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USDA to Release Flies Near U.S.-Mexico Border to Fight

The U.S. Department of Agriculture will
disperse glow-in-the dark, sterile flies in
Mexico, closer to the U.S. border, and in
southern Texas, as officials race to keep flesh-
eating New World screwworm pests from
spreading in Mexico, the agency said.

Screwworms are parasitic flies whose females
lay eggs in wounds on warm-blooded animals,
often livestock. Once the eggs hatch, hundreds
of screwworm larvae use their sharp mouths to
burrow through living flesh, eventually killing
their host if left untreated.

The USDA has halted U.S. imports of Mexican
livestock to keep out the pest, worsening a
cattle shortage that has pushed beef prices to
record highs for consumers.

The agency also produces 100 million sterile
flies per week at a facility in Panama and
disperses them in Mexico to prevent wild
screwworm flies from reproducing. Now, the
agency says, it is going to take the same flies
further north near the border.

The shift came after the USDA has reported 20
screwworm infestations since December 26 in
animals in the Mexican state of Tamaulipas,
which borders southern Texas.

"Given that we need to protect Texas and the
U.S,, | think it's definitely something that had
to be done,” Sonja Swiger, an entomologist at
Texas A&M University, said on Monday.

Screwworm Pest

More Sterile Flies Needed

Experts said the USDA needs well more than
100 million sterile flies per week to eradicate
the pest in Mexico. The agency announced
last year that it intended to build a production
facility in Texas, but that could still be at least
a year away from opening. Last month, the
agency said it would spend up to $100 million
on other projects that aim to boost sterile fly
production and help fight screwworm.

For now, the USDA will start releasing sterile
flies north of where Mexico has reported
active cases to attempt to create a "buffer
zone" to halt the pest if it continues moving
north, according to a statement issued late
on Friday. The new dispersal area will include
operations about 50 miles into Texas, along
the U.S. border with the state of Tamaulipas,
according to the USDA.

The northernmost active case in Mexico was
about 200 miles away from the U.S. border,
and cases have continued to spread in
Tamaulipas and further south in Mexico, said
Dudley Hoskins, a USDA under secretary.

"Our highest priority is protecting the United
States from screwworm,” he said in the
agency's statement.

Glowing Flies

The USDA said it would apply fluorescent dye
to sterile flies before they hatch so officials
can distinguish them from wild flies that

pose a threat. The sterile flies will glow under
ultraviolet light and may also be visible to the
naked eye, the agency said.

The U.S. decision to direct the release of sterile
flies toward the border region was consistent
with technical proposals Mexico has been
making since November 2025, Mexico's
government said in a statement.

The U.S. eliminated screwworms in the 20th
century by flying planes over hotspots to drop
boxes packed with sterile flies.

"They're pretty effective as long as you can
outnumber the population,” said Max Scott, an
entomology professor at North Carolina State
University.

Screwworm can be detected in new areas when
livestock are transported from an infested
region. However, rising cases in Tamaulipas
signal a local population of flies has likely
started to establish there, experts said.

Unseasonably cold weather in Texas could
temporarily help prevent the pest’s movement,
Tyson Foods TSN.N COO Devin Cole said on an
earnings call. The meatpacker's beef business
has bled money as tight cattle supplies have
raised costs.

"We don't really have anything that would
give us any insight as to when the government
would open the border,” Cole said.

By Reuters

SU Ag Center is Now Accepting Meat Pre-
orders for the 83rd Annual Livestock Show

The Southern University Ag Center will
host its 83rd Annual State Livestock
and Poultry Show from Feb. 26 -
28, 2026, at the Maurice A. Edmond
Livestock Arena. In preparation for the
show, the Livestock Show Office is now
accepting pre-orders of non-processed
choice meats from various livestock.
All proceeds from the meat sales go
directly to the participating youth as a
reward for their hard work and financial
investment.

The following choices and quantities of
meat are available:

*  Whole Beef $3,000
* Half Beef $1,500

*  Fourth Beef $570

e Whole Pork $225

*  Whole Lamb $200

*  Whole Goat is $175

There is a processing fee that is not
included in the original cost of the meat.
All purchases must be paid by money
order or check and made payable to
the Southern University Ag Center
Livestock Show, before picking up the
meat from the slaughterhouse.

The office will deliver the meat to three
locations. Cutrer Slaughter House in
Kentwood, La., the Butcher’s Block
in Kentwood, La., or Rouchers in
Plaguemine, La.

Donations to the Greater Baton Rouge
Food Bank are also welcome.

For additional information on the SU Ag
Center’s Livestock Show or to purchase
meat visit, https://bit.ly/49L7RVE or
email Meguna Johnson, SU Ag Center’s
Livestock Show Director at meguna_
johnson@suagcenter.com.
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Producer Spotlight

Bergeron’s Boudin & Cajun Meats
specializes in authentic, Louisiana
Certified Cajun meat with unique
rubs and spices. Serving up authentic

, i tﬁ 0'0 “g Cajun flavors daily! From boudin balls
- d | ‘ 'Q’N'Nﬁ to cracklins, our Louisiana roots run
T - ‘, 74 . : deep. Stop by for hot meals, grab & go

I8 : A T ‘ E "—E favorites, catering, and more!
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From our garden to your table!! Hicks
produce stand is a farm-fresh produce
stand located at 3564 Highway 121 in
Leesville Louisiana. They offer a variety of
seasonal produce, including vegetables,
watermelons, and cantaloupes. You
can also find their produce at the Third
Street Market in Leesville. .
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Cortified Yaste Seltes!

The Crawfish Basket is a popular Cajun/
Creole seafood restaurant in Jonesboro
Louisian known for it’s boiled and fried
seafood. Their menu boasts items like
boiled crawfish, shrimp, catfish, with daily
specials and a casual atmosphere. Family
owned and operated the Crawfish Basket
is a farm to table, restaurant that offers
boiled crawfish, shrimp, and crabs as well
as all the extras that go with them.

Shop Certified first to support growers and producers. The Certified
Louisiana logos guarantee authentic Louisiana products and are
always family favorites.

CERTIFIEDN  CERTIFIED \,  CERTIFIED\  CERTIFIED
CAJUN FARMmTABLE CREDLE CRAFT BEVERAGE

A LOUISIANA PRODUCT A LOUISIANA PRODUCT A LOUISIANA PRODUCT A LOUISIANA PRODUCT

AGRICULTURE & FORESTRY
MIKE STRAIN, DVM Commissioner

Ek. LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT of

n CERTIFIEDLOUISIANA.ORG 7o use a QR code, open your smartphone’s camera or a QR code reader app, point

it at the QR code, and follow the on-screen instructions to access the content.




FEBRUARY 5, 2026 MARKET BULLET' N PAGE 13

CERTIFIED DELICIOUS RECIPES

CRAWFISH RICE STUFFED PORI{ CHOPS Submitted by Tony Chachere’s | www.tonychachere.com

INGREDIENTS

* lcrice e 12 oz crawfish tails

* Tonion, chopped ¢« Tony’s original creole seasoning, to taste
e 1bell pepper, chopped ¢ |talian seasoning, to taste

e 2 stalks celery, chopped e 3 Tbsp extra virgin olive oil

3 cloves garlic, finely chopped ¢ sesame oil, to taste

* handful of basil leaves, roughly chopped e SOy sauce, to taste

* 2 tsp ginger powder e green onions for garnish

* 4 thick cut pork chops

INSTRUCTIONS

1.  Preheat oven to 375°F.

Cook rice according to package directions.

3. Stir the crawfish tails, onion, bell pepper, celery, garlic, basil and ginger into the cooked rice. Add a little
soy sauce and sesame oil, to taste.

4. Slice the pork chops in half horizontally 3% the way through . Season them all over, including inside, with
Tony’s seasoning and ltalian seasoning.

5. Heat olive oil in a cast iron skillet over medium-high heat. Cook pork chops, in batches, for 2 minutes on
each side, turning only once, or until browned.

6. Remove pork chops from skillet and set on a cutting board. Spoon the rice mixture into the pork chop
pockets until fully packed.

7. Place all of the stuffed pork chops into the skillet and place it in the oven for about 25 minutes.

8. Remove skillet from oven and spoon skillet juices over top the pork chops, then garnish them with green
onions and serve. Enjoy!

C'EST TOUT CHILLI W/BEANS Submitted by C’est Tout | www.thisiscajun.com

.,. s o INGREDIENTS

N

* 1% lbs. ground beef e 1Tbsp brown sugar

* 2 cans of beans, drained e 1 Tbsp cumin

e 2 Tbsp + % c beef broth e 6 0z can tomato paste

e 1c Clest tout dried Trinity mix e 2 cans fire roasted tomatoes
e 2 Tbsp chili powder ¢ Cayenne pepper, to taste

* 1/2 tsp onion powder e Ttsp salt

e 4 cloves garlic, minced e Pepper, to taste
INSTRUCTIONS

1.  Heat 3 tablespoons of broth and add C’est Tout dried Trinity mix, once all the liquid is absorbed
add ground beef and cook until browned

2. Add the rest of the ingredients. Bring to a boil then let simmer on low for 1 hour. Enjoy topped with
cheese and sour cream.

I{ALE I{RISPS Submitted by Cajun 180 | www.cajun180.com

INGREDIENTS

¢ 2 bunches of kale
¢ 1Tbsp olive oil
¢ your favorite Cajun 180 spice*

INSTRUCTIONS

Preheat the oven to 300 degrees.

Clean & dry kale leaves. Remove the center stem. You can tear or cut it out.

3. Toss with olive oil or, use an oil mister. You only need enough oil to make the spices stick and crisp
the kale.

4. Lay out the oiled kale in a single layer on a cookie sheet or rimmed baking sheet covered with
parchment paper.

5. Sprinkle with your favorite Cajun 180 spice and bake for at least 5 to 10 minutes, or until desired
crispiness (check at 5 minute mark).

6. Remove from the oven and let cool.

N =

to search for vendors and have Certified Louisiana products delivered right to your door!




PAGE 14

MARKET BULLETIN

FEBRUARY 5, 2026

How the $15 Million Estate Tax Exemption Changes Your
Farm Succession Strategy

The world of estate planning for farmers
has changed dramatically after the passage
of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act. This
permanently increased the lifetime gift and
estate tax exemption to $15 million indexed
starting Jan. 1. With the federal estate tax
exemption at historically high levels, most
family farms are no longer at risk of paying
federal estate tax. However, this shift has
brought a new focus to income tax planning
and the importance of preserving the step-
up in basis at death.

Understand the Step-Up in Basis

When a person passes away, the value of
their property is generally reset to its fair
market value at the date of death. This
is known as a “step-up in basis.” For farm
families, thisisacrucial benefit. Farmlandand
other agricultural assets often appreciate
significantly over time. If heirs inherit these
assets, they receive them at the new, higher
value. This means that if they later sell the
property, they will owe little or no income
tax on the appreciation that occurred during
the original owner’s lifetime.

Why Estate Tax Is Less of a Concern

With the current high exemption, only the
largest farm estates face federal estate

Recovery after Winter Storm

Continued from page 2

Timelines to file notices of loss and submit
applications differ by program or coverage:

¢ Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish
Program: File with your Service Center
no later than the annual program
payment application date, which s
March 1following the end of the calendar
year in which the disaster circumstances
occurred.

¢ Livestock Indemnity Program: File with
your Service Center no later than the
annual program payment application
date, which is March 1 following the end
of the calendar year in which the disaster
circumstances occurred.

e Tree Assistance Program: File a
program application with your Service
Center within 90 days of the disaster
event or the date when the loss of the
trees, bushes, or vines is apparent.

¢ Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program: File notice of loss with your
Service Center within 15 days, except for
hand-harvested crops, which should be
filed within 72 hours.

tax. For most families, the bigger risk is not
estate tax; it’s the potential for large income
taxes if the step-up in basis is lost. This can
happen if assets are given away during the
owner’s lifetime, rather than being passed
on at death.

The Pitfalls of Lifetime Gifting

Many farmers consider making large gifts
during their lifetime, worried that the estate
tax exemption will drop in the future. While
this can be a good strategy for very large
estates, it can be costly for smaller farm
operations. When assets are gifted during
life, the recipient takes over the original
owner’s basis, which is often much lower
than today’s value.

If the recipient later sells the property,
they could face a significant income tax
bill. In contrast, if the property is inherited,
the basis is stepped up to current value,
minimizing or eliminating income tax.

Likely the best asset to gift during lifetime is
farmland that will be retained in the family
for multiple generations. The step-up in this
case is not as valuable because we can’t
depreciate farmland, and if it is not going
to be sold, the heirs are not worse off. Plus,
appreciation in farmland can be very volatile

and could cause the farm couple to owe
estate tax.

Hidden Cost of Gifting Negative Capital

Many farm operations are structured as a
partnership for income tax purposes and
farms with debt will typically create what
is called a negative capital account and, in
many cases, this can easily exceed $5 to $10
million for larger farm operations. Gifting
any interest in these partnerships during
a lifetime will create ordinary income to
the farmer because the “debt” eliminated
exceeds the basis in the partnership’s
assets, which is typically zero. Whereas
holding until death eliminates the tax for
their heirs. However, a drawback is that the
older generation might still be on the hook
for the debt until they pass.

For the vast majority of farmers, estate tax
planning is now about smart income tax
planning. Preserving the step-up in basis
at death can save heirs substantial taxes
and help keep the family farm in the family.
Careful planning today can help protect your
family’s legacy for generations to come.

By Paul Neiffer, AgWeb

e Crop Insurance: Contact your agent
within 72 hours of discovering damage
and follow up in writing within 15 days.

Documentation

It’s critical to keep accurate records to
document all losses following devastating
cold weather events. Livestock producers
are advisedto document beginning livestock
numbers by taking time and date-stamped
video or pictures prior to the loss.

Other common documentation options
agricultural producers might want to have
on hand include:

e Purchase records

* Production records

e Vaccination records

* Bank or other loan documents

e Third-party certification

Louisiana Geaux Book
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STAY ROOTED
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Farmers who want to maximize their profits
and productivity come spring would do well to
add winter sowing to their routine. This seed-
starting method is great for hardy annuals and
perennials that can handle a bit of cold in their
early stages.

Growers start their seeds in clean, reused
milk jugs, plastic containers with lids, or
plastic bags. Placed outdoors, the cold,
moist conditions of winter help seeds break
dormancy. The container keeps warmer air
inside and protects sensitive seedlings from
the elements.

What results is hardier transplants and plants
that mature sooner than they would otherwise.
It’s essentially like sowing seeds directly, but
in a more protected area. All the benefits of
direct sowing are present, with less risk.

Aside from keeping an eye on seedlings and
ensuring you’re using sterile containers, the
most important part of a successful winter
sow is choosing the right plants. As you’re
getting ready to start your spring garden in
winter, think first about the best flowers and
vegetables to winter sow.

Vegetables

We’'ll start with the best vegetables for winter
sowing. These hardy plants handle cold like
champs, even in their earliest stages. Just sow
them as directed on the seed packet, but within
the confines of your winter sowing container.
Then, transplant them to your beds in spring.
They’ll thrive when the spring weather warms.

Cabbages

People love cabbage, and having a beautifully-
colored stash to sell to restaurants or from
your market stand is a boon. Cabbages, much
like most members of the Brassica family, deal
with cold easily. They often appreciate a kiss
of frost for a sweeter flavor.

Standard cabbages are always a welcome sight
to buyers, whether they’re in food service or
they simply love to eat fresh vegetables. Napa
cabbage offers a bit of variety to your output.
If you want to grow cabbage, but know your
spring season is short, try a ‘Carex’ cabbage
for smaller heads with a shorter maturation
time.

Spinach

The rich, nutritious leaves of spinach are a hot
item almost anywhere they’re sold. And much
like our last entry, spinach loves a kiss of frost.
In that regard, it’s a good candidate for winter
sowing. There are so many varieties of spinach
to choose from, and dense sowing doesn’t
hamper growth.

For growers in regions where humidity is an
issue, ‘Avon’ is a savoy type that’s a great
option due to its resistance to mildew and
blight. If you prefer smooth leaves, ‘Space’ has

just that. It also resists bolting for longer than
other types.

Onions

Due to their long maturation period, bulbing
onions in particular work well for winter
sowing. If it’s your first time growing onions,
consider your day length.

Long-day onions are best for growers at 37
to 47° latitudes. Short-day onions are best for
farms in the 25 to 35° range. Intermediate-day
onions can handle either long or short-day
regions, but do best in 32 to 42° latitudes.

Once you know the type of onion most suited
to your climate, throw them in your winter
sowing containers and get them started. If
you'd prefer to skip the bulbs altogether,
throw in some common chive or garlic chive
seeds. Bunching onions and shallots work too!

Leafy Greens

While they can seem drab on their surface,
leafy greens have made a huge comeback
recently due to their truly powerhouse-level
nutrition. Kale, collards, chard, watercress, and
even microgreens are all easy to grow, and
they’re some of the best vegetables for winter
sowing.

Bok choy, arugula, turnip greens, beet greens
- these all offer something interesting to your
produce. Some of these are specialty items,
and ensure you make a decent return for
your initial labor investment. Turnip and beet
greens diversify, providing edible and highly
nutritious roots and greens.

Flowers

Perennial flower seeds are excellent candidates
for winter sowing, largely because many need
a cold, moist period to break dormancy. If
there’s a wildflower you’d like to grow for
cut flower markets, or simply to bolster your
integrated pest management strategy on the
farm, this is a great way to do it!

Pansies

Viola x wittrockiana, commonly referred to as
pansies, are like cabbages and leafy greens
in that they love a little bit of cold. These
are some of the best flowers to winter sow,
because they are winter-hardy plants. Add to
that their unique look and colorful blooms,
and they’re worth growing.

Pansies are perfect cut flowers, adding tons
of style to an arrangement. They’re also great
bedding plants. If you run a nursery, they'’re
sure to sell. Market gardens benefit from
these as well. Pop them in your selection of
seedlings, and they’ll be a hot item.

Echinacea

Among many wildflowers, echinacea is an
excellent plant to include on the farm. It’s an
important member of a strong integrated pest
management approach, as it feeds beneficial

insects and birds. It’s also a great plant to
include in arrangements or to sell live in starter
pots.

Winter sow this one to provide a natural form of
cold stratification that breaks dormancy, and
ensures seedlings are strong for transplanting.
If the pinkish purple blooms of the straight
species aren’t interesting enough, there are
nine species with hundreds of associated
cultivars.

Snapdragons

The delicate dragon maws produced by
snapdragon plants are wonderful for winter
sowing. People love to start their snapdragons
this way due to their tendency to mature early.
This is important for growers in regions that
heat up quickly, as snapdragons prefer cool
weather.

There are four groups of snapdragons, each
with its own special abilities. Group 1 is great
for colder regions, where there’s low light and
heat in winter. Group 2 is best for springs with
moderate light and heat. Group 3 straddles
this moderate region with Group 2, and also
handles summers with high light and heat, and
fall seasons with moderate light and heat.

Consider these parameters before you choose
the snaps you want to grow. This gives you
the best chances for success with your winter
sowing operation.

Larkspur

Also known as delphinium, larkspur is another
sometimes perennial plant that does well in
winter sowing. It’'s one of the best plants to
winter sow because many species need cold
stratification for germination. The winter
weather offers the cold and moisture needed
to help it sprout.

Few flowers are truly blue, and many
delphiniums offer that palette to gardens and
cut flower arrangements. There are white,
purple, and even pink varieties to choose from,
too. Whichever works best for you. Note that
delphiniums are a cheery sight on the farm,
and attract pollinators as well.

Scabiosa

Lovely in fresh and dried arrangements,
scabiosa, also called pincushion flowers, due
to their shape, are cool weather lovers and
perfect for winter sowing. Get them started
in winter, and they’ll be primed to bloom their
dense flower heads in spring. These continue
to flower through fall.

The many colors offered by scabiosa also last
a long time once cut. They’re often chosen for
dried arrangements due to their interesting
seed heads. And much like the others on this
list, they’re good for attracting beneficial
insects to the farm.

By Sarah Jay
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How Restoring His Dad’s 1927 McCormick-Deering Tractor
Revealed a Hidden History

] — | e

Unlike other 1927 McCormick-Deering Model 15-30

painted orange. All photos: Provided by John Suchor

You might say John Suchor got a 2-for-1return
when he recently restored a 1927 Model 15-30
McCormick-Deering tractor. For one thing, it
had the sentimental value of being a tractor
his dad owned and that Suchor remembered
from his childhood growing up in the '50s
and ’60s near Denbigh, North Dakota.

What makes the tractor even more unique
is that it is one of 444 McCormick-Deering
tractors that the U.S. government purchased
as part of a unique corn borer control
program. The program got its start in the
late '20s, when the European corn borer was
having a devastating effect throughout the
eastern Corn Belt. Since effective pesticides
had not yet been developed, the USDA
purchased a total of 444 John Deere Model
Ds, 444 McCormick-Deering 15-30s, and 360
Fordsons, all of which were equipped with a
PTO, for delivery in 1927.

The government then provided farmers with a
tractor and PTO-driven stalk shredder to rent
for $1 an acre with the idea that shredding
cornstalks would expose borer larvae to the
elements, causing them to die before they
matured. Although the plan proved to be
effective, the program itself failed to survive
the Great Depression, leaving a fleet of corn
borer tractors to an uncertain future. While
some of the tractors were sold, others were
given to other government agencies.

Just Dad’s Tractor

Suchor said he didn’t realize the significance
of the tractor until a few years ago. To him,
it had just been a work tractor his father
purchased around 1958 when he was just 3
years old.

“Dad used it to pull a 3-bottom plow and a
pony drill to seed a few acres of oats and
millet for our cows. We also used it to plant
potatoes each spring,” he said. “Us Kkids
always called it the ‘Big Boy’ because it was
the biggest tractor we had ever seen.”

Of course, it looked even bigger since the
original steel wheels had been replaced by

tractors that
were painted gray and red, Suchor’s unique model was originally

turf tires, including 12.75x28 tires on
the rear. At some point, the tractor had
also been equipped with a conversion
kit, which allowed the engine to run on
gasoline instead of kerosene.

Unfortunately, Suchor said his father
was in a hurry during the spring of 1972
and used a different tractor to plant
potatoes. By the time he went back to
start the 15-30, the engine had seized
up and it never moved again. That is,
until Suchor picked it up in 1998 and
moved it to a friend’s storage shed near
his home in Larimore, North Dakota.
Then it sat until 2018, when Suchor
began the restoration.

“Two things got me started,” he said.

“l had built a new garage next to my
house that was heated, so | could work on it
year-round. The other was some research on
the computer and an article published that
year in Successful Farming magazine about
a guy who had restored a John Deere D that
was one of the corn borer tractors. It wasn’t
really until then that | realized what Dad had
used all those years and what | now had.”

Suchor says he has no proof of it, but he
suspects the tractor was transferred to the
Denbigh Experimental Forestry division after
the corn borer program ended, hence the

turf tires. Ironically, his
father worked for the
Towner Forest Service
near the community of
Towner, North Dakota,
for 41 years and had
also heard rumors to
that effect. But he and
the tractor never crossed paths until he
purchased it from another farmer.

"

“However, we do know it was one of the corn
borer tractors,” Suchor said, “because it has
a stencil on the hood that reads: U.S. Dept.
of Agriculture, Bureau of Entomology, Corn
Borer Control. It’s pretty faded out, but you
can still see the outline of all the letters.

“For some unknown reason, the tractor was
also painted orange, apparently from the
factory,” Suchor continued. “I sandblasted
and scraped the tractor from front to back,
and there’s not a trace of gray or red paint

anywhere and the primer underneath was
dark green. There was still some original paint
visible on a flange on the push rod cover. So,
| used that to get a color match and left that
spot untouched to show the original color.”

Preserving History

To preserve the corn borer stencil, Suchor
restored the original hood but left the section
with the corn borer stencil unpainted. He then
made a metal flap with a replica of the decal
that he attached to the hood. As a result, that
cover piece can be flipped up to show the
original hood and stencil or dropped down
to show the restoration.

“It took me four years to finish the whole
project,” he said. “However, | really didn’t get
a good start until 2019. One of the first things
| had to do was pull the pistons and replace
the wet sleeves. The sleeves were so tight |
literally had to cut them out.”

Suchor said he also had to have a new float
made for the carburetor, since the original
was made from cork which had disintegrated.
Otherwise, the tractor was in pretty good
condition for its age.

“My five brothers and three sisters have
their own special memories of the tractor
from when Dad operated it on the farm,” he
said. “So, during the restoration, | sent them
photos and texts as the work progressed to
keep them updated and help them feel like
they were part of the project.”

Once he finally finished the restoration in
2024, he joined his cousin, Raymond Suchor
— who had restored his father’s 1927 Fordson
tractor — in taking both tractors to last year’s
July Fourth parade in Towner. Now, he’s
thinking about restoring a 1941 Dodge pickup
that he’s had in the
garage for a while.

He would also love to
find a stalk shredder
that was part of the
government corn
borer program. But
those seem to have
disappeared, because
Suchor said he’s
looked everywhere
he can think of and
come up empty.

“There are two things | won’t do, though, if |
take on another restoration,” he said. “Those
are never sandblasting in the garage and
never painting in the garage. As much as |
tried to cover everything and make a paint
booth with plastic, | had sand in every little
crack and crevice, and paint where paint
didn’t belong.”

By Tharran Gaines
All photos provided by John Suchor
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Tiny bug, big problems: What Midsouth farmers need to

The rice delphacid is no longer merely
a Texas problem. This tiny planthopper,
common in Texas ratoonrice, showed up this
year in the main Texas rice crop. Infestations
also occurred in Arkansas, Louisiana and
Mississippi, with some rice fields at a
complete loss.

“This is the biggest issue in rice we have ever
faced,” said Hank Jones, independent crop
consultant at RHJ Ag Services in Winnsboro,
La. “If it spreads, we cannot find adequate
control.”

Rice delphacid feeds on plant tissue, causing
“hopperburn” and yellowing of plants. In
heavy infestations, other symptoms include
washtub-sized holes in the field and black,
sooty mold. However, nymphs cause damage
long before the onset of visible symptoms,
and those nymphs are tricky to find.

“When the nymphs hatch, they are a little
bigger than the tip of an ink pen,” said Nick
Bateman, Extension entomologist at the
University of Arkansas. “They are going to
be extremely easy to miss.”

Pyrethroids appear to make rice delphacid
populations spike, and overwintering
patterns are still being studied. This pest
leaves rice farmers, Extension specialists
and crop consultants scratching their heads
to determine the best plan of action for
2026. At this point, the only hope lies in an
EPA Section 18 and a good tank-mix.

Rice delphacid’s origins

The rice delphacid has origins in Central and
South America, and the Caribbean. The pest
was first documented in Arkansas in the late
1950s. Then, it vanished until 2015 when it
showed up in the Texas ratoon crop. Texas
farmers have battled this pest for a decade.

The problem became more serious in 2025,
when rice delphacid was reported in the
main Texas rice crop. The insects continued
to spread, possibly due to windstorms,
taking them northward all the way to
Fayetteville, Ark., across south Arkansas and
north Louisiana, and eastward to Mississippi.

Consultants and entomologists were on the
lookout in the Midsouth. But for many, it was
too late, because this illusive pest typically
causes damage while it remains unnoticed.
“They are fairly easy to see once you get
an eye for them. But until you start seeing
them, | don’t think anyone gives respect to
how small they are,” Bateman said.

The rice delphacid’s life cycle is 30 to 35

days. Eggs are laid in the midrib of the rice
plant, and nymphs emerge within two weeks.
While nymph emergence can cause scarring
onrice plant leaves, the egg lay itself is not a
reliable method of detection, because eggs
are laid deep within the plant tissue.

The nymphs are less than 1 millimeter long.
Their coloring blends in with rice straw,
and they feed at the lower 1 foot of the rice
canopy. Within 15 to 25 days, the nymphs
undergo five instars, feeding on sap from
plant leaves and growing into adults that
feed higher in the rice canopy.

The adult males develop dark wings, while
the females have tan wings. Their mating and
feeding continue, and their feeding patterns
create “hopperburn,” usually noticed in the
yellowing of leaf tips that later turn brown as
infestation worsens.

The rice delphacid also transmits the rice
hoja blanca virus, causing white leaves
of diseased plants, as the virus impacts
tillering, stunts growth and results in severe
yvield loss. However, the virus is sporadic,
and symptoms may disappear with no
explanation.

“The virus in my opinion is the least of my
worries,” Bateman said.

Scouting for rice delphacid

Innorthern Louisiana and southern Arkansas,
rice delphacidtookamajortollin2025.Drone
footage of infested fields revealed washtub-
sized holes due to intense hopperburn. In
some cases, it was a 100% loss. Sweep nets
were full by the thousands. Mitch Hanson,
an independent crop consultant, saw it
firsthand in Texarkana, Ark.

Hanson discovered rice delphacid in the first
week of September in the Red River Valley
and realized it was the pest he had been
hearing about. “All the later-planted rice
was a complete loss,” he said. Even worse,
rice fields sprayed earlier in the season with
a pyrethroid — such as Karate or Mustang
Maxx — seemed to flare the rice delphacid
infestations.

Meanwhile, in northern Louisiana, Richard
Costello was dealing with the same problem,
mostly in headed rice. “One of the biggest
problems was that we did not know it was
there until it was too late,” he said. “It is like
a plague when they go across the field.”

Rice delphacid tends to show up as sugars
move up the rice plant, from boot stage
to heading. To scout, Costello relied on

a high-powered hand lens. He identified
infestations in East Carroll and Morehouse
parishes. Rice delphacid was also found in
West Carroll and Richland parishes.

Costello’s scouting recommendation
from his experience is to gently part the
rice canopy to look for nymphs, carefully
avoiding disturbance of the very agile
adults that are usually higher up the plant.
“If the wind is blowing, the adults blow off
the plant,” he said. “It is a complicated and
aggravating deal. They are terribly hard to
scout for.”

Control options limited

Asthe delphacid made its way through Texas
and the Midsouth, Extension entomologists
and crop consultants “threw the kitchen
sink” at it with every insecticide they could
imagine.

“We tried every labeled application in the
state of Arkansas and had no success,”
Hanson said of his work with Bateman.
“There is nothing to show promising control
as of right now, and the rice delphacid
will eliminate pyrethroid use in rice going
forward.”

The best control was a tank-mix of Courier
plus Tenchu, or Courier plus Transform.
Courier is an insect growth regulator by
Nichino America Inc. The IGR works to
control the nymphs, while either Tenchu or
Transform helps control the adults.

Don Cook, Extension entomologist at
Mississippi State University, found the
same results. The work now lies in getting
a Section 18 for Courier in rice. He said all
states in the Delta are submitting a request
to EPA. He also cautioned that the tank-mix
is going to be expensive. Courier is over $2
per ounce, and the rate range is 9 to 13.6
fluid ounces per acre.

Overall, rice acreage is anticipated to be
lower this year due to decreased prices. The
rice delphacid may drive that down further.
Overwintering of the rice delphacid is
another concern. While rice is its preferred
host, alternative hosts are ryegrass and
barnyardgrass, and Bateman said studies
are underway in cover crop plots to research
overwintering.

“There is so much we just don’t know,”
Cook said. “If it overwinters, we better start
looking earlier than you think you should.”

By Whitney Heckel
Photos by Mitch Hanson
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SHOW ARENAS,
BARNS, ETC.

Acadia Parish Rice Arena

159 Cherokee Drive, Crowley
(337) 783-1442 or (337) 384-4500
ricearena@appj.org

Assumption Parish Ag
Complex & Arena

119 Robin Street, Napoleonville
www.assumptionla.com/AgComplex

Bogalusa Community Arena
20239 Airport Road, Bogalusa

Clinton Covered Arena

14730 Highway 10, Clinton
(225) 316-6779
www.clintonarena.com

D’Arbonne Range Riders Arena

202 Rodeo Road, Farmerville
www.darbonnerangeriders.com

Morehouse Activity Center

9525 Marlatt Street, Bastrop
(318) 281-3164
www.morehouseactivitycenter.com

SugArena at Acadiana
Fairgrounds
713 Northwest Bypass (Hwy 3212)
New lberia (337) 365-7539
WWW.sugarena.com

Sweetwater Campground
& Riding Stables Arena

57056 N. Cooper Road, Loranger
(985) 878-6868
www.sweetwater-campground.com

Terrebonne Livestock

Agricultural Fair Assoc. Arena
221 Moffet Road, Houma
(985) 665-1005
www.terrebonne-livestock.org

Texas Longhorn Rodeo

Arena, 3274 Highway 109, SVinton
(337) 589-5647

WANT TO LIST YOUR ARENA?

Email marketbulletin@ldaf.la.gov
or call (225) 922-1284

Union Parish to Host 2026 Northeast Region
Master Cattleman Course

Cattle producers across northeast Louisiana are encouraged to register now for one of the
LSU AgCenter’s hallmark livestock education programs — the 2026 Northeast Region Master
Cattleman Course, hosted this year in Union Parish, along with the Advanced Master Cattleman
Program to be held at Hill Farm.

The Master Cattleman Program, offered through the LSU AgCenter, is a comprehensive, hands-
on educational series designed to strengthen management skills, improve profitability, and
enhance sustainability for beef producers. The 10-week course provides in-depth instruction
covering the full production cycle — from economics and reproduction to genetics and the end
beef product.

Classes for the Northeast Region Master Cattleman Course will begin Tuesday, March 3, 2026,
and will be held weekly on Tuesday evenings from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. for ten consecutive
weeks at 210 E. Water Street, Farmerville, LA 71241.

Course Schedule & Topics:

* March 3 - Economics & Marketing | Dr. Kurt Guidry

e March 10 - Animal Health | Dr. Christine Navarre

* March 17 - Animal Nutrition | Dr. Marcelo Vedovatto
 March 24 - Weed Management | Dr. Ron Strahan

e March 31 - Beef Quality Assurance | Dr. Christine Navarre
e April 7 - Pasture Agronomy | Dr. Jose Pereira Neto

e April 14 - Reproduction | Dr. Ashley Edwards

e April 21 - Cattle Handling | Tripp Morgan

e April 28 - Genetics | Dr. Gary Hay

e May 5 - End Product | Tripp Morgan

Tuition for the program is $225 per person, which includes all class materials and evening meals.
Registration is limited, and the deadline to register is February 17, 2026.

For producers who have already completed the Master Cattleman Program, the Advanced
Master Cattleman Program offers a deeper, more detailed exploration of the same subject
areas, allowing participants to further refine their knowledge and management practices. The
Advanced program will be hosted at Hill Farm and is open exclusively to Master Cattleman
graduates.

“This program represents some of the most practical, research-based education available to
Louisiana cattle producers,” organizers said. “Whether you’re looking to improve herd health,
fine-tune nutrition, or better understand markets and genetics, Master Cattleman delivers tools
producers can apply immediately.”

Contact: Tripp Morgan, 318-368-9935, tmorgan@agcenter.lsu.edu

Advertising your event in the
Market Bulletin is FREE & EASY!

‘= E
=

* marketbulletin@ldaf.state.la.us
e Fax (225) 923-4828
» 5825 Florida Blvd., Ste. 2001, Baton Rouge, LA 70806




FEBRUARY 5, 2026

MARKET BULLETIN PAGE 19

CATTLE AUCTIONS

Kinder Livestock (MON)
13008 Highway 190, West Kinder
(337) 738-2778, www.cattleusa.com

Dominique Stockyard (MON)
1462 Airline Highway, Baton Rouge
(225) 356-5203, dominiqueslivestock.com

Amite Livestock Co. (TUES/SAT)
58449 Highway 51, Amite
(985) 748-8636, www.cattleusa.com

Dominique Stockyard (TUES)
2800 W. Landry Street, Opelousas
(337) 942-5661, dominiqueslivestock.com

Red River Livestock Auction (WED)
P. O. Box 456, Highway 1, Coushatta
(318) 932-5691, www.cattleusa.com

Delhi Livestock Auction (WED)
774 Highway 80, Delhi, (318) 878-2394

HORSE EVENTS

Bogalusa Cow Sorting

For more information, call Troy Crain at
(985) 516-7507 or Blake Chiasson at (985)
285-0892 or email sorting@3DOTS.us.

Cotton Country Open Horse Show Assoc.
All shows held at the Northeast LA
Exhibition Center on Hwy 33 in Ruston. For
more information, visit www.ccohsa.com.

Jefferson Davis Riders Club

All shows held at Crowley Rice Arena and
begin at 9 AM unless otherwise noted. For
more information, call Cathy Meche at (337)
526-2281 or visit
www.jeffdavisridersclub.org.

Livingston Horse Show Association

All shows held at South Park Arena

in Denham Springs unless otherwise
noted. For more information, visit www.
livingstonhorseshow.weebly.com or call
(985) 507-0605.

Louisiana Little Britches Rodeo

All events held at the West Cal Arena unless
otherwise noted. For more information, visit
lalbra.weebly.com or email lalbra@yahoo.

Deep South Stock Horse Show Assoc.
All shows begin at 9 AM and alternate
between Clinton and New Roads arenas.

March 14 - New Road’s
April 4 - Clinton

May 16 - Clinton

June 6 - New Roads
September 5- New Roads
September 19 - Clinton
October 24 - New Roads
November 7 - New Roads

More information:

http://dsshsa.weebly.com/ or email:
dsshsa@gmail.com

Louisiana & Mississippi Farm Bureaus Host
Grain Bin Entrapment & Rescue Training

With grain entrapment and engulfment incidents posing a serious danger to farmers, first
responders, and ag workers nationwide, Louisiana & Mississippi Farm Bureaus are teaming
up to bring vital grain bin rescue and safety training to communities in Grant, Natchitoches,
Caddo, and Morehouse Parishes March 3-6, 2026.

Grain bins can be deceptively dangerous — flowing grain behaves much like quicksand, and a
person can sink knee-deep in flowing grain in a matter of seconds and be completely buried
in less than 30 seconds if not rescued quickly. Once trapped, the pressure of the grain makes
self-rescue extremely difficult, and many victims suffocate before help arrives.

Even in recent years, there have been dozens of documented grain entrapment incidents
each year in the U.S., with many resulting in fatalities. In 2024 alone, at least 34 grain-related
entrapments were recorded nationwide, underscoring that confined-space hazards like grain
bins remain a leading cause of serious injury and death in agriculture.

2026 Training Schedule & Locations:

Tuesday, March 3

Brister Auctions, 15307 Hwy. 8, Colfax, LA 71417

Contact: Tina Ogaard, (318) 448-1691, togaard@sfbcic.com (Register by 2/23/26)
Hosted by Grant & Rapides Parish Farm Bureaus & Viserion Grain

Wednesday, March 4

Natchitoches Fair Grounds, 450 Fairgrounds Rd., Natchitoches, LA 71457
Contact: Brandi Procell, (318) 352-8111, bprocell@sfbcic.com

Hosted by Natchitoches Parish Farm Bureau

Thursday, March 5

Precision Ag Services, 13281 Hwy. 71, Gilliam, LA 71029
Contact: Kerri Staggs, (318) 524-5200, kstaggs@sfbcic.com
Hosted by Caddo Parish Farm Bureau

Friday, March 6

Morehouse Activity Center, 9555 Marlatt St., Bastrop, LA 71220
Contact: Tina Cameron, (318) 283-0200, tcameron@sfbcic.com
Hosted by Morehouse Parish Farm Bureau

Training Format:

e The first three evening sessions begin with supper at 5:30 p.m., with classroom instruction
starting at 6:00 p.m. and the total program lasting roughly 2%2-3 hours.

e The Bastrop session begins at 9:00 a.m. and concludes with lunch at noon.

e« Each site will provide a meal for attendees and to prepare 150-250 bushels of corn and a
grain bin panel for hands-on demonstrations.

The training — led by experts from the Mississippi Farm Bureau with assistance from local
safety professionals — is designed primarily for volunteer and full-time firefighters, who are
often first on the scene in a grain rescue. However, farmers and other agricultural workers are
strongly encouraged to attend, as understanding grain bin hazards and prevention practices is
crucial for saving lives and avoiding unnecessary tragedy.

“Grain bins pose very serious dangers,” said Louisiana Farm Bureau Safety Director, Wendell
Miley. “Equipping first responders and farmers with proper rescue and safety knowledge can
mean the difference between life and death.”

About Grain Bin Safety:

On average in the U.S,, nearly two dozen people are killed each year in grain entrapment
incidents, and many more are seriously injured. Around 80% of engulfment incidents occur
when a person is inside a bin while grain-unloading equipment is running, emphasizing why
lockout/tagout procedures and safety training are vital.
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POULTRY SALES & SHOWS

Abbeville Poultry Sales & Swap — Held every 4th Sunday from 8 AM until 12 PM at the
Tractor Supply, 3410 Veterans Memorial Drive. No sick animals and no dogs or cats.
Contact Kenneth Richard at (337) 319-5669.

Denham Springs Poultry Swap — Held every 2nd Saturday from 9 AM until 1 PM at the
Tractor Supply on Florida Boulevard. Only healthy animals, no dogs or cats. Contact
Daniel at (225) 665-9042.

Hammond Poultry Swap — Held 1st Saturday of the month at Tractor Supply on Florida
Boulevard. Only healthy animals. Contact Jenna at (225) 439-9024.

New Iberia Poultry Swap & Sale — Held every 2nd Sunday and 4th Saturday from 8
AM until 12 PM at Tractor Supply on Highway 90. No sick animals and no dogs or cats.
Contact Roy at (337) 523-1807.

Opelousas Poultry Swap & Sales — Held every 1st Sunday from 8 AM until 12 PM at the
Tractor Supply, Highway 190. No sick animals and no dogs or cats. Contact Larry at (337)
945-2804.

Poultry Swap & Farmers Market — Held every 1st and 3rd Saturday from 7 AM until at the
Moss Bluff Tractor Supply. Contact Joyce Conner at (337) 391-1790.

Reeves Auction & Livestock — Held every Ist and 3rd Saturday of the month at 3 PM.
Located at 9271 Highway 190 in Ragley. Includes general merchandise and poultry.
Contact Danny Reeves at (337) 309-9679.

Chicken/Small Farm Animal Auction — Held every Thursday at 6 pm at 1051 W Laurel
Ave, Eunice. Contact David Arnaud 337-224-1038 LA LIC 1383-2025

LIVESTOCK EVENTS

The Louisiana Polled Hereford Association will hold their annual Bayou Classic Sale
on Saturday, April 11, 2026, at 1 PM at the Dean Lee Livestock Facilities and Sales Arena
located at 8105 Tom Bowman Drive, south of Alexandria.

Anyone seeking to consign animals to sale can contact Brett Daigle
(225-571-1766 or fitter70737@yahoo.com) or Ronnie Bardwell
(985-320-8978 or ronniebardwell@gmail.com). The consignment
deadline is February 15, 2026.

Join us on Saturday, February 28, 2026, for a
special day celebrating two great legacies: our
beautiful native plants and America's 250th
Anniversary!

Whether you're a new gardener or a seasoned
expert, you'll enjoy:
* Coffee and sweets to start your day
* Engaging presentations from gardening experts
including topics on Louisiana Super Plants,
Native Plants Past and Present and The
Fundamentals of Pruning.
* A market with unique, local vendors
* Lunch provided
* Silent Auction
* Famous Wagon Raffle
* Greatdoor prizes!

Event to be held at the beautiful Cypress Bend
Resort on Toledo Bend near Many, LA.

Ofipges O]
Follow us on Facebook for  mm) ﬁéﬁﬁa@
the latest updates! i
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Register Here ==

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM, & YOUTUBE / LaAgandForestry
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Louisiana Department of
Agriculture and Forestry
Commissioner Mike Strain, DVM

5825 Florida Blvd.
Baton Rouge, LA 70806
(225) 922-1234

BATON ROUGE HEADQUARTERS

Office of Agricultural &
Environmental Sciences
(225) 925-3770

Office of Agro-Consumer Services
(225) 922-1341

Office of Animal Health & Food Safety
(225) 935-2153

Office of Forestry
(225) 925-4500

Office Management & Finance
(225) 952-8143

Office of Soil & Water Conservation
(225) 922-1269

REGIONAL OFFICES

Crowley Office
(337) 788-7529

DeRidder Office - Forestry only
(337) 463-7801

Hammond Office
(985) 543-4057, 4024

Haughton Office
(318) 949-3225

Indian Creek Recreation Area
(318) 487-5058

Jena Office - Forestry only
(318) 992-1400, 1401

Monroe Office
(318) 345-7595

Natchitoches Office
(318) 357-3126

New Orleans Office
(504) 286-1125

Oak Grove Office
(318) 428-0116

Oberlin Office - Forestry only
(337) 639-4978

Opelousas Office
(337) 948-0230

Woodworth Office
(318) 487-5090




