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Student Resource 13.1
Taxonomy: Dental Terms
Student Name:						 Date:			
Directions: Think of terms related to dentistry. Write them on this list next to the letter they begin with.
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Student Resource 13.2
Reading: How Is a Dental Office Organized?
Most dentists are general practitioners. That means they do regular preventive care and treatment of oral health problems like cavities or mild gum disease. A general practitioner usually has three types of people working in the office with him or her: dental assistants, dental hygienists, and receptionists.Preparing a Dental Tray
Consuelo is a dental assistant. One of her responsibilities is to prepare the trays of instruments.
First, Consuelo checks the appointment log to see what patients are coming in that morning. Different procedures require different instruments. This morning, she is preparing for a routine teeth cleaning.
Consuelo makes sure she has a mask and a pair of gloves already out. She lays out a bib and the short chain called the bib connector, which keeps the bib on the patient.
She puts her gloves and mask on and then grabs a sterilized pack of instruments and opens it up. Consuelo lays the instruments on the tray in the order they will be used, starting with a mirror to look inside the mouth and an “explorer” tool which can be used to check for cavities. 
She also puts a small square of gauze on the tray so she can wipe the mirror clean, and a suction tool, which she can use to draw excess saliva out of the patient’s mouth.
Now the tray is all set and Consuelo can bring in the first patient.

When the day begins, the dental assistant prepares the room or rooms where the dentist will work. This room is called the operatory. The dental assistant cleans and disinfects the room and sets up the equipment based on what appointments are scheduled for that day. The tools the dentist uses have to be sterilized to control the risk of infection.
The receptionist handles duties such as answering phones and greeting patients. When a patient arrives, the assistant brings the patient into the operatory. Since many patients are nervous about dental care, the assistant needs to be reassuring and friendly. The assistant gets the patient seated in the dental chair and puts a bib on the patient to keep the patient’s clothes clean. The assistant usually wears medical scrubs, and when working on a patient, the assistant might wear gloves, eye protection, and a mask for sanitary reasons. The dental hygienist and dentist will also wear protective gear when working with the patient.
If the patient is getting a checkup and cleaning, the dental hygienist usually begins to work with the patient next. Before seeing the patient, the hygienist reviews the patient’s chart to become familiar with the patient’s oral health history. If the patient is new to the dental practice, the hygienist will begin by charting the patient’s oral health history and asking questions about previous dental problems, mouth pain, oral care habits, and so on. With an established patient, the hygienist might just ask a few questions about whether anything has changed since the patient’s last visit. Then the hygienist will do a visual examination of the patient’s mouth, teeth, and gums.
If the patient needs to have X-rays taken, the hygienist does that, sometimes with help from the dental assistant. There are several different types of X-rays that show different parts of the mouth. Once the X-rays have been taken, the hygienist uses several different tools to clean the teeth and gums.
After the cleaning, the dentist sees the patient. The dentist does an examination of the patient’s mouth and recommends specific treatment, like filling a cavity, extracting a tooth, or repairing a damaged tooth. After the examination, the hygienist meets with the patient again and gives the patient specific advice about oral health care. In addition to general tips like brushing twice a day, the hygienist might show the patient a better technique for how to floss or how to use a toothbrush to take care of the gums as well as the teeth.
Every dental office needs someone to keep the office running smoothly. In some smaller offices the dental assistant does this work, but most offices have a dental receptionist. The receptionist’s duties include greeting patients who enter the office, making appointments, and billing patients or insurance companies. Some dentists have a large office with several operatories. In that case, the receptionist is the one responsible for keeping the dentist on schedule, reminding the dentist which patient needs to be seen next, and making sure the dentist has the right charts available for each patient. 
After each patient, the dental assistant cleans the operatory, takes the instruments away to be sterilized, and sets up a new instrument tray for the dentist and hygienist to use.
Some dental offices open early in the morning so people can have appointments before work, and most cleaning appointments take an hour to an hour and a half of the hygienist’s time. Some dental offices are open on evenings or weekends to accommodate patients with busy schedules.
Many dentists are in private practice, which means they are their own boss. In addition to taking care of their patients, dentists in private practice are running their own business, so they have some of the same responsibilities as a business owner, like buying equipment or hiring new staff.
At the end of each day, there are a few tasks that still need to be handled. Dental models might need to be shipped to a lab, or the dentist might need to consult with a specialist about how to care for a particular patient. The assistant is responsible for making sure all the instruments have been sterilized and all the equipment is being maintained properly. The hygienist and the dentist share responsibility for making sure the patient charts are up to date before the receptionist files them away.
A dental office has a team of people who work together closely. Each person plays an important role in making sure their patients enjoy good oral health.
Student Resource 13.3
Venn Diagram: Doctors’ and Dentists’ Offices
Student Names:_______________________________________________________ Date:___________
Directions: Using Student Resource 13.2 for information about a dental office, and referring back to Student Resource 7.3, Reading: Health Care Professionals’ Roles in a Doctor’s Office, compare and contrast characteristics of a doctor’s office and a dentist’s office in this Venn diagram. 
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Student Resource 13.4
Note Taking: Dental Health Procedures
Student Name:_______________________________________________________ Date:___________
Directions: During the presentation Dental Health Procedures, use this chart to take notes. Write down each procedure in the left column. Then write down a brief explanation of the purpose of the procedure in the middle column. In the right column, write down the job title of the professional who does the procedure.
	Procedure
	Its Purpose
	Who Does It?

	



	
	

	




	
	

	




	
	

	




	
	

	



	
	


Student Resource 13.5
Reading: Dental Health Procedures
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In this lesson you are going to learn about common dental health procedures and the dental health professionals who are responsible for them.
[image: C:\Users\Mika\Documents\Pearson\2015\June\2\HealthCareers_Lesson13_Presentation1_ROOT_053015\Slide2.JPG]
All of us encounter dentists, dental hygienists, and dental assistants on an ordinary visit to the dental office. The dental assistant answers the phone, makes appointments, and prepares the equipment for each patient. It takes one year of training and classes to become a dental assistant.
The dental hygienist evaluates a patient’s oral hygiene, takes his or her oral health history, and does general teeth cleaning. It takes two to four years of schooling to become a dental hygienist.
A dentist treats tooth decay, fills cavities, extracts teeth, and may do other dental procedures that you will learn about in this presentation. To become a dentist, a person must graduate from college and complete four years of dental school.
A pediatric dentist specializes in treating children. A pediatric dentist does many of the same procedures as a regular dentist. You may have a pediatric dentist now, or you might have gone to one in the past. A pediatric dentist must complete college, dental school, and two years of post-dental-school training in working with children and children’s teeth.
All dental professionals must pass national certification exams and/or state certification exams after they finish their schooling.
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Many people visit an orthodontist to get crooked teeth corrected, and many people need an oral surgeon to remove their wisdom teeth. 
Visiting an endodontist or periodontist is less common, but it might be necessary if you have certain oral health conditions. Prosthodontists work to repair damage to a patient’s smile. This can include replacing missing teeth or doing cosmetic dentistry to make the teeth look better.
All of these specialists must complete college, dental school, and two to three years of post-dental-school training in their specialty, plus the appropriate licensing exams.
Specialists may have their own dental offices or they might share a dental office with other dentists. Some oral surgeons work at a hospital to repair jaw and mouth deformities or damage caused by car accidents.
Dental lab technicians do not visit with patients, but they work together with prosthodonists and orthodontists to create the dental implants and orthodontic devices that some people need as part of their oral health care. A dental lab technician needs two years of training and classes, plus a certification exam.
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A dental cleaning is like a checkup for your teeth. When a patient has a cleaning, he or she interacts primarily with the dental hygienist. The hygienist begins by asking about the patient’s dental history and any dental problems he might have. The hygienist might take X-rays of the patient’s teeth as well. X-rays can be used to identify some problems, like tooth decay or gum loss. X-rays can also identify teeth that are still coming in, which can be very important when treating children or teenagers.
Then the hygienist examines the patient’s mouth, looking for gum disease, cavities, cracked or loose teeth, or any problems with previous dental work, like a loose filling. Next, the hygienist cleans the patient’s teeth, using dental tools to remove plaque deposits from above and below the gum line.
Once the cleaning is done, the dentist comes in to check on any problems. The dentist uses the X-rays and dental history, plus a visual examination, to determine if the patient has cavities that need filling or if the patient needs to be referred to a specialist for anything.
After the dentist examines the patient, the hygienist might come back to give advice about brushing and flossing techniques or other things the patient can do to improve his or her oral health.
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Cavities, or dental caries, are holes in the teeth caused by tooth decay. Some cavities hurt, but sometimes a patient can have a cavity with little or no pain. Even if it doesn’t hurt, a cavity needs to be filled. Cavities that aren’t treated can become bigger problems.
A cavity can be filled with many different substances, including gold, silver amalgam, or composite. Gold fillings last a long time, but they are expensive. Silver amalgam fillings are less expensive, but they are very noticeable in someone’s mouth. Composite fillings can be colored to match the patient’s teeth, but they do not last as long as gold or silver fillings do. Dentists often use composite fillings on noticeable teeth, like those right in front.
When it’s time to fill a cavity, the dentist tells the assistant which material to use. The assistant prepares the filling material and sets up a tray with all the equipment the dentist needs. During the procedure, the assistant hands the dentist tools and suctions excess saliva out of the patient’s mouth.
The dentist may give the patient a local anesthetic to numb the tooth. Then the dentist uses a drill to remove the decayed part of the tooth. The dentist will clean the parts of the tooth that are left and fill in the tooth with the filling material. After the procedure, the assistant cleans up and sterilizes the instruments.
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Dental sealants are a preventive measure designed to reduce the risk of tooth decay. After the teeth are thoroughly cleaned, a special gel is placed on the surface. The tooth is washed and dried, and then the sealant is placed on the chewing surface of the tooth. It takes about a minute for the sealant to form a protective barrier over the tooth. Sealants are usually invisible in a patient’s mouth. They can last 5–10 years and can be reapplied.
Pediatric dentists, also called pedodontists, are frequently called upon to apply dental sealants. Since the sealant is a preventive measure, it is most appropriate to apply it to brand new teeth. Permanent molar teeth usually come in between the ages of 6 and 12, so a pediatric dentist is often the likely person to apply the sealant.
In addition to applying sealants, pediatric dentists might fill cavities or extract teeth. A pediatric dentist is trained to do all the things a general dentist can do, but the pediatric dentist has more training in working with kids and more knowledge about how to handle problems that might happen with baby teeth.
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When a cavity goes a long time without being treated, it can break through the tooth enamel and the dentin until it reaches the pulp of the tooth. When bacteria gets into the tooth pulp, it can spread quickly and the tooth can become abscessed. An abscessed tooth can make someone very sick.
Sometimes a general practitioner dentist will perform the root canal, but an endodontist specializes in diagnosis and treatment of problems with the dental pulp and dental nerves. If a root canal looks like it will be complicated, the general dentist will refer the patient to an endodontist. 
The endodontist uses X-rays to determine the extent of the damage in the patient’s mouth. Then, working under local anesthesia, the endodontist drills into the tooth and removes all the bacteria and decayed nerve tissue. The endodontist rinses out the tooth to make sure it is totally clean, then seals it back up with a sealer paste and a rubber compound. Then the endodontist fills in the hole that was drilled in the tooth. Because the hole is large, some people need a crown or other restorative dental work after a root canal.
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Many things happen before someone gets braces. An orthodontist begins by evaluating how crooked the patient’s teeth are. If the patient doesn’t have all her permanent teeth in yet, the orthodontist may use X-rays to predict how the teeth will grow in. Then the orthodontist creates a plan for how to address problems including crooked teeth, an irregular bite pattern, or gaps between teeth. In addition to braces, the orthodontist may use tools like headgear or rubber bands to help the teeth move.
Most people get braces during their preteen or teen years. The brackets can be metal or plastic. Plastic brackets are less noticeable, but they can get stained by food and they aren’t as durable as metal brackets. Braces work by slowly putting pressure on the teeth to force them to move. Once the braces are removed, most patients receive a retainer that is designed to help the teeth “remember” where they should be.
Invisalign is an alternative approach that orthodontists sometimes use to straighten teeth. Invisalign uses a series of clear plastic trays rather than metal wires to achieve movement. 
Many people get orthodontic treatment for cosmetic reasons—they think they look better with straight teeth. But orthodontic care can also correct speech impediments, and it can fix bite problems that interfere with a person’s ability to chew food properly. Plus, it is easier to maintain good oral health if your teeth are spaced properly and not crowded together at strange angles.
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Wisdom teeth usually grow in between the ages of 17 and 25. No one is totally sure why they are called wisdom teeth, but most people think it’s because these teeth come in when you are older and presumably wiser than you were as a child. 
Scientists think that ancient humans had larger jaws, so these teeth fit in their mouths. But over time, the human mouth has shrunk, so even though these teeth still come in, there isn’t really much room for them. 
Some people have their wisdom teeth removed as a preventive measure. Other people wait until the teeth become impacted or infected. Wisdom teeth removal is a type of surgery and is sometimes done under general anesthetic, but can also be done under local anesthetic with sedation. Some organizations recommend against removing the teeth as a preventive measure, because it could be an unnecessary surgery.
Any dentist can extract a tooth. They might pull out a baby tooth so that the adult tooth can grow in more easily, or they might pull out an adult tooth if it is damaged beyond repair. Oral surgeons typically remove teeth that have not fully come in yet, such as wisdom teeth. Because this involves cutting into the gums and removing teeth close to the jaw bone, it requires a surgeon.
Image retrieved from http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:US_Navy_030728-N-0023O-078_Lt._Cmdr._Al_Parulis_(left),_the_ship%27s_oral_surgeon,_aided_by_Dental_Technician_2nd_Class_C.J._Garrison,_applies_gauze_to_a_patient%5Ersquo,s_wisdom_tooth_during_oral_surgery_in_dental_spaces_aboard_US.jpg. Image courtesy of Photographer’s Mate Airman Kyle L. O’Neill.
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A general dentist can treat mild forms of gum disease, but for something more serious the patient will need to see a periodontist. Periodontists treat all forms of gum disease, from mild inflammation (gingivitis) to advanced gum disease, called periodontitis. Advanced gum disease affects 4%-12% of the adult population. As the gums become more severely inflamed, they begin to pull away, or recede, from the teeth. This can require the patient to get a gum graft.
During the gum graft procedure, a periodontist takes tissue from another part of the patient’s mouth and grafts it, or attaches it, to the place where the gums have receded. This procedure is done under local anesthetic.
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Dental impressions are a way for dental professionals to get an exact model of a patient’s teeth and gums. The liquid in the tray, sometimes called dental alginate, solidifies and forms a negative mold. In other words, there are dents in the mold where each tooth is, as you can see in one of the photos above. The blue stuff is dental alginate. By filling up that mold with a cement-like substance, a dental lab technician can make a dental model, which you can see in the far-right photo.
Impressions, and the models created by impressions, can be used to design many different oral appliances that must be custom fit to each patient’s mouth. This work is done by a dental lab technician.
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Dental lab technicians are the only dental professionals we’ve learned about who do not interact with patients directly, but their work is very important to maintaining a patient’s dental health. They might make the following:
· Full dentures for people who don’t have any teeth
· Partial dentures or bridges for people who are missing one or a few teeth
· Crowns (caps for teeth that restore their original size and shape)
· Veneers (to make teeth look better)
· Implant crowns (the tooth-shaped part on the top of a dental implant)
· Orthodontic appliances (headgear, etc.) to help teeth move
· Custom mouth guards to reduce damage from teeth grinding
Many dental lab technicians are very good at handling delicate and complicated instruments and equipment. They have to be very precise and careful about their work.
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While bridges and dentures can be used to replace missing teeth, dental implants are the closest thing to getting a real tooth back. The implants are much stronger than dentures or bridges. A bridge is cemented onto the teeth, but an implant is attached to the jaw with a metal post.
Dental implants are much stronger and can look more like real teeth than bridges or dentures. It can be easier to chew food, and if the patient takes good care of the implants, they can last a lifetime. 
However, dental implant surgery is time consuming. After getting the post installed, the patient must wait 6–12 weeks for the gum to heal before the crown can be installed. Also, because implantation is a type of oral surgery, people with heart conditions or other medical problems can’t get implants. Implants can also be very expensive, and insurance typically does not pay for the procedure.
In addition to working on dental implants, prosthodontists do other cosmetic dentistry procedures. They specialize in making a patient’s smile look better. But their work can be just as complicated as other dental specialties, especially if they are helping someone who had major facial or jaw trauma.
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General dentists can do some of the specialized procedures, like root canals, if they get additional training. However, most specialists do not do regular dental care, like cleanings. 
With the exception of dental lab technicians, all of these jobs involve working with people. Since some people are nervous about going to the dentist, having a good bedside manner is very important. In addition to that, people working in dentistry need to be detail oriented and good at working in small spaces. All dental workers have the opportunity to help people, and specialists may be able to solve serious oral health problems, which is even more rewarding.

Student Resource 13.6
Writing Assignment: Dental Health Professional Reference Sheet
Student Names:_______________________________________________________ Date:___________
Directions: Follow the instructions below to research and write a reference sheet for a dental health professional. Your target audience for the reference sheet is high school students who are interested in a career as a dental health professional. Before you begin work, look at some of the reference sheets in your notebook and think about what makes them informative, well organized, and interesting. Make sure you read and understand the assessment criteria at the end of this resource before you begin work.
Pick one of the dental health professions below as the subject of your reference sheet. You may want to choose a profession that you think is related to your culminating project work. If you would like to use a profession that is not on this list, check with your teacher first.
Dentist, http://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/dentists.htm 
Periodontist, http://www.perio.org/consumer/periodontist2.htm 
Oral surgeon, http://www.iaoms.org/faq/    
Pediatric dentist, http://www.healthychildren.org/English/family-life/health-management/pediatric-specialists/Pages/What-is-a-Pediatric-Dentist.aspx
Endodontist, http://www.dentists.org/go/general-dentistry/article/endodontist.html
Orthodontist, http://kidshealth.org/kid/health_problems/teeth/orthodontist.html
Prosthodontist, http://www.gotoapro.org/why-see-a-prosthodontist/
Dental assistant, http://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/dental-assistants.htm 
Dental hygienist, http://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/dental-hygienists.htm 
Dental laboratory technician, http://www.bls.gov/ooh/production/dental-and-ophthalmic-laboratory-technicians-and-medical-appliance-technicians.htm 
Use the chart at the end of this assignment sheet to take notes as you research the dental health professional you have chosen. Begin your research using the URL provided in Step 1. You may need to go to more than one site to complete your research. Ask your teacher to verify any additional sites that you would like to use. Use the following descriptions of each section to guide you in your note taking. 
NEW! Description of job and visual. For this reference sheet, you have a new component: a description of the kinds of procedures someone in this job might do and a visual aid. These two items should make up the first page of your reference sheet. The purpose of this first page is to attract your classmates’ attention and encourage them to read more about the dental health professional you chose. For example, if you choose an endodontist, you might write a brief description of a root canal and provide a diagram showing how a root canal works. If you choose an orthodontist, you might provide illustrations of braces, headgear, and so on, and explain the purpose of each tool.
A snapshot. In this section describe in a paragraph a moment in the daily life of the dental health professional. The snapshot should read like a brief story or a description of a scene. 
Major responsibilities. In this section write a paragraph that gives an overview of the major responsibilities the dental health professional has. In this paragraph you can include information about where the dental health professional typically works.
Qualities and skills. In this section write a paragraph that explains the key qualities and important skills the dental health professional needs to excel at his or her work. For example, if the dental health professional works with patients who are in pain, one quality may be compassion. 
What do I need to do to make it happen? In this section explain in a paragraph the steps that a person who is interested in the career needs to take. For example, what kind of post-high school education is needed? What should the person major in? What licensing or certification is required? 
How can I prepare now? In this section explain in a paragraph things a person can do in high school to prepare for a career as a dental health professional. What are specific courses that are important to take in high school? Is there volunteer work that will help the person prepare? 
After you have completed your research, review your notes. Once you have a clear idea about what you are going to write in each section, begin to write. Write at least one paragraph for each section. You may refer to the reference sheets in your notebook at any time. As you write, make sure that each paragraph has a main idea and supporting details.
When you have finished writing, review your reference sheet and make sure that it meets the assessment criteria below. Make any necessary changes.
Make sure your reference sheet meets or exceeds the following assessment criteria:
The reference sheet demonstrates an understanding of roles, responsibilities, qualities, skills, and education requirements of the profession featured. 
The information on the reference sheet is accurate and represents thoughtful research.
The information on the reference sheet is presented clearly and is geared toward the target audience.
Each paragraph on the reference sheet has a clear main idea and supporting details.
The reference sheet is neat and uses proper spelling and grammar.


Notes about the Dental Health Professional I Am Researching 
	Description of a procedure the professional might perform





	Visual/illustration






	Pathway:

	A snapshot 




	Major responsibilities





	Qualities and skills




	Steps high school students need to take to get into this career



	Things a high school student can do now to prepare for this career




Student Resource 13.7
Note Taking: Dental Health Professions
Student Name:							 Date:			
Directions: As you read your classmates’ reference sheets, complete the worksheet below for each of the careers you learn about.
	Career:


	Would it be a good fit for me?


	Why or why not?






	Career:


	Would it be a good fit for me?


	Why or why not?






	Career:


	Would it be a good fit for me?


	Why or why not?
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Student Resource 13.8
Pathways: Dental Health Careers
Student Name:							 Date:			
Directions: Write down the dental health professions you have learned about under the appropriate pathway. Next to each job title, write down why you classified the job that way. An example is provided.
	Therapeutic Services
	Diagnostic Services
	Health Informatics
	Support Services
	Biotechnology Research and Development

	
















	Oral pathologist – diagnoses mouth cancers, does biopsies
	
	
	




Student Resource 13.9
Note Taking: Dental Charting
Student Name:_______________________________________________________ Date:___________
Directions: Use this resource to take notes during the presentation about dental charting.
Parts of the Tooth
Label the parts of a tooth as you learn them during the presentation.
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Sides of a Tooth
Label the sides of the tooth—buccal, labial, lingual, palatal, occlusal, incisal, mesial, and distal—as you learn them.
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Numbering Teeth
Use standard dental charting numbers to number each tooth.
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Student Resource 13.10
Reading: Dental Charting
[image: C:\Users\Mika\Documents\Pearson\2015\June\2\HealthCareers_Lesson13_Presentation2_ROOT_053015\Slide1.JPG]
In this lesson you will learn about how a dentist or dental hygienist uses a dental chart to track a patient’s oral health. You will also learn about the terms dental professionals use to refer to the parts of the tooth and the parts of the mouth.
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All dental professionals need to be familiar with the anatomy of a tooth. The part of the tooth that we can see in our mouths is called the crown. That is why the visible part of a dental implant is also called a crown. The bottom part of the tooth, where it connects to the jaw, is called the root. Some of the other important parts of the tooth are described below, starting from the crown down to the root.
The enamel is the hardest part of the tooth. It is the white outer part of the tooth that makes up the crown. Enamel is primarily made up of a mineral called calcium phosphate. A cavity begins when bacteria eats away at tooth enamel and causes a hole.
Beneath the enamel is the dentin. Dentin is the middle layer of the tooth. If a cavity is left untreated, it damages the dentin.
Pulp is the softer inner structure of a tooth. It has blood vessels and nerves inside it. If a cavity is really bad, it damages the pulp, and this requires a root canal treatment.
Cementum is connective tissue that connects the tooth’s roots to the gums and jawbone.
Periodontal ligaments are also tissue that help hold the teeth tightly against the jaw. When patients have severe periodontal disease, their teeth can feel loose because of damage to this tissue.
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Most people have all of their permanent teeth by around age 13, except for wisdom teeth, which come in later. Including wisdom teeth, there are 16 teeth on the top and 16 teeth on the bottom, for a total of 32 teeth in the human mouth.
The front middle teeth are called the incisors. There are four on the top and four on the bottom. The incisors are good for biting into things, like taking a bite out of an apple.
Next to the incisors are the canines. These are pointed teeth. There are two on the top and two on the bottom, one on each side of the incisors. 
Next are the premolars. These teeth are flatter than the canines, but smaller than the molars. There are two on each side of the top and two on each side of the bottom.
Next are the molars. These are large flat teeth in the rear of the mouth that are good for grinding up food. There is a first molar and a second molar on each side (a total of four molars on top and four on the bottom).
The third molar is the wisdom tooth. There is one wisdom tooth on the top and bottom of each side (four total). Wisdom teeth, as you already learned, come in later than other teeth and are often removed because they make the mouth too crowded.
[image: C:\Users\Mika\Documents\Pearson\2015\June\2\HealthCareers_Lesson13_Presentation2_ROOT_053015\Slide4.JPG]
When a dentist wants to note something about a tooth, such as a cavity, he uses a set of terminology that describes the different surfaces of each tooth.
The buccal surface of the tooth is the surface closest to the cheek, what you might think of as the outside of your teeth. 
The outside, or front of your incisors, is called the labial surface because your incisors aren’t by your cheeks―they’re by your lips, and labia is another term for lip. 
The inside of your bottom teeth is called the lingual surface because it is near your tongue, and the inside of your upper teeth is called the palatal surface because it is near your palate (the roof of your mouth).
The sides of the teeth that touch other teeth are called the mesial and distal surfaces, or proximal surfaces. The mesial side faces the front of the mouth and the distal side faces the back of the mouth. If you’re a dentist and you see a cavity forming on the first premolar where it touches the incisor, you would note that it was on the mesial side of the tooth.
When an orthodontist installs braces, they go on the labial and buccal surfaces of the patient’s teeth. Other orthodontic hardware, like bands, might go all the way around the tooth, but the brackets and wires for braces are only on the front of the teeth.
This image from Dr. S.J. Nangle is included under fair-use guidelines of Title 17, US Code. Copyrights belong to respective owners. Retrieved from http://www.dentalwisdom.com/training/anatomy/dentalcharting12357.swf on May 7, 2012. 
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The tops of the front teeth are called the incisal surface. Remember, the front teeth are the incisors and the canines, so that name makes sense.
The tops of premolar and molar teeth are called the occlusal surface. These are flatter teeth used for grinding, so they wouldn’t be called incisal.
If a dentist informs a patient about a cavity on the top of the second premolar, it would be a cavity on the occlusal surface.
This image from Dr. S.J. Nangle is included under fair-use guidelines of Title 17, US Code. Copyrights belong to respective owners. Retrieved from http://www.dentalwisdom.com/training/anatomy/dentalcharting12357.swf on May 7, 2012. 
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Sometimes it is easier for a dentist or hygienist to refer to Tooth 23 rather than saying “bottom lateral incisor on the left side.” However, it is important to keep in mind that this diagram shows all adult teeth. If someone’s wisdom teeth have been removed (or they haven’t come in yet), Teeth 1, 16, 17, and 32 wouldn’t be there. The dentist would need to make a note that those four teeth were not visible and why (because they had been extracted or because they hadn’t come in yet).
This is a chart for adult teeth. Baby teeth are not numbered. Instead, the pediatric dentist records information using the letters A–T, with A–J on top and K–T on the bottom. Children have fewer teeth than adults because their jaws are smaller, so they need a completely different method of identifying teeth.
This image is included under fair-use guidelines of Title 17, US Code. Copyrights belong to respective owners. Retrieved from http://www.aboutcosmeticdentistry.com/resources/tooth_chart.html on May 7, 2012.
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This dental chart uses a box to represent each tooth. The blue and green sections of the box represent the right side of the patient’s mouth, and the red and yellow sections represent the left side of a patient’s mouth.
Even though this chart doesn’t have numbers, the dentist will still call out the tooth numbers when working on the patient. If you look at the images above and compare them to the numbered tooth chart you just saw, you can see that Tooth 1 would go in the first blue box, while Tooth 19 would go in the third yellow box from the end.
This image from Dr. S.J. Nangle is included under fair-use guidelines of Title 17, US Code. Copyrights belong to respective owners. Retrieved from http://www.dentalwisdom.com/training/anatomy/dentalcharting12357.swf on May 7, 2012.
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Having the assistant complete the chart is a good idea because it prevents cross-contamination. The dentist has gloves on. If he stops to write in the chart, he could contaminate the chart with blood or saliva from the patient. If he types on the computer in gloves and then goes back to work on the patient, he could bring germs from the keyboard into the patient’s mouth. Taking his gloves off to type and putting them back on to examine the patient would be too time consuming. It is better for infection control and more efficient for the dentist to have the assistant write or type the results of his examination. Some dentists wear a headset and use voice-activated software so they can dictate straight into the computer, allowing the assistant to see other patients.
Whether the dentist uses a paper chart or computer software, charting works in the same way. Whenever a patient comes in, the dentist does a visual exam and charts what he sees. For a returning patient, he is primarily making notes about anything new, like a cavity that developed since the last visit or a new tooth erupting in a younger patient. In a new patient, the first exam takes more time because the dentist needs to get a complete record of the patient’s mouth.
[image: C:\Users\Mika\Documents\Pearson\2015\June\2\HealthCareers_Lesson13_Presentation2_ROOT_053015\Slide9.JPG]
Imagine the dentist is seeing a brand new patient. The dentist usually begins by noting any teeth that aren’t there. These could be teeth that were extracted or lost, or in a younger patient they might be teeth that haven’t come in yet (unerupted). Next, in a younger patient the dentist would note any teeth that are currently erupting or coming in.
The next step is to identify dental caries (cavities) and fillings that already exist. The dentist would note where on a tooth the cavity or filling is and also what the filling is made of (amalgam, composite, or gold).
After identifying cavities and fillings, the dentist looks for other dental work that has already been done―bridges, crowns, root canals, and so on. Many dental treatments, like fillings, last for a limited time. Any time there has been damage to a tooth, the dentist needs to recheck it on every visit to see if more damage has been done. For example, an old filling might fall out, leaving a bigger hole in the tooth that would need to be refilled. The dentist also looks for other, less common problems, like an abscessed tooth or the need for endodontic treatments like a root canal. All these things are noted on the chart.
Once the dentist has thoroughly examined the teeth, periodontal charting begins. The dentist uses a probe to evaluate how healthy the gums are and how well they are attached to the tooth. This may indicate the need for periodontal treatment.
[image: C:\Users\Mika\Documents\Pearson\2015\June\2\HealthCareers_Lesson13_Presentation2_ROOT_053015\Slide10.JPG]
The first thing a dentist does is identify any teeth that are missing or have been extracted. This is important for several reasons. First of all, missing teeth can be a serious problem the dentist needs to address. The dentist needs to determine if teeth that aren’t visible have been extracted, have fallen out or been knocked out, or, in the case of younger patients, haven’t come in yet.
As the dentist evaluates the patient’s teeth, he or she may find teeth that need to be extracted. Those teeth also need to be marked, because the dentist wouldn’t want to do any work on teeth that are going to be removed. 
If you were working on a patient whose wisdom teeth had been removed, you would cross out the boxes for Teeth 1, 16, 17, and 32. In other words, you would cross out the very first box and the very last box on the top and the bottom of your chart because those teeth would be gone.
Images adapted from http://www.dentalwisdom.com/training/anatomy/dentalcharting12357.swf. The image is included under fair-use guidelines of Title 17, US Code. Copyrights belong to respective owners. 
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Remember that the occlusal surface is the top flat part of molars and premolars. The boxes above represent molars and the smaller box in the middle is the occlusal surface. So if the cavity is only on the occlusal surface, you would draw and fill in a circle in the small center box, as you can see in Box 1 above.
If the filling covers more than one surface, you need to show that on the chart. Box 2 shows as a distal-occlusal filling. You can tell because it is a longer shape that extends from one edge of the tooth into the middle.
In addition to noting where fillings are, a dental chart will make note of what the filling is made of (amalgam, composite, or gold). Different dentists use different methods to make note of what material was used. Often they will color code their charts (black for amalgam, blue for composite, etc.) or use abbreviations, especially for materials like gold that may not be used as often.
Images adapted from http://www.dentalwisdom.com/training/anatomy/dentalcharting12357.swf. The image is included under fair-use guidelines of Title 17, US Code. Copyrights belong to respective owners. 
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Notice that fillings are represented by a filled-in circle, while cavities are represented by an empty circle or box. 
If you needed to mark a disto-incisal cavity, you would focus on the boxes in the middle of the chart. Notice that they are laid out differently and they don’t have a smaller box in the middle. That’s because they represent teeth with an incisal surface rather than an occlusal surface.
Tooth 8 is one of the middle front teeth on the top. Counting from the left, you would count in eight boxes. Then, to draw the cavity, you would cover both the triangle on the left side of Box 8 and part of the incisal surfaces in the middle. Look on the next slide for an example.
Images adapted from http://www.dentalwisdom.com/training/anatomy/dentalcharting12357.swf. The image is included under fair-use guidelines of Title 17, US Code. Copyrights belong to respective owners. 
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Can you see how the mark covers the small triangle on one side (the distal surface) and part of the two middle shapes (the incisal surfaces)? The dentist would recommend having this cavity filled, and the mark would then be filled in with a disto-incisal filling, which would look a lot like the distal-occlusal filling you saw earlier.
Images adapted from http://www.dentalwisdom.com/training/anatomy/dentalcharting12357.swf. The image is included under fair-use guidelines of Title 17, US Code. Copyrights belong to respective owners. 
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Look at the X-rays above. These are bitewing X-rays, like you just learned about. You should be able to identify the crown and root of these teeth; if you look very carefully you might even see that the patient has one filling, which shows up as a bright white spot on the crown of the tooth and is visible in several of the X-rays.
Imagine you are a dental hygienist. If the dentist tells you “This cavity has broken through the enamel and is most of the way through the dentin,” is that good or bad? You need to know that it’s bad―if the cavity is almost through the dentin, the patient is getting close to needing a root canal rather than a simple filling. By knowing the right terminology, you can keep patient charts up to date and have clear communication with other dental and health professionals. 

Student Resource 13.11
Practice: Dental Charting
Student Name:							 Date:			
Directions: Using the information in the dental charting key, play the role of the dental assistant. Read each of the dentist's observations and make the correct markings on the dental chart.
Dental Charting Key
	Item to Be Recorded
	How to Record
	Example
	[image: ]

	Cavity
	Draw an empty circle or shape across the surface(s) to indicate a cavity
	

	

	Filling
	Draw a filled-in circle or shape across the surface(s) to indicate a filling
	[image: ]
	

	Full gold crown
	Write FGC across the box
	[image: ]
	

	Missing tooth
	Draw an X through the box
	[image: ]
	

	Tooth to be extracted
	Draw a single slanted line through the box
	[image: ]
	


Dentist's Observations:
The patient is missing Tooth 24.
We are going to extract the patient's wisdom teeth.
The patient has an amalgam mesial-occlusal filling on Tooth 3.
The patient has an amalgam incisal filling on Tooth 10.
The patient has an occlusal cavity on Tooth 19.
The patient has a full gold crown on Tooth 28.
Dental Chart
[image: ]
Student Resource 13.12
Reference: New Patient Information Sheet
Patient Information
Patient Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: _____________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________
Street 		City/State 		Zip code
Sex (M or F) ___________Marital Status:_________________ Birth Date ________________________
Phone (Home) ________________ Phone (Work) _________________ Cell # ____________________
Email Address ______________________________________Social Security #____________________
Insurance Information
Subscriber Name _______________________ SS #___________________ Birth Date ______________
Insurance Company ______________________ Group Number ________________ 

Health Information
Do you have or have you had any of the following conditions? Please check those that apply:
____ Allergies		 ____ Epilepsy 		____ HIV/AIDS		 ____ Pregnancy
____ Anemia 		 ____ Glaucoma 	____ Kidney disease 		 ____ Penicillin allergy
____ Taking aspirin 	 ____ Heart attack	____ Liver disease 		 ____ Respiratory 
											problems
____ Artificial joints 	 ____ Heart disease 	____ Mental disorders		 ____ Rheumatic fever
____ Arthritis		 ____ Heart murmur 	 ____Mitral valve prolapse	 ____ Sinus problems
____ Cancer		 ____ Hepatitis		____ Nervous system disorders	              ____ STDs
____ Diabetes		 ____ High blood 	____ Pacemaker		 ____ Tuberculosis
				pressure
Do you have any conditions or illnesses not listed above? ________ If so, please list them.
____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you currently taking any over-the-counter or prescription medications? _______ If so,
please list them. __________________________________________________________________
Circle any of the following medications you may be allergic to:
Aspirin 		Darvocet 	Valium 		Novocaine 	Xylocaine 	Darvon
Erythromycin 	Penicillin 	Tetracycline 	Percodan 	Codeine
If any, what other medications are you allergic to? _________________________________________


	Yes
	No
	Have you lost any of your teeth?
	Yes
	No
	Do your gums bleed when you brush or floss?

	Yes
	No
	Do you have tooth or jaw discomfort?
	Yes
	No
	Do you have frequent headaches?

	Yes
	No
	Do you have a click or pop in your jaw joint?
	Yes
	No
	Are your teeth sensitive to hot/cold?

	Yes
	No
	Are any teeth uncomfortable when biting down?
	Yes
	No
	Do you clench or grind your teeth?

	Yes
	No
	Would you like information on tooth whitening or aesthetic treatments to improve your smile?



Are there any conditions or concerns about your health that we need to discuss that have not been covered in this questionnaire? 
Student Resource 13.13
Reference: Dental Health and Other Health Issues
Directions: Follow your teacher's instructions to choose a disease or medical condition that you would like to research. Then use the links provided to learn more about how the disease or medical condition can affect a patient’s dental health and dental care.
Diseases and medical conditions: allergies, taking aspirin, arthritis, cancer, diabetes, epilepsy, heart attack, heart disease, hepatitis, high blood pressure, HIV/AIDS, kidney disease, pacemaker implantation, pregnancy, penicillin allergy, respiratory problems, rheumatic fever, sexually transmitted diseases, tuberculosis
Dental Care and Diabetes, http://www.webmd.com/oral-health/guide/dental-health-dental-care-diabetes 
Cardiovascular Diseases and Oral Health, http://my.clevelandclinic.org/services/heart/prevention/risk-factors/hic-oral-health-cardiovascular-diseases
High Blood Pressure and Oral Health, http://www.richmondinstitute.com/the-link-between-blood-pressure-and-oral-health
Pacemaker Implantation and Oral Health, http://www.ada.org/en/member-center/oral-health-topics/ultrasonic-devices-and-cardiac-pacemakers
Dental Care and Pregnancy, http://www.webmd.com/oral-health/dental-care-pregnancy 
Oral Care for Cancer Patients, http://www.colgate.com/app/CP/US/EN/OC/Information/Articles/Oral-and-Dental-Health-Basics/Medical-Conditions/Cancer-Oral-Health/article/Oral-Care-for-Cancer-Patients.cvsp
Dental Problems Associated with HIV/AIDS, http://www.colgate.com/app/CP/US/EN/OC/Information/Articles/Oral-and-Dental-Health-Basics/Medical-Conditions/HIV-AIDS-and-Oral-Health/article/Dental-Problems-Associated-with-HIV-AIDS.cvsp
Dental Health for People with Kidney Disease, http://www.davita.com/kidney-disease/overview/symptoms-and-diagnosis/dental-health-for-people-with-kidney-disease/e/4731
STDs and Related Conditions, http://www.colgate.com/app/CP/US/EN/OC/Information/Articles/Oral-and-Dental-Health-Basics/Medical-Conditions/Physical-Disorder-Oral-Effects/article/STDs-and-Related-Conditions.cvsp
Dental Care: Hepatitis, http://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/infectioncontrol/factsheets/hepb.htm
Dental Care: Respiratory Diseases and Conditions, http://www.colgate.com/app/CP/US/EN/OC/Information/Articles/Oral-and-Dental-Health-Basics/Medical-Conditions/Physical-Disorder-Oral-Effects/article/Respiratory.cvsp
Rheumatic Fever, http://texasheart.org/HIC/Topics/Cond/rheufev.cfm
Dental Care, Tuberculosis, http://www.ada.org/en/member-center/oral-health-topics/tuberculosis-overview-and-dental-treatment-conside
Arthritis and Oral Health, http://arthritis.about.com/od/arthritissignssymptoms/a/oral_health.htm
Allergies (including Penicillin) and Anaphylaxis in the Dental Office, http://www.dentalaegis.com/id/2011/03/allergy-and-anaphylaxis
Student Resource 13.14
Culminating Project: Compiled Interview Notes
Directions: In your group, choose one set of interview notes that you would like to turn in for assessment. Then compile each member’s notes into one document using the chart below. If necessary, use additional pages for questions and answers. Your group notes will be assessed, not your individual notes. When you compile your notes, make sure that your responses aren't repetitious and that the information thoroughly reflects the notes of all your group members. Review the assessment criteria before you begin compiling your notes, and make sure you understand how your work will be assessed. Make sure that each group member is clear about his or her responsibilities to complete this task. 
	Professional’s name
	

	Professional’s title and place of work
	

	Date and time of interview
	

	Questions
	Responses

	












	


	Additional information



Make sure your compiled interview notes meet or exceed the following assessment criteria:
The interview questions are open ended, relevant, and on topic, and they elicit responses on a range of topics. 
The notes taken on the professional’s responses capture important ideas, and they include both the main idea of the response and the significant details.
The notes include at least one powerful quotation in the professional's exact words.
The completed notes are neat and use proper spelling and grammar.
Student Resource 13.15
Culminating Project: Professional Profile Sheets
Directions: Follow the steps below to organize your group work on professional profile sheets and determine which sheet you will submit for assessment. If you need a blank form to start a new professional profile sheet, refer to Student Resource 6.5, Culminating Project: Professional Profile Sheet, from Lesson 6.
1. In your group, review the professional profile sheets that you have already completed:
Identify any sheets that are incomplete or need revisions 


Identify professional profile sheets that still need to be written. 


Review the interviews, notes from guest speakers, readings, and presentations from this unit, and determine what information needs to go into the professional profile sheets. 







Decide as a group which of your professional profile sheets you would like to submit for assessment, and determine what work needs to be done to complete that sheet and meets the assessment criteria given below.



Decide which group member is going to do what work to complete the sheets, and write down the work assigned to each group member.



Make sure your professional profile sheet meets the following assessment criteria:
The information on the professional profile sheet reflects an in-depth understanding of the professional’s roles, responsibilities, skills, education, and training.
The interactions the patient will have with this professional are clearly described.
The information is accurate and comes from reliable sources.
The information has been compiled from multiple sources, such as interviews, readings, reliable Internet sites, and guest speakers.
The professional profile sheet is neat and uses proper spelling and grammar.


image3.jpeg
There are many different dental professionals who help
you maintain your smile

Professional How They Can Help

Dental hygienist Assesses oral hygiene, cleans
teeth

Dentist Diagnoses & treats problems with a
patient’s teeth, gums, and related parts of
the mouth

Dental assistant Prepares materials, helps during
procedures

Pediatric dentist Diagnoses & treats problems with a
patient’s teeth, gums, and related parts of
the mouth in children

Do you go to a pediatric dentist or a regular dentist?
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Dental specialists focus on treating specific oral
health conditions
B

Professional How They Can Help
Orthodontist Treats crooked teeth using braces,
headgear, etc.

Oral surgeon Extracts teeth under anesthetic

Endodontist Treats disease of the tooth pulp
and nerve

Periodontist Treats gum disease

Dental lab Prepares implants, headgear, etc.,

technician in a lab

Prosthodontist Repairs and restores a patient’s
smile

Have you ever gone to one of these specialists? Do you know
anybody who has gone to a specialist?
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Most dentists recommend that people have their

teeth cleaned twice a year
B

During a cleaning, the
dental hygienist:

“hr

- Assesses the health |
of the patient’s \
mouth p ﬂ

» Takes X-rays (if

needed) E |

» Cleans the patient’s
teeth

» Teaches good oral Why do you think the hygienist might
hygiene take X-rays of a patient’s teeth?
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The dentist and the dental assistant work together
to fill cavities
B

« Assistant prepares tray with
tools

- Dentist removes the
decayed part of the tooth

- Assistant prepares gold,
silver amalgam, or
composite material

- Dentist fills tooth with
prepared material

Have you ever had a cavity? Why did you think it was / was not
painful to have the cavity filled?
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Dental sealants are usually applied by
pediatric dentists

Dental sealants are
thin plastic coatings
that are applied to
a person’s back
teeth to reduce the
risk of decay on
those teeth.

Why do you think pediatric dentists use sealants more often
than other dentists?
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A root canal is sometimes performed by

an endodontist
B
The stages of tooth decay

» A root canal is
done when a
tooth has decayed
to the point where
the pulp is
damaged.

» The nerve and
pulp are removed
and the inside of
the tooth is
cleaned and
sealed.

3. Decay in dentin 4. Decay in pulp
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Orthodontists use braces to straighten
crooked teeth
B

» The orthodontist glues small brackets of metal or
plastic to each tooth.

« A wire runs through those brackets. The wire can
be adjusted to make the teeth shift their positions.

- Braces generally stay on for 1-3 years.

Why do you think people choose to
have their teeth straightened?
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Oral surgeons extract wisdom teeth and other

damaged or unnecessary teeth
_____

» Wisdom teeth are a third set of
molars. They are unnecessary.

« Sometimes they get impacted,
which means the jaw doesn’t
have enough room for the teeth
to fully emerge.

» Oral surgeons can remove teeth
under local or general
anesthetic.

Why do you think some teeth need to be
removed by an oral surgeon while other
teeth can be removed by a regular dentist?
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A periodontist treats gum disease by means of

gum grafts and other procedures
B

- As you can see, The stag?es of periodontal disease

when the gums s Y am J D Y M
become diseased,
they can pull away
from the teeth. This
is called gum
recession.

- Agum graftis a
procedure that adds
new tissue to the
gums to help treat
gum recession.

3.
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Dental impressions are the first step before
several more complicated dental procedures

I

« The dentist puts a tray around either the
upper or lower teeth and gums. The tray is
filled with a thick liquid that will set and

form a rubber mold.

By filling the mold with a cement-like
substance, a dental lab technician can
create a model of the patient’s teeth and

gums.

Have you ever had dental impressions taken? What did they do
to take the impression? How did it feel?
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A dental lab technician uses dental models to
create crowns, bridges, or orthodontic tools

- Dental technicians use
dental models and written
instructions from the dentist
to make customized dental
appliances and replacements
for missing teeth.

« They work with many
different materials, including
waxes, plastics, metal,
porcelain, and composites.
They have to create
replacements that work well
and also look good.
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Dental implants replace missing teeth

» An oral surgeon installs
a titanium post in the
patient’s jaw where the
tooth used to be.

- After the jaw heals, the
prosthodontist inserts a
custom-designed crown
into it so it blends in and
looks just like the rest of
the patient’s teeth.

What do you think would be an advantage of having a dental
implant rather than dentures? What might be the disadvantage?
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Dental specialists treat specific conditions

Dental assistants, hygienists, dentists, and pediatric
dentists handle regular dental care.

Periodontists and endodontists do complex repair work
on teeth and gums.

Oral surgeons do extractions and repair work that can't
be done under local anesthetic.

Orthodontists and prosthodontists focus on how the
patient’s smile looks as well as how the teeth work and
fit together.

Dental lab technicians work to craft appliances and
replacement teeth for patients they may never meet.
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Cross section of a molar
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A tooth has a crown and a root

Cross section of a molar

pulp dentin enamel

crown -

peridontal ligament
B cementum

root

Which of these terms
are new to you?
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A dental arch is one half of the mouth

The arch e
s h OW s incisors
either the central incisor
lateral incisor
upper or
|0?Alljel' =k
5 first premolar
Jaw.

second premolar-

first molar-

second molar

wisdom tooth
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There are also specific terms for the various sides of
the teeth

Lingual

and

Distal Labial surface
surface

When an orthodontist installs

. braces, which surface(s) of the
Mesial surface tooth is she installing them on?
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The tops of the teeth are often where cavities
are visible

Occlusal
surface

Incisal surface

If a dentist told a patient she had a cavity on the top of her
second premolar, what surface would that cavity be on?





image24.jpeg
There is a standard way to number teeth on

dental charts
N

Picture a patient facing you:

« Numbers start at the back
of the mouth on the
patient’s right side.

» Teeth 1-16 are on top;
teeth 17-32 are on the
bottom.

What if a patient had his wisdom
teeth removed? Would this diagram
look different?
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This dental chart divides the mouth into quadrants
B

Lower arch

Upper arch

Based on this chart, where would you put information about
Tooth 1? What about Tooth 19?
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Completing a dental chart is frequently a two-

person job

chart or enters it into a computer.

The dentist examines the patient’s mouth and
dictates to the dental assistant, who writes on the

What information do
you think a dental
assistant has to
memorize in order to
do charting?
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Most dentists follow the same procedure for
charting a new patient’s teeth
B

» Mark missing or unerupted teeth
« Mark erupting teeth
- Mark dental caries and fillings

« Mark other restorations/dental work or other
serious issues that need treatment

- Do periodontal charting on condition of gums,
peridontal ligaments, etc.
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The dentist uses the chart to note missing teeth or
teeth that need to be extracted
B

- If a tooth is missing, the
box for that tooth is
crossed out.

- If a tooth needs to be
extracted, a single line is
drawn through the box for

that tooth.

to be extracted

extracted

If you were working on a patient whose wisdom teeth had
been extracted, what boxes would you cross out?
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The chart should include previous dental work such
as fillings
B

» The assistant draws a mark on the box to
represent where the tooth has been filled.

- If the filling is on the occlusal surface, the assistant
draws right in the middle of the box.

- If the filling crosses two surfaces, the assistant
draws across both parts of the box.

r

o uw

Which of the drawings shows a distal-
occlusal filling? How do you know?
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The chart should note the presence of
dental caries
B

« The assistant should draw the
approximate shape of the cavity on
the appropriate box. This shows a
cavity across the occlusal surface
and partially touching the distal and
mesial surfaces.

)
) ) e e

Look at the blank chart above. If the dentist told you to note a cavity on

the disto-incisal surfaces of Tooth 8, which box would you mark and how
would you mark it?
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This is what a disto-incisal cavity on Tooth 8
would look like on the chart

This is Tooth 8. ‘
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This is a close up of how the cavity would be marked.

-
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Knowing the correct terminology is an important

career skill for any dental professional
B
« Knowing the
parts of a tooth
can help you

« Using the right
terms for the
surfaces of the
tooth is vital
when completing

or reading a Look at these X-rays. What parts
dental chart. of the tooth can you identify?
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