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How can I reach heaven?

What attitude is necessary for those who want to receive eternal life?

Good question! All over the world since the beginning of
time, people have been doing all kinds of things so God will
accept them. People have different ideas:

“Now, go and do likewise.”
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Worship

Holiness

Prayers
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Answers
Two thousand years ago a religious scholar asked Jesus this question, “Teacher, what must I do to
inherit eternal life?”
Jesus answered him with this question, “What is written in the Torah?” (This is the inspired book
which God revealed to the prophet Moses 1500 years earlier.)

1. Use your own words.
2. “What should I do to inherit eternal life?”
3. In the Torah.
4. Jesus was teaching that God had already revealed the answer. God’s Word always stays the
same. It does not change or get abrogated.
5. Everyone is our neighbour regardless of race, nationality, sex, religion, or social status. People
easily give preference to religious duties, but forget God’s foundational command to love.
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The religious scholar gave this excellent answer:

Exercise
1. Retell this event in your own words.
2. What question did the religious scholar ask at the beginning? (pg 2)
3. Where did Jesus say the answer would be found? (pg2)
4. Why was it important that the answer was in the ancient holy book?
5. How is this teaching relevant for us today?
16

“You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength and
with all your mind, and you shall love your neighbour just
as you love yourself.”
3

(Torah: Deut. 6:5 and Lev 19:18)
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God
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“You have answered correctly,” Jesus said.
“Go and do that and you will live.”
To justify himself before others the scholar
asked another question, “Then, who is my
neighbour?”

Then Jesus asked, “Which of these three travelers was a neighbour to the injured man?
The religious scholar replied, “The one who had compassion on him.”

To help him understand whom he must love in
order to find eternal life, Jesus told a parable:

Jesus replied, “Absolutely correct. Now go, and do likewise.”
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A man set off on a journey. He had packed everything he needed. The sun was shining and soon the
city was behind him. The road twisted between the hills in an isolated area. The man didn’t know
that some men were hiding, waiting to ambush him.
14
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Finally they arrived at an inn. The Samaritan asked for a room and took care of the man all night
long. Morning came. The injured man was much better. He would not die! The Samaritan took two
silver coins out of his pocket and gave them to the inn keeper. He said, “Please look after this man.
If there are anymore expenses I will pay you when I come back.” This was the end of the parable.
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Suddenly robbers jumped out and attacked him! He gave a terrified scream! They beat him badly,
took his clothes and stole all his things. Then the robbers left the wounded man lying on the dusty
road and ran away. The man’s head was bleeding and his legs couldn’t move. The poor half dead man
was groaning in the hot sun!
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The wounded man lay there all alone and afraid. The ground was hard, his mouth was parched. Once
again he heard the sound of steps. “Who is coming? Oh no! He’s a foreigner, a despised Samaritan!
He isn’t a friend!” As soon as the Samaritan saw the helpless man he went to him. Bending down he
looked into the desperate man’s eyes, opened his bag, and gave him a drink. Carefully he cleaned
and bandaged the wounds. Then he eased the injured man onto his donkey and carefully set off.
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It happened that a religious leader was walking along that road. When he came to that spot he
saw the man lying in his blood, but didn’t want to help him. He crossed the road and went away. In
the same way another traveler came down the road. He also was an important religious man who
took part in the worship ceremonies. When he saw the injured man he also didn’t want to help.
Crossing the road he hurried away.
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