, Co-founder of Hashtag Our Stories and former CNN Senior
Social Reporter. “Good storytelling is everything. It galvanises people to make

real fundamental differences to address the Sustainable Development Goals.”

To tell a compelling story, knowing what moves readers is important, and
looking beyond statistics is key. "Numbers are dull, numbers are lifeless.
There's a saying — ‘statistics are human beings with the tears dried off,” says
Melissa Fleming, Under-Secretary-General for Global Communications at the
UN, who leads the agency'’s efforts to tell human-centric stories to share
information, inspire empathy and mobilise action on the SDGs. Fleming
explains that to tell a human-centric story, the storyteller must ask his or
herself these questions: "Why am | communicating in the first place? Who am
| communicating to? How do they receive information, generally? And how
am | going to create a story that's going to resonate and get them to care?”
Once those questions are answered, storytellers must “make [the story]
locally relevant, talk about the issues, and then tell the story that's really
going to make people open up their hearts and say, ‘where do | help?"”

Fleming's suggestions tie in with the principles of Dignified Storytelling,
which, devised by storytellers and communication experts, provides a
framework for authentic storytelling within humanitarian and development
contexts. These principles are essentially drivers of understanding, and, as
emphasised by Kristeena Monteith, Creative Producer of Talk Up Radio,

"you have to start every story with empathy. You have to really understand
people and give them the respect and dignity that they deserve, to honour
their stories.. you have to be responsible for every single word you put out
into the world and be accountable to the people and the stories that you're
telling.. and have fun. Tell stories that you care about. Tell stories that you
want to see in the world. Tell stories that you know will help to create the
future that you want to see.” ®
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O EXPO AND THE SDGS

1-2. Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) decals around the Expo site
encouraged visitors to consider the importance of the goals for creating
a more sustainable world by 2030 | 3. Visitors entering from the Mobility
district gate started their Expo journey with the SDGs on their mind

4. Expo’s UN Hub displayed winners of the Best Practice Programme,
dedicated to achieving the Global Goals | 5. Winners of the Expo Live
Global Innovator awards for sustainable development solutions were
spotlighted around the site | 6. The onsite Change the World Challenge
encouraged visitors to take action on the SDGs

S TR
2R !

.

-
o>
A,
gl
P,
-
(T 3
S Wl

ra

o
S
et
o
2

s
o
LR
A
X

.h.r_,.
= -
e
ORI

i

x
s

i

R
A
o

‘
.
1""
o

s
ey
g

TR A,
e

L o

e

,w
o ,aj':-.
s
i

i

B

o
o

PEACE, Juses
AND STRONS
INSTITUTIONS




1. The Mission Possible pavilion held permanent exhibitions on how the
O EXPO AN D THE SDGS goals can be attained | 2-3. SDG flags adorned the Expo walkways and
the SDG wheel stood proudly outside the Mission Possible pavilion
4. Expo’s service robot and mascot, Opti, donned SDG colours for the
week and even took children on a tour of Mission Possible, showing the
next generation how they can contribute to sustainable development
5-6.The wire 'trees’ across the Expo site, once bare, quickly filled up with
visitors’ to-do lists for achieving a more equitable and sustainable world




O GOOD BUSINESS

Profit with purpose

A more socially conscious consumer base calls for more socially conscious
goods and services. For the enlightened business, the Global Goals offer a
springboard to profitability and purpose

n 2010, Vaishali Nigam Sinha, a graduate of public policy from Columbia

University, was running a successful boutique investment firm. She was
approached by a client who was looking to set up a social venture that
prioritised purpose over profit. Working with this client made Sinha re-
evaluate her entire approach to business. She found her calling combining
business with social conscience, and today runs India’s largest renewable
energy firm, ReNew, with her husband.

Socially minded private companies like Sinha’s are vital to enacting
tangible change. "The government is providing the policy direction and
framework,” she says, “but we are actually going and doing it on the
ground. If we don't do this, the change is not going to happen.”

This is already reality as the awakening of social conscience in business
becomes a global zeitgeist, with companies developing strategies and
joining programmes to help give structure to this newfound sense of
corporate responsibility. Multinational hospitality brand Hilton launched
a comprehensive Travel with Purpose strategy in 2018, a plan which the
company says promotes positive environmental and social impact across
all operations, supply chains and communities.

That same year, Coca-Cola launched the World Without Waste
campaign, pledging to recycle a bottle or a can for each one it sells by
2030.And in 2014, real estate specialists the Calhoun Group signed the UN
Global Compact, a 10-principle approach to doing business which focuses
on implementing the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through
measurable, targeted strategies. The Group is one of more than 10,000

Opposite page: Investing in companies that have committed to the movement.
renewable energy is just one The momentum behind social purpose is growing, not least because
of the ways that businesses businesses are starting to appreciate that an SDG-focused approach is

are playing their partin
achieving the SDGs good for people, planet — and profits. »»
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The business of being good

While profit margins are a corporate reality, businesses don’t have to do harm to be
successful. These ventures embody corporate responsibility in their daily operations

Below: With the World Bank's
2021 estimate that the global
textile industry supports
nearly half the world's
population, sustainable
business operations could
not be more critical
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Material gains

Due to the synthetic dyeing process,
the textile industry is the second
largest polluter in the world. Sri
Lankan company Hayley's Fabric is

a textile manufacturer that supplies
to Nike, Victoria's Secret, Decathlon,
and other global brands. Leonie Vaas,
the company’s Sustainability and
Innovations Manager, was looking for
ways to decrease the environmental
costs of its business and discovered the
solution in Ceylon tea, produced in the
highlands of Sri Lanka.

As part of the company’s social
offshoot, ‘SustainabiliTea’, tea waste
was collected from the country’s
vast tea estates as an all-natural
fabric dye. Not only was this solution
pollutant-free, it also reduced water
and energy consumption. For her
work on SustainabiliTea, Vaas was
awarded the title of 2021 SDG Pioneer
for Responsible Production by the UN
Global Compact.

Hayley's Fabric's sustainability
work did not stop there. The company
invested in solar energy panels for all its
rooftops and recycles its polyethylene
terephthalate (PET) bottles to produce
polyester yarns. Its building sits on

a 20-acre green belt and protects a
wetland zone which will eventually be
converted into a biodiversity park, and
two-thirds of its energy comes from
renewable sources.

The company’s work touches
on several goals: SDG 13 (Climate
Action), SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation
and Infrastructure), SDG 14 (Life below
Water) and SDG 15 (Life on Land).

Socially conscious...
business smart

In May 2016, Abu Muadh launched
Smart Labour, an exclusive platform that
provides educational content in multiple
languages aimed at blue-collar workers
in the UAE. This group makes up 52 per
cent of the UAE'’s workforce, and are
mostly expatriates who struggle to
speak either English or Arabic or have a
low level of education.

The Expo Live Global Innovator
created an app that includes courses in
English to help workers communicate
and learn soft skills to support
professional development. With 12,000
users, the app continues to evolve.
Workers can now report incidents via
voice notes and leave feedback and
suggestions in their own language.
Smart Labour also includes custom-
built features developed in partnership
with Dubai Taxi to help drivers reduce
points on their licence and fines. And the
organisation runs a campaign during the
holy month of Ramadan to buy food for
workers which they can redeem using a
code at select restaurants in the city.

Smart Labour is a socially conscious
enterprise that has identified a need and
responded with a solution, ultimately
contributing to SDG 3 (Good Health
and Well-being), SDG 8 (Decent Work
and Economic Growth), and SDG 17
(Partnerships for the Goals).

“It is widely appreciated that gender equality in the workplace
could add a further USD 28 trillion to the annual global gross
domestic product by 2025"

The Right Honourable Helen Clark

Former Prime Minister of New Zealand, Former Administrator of the United Nations

Development Programme

Read all about it

To learn more about the
role of micro-, small-
and medium-sized
enterprises in realising
the SDGs, read the UN's
report on the topic

GLOBAL GOALS

The business case for gender equality

According to Assistant Secretary-General and CEO of the United Nations
Global Compact Sanda Ojiambo, we shouldn't need a business case for
gender equality. In Ojiambo’s words, it is “more of a moral issue”, but she
concedes that it is also a simple matter of common sense. “Business will
not succeed with only half the world either as its customers or its
business leaders,” says Ojiambo. So how does creating a more equitable
workforce improve business outcomes?

The 2021 Women in the Workplace report conducted by McKinsey
and LeanIn.Org has shown that in boardrooms, women leaders helped
their employees navigate the difficult period in the wake of the pandemic,
outranking their male counterparts on communication, decision making,
agility and empathy. This can be interpreted fiscally, with research
suggesting that companies in the top-quartile for gender diversity
on executive teams were 21 per cent more likely to outperform on
profitability and 27 per cent more likely to have superior value creation,
according to McKinsey's report, Delivering through Diversity.

Getting more women into work would also have a seismic impact on
the global economy. “Itis widely appreciated that gender equality in the
workplace could add a further USD 28 trillion to the annual global gross
domestic product by 2025,” says the Right Honourable Helen Clark,
former Prime Minister of New Zealand, and the first woman to serve as
Administrator for the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

Bolstering small and medium enterprises

With SMEs making up 90 per cent of all businesses and 50 per cent of
employment worldwide, protecting and supporting them is crucial if we
are to achieve not just SDG 8 (Decent Work, and Economic Growth), but
the entire 2030 agenda. According to the World Bank, formal SMEs
contribute up to 40 per cent of GDP in emerging economies and, as well
as absorbing much of the global workforce (anticipated to be 600 million
by 2030), they are the key drivers of innovative practices. They play a
leading role in shaping both the world market and societal welfare.

Rikke Therkildsen, Managing Director of the UN17 Business Centre, an
organisation which helps SMEs integrate the SDGs into their business
strategy, believes that the global drive to achieve Agenda 2030 presents
opportunities for businesses themselves. “The Global Goals are amazing
as a framework because everyone can find something to relate to,” says
Therkildsen. Unlike larger corporations, whose sustainable strategies can
manifest as more of an afterthought, SMEs have the potential to be
agents of change, with sustainable business driving economic activity. »»
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O GOOD BUSINESS

Below: Ecoware’s
biodegradable food
containers are putting the
fast food industry on a fast
track to sustainability

GLOBAL GOALS

The SDGs are offering SMEs an agenda for relevance. Take today’s
consumers: Millennial and Gen-Z customers are a large part of the
customer base, and they prefer to shop from brands that align with
their values. These cohorts shop small and are willing to pay more than
their Baby Boomer counterparts for brands that put sustainability
(taking in social and environmental causes) at the heart of their
production strategy. The rise of the eco-savvy consumer means it
pays to think sustainably.

Expo Live Global Innovator Ecoware is one company that has
capitalised on the socially conscious market. Turning agricultural waste
into biodegradable products such as cutlery and takeaway boxes, the
business now counts Subway, Cinnabon and prestigious hotel brands
Taj and Oberoi amongst its major clients.

According to Ecoware, blending profit with sustainability enables
organisations to increase their “market reach” and offers them a
“competitive advantage”. Founder and CEO Rhea Mazumdar suggests
that SMEs also play an important role within the wider economy:
“Companies such as Ecoware have successfully identified opportunities
when others saw problems, proving that SMEs regularly offer the most
efficient vehicles for delivering impact in complex contexts.” »

Businesses must be ambitious

Sanda Ojiambo, Assistant Secretary-General and CEO of the United Nations
Global Compact, illustrates her commitment to delivering on the SDGs and
encourages all businesses to do the same

Above: Sanda Ojiambo
shared her to-do list for
business during Expo
2020's flagship event,
Global Goals for All

I have five points on my to-do list for
businesses. First, the private sector
has to be ambitious. It has to be
courageous, it has to demonstrate bold
leadership as well as set bold targets.
Without that, the private sector won't
fully be able to unleash all it can do to
drive forward on this agenda.

Second, businesses need to take
the climate crisis seriously. Businesses
need to set science-based targets
to mitigate global warming, and look
forward on issues such as adaptation,
resilience, biodiversity and nature-
based solutions.

Third, business needs to take
a critical look at gender equality.

Business will not succeed with only
half the world either as its customers,
its business leaders or its shapers and
influencers.

Fourth, businesses need to
engage young people strategically
in a meaningful way.

Finally, businesses need to look
at how they can critically engage
with the sustainable development
agenda. Seventeen goals are a lot
but business needs to look at this in
a material way. Where can business
have an impact? Where can business
be bold? Where can business set
targets? Most importantly, business
needs to be credible.




The 10 principles of the UN Global Compact

The UN Global Compact is the largest call for corporations to embrace the SDGs and
practise sustainable business. Inspired by international conventions, frameworks and
treaties on sustainable development, these 10 principles can be implemented by the
private sector today to build cultures of integrity, uphold businesses’ responsibilities
to people and planet and also ensure long-term profitability

HUMAN RIGHTS

Principle 1
Businesses should
support and respect
the protection of
internationally
proclaimed human rights

Principle 2
Businesses should make
sure that they are not
complicit in human
rights abuses

ENVIRONMENT

Principle 7
Businesses should
support a precautionary
approach to
environmental
challenges

Principle 8
Businesses should
undertake initiatives
to promote greater
environmental
responsibility

Principle 9
Businesses should
encourage the
development
and diffusion of
environmentally friendly
technologies

ANTI-
CORRUPTION

Principle 10
Businesses should work
against corruption in
all its forms, including
extortion and bribery

“Investors are mapping their investment strategies and asset
classes against the SDGs to measure performance”

Mabinty Koroma-Moore

Founder and CEO, Legacy Impact Venture Enterprises, Africa

Did you know?

Chilean start-up and Expo Live
Global Innovator Algramo has
so far salvaged over 97,000kg
of plastic, saved 2.8 million
litres of water and offset
more than 360,000kg of CO,
in its mission to revolutionise
how society consumes
products. The SME, which
received a USD 7.3 million
investment to expand globally
in 2021, uses technology to
distribute products in reusable
smart packaging

GLOBAL GOALS

However, she highlights that a lack of funding is often a major challenge
for companies wanting to capitalise on opportunities to do good. With
SMEs contributing to both the global economy and the achievement of
the SDGs, governments need to reconsider their investment strategies to
ensure these businesses receive the financial support they need.

Financing

As reported by the Business & Sustainable Development Commission,
an initiative supported by the UN, sustainable business models that

are aligned with the SDGs could unlock economic opportunities worth
USD 12 trillion and increase employment by 380 million jobs by 2030.

In contrast to its engagement with the Millennium Development Goals,
the SDGs' predecessor, the private sector is taking shared responsibility
for Agenda 2030. "The thing that is unique about the SDGs is that before,
there wasn't necessarily this ownership by the business community
because they didn't feel like they had a role to play,” says Zahara Malik,
whose boutique impact investing firm Grosvenor Capital, headquartered
in the UAE, is guided by SDG principles.

Funding streams are being activated with strong environmental, social
and governance (ESG) criteria. The joint SDG fund is attempting to
accelerate progress towards the SDGs by providing a financing pot for
projects that have a laser focus on SDG outcomes.

The World Bank has committed USD 23.5 billion across 115 projects in
developing countries to help find solutions to SDG-aligned challenges.
Funds like these demonstrate how it can be fiscally beneficial to align
with the SDGs. Mabinty Koroma-Moore, Founder and CEO of Legacy
Impact Venture Enterprises, Africa, recognises this trend: “Investors are
mapping their investment strategies and asset classes against the SDGs
to measure performance, and ESG factors are being integrated across
business process and the value chain.”

As global awareness around sustainability gathers pace and
consumers embrace more purposeful choices, sustainable business
decisions are becoming the better business decisions. Add to this the
increasing availability of ESG-aligned funding, and the ‘business as
usual’ model could soon be a thing of the past. ®
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How to do good

To grow great ideas into sustainable solutions that create impact at scale,
social entrepreneurs should be prepared to engage, adapt and collaborate

“None of the
challenges we
are solving are
linear. They are
networked and
complex”

Meagan Fallone
Chief Impact Officer,
Innoterra Inc

GLOBAL GOALS

I n 2015, energy consultant Fariel Salahuddin visited water-scarce villages
in Pakistan to investigate a possible solar project. Her plan going in was
to replace the ageing and unreliable diesel water pumps used in the region.
After engaging with villagers, though, Salahuddin soon realised that there

was no cash for the solar water pump system or, indeed, any other solution.

However, the communities had something else: goats. This gave her the
idea for Goats for Water (GFW) a bartering model through which water-
stressed rural communities purchase solar water pumps using their
livestock as currency.

Now part of social enterprise UpTrade, GFW embodies some of the key
principles social entrepreneurs need to consider when building for impact.
Focused on a clear problem and designed in partnership with affected
communities, it not only delivers a solution — a sustainable, affordable
supply of clean water — but has created additional value chains by
connecting livestock farmers to new markets.

As Salahuddin notes, it was close day-to-day contact with the people
she sought to support that inspired her elegant solution. “The community
was obviously low on cash, but every few minutes | noticed that a goat
would pass by. So, | asked them to pay in goats and they agreed.

“The lesson | learned is that often we look for solutions which may not
be adaptable to the communities that we work with. So, it's important to
look at what is already working within the community and bring those into
more formal arrangements.”

The complexity of poverty means pain points may also not be
immediately apparent, making local consultation critical for shining light
on blind spots. “None of the challenges we are solving are linear. They are
networked and complex,” points out Meagan Fallone, Chief Impact Officer
at Innoterra, which connects small-holder farmers in India to technology
and markets to help them scale.

Did you know?

Social entrepreneurs operate
in a highly niche sector.
According to the Cartier
Women'’s Initiative, they
make up only 5 per cent of
global entrepreneurs

J Embrace your role as a boundary

=
=

Equally, partnerships may be the most effective route to scale for the social
enterprise itself. “[They] bring more activity, they bring more reach, they
bring more impact, they bring new markets and capacities and capabilities
and diversity,” says Nikhil Taneja, a member of the Global Advisory Board
for Goalkeepers, which is championed by the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation to advance the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Falcone agrees that social enterprises cannot expect growth to
happen by accident. "You design for scale and you architect partnerships.”
But she notes that the latter involves a leap of faith, perhaps the ultimate
test of a social entrepreneur. “[We] have to remain fearless in this sector.
Fearless to go somewhere we're afraid to go; to push our organisations
to where we might not be so comfortable, because itis in that space that
transformation and scale can happen. And that takes courage.” ®

Become a
social entrepreneur

J Ask the communities you are trying to help

what they need, and then build with them
every step of the way

J Partner, partner, partner! Seeking and

driving strategic collaborations is the most
effective way to increase the reach and
impact of your work

breaker. The work you do won't always
be easy, but nothing important is
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A week that
changed the worl

As the world approaches the Agenda 2030 deadline, the importance of the

UN Sustainable Development Goals has become more prominent than ever.
During a theme week dedicated entirely to the Global Goals, Expo created a
space for everyone to take action

Opposite page: Global leaders
of governments, development
agencies and industry came
together during Expo’s Global
Goals Week to call for action on
the Sustainable Development
Goals (top and centre); the
Mission Possible Opportunity
Pavilion invited visitors to
explore the Global Goals
through an interactive and
immersive exhibition (bottom)

As the most significant global gathering to take place following a
pandemic that highlighted just how far we have to go to achieve a
better world by 2030, Expo 2020 Dubai refocused the minds of an
international audience on the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
or Global Goals.

As Amina J Mohammed, Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations,
stated, "Expo 2020 Dubai shows that however big or small countries are, or
how difficult countries’ contexts are, every country now has the roadmap and
the best set of goals ever designed. But we have challenges that need
partnerships. They need strong institutions, they need resources, and it is those
things that need to all come together”

Expo provided an unprecedented opportunity for individuals and nations
to join together and forge those crucial partnerships when it hosted Global
Goals Week as part of its Programme for People and Planet An annual event
convened to accelerate action towards achieving the goals, this was the first
time the week had been held outside the UN General Assembly in New York.

Global Goals Week at Expo featured high-profile keynote speakers such
as philanthropist Bill Gates, former Prime Minister of New Zealand Helen Clark
and filmmaker Richard Curtis, all of whom offered a rallying cry to the world to
take action on the SDGs. Most importantly, though, it gave a platform to less
prominent voices including youth activists and social entrepreneurs from all
corners of the world to share their perspectives on what is needed to achieve
change and the work they are doing to improve lives in their communities.

As young artist and filmmaker, official UAE Ambassador for Nature and UN
Youth Pre-COP26 Delegate Lara Rudar noted, achieving the SDGs and
recovering from humanity’'s most pressing challenges, will require “people
from different communities, especially those who have been historically
marginalised.. to actually lead in a sustainable path to equality and safety.” »»

~ % 1 - |
T LA QBB AR GO,

o S TFirrable Devaelouo i

f

o AR @ OUNEaRN (. Ol @ eOrEDEs




88

Above: Expo Chief of Staff
Nadia Verjee invited audiences
to take action on the Global
Goals, starting with small steps
which grow into big leaps

GLOBAL GOALS

Smal| Steps, Big Leaps

NADIA VER3EE

Chief of Staff &

e forp
EXPo 2020 Dubaij Sopie and Planet

Featuring marginalised voices was a central tenet of Expo's Programme
for People and Planet, which put 10 pressing global issues up for discussion
during a series of dedicated theme weeks. Like the speakers and panellists,
the topics were notable for their diversity, yet, as Nadia Verjee, Expo's
Chief of Staff, explained, a single unifying thread ran through the entire
programme. “The Global Goals are the underlying connector across all the
differentissues that we discovered at the Expo, so it was imperative that
we highlighted the SDGs in a dedicated theme week.”

Considering the reach of Expo 2020 and the fact that "most people have
no idea what the SDGs are, or that we've all signed up to this global agenda”,
Verjee said that “bringing the Global Goals to Expo was a natural fit because
it enabled us to tell a story about the SDGs, to drill down and explain in
simple terms that this is the world's to-do list". The result was that not only
did world leaders, policymakers, philanthropists, non-profits, NGOs and
businesses come together to pledge action, but so did citizens from all over
the world, making a total of 80,000-plus participants. A further two million
people tuned in online, as Expo realised its ambition of being a catalyst for
supercharging the momentum needed to achieve the goals by 2030.

“I had never heard
of the SDGs before
Expo. Learning
about all the
issues motivates
and inspires me

to do better”

Ai Mee

Change the World Challenge

To inspire action among individuals and demonstrate that small steps
can have a big impact, the Expo team created an educational and
interactive journey called the Change the World Challenge, engaging
visitors of all ages and encouraging them to test their knowledge and
take action for the SDGs.

The challenge formed part of the World’'s To-Do List, a UN campaign
that seeks to raise awareness of the world's biggest problems and break
down the solutions into small actionable tasks by reducing them to
something that you can hold in your hand — a to-do list written on
a sticky note.

The concept ran throughout the week, spearheaded by the Change
the World Challenge. The challenge captured the global spirit of Expo by
engaging the world'’s citizens in pledging to make positive changes. It
transformed the Expo site into a journey of discovery of the SDGs, with 17
different stations — one devoted to each goal. Visitors received a map of
each station and were encouraged to visit every one to learn more about
each goal and commit to acting on what they had learned. To complete
the challenge, they had to collect stamps from all 17 stations.

“Not only was engagement in the challenge orders of magnitude higher
than expected, we were also thrilled to see so many positive responses
from participants,” said John McGinnis, Expo’s Manager of Foresight and
Project Management, who oversaw the campaign. “Many individuals wrote
to let us know how much they learned and their plans for supporting the
SDGs in their home communities.” »»
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Below: Expo visitor Ai Mee’'s
first introduction to the SDGs
was Expo’s Change the World
Challenge (left); another site
visitor’'s completed challenge
pamphlet, featuring all 17
station stamps (right)

For example, one participant explained how the Change the World
Challenge was the first introduction she had had to the UN’s Global Goals.
Ai Mee from Malaysia said: “I had never heard of the SDGs before this. But
now, learning about all the issues that are happening in the world, it
motivates and inspires me to do better in the world.”

McGinnis noted that Mee's sentiments were shared by many
participants: “We found there is huge enthusiasm among the public to
contribute practical solutions to global challenges. Beyond Expo, we
look forward to providing new and exciting ways for the public to make
an impact.”

At each activation site, information boards and quizzes aimed to
challenge preconceived notions and stereotypes, in line with the tenet
that when people are equipped with an accurate picture of the world,
they are more inclined to take positive action. This philosophy spurred
an initiative called Flip Your Worldview, which was created in
collaboration with Gapminder, a Swedish NGO that specialises in
providing accurate information and dismantling misconceptions about
the SDGs to promote fact-based understanding. As a result, participants

“I'm sad to learn
that one big
destroyer of nature
has been humans
throwing waste,
specifically plastic
in the ocean”

Khalid Abul Aziz

learned new things about the planet and what they can do to

promote global development. For example, Khalid Abul Aziz, a challenge
participant from the UAE, highlighted his take-away. “I'm sad to learn
that one big destroyer of nature has been humans throwing waste,
specifically plastic in the ocean. My to-do list is to reduce my plastic
consumption.”

An estimated 80,000 visitors participated in the Change the World
Challenge in the first quarter of 2022, of which approximately 11,000
visitors collected stamps at all 17 locations, and more than 57,000
pledges were made. In fact, it was so popular that it was extended from
Global Goals Week to run for the duration of Expo, which, during its final
three months, was resplendent with eye-catching sticky note pledges
and activations featuring the distinctive SDG colour wheel. With the event
now finished, the legacy continues as the Expo team takes up new roles
at Expo City Dubai, the purpose-built sustainable city and former Expo
site. As McGinnis explained: “It's exciting to see the community of
changemakers we have built through this Expo and we look forward to
providing further engagement opportunities.” »

920 GLOBAL GOALS
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Below: Expo visitors pledged
to tackle gender inequality by
helping to inspire young
people to see that men and
women are equal

GLOBAL GOALS

The people’s to-do list: gender equality

The 17 SDGs are inextricably linked, and while all are critical, a number are
widely acknowledged as watersheds for the other goals. These include
gender equality (Goal 5), health (Goal 3), education (Goal 4), and water, food
and energy (Goals 6, 2 and 7) — otherwise known as the water-food-energy
(WFE) nexus. The reasoning is that when women are empowered, more
people are educated and healthy, and fewer want for nutrition, clean water
or electricity. By extension, more people gain access to opportunity and
employment and have the social and economic resources to participate
and thrive in society.

Her Excellency Reem Al Hashimy, UAE Minister of State for International
Cooperation and Director General of Expo 2020 Dubai, suggested thatitis
possible to place Goal 5: Gender Equality at the heart of everything and see
its impact cascade out towards the other goals. “You can't tackle poverty if
you're not looking at women. You can't tackle education if you're not
looking at women and girls,” she said. In this spirit, Expo 2020 Dubai had a
dedicated Women'’s Pavilion — a first for a World Expo — to ensure the
importance of gender parity and the empowerment of women and girls
was a focus during every theme week.

The many women in positions of power taking the podium during the
Programme for People and Planet — 47 per cent of the featured speakers
were women — inspired participants in the Change the World Challenge.
Females of all ages pledged to aspire to great things and to inspire the next
generation of women and girls. Yet it's not only women who are responsible

“It's very
important for

me to encourage
other men to be
allies. You need to
make noise when
you see gender
inequality”

Nikhil Taneja
Co-founder and CEO, Yuvaa

for this goal, as panellist Nikhil Taneja, Co-founder and CEO of youth
empowerment organisation Yuvaa, demonstrated when he made the
following pledge for his to-do list: “As a man, it's very important for me

also to encourage other men around me to be allies, not just to talk about
gender equality but to raise a voice against gender inequality. It's not enough
to just give a thumbs up and a'like’ or share a story, saying yes, I'm all for
gender equality. You need to make noise when you see gender inequality

all around you.”

The people’s to-do list: health

Members of the public joined VIPs through the Change the World Challenge in
supporting action towards SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being). They learned
about the state of global health challenges, likely countering misconceptions
through the Flip Your Worldview initiative, which found that survey
respondents were typically pessimistic about health challenges and tended
to underestimate countries’ progress, especially that of developing nations.

Among the pledges, philanthropist Bill Gates shared his own to-do list for
achieving Goal 3: Good Health and Well-being, which he described as the
central spoke of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation’s activities. "l would
add one critically important item on my personal to-do list for SDG 3," he
told Expo visitors: helping to ensure the world is much better prepared for
the next pandemic.

“In the past two years we've seen amazing scientific breakthroughs, such
as the fastest-ever creation of a safe vaccine through the MRNA platform,” he
added. "But we've also seen that unequal distribution and lack of funding and
supply have left too many people at high risk in low-income countries still
waiting for their first COVID-19 shot”

He called for the creation of a transparent system for the global supply of
vaccines that can make more doses and allocate them more equitably, as well
as more tools to swiftly contain outbreaks. And he stressed the urgency of
action: “The SDGs aren’t something we can cram for the night or an hour
before the deadline. It's especially true given the pandemic, which has set
back progress on many fronts. If we're going to reach the critical goals by
2030, we need 2022 and every year thereafter to be a year of action.. Let's
go to work.”

For its part, Expo 2020 Dubai, one of the first global events to take place
in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, set new standards in pandemic
response and visitor safety through meticulous planning, providing a model
for others staging public gatherings in the post-pandemic era. Its support of
innovators around the world further advanced a legacy for health and well-
being, with the Expo Live Platform for Innovation supporting 140 global
innovators from 76 countries, 12 per cent of which presented tangible
solutions to healthcare challenges.

The people’s to-do list: education

Over the past decade, significant progress had been made towards
improving global education under SDG 4 (Quality Education), but then the
COVID-19 pandemic closed schools around the world. It disrupted the
learning of 1.6 billion children and young people, disproportionately affecting
those in the most vulnerable and marginalised communities. »»
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“Even With all The pandemic, however, also forced education systems to adapt, and the
RewirEd Summit held during Expo’s Knowledge & Learning Week explored
the Pr0b|em5. | how technology has transformed the education space, while the RewirEd
feel a sense Of Global Declaration on Connectivity for Education provided a roadmap for
bridging divides to ensure its benefits can be reached by all. Identifying one
hope for a better major community left behind by this divide, the UNHCR launched during
future_ | p|an to the RewirEd Summit the Refugee Connected Education Challenge after the
N pandemic left 78 per cent of young refugees with limited or no access to
be more mlndful learning opportunities.
of my actions and The participants of the Change the World Challenge agreed strongly

that quality education for all — at all levels — was a basic human right
prOteCt the future closely interconnected with the other Global Goals. Among the speakers
hot just for me urging governments to enact urgent change to achieve this vital goal was
but fOI‘ my young Yande Banda, an education and women rights activist and Co-chair of

Transform Education, who placed three important tasks on world leaders’
daughtel’, tOO" to-do lists. First, she called for education systems to change from rote
learning to focusing on the key sustainability issues, from the climate crisis
to leadership and how to get into politics. Second, the potential of schools
as places of education but also places of social nourishment must be
harnessed. And finally, teachers must be trained in gender transformative
education and ministers must apply a gender lens to education policy. “All
in all, schools need to become a place of social transformation, with gender
equality and climate education put at the forefront,” she said.

Sonali Mishraa
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The people’s to-do list: water, food
and energy

Throughout the Change the World Challenge, participants acknowledged
the scarcity of the world's most vital resources, water, food and energy.
They called on their peers as well as leaders to respect the life-giving value
of water, advocated for the protection of the natural world in a reformed
food system with less waste, and urged for a transition to clean energy.

While individuals pledged to be sparing with their use of energy, speakers
throughout the week’s programming called on governments to take action
on the UN's clear directive that in order to limit global heating to 1.5C,
countries must reduce greenhouse gases to reach net zero by 2050, invest
in renewable energy, and support and fund clean energy projects in
developing nations.

The UAE, which will host the UN Climate Change Conference COP28 at
Expo City Dubai in 2023, presents a model for other nations to follow in this
regard. In October 2021, ahead of Expo’s Climate & Biodiversity Week, the
nation pledged to reach climate neutrality through the UAE Net Zero by
2050 Strategic Initiative, which includes investing more than AED 600
billion (over USD 163 billion) in clean and renewable energies. The country
already enjoys the world's lowest-cost solar power and is home to three of
the largest solar facilities in the world. It has invested in renewable energy

Above: Water preservation ventures worth around AED 62 billion (USD 16.8 billion) in other nations and

\Tvakif it onto a Change the has provided a further AED 1.5 billion (just over USD 400 million) in aid and
orld Challenge participant’s

to-do list soft loans for clean energy projects. »

94 GLOBAL GOALS



26

Above: Sonali Mishraa adds
her pledge to support gender
equality — by calling for “more
power to women" - to the
hundreds of post-its on display
at the final Change the World
Challenge station located in
the Women's Pavilion
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Since agriculture is responsible for almost a quarter of global carbon
emissions, the UAE is also leading efforts to drive innovation in agritech,
in particular by reducing water and energy use in farming. Expo brought
the discussions around these three interconnected essential resources
together during Global Goals Week, when it hosted the inaugural Water-
Food-Energy (WFE) Summit.

Expo’s Global Goals Week highlighted that tackling inequality will
require holistic solutions, reflecting the interconnection of the challenges
we face and the goals themselves. From ensuring access to education to
advocating for peace and partnership, visitors from all walks of life left
Expo informed and inspired to act now for the future. Describing the
Global Goals as being "woven into the fabric of Expo 2020", the UN's
Amina J Mohammed continued, “The millions of visits Expo has received
are a clear sign that people, governments, businesses and organisations
from across the world are eager for change, yearning for hope and ready
to come together”

To give the last word to one of those millions, Change the World
Challenge participant Sonali Mishraa: “Even with all the global problems
today, | feel a sense of hope for a better future. | plan to be more mindful
of my actions and protect the future not just for me but for my young
daughter, too.” ®

A closer look: the Trilateral WFE Summit

Jordan, the Netherlands and the UAE announced at Expo 2020 the formation of a
trilateral partnership to target the Sustainable Development Goals using a nexus
approach that focusses on water, food and clean energy

Below: The Water, Food
and Energy Summit
spotlighted calls to action
and concrete plans to solve
the nexus crisis from
government and youth
leaders from the UAE,
Jordan and the Netherlands

The Water, Food and Energy Summit, a
first-of-its-kind event held at Expo, was
the result of a collaboration between
the UAE, Jordan and the Netherlands.
The three nations issued a trilateral
declaration affirming their commitment
to supporting a nexus approach that
optimises resource use and called on
other governments to join them in
acknowledging the interdependent
relationships between water, food and
energy. As His Excellency Dr Saleh Al
Kharabsheh, Minister of Energy and
Mineral Resources of Jordan, put it:
“Water, food and energy will be the
future currency of the world.”

The Summit delivered a resounding
message to delegates: rapid
progress towards a cleaner, safer
and healthier future for all also
requires collaboration, solid data and
innovative solutions.

To this end the partners have
designed a dynamic dashboard
providing a detailed overview and
projection of each country’s supply and
demand for water, food and energy,
as well as the relationships between
them. By harnessing data and sharing
knowledge, governments can act
effectively, minimise risk and continue
to safeguard these vital resources.




O LEGACY AT A GLANCE

Programme for
People and Planet

2] 7|

The UAE, the Netherlands
and Jordan held a first-
of-its kind trilateral
summit on the Water,
Food and Energy Nexus
at Expo 2020, committing
to an interconnected
approach to the optimal
use of these resources. A
shared data dashboard
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Launched during the
Global Goals event,
Global Best Practice
Programme Assembly,
the Global Best Practice
Programme Guide
showcased 50 simple yet
impactful projects that

Publication of a

private report on the
way forward during

Expo 2020 Dubai was the
first international host for

was released, and the have provided sustainable the Decade of Action, the Global Goals

Throughout the six months of Expo 2020 Dubai, three nations called on solutions to the world's captured during the Week, inspiring

g P G I o bal G o al s other governments to most pressing challenges, event, A Decade of 80,000+ participants
speakers from all corners of the planet convened to iahliah collaborate similarly with a view to expanding Action: Driving Progress into impactful
exp|ore solutions to the world’s most pressing issues H Ig Ig tS & Siinaenies them elsewhere for the 2030 Agenda individual action
229 events ........................................................................................................................... :
29 MILLION virtual attendees
140 Expo Live Global Innovator awardees
50 Global Best Practice Programme initiatives (+]
2,000"‘ speakers

* *

Diverse voices o
The programme featured speakers from 142 countries, g R
with a special focus on the perspectives of youth, Q
women and underrepresented communities AR .

Geographic spread Europe
MENA
Sub-Saharan Africa £

Asia
North Amer o el Q
or merica .

In Sao Tomé and Principe,

Latin America and Caribbean . '
Cooperative de Exportacao

In Mozambique and

Oceania
Other

de Cacau de Qualidade is
revitalising the cocoa industry,

Kenya, Be Girl is working 4

to make sure that stigma
around menstruation no

which was held back by
years of colonialism

[+ ] [io s

In Kenya, Kidogo is a social

enterprise working to improve

access to quality early

» 300 tonnes of cocoa childcare and education in
produced in 2017 Nairobi slums in sport

longer holds women back
from opportunities

. » 300,000 period
R — | panties produced

In India, ayzh is working

to improve women's and
maternal health with the
distribution of Child Birth Kits

» 20 farming communities
joined the cooperative

» 393 female farmers

» 48% decrease in girls who » 1 million+ lives of mothers and

struggled to participate

babies saved in the decade
since ayzh launched

D 240,000+ Child Birth Kits
produced since 2010

» 2 million hours of care » 70% cheaper than disposable
and education menstrual products

» 1,000 children

» 5.3kg of CO, footprint saved » 400+ healthcare

distribution

L d » 3 model hubs by Be Girl users workers trained
egen
Gend d = =
endaer ana age Q Announcement at Expo SUSTAINABLE = _—
T 53% ‘ Ly DEVELOPMENT | [l e . e

GOALS P
Expo achieving ml##‘i'

@ Expo Live Global Innovators

‘ the UN's SDGs
Q Expo ?020 Global BeSt’ Lo gmumn -I LT -I CLMATE -I
Practice Programme Initiatives IEMAIMES LW WhTl
e,
Featured Expo Live and Global Best Practice 4=
61-75 76-90 projects are a selection of total awardees -

YEARS YEARS delivering solutions to achieve the Global Goals




O EXPO DECLARATION

“Expo 2020 Dubai brought the
Global Goals to life as ‘The World's
To-do List’, providing a unique
global stage to inform, inspire and
act on achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals. By
leveraging relatable, empathetic
storytelling, we injected fresh
momentum into the Decade of
Action, mobilising governments,
businesses and the general public
and collecting over 75,000
individual commitments towards
a better future for people and the
planet by 2030. We must build
creative and purposeful partnerships
to catalyse sustainable growth,
inclusive of all stakeholders

along the value chain. For optimal
impact, these collaborations must be
holistic and address the
interdependencies of the SDGs.”

From Expo 2020 Dubai’s
Declaration for People and Planet

Launched on 30 March, 2022, the
Declaration for People and Planet urges
the world to take concerted action to
achieve the SDGs, and celebrates a
movement that will continue long after
the World Expo closed its doors. Scan the
QR code to view the full declaration

Above: Expo 2020 Dubai asked illustrators from around the world to interpret the themes of the Programme for People and Planet.
This Global Goals illustration was created by Russell Abrahams/Yay Abe from South Africa. The numerals depicted in the image identify
each of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals
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