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Lesson 10
Techniques for Video Production
In this lesson, students explore considerations for producing original media assets of all types for the culminating project, a documentary video. The lesson covers graphic images, digital photos, audio files, and video clips. 
This lesson is expected to take 3 class periods.
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Lesson Framework
Learning Objectives
Each student will:
Distinguish effective techniques for creating original media assets of all types 
Evaluate and characterize advanced video-shooting techniques*
Plan a video production, including the roles of the various team members
*This is one of the 16 key learning objectives assessed by the NAFTrack Certification end-of-course exam for this course.
Academic Standards
The relevant Common Core State Standards are too extensive to list here but are an important basis for this lesson. For details, please refer to the separate document “Correlations to the Common Core Standards” (available in the Course Planning Tools section of the course materials).
Design an audio, video and/or film production (Common Career Technical Core 2012, AR-AV 4)
Analyze how the application of visual arts elements and principles of design communicate and express ideas (Common Career Technical Core 2012, AR-VIS 2)
Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes (ISTE NETS for Students 2007, 1a)
Contribute to project teams to produce original works or solve problems (ISTE NETS for Students 2007, 2d)
Plan strategies to guide inquiry (ISTE NETS for Students 2007, 3a)
Plan and manage activities to develop a solution or complete a project (ISTE NETS for Students 2007, 4b)
Exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity (ISTE NETS for Students 2007, 5b)
Assessment
	Assessment Product
	Means of Assessment

	Quiz on video production considerations (Teacher Resource 10.4)
	Answer Key: Video Production Considerations Quiz (Teacher Resource 10.5)


Prerequisites
An overall understanding of the key considerations in digital media production
Instructional Materials 
Teacher Resources
Teacher Resource 10.1, Presentation and Notes: Producing Original Graphics, Photos, and Audio (includes separate PowerPoint file)
Teacher Resource 10.2, Multi-Pass Instructions: Producing Original Graphics, Photos, and Audio
Teacher Resource 10.3, Video: Video Production Ideas (separate video file) * 
Teacher Resource 10.4, Quiz: Video Production Considerations 
Teacher Resource 10.5, Answer Key: Video Production Considerations Quiz
Teacher Resource 10.6, Key Vocabulary: Techniques for Video Production
		* The video is dated; however, it is still relevant, as the goal is to share video production 
			 techniques. In the Phase 2 or 3 redesign of the course, we will update these.
Student Resources
Student Resource 10.1, Note Taking: Producing Original Graphics, Photos, and Audio 
Student Resource 10.2, Reading: Producing Original Graphics, Photos, and Audio 
Student Resource 10.3, Culminating Project Work: Production Scheduling and Roles 
Student Resource 10.4, Reading: The Camera on Production 
Student Resource 10.5, Culminating Project Work: Production Preparation Checklist
Student Resource 10.6, Supplementary Reading: Advanced Lighting on Production
Student Resource 10.7, Supplementary Reading: Advanced Audio Production 
Equipment and Supplies
Equipment for presenting a video to the class (computer connected to an LCD projector or large monitor)
LCD projector and screen for PowerPoint presentation
Blackboard, whiteboard, or flip chart
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Lesson Steps
	Step
	Min.
	Activity

	
	
	class period 1

	1
	10
	Metacognitive Statements: Video Production Process
This activity is designed to help students think about what they already know about the video production process, and what they know they need to learn.  
Ask the students to take out their notebooks and respond to the following prompts about video production techniques:
I know that I know…
I know that I need to find out…
I think…
I wonder…
I believe…
The goal of the entry is for students to evaluate their own thought processes and help them determine what steps they need to take next.
After about five minutes of writing, have students share what they have written with a partner, and then share as a class. Explain to students that this lesson is full of new information about video production, and by the end of the lesson they will be well equipped to begin the video production for their culminating project.

	2
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	25
	Presentation: Producing Original Graphics, Photos, and Audio
This activity gives students an in-depth look at the basic information they need to create usable, quality graphics, photos, and audio clips for their videos. It also develops students’ listening and note-taking skills.
To prepare, make notes to guide class discussion using Teacher Resource 10.1, Presentation Notes: Producing Original Graphics, Photos, and Audio. Have Teacher Resource 10.1, Presentation: Producing Original Graphics, Photos, and Audio (separate PowerPoint file), ready to show as a full-screen slideshow using an LCD projector.
Refer students to Student Resource 10.1, Note Taking: Producing Original Graphics, Photos, and Audio. Instruct them to answer the questions on this note-taking sheet during the presentation.
Present the slideshow. Use the notes you prepared and the questions on the slides to encourage class discussion.
Another option for this presentation is to use the multi-pass method, with the slides printed and posted around the classroom. Follow the instructions in Teacher Resource 10.2, Multi-Pass Instructions: Producing Original Graphics, Photos, and Audio.
This presentation is duplicated as Student Resource 10.2, Reading: Producing Original Graphics, Photos, and Audio. If an LCD projector is unavailable, students can read the presentation, answer the discussion questions in their notebook, and discuss their answers as a class. This student resource is also useful for review. 
After the presentation, divide the class into pairs and have them compare their notes for completeness and accuracy. Invite each pair to share their thoughts and questions.
Point out to students that they will need to apply everything they learned in this presentation to the production of their culminating project video.

	3
	15
	Culminating Project Work: Scheduling and Planning Roles 
In this activity, students learn how to draft a production schedule and divide up responsibilities for production. This activity focuses on the following college and career skills:
Utilizing time efficiently when managing complex tasks 
Demonstrating initiative and resourcefulness in challenging situations
Explain to the students that in the next lesson, they will have four class periods for production of their culminating project video. This will include both collecting existing assets and creating original assets. They will need to use the four class periods efficiently.
Have students use Student Resource 10.3, Culminating Project Work: Production Scheduling and Roles, to plan what assets will be produced each day and what each group member will be expected to produce. The students should be sure to reference their completed asset lists and shot lists that they created in Lesson 8. It is recommended that students use pencils to complete Student Resource 10.3, because the plan will likely need edits before actual production begins.
The final production schedule may be dependent on the student groups’ sharing of equipment (video, photo, audio, etc.) as well as on the availability of interview subjects for video and photo shoots. Think about these considerations and let your students know of anything relevant to scheduling. Depending on your situation, some of the production may happen outside of class time; production occurring outside of class time can be written in the row labeled “Other” on Student Resource 10.3.
There are many ways for groups to organize production and share the workload. Here are a few options:
Each group member is in charge of producing one type of asset.
All of the group members work together to produce each type of asset, one type each day.
Group members rotate, each member producing a different type of asset each day.
Circulate and review the production plans of each group, and make sure you think the plans are workable. Help groups reorganize their plans as needed. Explain that plans can be edited as the groups determine such things as the availability of interview subjects over the coming days. If students are using a cloud-based application like Google Calendar, remind students to update their schedules online.
For homework, instruct students to schedule such items as interviews or on-location shoots. Let students know that they will be able to continue working on this assignment during the first part of the next class period.
This time spent thinking about the scheduling aspects of the video project not only helps students outline exactly what needs to be done, and when, but also serves as a self-editing process, as students are asked to prioritize events, allot time to each as needed, and, possibly, omit previously planned items from their outlines. Asking students to make concrete plans for their video shoots encourages them to think critically about time and how they use it.

	
	
	CLASS PERIOD 2

	4
	10
	Culminating Project Work: Scheduling and Planning Roles (Continued)
The first few minutes of this class period are devoted to wrapping up the scheduling process.
Ask students to continue completing and editing Student Resource 10.3, Culminating Project Work: Production Scheduling and Roles. Remind them to add the new scheduling information that was completed for homework.
Circulate and review the production plans of each group, and make sure you think the plans are workable. Help groups reorganize their plans as needed. Instruct students to place this schedule in their project portfolio for easy access when they begin video production in the next lesson.
To gauge student understanding, you may want to mark this assignment for credit/no credit.
Point out to students that having a workable production schedule is key to a successful video production.

	5
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	20
	Viewing: Shooting a Video Production
This activity introduces students to more advanced video shooting techniques than they used for the minor project. 
Introduce this topic by showing Teacher Resource 10.3, Video: Video Production Ideas (separate video file). This video gives advice and discusses concepts related to framing and focusing shots. Write the following questions on the board and ask students to keep them in mind as they watch the video. 
1. What is the best way to achieve a good color balance? Why is color balance important?
2. How can we ensure that a shot is in focus?
3. When are wide camera angles recommended instead of tight ones? Would it be good to have both in order to insure coverage?
After the video, pair students off, and then ask them to discuss the above questions with their partner. Give students five minutes to discuss, and then reconvene the class and ask each pair to share their thoughts on one of the questions. Also, answer any other questions that arise from the video.
Remind students that achieving good color balance and focus levels will be important in their culminating project productions.

	6
	20
	Read, Talk, Write: The Camera on Production
In this activity, students learn more about camera angles, balance, focus, and other concepts that they will use during the production of their culminating projects. 
Ask students to begin reading Student Resource 10.4, Reading: The Camera on Production. This is a section from a well-known prosumer reference book. 
Ask students to underline the “golden sentence” on each page and circle any new key vocabulary words as they read. Explain that the golden sentence is the one that carries the most important information on a given page; you can also think of it as the punch line. Discuss the idea of a golden sentence with your students and provide an example on the first page of the reading.
Toward the end of the period, bring the class together and ask the students to share their golden sentences with a partner. Answer any questions they have about the golden sentences, and then ask students to identify some of the key vocabulary words they circled and explain what they mean. If students have not completed the entire reading exercise in class, instruct them to finish it for homework.
Tell students that they will have a quiz at the beginning of the next class period covering all that they have learned in this lesson about graphics, photos, audio, framing and focusing shots, and the use of a camcorder. Instruct students to review their readings and notes on all of these topics as homework, in preparation for the quiz.

	
	
	CLASS PERIOD 3

	7
	25
	Quiz: Video Production Considerations
Before the quiz, ask students if they have any questions related to their homework review. If students have questions, try to get other students to give them the right answer. If no students have questions, ask one or two questions of your own to help them prepare for the quiz. 
After about five minutes of questions and answers, pass out the quiz (Teacher Resource 10.4, Quiz: Video Production Considerations). Give students 15 minutes to complete the quiz, and then after they hand in their quizzes, review the answers as a class. 
Assess the quizzes using Teacher Resource 10.5, Answer Key: Video Production Considerations Quiz.
Remind students that it is important that they apply all that they have learned in this lesson, and in particular the items covered in the quiz, when they produce their video in the next lesson. 

	8
	25
	Final Pre-Production Review: Production Plan 
In this activity, students go over their plan and schedule to produce their assets before beginning production. This activity focuses on the following college and career skills:
Demonstrating teamwork and collaboration
Prioritizing and completing tasks without direct oversight
Explain to students that they are getting close to production, and that this is the time to organize and plan any remaining final details. Have students go over Student Resource 10.3, Culminating Project Work: Production Scheduling and Roles, to make sure all assets will get produced as needed and that all group members understand their role. 
Next, have students in their groups use Student Resource 10.5, Culminating Project Work: Production Preparation Checklist, to see if they have everything on the list ready for production. Explain that they will need to take care of any outstanding tasks and details for homework before production begins in the next class period. 
If time allows, have each group briefly report to the class, using the following questions on the board as guidelines:
How do you plan to share roles?
What challenges do you anticipate during production, and how are you planning to meet those challenges?
Remind students that with the completion of this checklist, they are ready to focus their attention on producing their culminating project, a documentary video.


Extensions
Enrichment
If your students have lighting equipment available, have them read Student Resource 10.6, Supplementary Reading: Advanced Lighting on Production, and write an explanation of the considerations that apply to the culminating project.
If your students have advanced audio equipment available, have them read Student Resource 10.7, Supplementary Reading: Advanced Audio Production, and write an explanation of the considerations that apply to the culminating project.
Give students a list of recommended readings and have them write a paragraph in their notebook summarizing the one they chose. A good summary should state the main points of the reading, give the student’s opinion of the topic covered, and put it into a broader context. How can this information be used? What did the student learn from the reading?
Cross-Curricular Integration
Art: Keeping subjects well-lit and in focus is key when shooting most videos, but sometimes dark, overexposed, or blurry images can be used for artistic effect. Ask students to locate one or two examples of nontraditional uses of light and focus (still shots are best for this project) and analyze how the light and focus used affect the overall feel and composition of the piece. Have them present their findings on a poster, where they can explain and give examples of the works they are analyzing.
Journalism: Have students take on the role of reporter and write a news story about the production planning process their group has just completed. Encourage them to use quotes from group members and include photos. If possible, have them “publish” their story. If several students complete this project, group the stories into a collection and distribute it as a newsletter or newspaper for the class and/or for display on a public bulletin board in the school.
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