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Southern University College of Ag to hold VET Explore 2026 for
High School and College Students

The Southern University College of
Agricultural, Human and Environmental
Sciences (CAHES) will host its VET Explore
2026 event on April 25, 2026 from 8 a.m. -
2 p.m. at the Maurice A. Edmond Livestock
Arena, 14600 Scenic Hwy., Baton Rouge,
LA 70807.

The event is open to 9th - 12th graders
and undergraduate college students who
are interested in becoming veterinarians.
The registration fee is $25.00. The
registration period is January 12, 2026 to
March 9, 2026. To register visit, https:/bit.
ly/3ZgKbXq .

“Vet Explore provides students fromacross
the state and beyond the opportunity to
experience veterinary medicine in action,”
expressed Tyra Davis, DV.M,, VET Explore
organizer, Assistant Professor, and Pre-
Vet Program Lead for the CAHES. “As the
largest program of its kind in our state, it
fills critical gaps in access, contact hours,
and hands-on exposure.”

Dr. Davis also highlighted the role of
hands-on experiences and
volunteers in helping students deepen
their understanding of the profession.

veterinary

“Through evolving experiences and
dedicated veterinary volunteers each year,
students can return, grow, and deepen
their understanding of the profession.”
explained Davis. “Most importantly, Vet
Explore allows students to see themselves
reflected in veterinary medicine,
transforming curiosity into confidence,
and possibility into purposeful career
pursuit,” she added.

Activities during the event will include:
¢ Vet School Preparation Materials

 Jag Stars Pre-Vet/Animal Science 101
Session

¢ Hands-on demonstrations in suture
techniques and blood collection

¢ Animal Care and Nutrition

* Engaging Career Exploration Sessions
conducted by real-life veterinarians

¢ Veterinary School Admissions Officers

For additional information on VET Explore
2026 email, vetexplore_info@suagcenter.
com.

Louisiana faces critical shortage of farm veterinarians in rural

Northeast Louisiana and other rural areas
across the state are facing a major shortage
of mixed-animal veterinarians, leaving farm
communities struggling to access essential
livestock care.

Ouachita Parish is among the areas
experiencing the farm veterinarian shortage,
said Oliver Garden the Dean of LSU School of
Veterinary Medicine.

“We have a critical need for veterinarians all
over the country, but it’s particularly prevalent
and important in rural communities where
there are fewer than ever and certainly fewer
than national averages,” said Garden.

Economic impact on rural communities

Adam Handy with Louisiana Tech University
says mixed-animal veterinary  services
are crucial to rural communities and their
economies.

“It has a lot of impact on the local economy.
Our food sources are crucial. And the second
that thereisaninterruptionin access to quality,
safe food, which our veterinarians are on the
front lines of ensuring that,” said Handly.

areas

Pay disparity drives career choices

Garden says more veterinarians are choosing
to treat pets instead of livestock because
companion animal practice offers better pay.

“People who embrace pets as household
members of their family, dogs and cats, has
gone from about 60 to now upwards of 73%.
In order to meet that demand, more and
more graduates are entering that sector of
the workforce, namely companion animal
practice, where the pay, the remuneration is
higher,” Garden said.

Garden says the trend is causing negative
impacts on other important sectors of
veterinary medicine, including:

*+ Food animal

« Equine
 Veterinary medicine
* Public health
 Zoonosis

Early exposure as solution

According to Garden, exposing young people
to veterinary work early could help address
the shortage.

“When you have more veterinarians working in
these communities, and | think this speaks to
maybe one of the causes that, one of the things
that we think could be causing the shortage
or contributing, is getting young children,
students, young adults exposed to what the
work looks like and to that environment so that
they want to pursue that later,” said Garden.

LSU now hosts summer programs for high
school students from rural areas to introduce
them to veterinary careers.

“We have pathway programs. So we do a
program over the summer where students
from rural backgrounds have an experience
that looks like veterinary school for up to two
weeks. Again, those students may not have
considered it as a career destination,” said
Garden.

Along with the programs, Garden says he is
also partnering with universities in the region
to build more pathways into veterinary school.

By Sophia Hauswirth, KNOE
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Producer Spotlight

yt
, A ‘ ! t At St. John Restaurant, nestled in the heart of St. Martinville,
!nf r ‘. ‘ > ‘ culinary tradition meets modern flavor. With a focus on fresh,
14 4 \ e local seafood, the menu boasts a variety of crawfish specialties,

from Fried Crawfish to Crawfish Etouffee, each dish celebrating
. the vibrant Cajun culture. St. John also features hearty gumbos,
rich bisques, and refreshing salads, ensuring there’s something

for everyone. The inviting atmosphere and dedicated service
make every visit a memorable culinary journey, truly capturing the
essence of Louisiana cuisine.

FLAVOR

Rooted in the heart of Louisiana’s Cajun Prairie, Cajun Prairie
Signature Foods has been sharing bold, authentic Louisiana flavor
since 1988. What began as a small herb garden has grown into
°4JUN : CREO\'e a beloved line of Cajun and Creole seasonings, condiments, and
curated gift collections designed to celebrate Southern hospitality
and tradition. Crafted with care and inspired by Louisiana’s rich

o 5 culinary heritage, Cajun Prairie Signature Foods invites customers
m W everywhere to Cook with Spirit and savor the taste of the prairie.
[ 4

Shop Certified first to support growers and producers. The Certified
Louisiana logos guarantee authentic Louisiana products and are
always family favorites.

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED CERTIFIED Faust Farms is a third-generation, family-owned farm established
CAJUN FARMTABLE! CREOLE CRAFT BEVERAGE ) _ ) _

i sromer A touSianA proBUCT oo ANA PROBUCT A toU AN promUer in 1985 and rooted on 60 acres in Amite. The Faust family grows
a wide variety of seasonal produce, including strawberries,
cabbage, eggplant, cucumbers, bell peppers, and tomatoes. They

also produce romaine lettuce and spring mix year-round using

e aathiatd Lt L hydroponic growing methods. All produce is grown directly on the
E&' AGRICULTURE & FORESTRY varoponic growing -All p 9 y

family farm. Be sure to visit Faust Farms on Facebook for details on
where to find their fresh Louisiana-grown products.

#Q 'ﬁ /_Z . s

n CERTIFIEDLOUISIANA.ORG 7o use a QR code, open your smartphone’s camera or a QR code reader app, point

it at the QR code, and follow the on-screen instructions to access the content.

MIKE STRAIN, DVM Commissioner
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CERTIFIED DELICIOUS RECIPES

SWEET POTATO BISCUITS

INGREDIENTS

e 3 call-purpose flour .
e 1Tbsp baking powder .
e 1Tbsp dark brown sugar .
* 1tsp kosher salt .
e 3 tsp cream of tartar .

e Vitsp cayenne pepper

INSTRUCTIONS

—_

Preheat oven to 450°. Line a large baking sheet with parchment paper and reserve.

2. Inlarge bowl, combine flour, baking powder, brown sugar, kosher salt, cream of tartar, and
cayenne pepper. Using a pastry blender, cut in butter until mixture resembles coarse crumbs. Stir
in cheddar cheese and bacon. Make a well in the center of flour mixture.

3. In small bowl, combine milk and sweet potato. Add sweet potato mixture to flour mixture. Using

a fork, stir just until combined. Turn out dough onto a well-floured surface. Knead gently for 12

strokes. Roll dough to a 3/4-inch thick rectangle. Cut into 8 square pieces.

Submitted by Garber Farms | www.sweetpotato.org

- -
Vs c butter ' il

1 ¢ cheddar cheese, shredded

1 ¢ whole milk

2 ¢ sweet potato, cooked and mashed

4 slices cooked bacon, coarsely chopped

-

4. On reserved baking sheet, place biscuits one inch apart. Bake until lightly browned, 12 minutes.

Serve warm with honey-butter or fruit preserves.

CABBAGE STEW IN A FEW

Submitted by Uncle Larry's | uncle-larrys.square.site

INGREDIENTS

Y ¢ of lard or cooking oil

2 lbs of cubed pork (Boston Butt)

1 large onion (diced)

1 can of Rotel

Y% ¢ Uncle Larry's Seasoning

1 ¢ of multi-colored bell peppers (diced) -
okay to use one color

1 quart of Stew in a Few

INSTRUCTIONS

NN

On medium heat, cook down the pork for about 15 minutes.

Add the onions, Rotel, and Uncle Larry’s Seasoning. Continue to cook down for another 30 minutes.
Gradually add the cabbage and cook down for 20 minutes.

Add the bell peppers and cook down for 10 minutes.

Add the stew in a few and simmer for 15 minutes.

If you are not happy with the consistency, simmer longer or add a little corn starch slurry. It is time
to eat.

CLOVER CLUB COCKTAIL

INGREDIENTS

e 20zgin

* 3% 0z C&S Grenadine
e 3% 0zlime juice

c legg

INSTRUCTIONS

Submitted by Cocktail & Sons | www.store.cocktailandsons.com

1.  Add all ingredients to cocktail shaker, and shake hard for five to ten seconds.

2. Add ice, and shake for an additional ten seconds.

3. Strain into a chilled cocktail coupe glass, and garnish with a pick of berries - your choice.

to search for vendors and have Certified Louisiana products delivered right to your door!
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Zero Entry, Zero Tragedies: Grain Bin Safety Week Returns

Grain bin entrapments continue to pose very
serious dangers to farm workers across rural
America. New U.S. Department of Agriculture
data shows 2025 was a record year for corn
production, with more than 17 billion bushels
harvested nationally. At the same time, corn
stockpiles are expected to reach their highest
level in eight years, creating an even greater
need for proper storage and management of
grain.

“With significantly more corn in storage, we’re
already seeing a concerning rise in grain bin
entrapments across the country this year,”
said Brad Liggett, president of Agribusiness at
Nationwide. “Nationwide remains committed
to preventing these tragedies by equipping
local first responders with the life-saving
rescue tools and training they need. While
we’re incredibly proud that these resources
have helped save 16 lives since 2014, including
a recent rescue earlier this month in Missouri,
we know there is still more work to be done.”

To raise awareness and help prevent these
accidents, Nationwide has opened its 13th
annual Nominate Your Fire Department
Contest in recognition of Grain Bin Safety
Week.

A Simple Practice with Big Benefits

Mulching is one of the most accessible and
effective conservation practices available to
small-scale and urban farmers. Fundamentally,
mulching involves covering the soil surface
with a protective layer of organic or inorganic
material. This layer can be made up of natural
materials such as straw, wood chips, shredded
leaves or cover crop residue as well as synthetic
materials like plastic mulch or landscape fabric.
While it may seem like a modest step in farm
management, mulching with organic materials
has powerful implications for soil health,
crop productivity, water conservation and
weed suppression, making it a key practice in
sustainable farming systems.

For farmers working in smaller or urban spaces,
where soil quality may already be compromised
due to previous development, compaction or
limited access to soil amendments, mulching
can offer immediate and long-lasting benefits.
One of the most significant advantages is the
decrease in soil temperature fluctuations and
retention of moisture. Mulch acts as a protective
blanket over the soil, reducing heat from the
sun’s rays and water loss from evaporation
while promoting maximum root growth. In
cooler months, dark colored mulch can warm
the soil and promote spring crop germination
or help insulate young transplants from frost.

Mulching also plays a critical role in weed
suppression. By blocking sunlight from
reaching the soil surface, mulch helps prevent
the germination and growth of unwanted
plants. This can dramatically cut down on

Startling facts: Injuries and fatalities from
grain bins

e In 2024, at least 34 grain entrapments
were documented — a 25% increase from
2023.

e There were 584 documented entrapments
between 2007 and 2024. It’s estimated that
an additional 30% of cases go unreported.

* In four seconds, an adult can sink knee-
deep in flowing grain and be rendered
unable to free themselves without
assistance. In just 20 seconds, an adult can
be fully engulfed.

e 100% of grain bin
preventable.

entrapments are

Grain Bin Safety Week continues to make an
impact:

February 15-21, 2026

Nationwide initiated its annual Grain Bin Safety
campaign in 2014 to raise awareness of the
dangers of working in grain bins and promote
a zero-entry mentality. Grain Bin Safety Week,
which takes place Feb. 15-21, 2026, brings a
national spotlight to the issue each year.

A key component of Grain Bin Safety Week
is the annual Nominate Your Fire Department

Contest, which aims to supply fire departments
across rural America with the specialized
rescue training and equipment needed to
respond if an entrapment occurs. Since 2014,
Nationwide and partners have awarded 452
grain rescue tubes to first responders across
35 states — providing over $2 million in
resources in partnership with local sponsors.

The Nominate Your Fire Department Contest
is now open until April 30, 2026. Learn how to
nominate your local fire department here.

Nationwide works closely each year with the
National Education Center for Agricultural
Safety to deliver both the rescue equipment
and hands-on training.

“Rural fire departments are often the only line
of defense when an entrapment occurs,” said
Dan Neenan, director at NECAS. “It’s critically
important to ensure these first responders not
only have the specialized rescue equipment,
but also the training needed to respond
effectively. NECAS is proud to join Nationwide
and its partners to make a difference.”

For more information about the program
or the nomination process, visit www.
GrainBinSafetyWeek.com. For anyone who
would like to get involved or sponsor a rescue
tube in your area, visit the Grain Bin Safety
Week donations page.

the labor and time small-scale farmers must
dedicate to weeding, allowing them to focus on
other aspects of their land.

Urban soils are often low in organic matter and
biological diversity, which can limit crop yields
and soil resilience. Organic mulches break
down over time, gradually contributing to soil
organic matter and enhancing soil structure,
microbial activity and nutrient cycling. This
function supports the development of a healthy
soil ecosystem by providing habitat and food
for beneficial organisms like earthworms and
microorganisms. These soil lifeforms play
a crucial role in breaking down additional
organic matter, improving nutrient availability
and enhancing overall soil fertility. As such,
mulching becomes more than just a surface
treatment, it becomes an integral part of soil
regeneration.

Erosion control is another important function of
mulch. In areas with limited vegetative cover or
sloped terrain, precipitation can quickly wash
way topsoil, carrying nutrients with it. A well-
applied layer of mulch protects the soil from
the impact of raindrops and reduces runoff,
helping to maintain the integrity of the land
and the productivity of the garden or farm plot.

The USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) recognizes mulching as a key
conservation practice and offers technical
assistance to help farmers implement it

effectively. Through programs like the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP), eligible small-scale and urban

producers may also qualify for financial assistance
to support the use of natural mulch material
(synthetic materials are not covered under EQIP)
and complimentary conservation activities like
cover crops and reduced tillage. Local NRCS field
offices can work with producers to develop a
conservation plan tailored to their specific needs,
ensuring that mulching and other practices are
applied in a way that maximizes their benefits.

In short, mulching is a simple, high impact tool
for building healthy, productive soils in small-
scale and urban farm settings. With support from
NRCS, even the smallest growers can apply this
practice to grow food while increasing resiliency
on their farm.

tept mall Animals
$5 Admission » Education
Saturday, April W™« Feed/Supplies (¥
9am-tpm o Perches/Toys

Sunday, April 12 « Cages/Enclosures
« Concessions__

10am-3pm

Entry is $5/person, 6 years and under get in free.
For more information call 337-212-6581.
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How Drones and Al Are Saving Louisiana’s $13 Billion Farm
Industry Al to Boost Crop Yields

Drones fly over Keith Dugas’ sugarcane fields
near Napoleonville every few weeks now. The
images they capture tell him exactly which rows
need more nitrogen and which don’t — almost
plant by plant.

Josh Hebert farms sugarcane in central
Louisiana. He bought a drone because he got
tired of waiting on crop dusters. “I want to
sweeten my cane when | want to sweeten my
cane,” Hebert says.

Agriculture pumps $13 billion into Louisiana’s
economy every year, but farmers are getting
squeezed. Costs keep rising. Weather’s getting
harder to predict. Finding workers is tough.

The fix isn’t high-tech magic — it’s practical
tools that let Louisiana farmers do what they’ve
always done, just more efficiently.

What Farmers Are Actually Buying

Spray drones have become one of the most
visible changes in Louisiana agriculture.
According to LSU AgCenter research, a
complete setup with batteries and charger runs
$20,000 to $60,000 — way cheaper than the
$1 million or more you’d pay for an agricultural
airplane.

Central Louisiana farmer Josh Hebert bought
a drone so he wouldn’t have to wait for crop
dusters during the busy pre-harvest season.
“l want to sweeten my cane when | want to
sweeten my cane,” Hebert told LSU AgCenter
researchers. Timing matters for applying
ripeners that boost sugar before harvest.

The investment pays off. LSU AgCenter testing
shows drone-treated sugarcane plots averaged
30 more pounds of sugar per ton after six
weeks — same results as airplane applications
but more precise and cheaper.

Paul Van Mol is a first-generation farmer. “I'm
a first-generation farmer, and | grew up in this
area with my dad,” Van Mol said. “Farming with
a drone is another tool we can use for timing.”

Al That Actually Works in Louisiana Fields

Artificial intelligence means something real in
Louisiana agriculture. The LSU AgCenter uses
data analytics, satellite imagery, and Al to help
farmers make decisions in real time.

Keith Dugas farms 2,800 acres of sugarcane
near Napoleonville. Drones fly over his fields
every few weeks, capturing images that drive
farm decisions. Dugas told LSU researchers
he signed up to test GreenSeeker crop sensor
technology nearly 15 years ago to pinpoint
fertilizer applications.

Now he works with LSU graduate student Dulis
Duron to use drone and satellite imagery for
predicting sugar yields. “Before it was kind of
a shot in the dark and mainly using historical
averages to predict yields,” Dugas explained. “I
never thought drones could be as useful as they
are now — flying chemical and ripeners over
the field. These images get better and better,
and the predictions become more reliable.”

The technology creates detailed maps showing
exactly how much nitrogen each row needs.
When Dugas harvests in the fall, GPS-equipped
combines with yield monitors check whether
predictions were right. That data feeds back
into Al models that improve each season.

Rice Farmers Face Different Problems

Rice farming accounts for more than 450,000
acres in Louisiana and brings in $460 million.
Climate change threatens this through rising
nighttime temperatures, shrinking freshwater
supplies, and saltwater intrusion from
hurricanes.

The LSU AgCenter’'s CRISP-RICE project
uses remote sensing, drone technology, and
crop modeling to forecast disease and pest
outbreaks. It also helps farmers time irrigation
and fertilizer better.

North Louisianarice farmers picked up precision
drills faster than farmers down south. Practices
like alternate wetting and drying irrigation cut
water use without hurting yields.

“Usingthese Aland machinelearningtechniques,
we can speed up theresearch process compared
to traditional experimentation that can take
decades,” Luciano Shiratsuchi, LSU associate
professor in the School of Plant, Environmental
& Soil Sciences, said in a 2022 statement.

Why Some Farmers Haven’t Switched Yet

Not every Louisiana farmer has jumped on
board. LSU AgCenter specialist Thanos Gentimis
estimates around 45% of Louisiana farmers
have smart equipment on their machines — but
many don’t use it yet.

Cost stops people. Small to medium-sized
farms might spend $10,000 to $50,000 on Al
tools. Larger operations could top $100,000.

Rural broadband is another problem. Many
precision agriculture tools need reliable
internet for data transmission and real-time
analysis. Programs are working to improve
connectivity, including the Louisiana Climate
and Digital Ag Network (LaCADIAN), which will
create a statewide network of automated field
observatories and sensors.

Data ownership worries some farmers too. They
want to know who’s using their farm data and
who controls it.

Training Louisiana Students to Fly Drones

LSU of Alexandria is training students to
become licensed remote pilots for agricultural
drones. “We are starting the new agricultural
program,” Nathan Sammons, Dean of LSU of
Alexandria’s College of STEM, said. “We want
to train students to work locally and be able
to use drones and other technology to make
farming more efficient, more cost-effective.”

LSU Alexandria, the LSU AgCenter, and
Guardian Aerial — a Louisiana business founded
by former military helicopter pilot Clinton Giglio

— partnered up to bring precision agriculture
education to Louisiana communities.

“This is a unique niche in our industry where we
can incorporate new and emerging technology
that the younger generations coming up
are more fond of and familiar with into the
agriculture industry,” Giglio said.

Ivan Grijalva, an AgCenter assistant professor,
uses machine learning to train computers
to spot redbanded stink bugs, weeds, and
diseases.

What’s Next

Congliang Zhou joined the LSU AgCenter as an
assistant professor and built a robot that moves
through sugarcane fields to count cane stalks
and help with breeding. “When the robotic
system is moving through the field, the sensor
will collect data from different angles of each
plot,” Zhou explained. “Humans can only see
from one angle. That’s the advantage.”

The Al processes field data in real time and
counts more accurately than humans. “The
future of precision agriculture is very exciting
to see,” Zhou said. Right now, most precision
agriculture technologies need a lot of human
labor — someone has to fly the drones and
analyze the data. That work will get automated
too, eventually.

Randy Price has worked on agricultural drones
at the LSU AgCenter for more than a decade.
He’s watched the technology improve fast. “It
looks viable now, and there is a lot of interest,”
Price said. “They are remotely piloted, so it’s
really safe for the pilot. We don’t worry about
someone getting hurt or killed. And they are
low cost — $20,000 to $30,000 or cheaper.”

Why This Matters Beyond the Farm

Technology in agriculture affects more than
farmers. It creates jobs in ag-tech, data science,
and rural broadband infrastructure — helping
Louisiana’s economy grow beyond traditional
industries.

“We’re really excited about the opportunities
that partnering with LSUA, as well as the LSU
AgCenter and the entire LSU program, to deliver
great drone service using Louisiana-sourced
labor, and to enable students to transfer into
a career path in a high-technology industry,”
Jason Ingalls, a Guardian Aerial board member,
said. “That has a meaningful impact on a major
industry in Louisiana agriculture.”

For Louisiana’s farming families, precision
agriculture helps them keep doing what their
families have done for generations while
dealing with modern problems. As Acadiana
farmers face economic pressure and weather
that’s harder to predict, these tools give them
a way forward — keeping farms sustainable
and productive without giving up what makes
Louisiana agriculture Louisiana agriculture.

By Joe Cunningham, KPEL
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Industry FARMER VOICES

Most of the farmers we spoke to were either introduced to agriculture

OF THE MONTH through family traditions or a newfound passion to get closer to the land.

Regardless of their paths, each has a compelling story focused on community

and sustainability. Here’s what they shared about the poultry industry:

What is the biggest lesson you have learned
I pursuing this career?

“The biggest lesson ['ve learned from
pursuing poultry farming is the importance
of communication and transparency. My
entire farm and livelihood depend on the
relationships | build with customers. Over the
past decade, I've developed a strong rapport
3,614 76,568 36 of 64 within our commqnity because .the foung’at/on is bui/l" Qn trust.' My customers
know [ value quality over quantity and will never sacrifice quality for profit.”

Corissa Gioia, Owner of Gioia’s Poultry Farm in Ponchatoula, La
$2 BILLION ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT

What advice would you give to someone
looking to start or scale their operations?

g; “Systems matter more than goals. Create
good processes and stick to them, as over
' time, this allows you to scale more efficiently.
Understand your cost of production in
detail — production, processing, marketing,
and distribution, and price based on your
7 19 1 1 1 4 cost a.nd profit you /?eed 'to make. And build relationships. In Louisia_na,

) especially, relationships with customers, chefs, and local stores matter just
as much as production.”

BROILERS LAYERS

_ . Nick Giovelli, Owner of Credo Farms in Amite, La
27 million 3.3 million

How has technology impacted your
farming practices?

977.9 million 19.3 million

“There have been many innovations

that have benefited the commercial

poultry industry in the last 20 years. The

computerized controllers for these houses

Data gathered from 2022 USDA Census of AW W | B i W have probably been th'e. most benef/"c/'a/.

e s er20as ighghtsef M AGRICULTURE & FORESTRY Our poultry houses utilize computerized
: MIKE STRAIN, DVM Commissioner controllers to control lights, feed lines, fans, and heaters.”

Mitchell Marsalis, Owner of Diamond MB Poultry in Athens, La

LDAF INVOLVEMENT

Office of Animal Health and Food Safety: Under the Poultry and Eggs Program, we have inspectors working across multiple sectors of the industry. Our
mission is to ensure the availability of quality, wholesome poultry and egg products to meet consumers'’ exacting demands. We have a team of highly
trained USDA-licensed state graders who provide quality grading services at Poultry & Shell Egg establishments across the state, ensuring consistent
product standards are upheld for consumer confidence. Our team also inspects retail and warehouse locations to ensure compliance with the Louisiana
Egg Marketing Act by checking labeling, storage temperatures, and dates to ensure freshness and quality.

Poultry Diagnostic Laboratory: Located in Homer, La, The Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry Poultry Diagnostic Laboratory operates as
the Official State Agency in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service to apply the disease
management regulations and guidelines of the National Poultry Improvement Plan (NPIP) and to monitor the health of both commercial and backyard
poultry flocks in Louisiana. This lab performs serological and bacteriological testing, as well as necropsies. Each year, the poultry lab tests, on average,
36,000 serum samples by serological Agar-Gel Immunodiffusion (AGID) and 34,000 by Enzyme-Linked Immunosorbent Assay (ELISA).

Backyard & Exhibition poultry owners can contact the Poultry Diagnostic Lab to certify their flocks in NPIP. This is a voluntary program focused on
disease testing & prevention. NPIP participation is recommended for hatcheries and breeders who sell hatching eggs, chicks, or live birds across state lines
without a veterinary inspection and health certificate, as well as for exhibition and show birds, since many shows require NPIP certification to participate.
Additionally, Louisiana offers NPIP Avian Influenza Clean Certification to Backyard & Exhibition flocks. Avian Influenza Clean certification lasts six months
and is fee-based. Louisiana has 16 Avian Influenza Clean Flocks.

For more information and resources, visit www.ldaf.la.gov/food/selling/meat-poultry.
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Local Arborist William Manuel Achieves Prestigious ISA

While most young entrepreneurs are just
beginning their careers, William Manuel,
owner of HLA Tree Service in Hessmer,
LA, has already established himself as a
dominant force in the Central Louisiana
arboriculture industry.

William Manuel recently achieved the
prestigious designation and trifecta of
credentials: Licensed Louisiana Arborist,
ISA Certified Arborist (50-367105A), and
the specialized Tree Risk Assessment
Qualification (TRAQ). "Central Louisiana
deserves the same caliber of professional
tree care found in major metropolitan
hubs,” said William Manuel. "By becoming
an ISA Certified Arborist, | am bringing
international standards to our backyard.
We aren't just ‘cutting’ trees; we are using
biology and physics to preserve them and
protect the families living beneath them.”

Technical Precision Near Local Landmarks

HLA Tree Service has become synonymous
with tree trimming and removal projects.
William recently led a high-stakes removal
of nine towering pines in Cheneyville, LA,
threading the needle in a tight working area
located near the Cheneyville Post Office and
Sabine State Bank.

This followed another massive precision
project at the Avoyelles Parish School
Board Central Office in Marksville. The team
utilized advanced rigging to remove a 70-
foot tree positioned just inches from the
main building and a flagpole. "Whether we
are working near the Pineville High School
or residential streets in Woodworth, our goal
is to protect the client’s property and our
community’s infrastructure,” says William.

Community Commitment & Core Values

As a locally owned business based in
Hessmer, HLA Tree Service is deeply invested
in the vibrancy of CenLA. From Landmark in
Alexandria to Camp Grant Walker in Pollock,
and Avoyelles Parish Schools , William’s
team is known for their "When Service and
Quality Matter” and “Hard Work Works”
mantra.

Beyond Tree Removal: A Full-Service
Approach

Drawing from years of experience, HLA Tree
Service (online at hlalawnservices.com) has
expanded far beyond simple tree cutting.

Proactive Storm Prep: Specialized pruning
and removal to mitigate ice and wind
damage in Central Louisiana parishes.

Certification

Emergency Service: HLA is avail.
24/7 for Emergency Tree Services &
Storm Cleanup

Complete Debris Solutions: Utilizing
a state-approved disposal operation,
HLA hauls away all tree trunks and
limbs.

Seasoned Firewood: Recycling tree
debris - Providing premium oak
and pecan firewood to neighbors in
Cottonport, Ville Platte, Alexandria,
Pineville and entire CenlLA area.

Insurance Approved: HLA is fully
licensed and insured.

Advanced Financing: To ensure
safety is accessible, HLA now offers
flexible financing options for projects
up to $25,000.

Expanding Their Commercial
Footprint Across Central Louisiana
Parishes

Beyond technical removals, HLA
Lawn & Tree Service has expanded
its footprint as a full-service
commercial provider. The company is
now a leader in Commercial Arborist
Services, tree trimming and removals
for municipalities and businesses
throughout Evangeline, Rapides and St.
Landry parishes.

This commitment to quality has led to
recent successful operations near the
Avoyelles Parish Tourism Office in Mansura,
Haas Auditorium Bunkie, Charles Park in
Alexandria and the Stonegate Community in
Pineville.

What These Credentials Mean for CenLA
Neighbors

In the state of Louisiana, anyone removing
trees for a fee is required by law to have
an Arborist License through the Louisiana
Department of Agriculture and Forestry
(LDAF). While this license proves basic
compliance and insurance, ISA Certification
represents the global "gold standard” of
professional excellence.

ISA Certified Arborist (International Society
of Arboriculture): This is a voluntary,
rigorous certification that only about 30-
40% of tree care workers achieve. It proves
William Manuel has mastered 10 specific
areas of tree science, including biology,
diagnosis, and safety. For neighbors, this
means science-backed decisions rather than
guesswork—preventing harmful practices

like "topping” that can permanently damage
a tree's structure.

TRAQ (Tree Risk Assessment Qualification):
This is a highly specialized credential
specifically for evaluating the safety of a
tree. While many arborists can spot a "dead”
tree, a TRAQ-qualified arborist uses a
standardized, systematic process to identify
hidden structural defects and assess the
likelihood of failure before it happens.

About HLA Tree Service

HLA Tree Service, a division of HLA Lawn &
Tree Service / HLA Enterprises, is a locally
owned andoperatedarboriculture firmbased
in Hessmer, Louisiana, serving the entire
Central Louisiana (CenLA) region including
Alexandria, Pineville, and Ville Platte. Led by
owner William Manuel, a Louisiana Licensed
Arborist (#2837), ISA Certified Arborist, and
TRAQ Qualified professional, the company
specializes in precision trimming, proactive
storm preparation, tree removal and
emergency tree services. HLA Tree Service
is fully licensed and insured, committed to
safety, expertise, protecting local property
and a strong Louisiana work ethic. For more
information, visit www.hlalawnservices.
com For professional assessments or 24/7
emergency storm response, contact HLA
Tree Service at 318-TREEMAN.
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POULTRY SALES & SHOWS

SHOW ARENAS,
BARNS, ETC.

Acadia Parish Rice Arena

159 Cherokee Drive, Crowley
(337) 783-1442 or (337) 384-4500
ricearena@appj.org

Assumption Parish Ag
Complex & Arena

119 Robin Street, Napoleonville
www.assumptionla.com/AgComplex

Bogalusa Community Arena
20239 Airport Road, Bogalusa

Clinton Covered Arena

14730 Highway 10, Clinton
(225) 316-6779
www.clintonarena.com

D’Arbonne Range Riders Arena

202 Rodeo Road, Farmerville
www.darbonnerangeriders.com

Morehouse Activity Center

9525 Marlatt Street, Bastrop
(318) 281-3164
www.morehouseactivitycenter.com

SugArena at Acadiana
Fairgrounds
713 Northwest Bypass (Hwy 3212)
New lberia (337) 365-7539
WWW.sugarena.com

Sweetwater Campground
& Riding Stables Arena
57056 N. Cooper Road, Loranger
(985) 878-6868
www.sweetwater-campground.com

Terrebonne Livestock

Agricultural Fair Assoc. Arena
221 Moffet Road, Houma
(985) 665-1005
www.terrebonne-livestock.org

Texas Longhorn Rodeo

Arena, 3274 Highway 109, SVinton
(337) 589-5647

WANT TO LIST YOUR ARENA?

Email marketbulletin@ldaf.la.gov
or call (225) 922-1284

Abbeville Poultry Sales & Swap — Held every 4th Sunday from 8 AM until 12 PM at the
Tractor Supply, 3410 Veterans Memorial Drive. No sick animals and no dogs or cats.
Contact Kenneth Richard at (337) 319-5669.

Denham Springs Poultry Swap — Held every 2nd Saturday from 9 AM until 1 PM at the
Tractor Supply on Florida Boulevard. Only healthy animals, no dogs or cats. Contact
Daniel at (225) 665-9042.

Hammond Poultry Swap — Held 1st Saturday of the month at Tractor Supply on Florida
Boulevard. Only healthy animals. Contact Jenna at (225) 439-9024.

New lberia Poultry Swap & Sale — Held every 2nd Sunday and 4th Saturday from 8
AM until 12 PM at Tractor Supply on Highway 90. No sick animals and no dogs or cats.
Contact Roy at (337) 523-1807.

Opelousas Poultry Swap & Sales — Held every 1st Sunday from 8 AM until 12 PM at the
Tractor Supply, Highway 190. No sick animals and no dogs or cats. Contact Larry at (337)
945-2804.

Poultry Swap & Farmers Market — Held every Ist and 3rd Saturday from 7 AM until at the
Moss Bluff Tractor Supply. Contact Joyce Conner at (337) 391-1790.

Reeves Auction & Livestock — Held every 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month at 3 PM.
Located at 9271 Highway 190 in Ragley. Includes general merchandise and poultry.
Contact Danny Reeves at (337) 309-9679.

Chicken/Small Farm Animal Auction — Held every Thursday at 6 pm at 1051 W Laurel
Ave, Eunice. Contact David Arnaud 337-224-1038 LA LIC 1383-2025

CATTLE AUCTIONS

Kinder Livestock (MON)
13008 Highway 190, West Kinder | (337) 738-2778, www.cattleusa.com

Dominique Stockyard (MON)
1462 Airline Highway, Baton Rouge | (225) 356-5203, dominiqueslivestock.com

Amite Livestock Co. (TUES/SAT)
58449 Highway 51, Amite | (985) 748-8636, www.cattleusa.com

Dominique Stockyard (TUES)
2800 W. Landry Street, Opelousas | (337) 942-5661, dominiqueslivestock.com

Red River Livestock Auction (WED)
P. O. Box 456, Highway 1, Coushatta | (318) 932-5691, www.cattleusa.com

Delhi Livestock Auction (WED)
774 Highway 80, Delhi | (318) 878-2394

Advertising your event in the
Market Bulletin is FREE & EASY!

To ensure timely publication, please submit your event
(including date, time, location and any other details) at
least 6 weeks prior to the event.

* marketbulletin@Ildaf.state.la.us
» Fax (225) 923-4828
» 5825 Florida Blvd., Ste. 2001, Baton Rouge, LA 70806
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LIVESTOCK

EVENTS

The Louisiana Polled Hereford
Association will hold their annual
Bayou Classic Sale on Saturday, April
1, 2026, at 1 PM

at the Dean Lee
Livestock Facilities
and Sales Arena
located at 8105 Tom
Bowman Drive, south of
Alexandria.

HORSE EVENTS

Bogalusa Cow Sorting

For more information, call Troy
Crain at (985) 516-7507 or Blake
Chiasson at (985) 285-0892 or email
sorting@3DOTS.us.

Cotton Country Open Horse Show
Assoc.

All shows held at the Northeast LA
Exhibition Center on Hwy 33 in Ruston.
For more information, visit www.
ccohsa.com.

Jefferson Davis Riders Club

All shows held at Crowley Rice Arena
and begin at 9 AM unless otherwise
noted. For more information, call Cathy
Meche at (337) 526-2281 or visit
www.jeffdavisridersclub.org.

Livingston Horse Show Association
All shows held at South Park Arena
in Denham Springs unless otherwise

noted. For more information, visit www.

livingstonhorseshow.weebly.com or
call (985) 507-0605.

Louisiana Little Britches Rodeo

All events held at the West Cal Arena
unless otherwise noted. For more
information, visit

lalbra.weebly.com or email lalbra@
yahoo.

Deep South Stock Horse Show Assoc.
All shows begin at 9 AM and alternate
between Clinton and New Roads
arenas.

March 14 - New Roads
April 4 - Clinton

May 16 - Clinton

June 6 - New Roads
September 5- New Roads
September 19 - Clinton
October 24 - New Roads
November 7 - New Roads

More information:

http://dsshsa.weebly.com/ or email:
dsshsa@gmail.com
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EPA Advances Farmers’ Right to Repair
Their Own Equipment, Saving Repair Costs
and Productivity

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) advanced American farmers and equipment
owners’ lawful right to repair their farm and other nonroad diesel equipment. EPA’s guidance to
manufacturers clarifies that the Clean Air Act (CAA) supports, rather than restricts, Americans’
ability to make repairs on their own, and makes clear manufacturers can no longer use the
CAA to justify limiting access to repair tools or software. For America’s farmers, timely and
affordable repairs are essential to planting, harvesting, and keeping operations running.

“EPA is proud to set the record straight and protect farmers. For far too long, manufacturers
have wrongly used the Clean Air Act to monopolize the repair markets, hurting our farmers,”
said EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin. “Common sense is following the law as it is written, and
that is what the Trump EPA is committed to doing. By protecting every American’s right to
repair, we're not just fixing devices, we're securing a stronger, more independent future for our
country.”

“This is another win for American farmers and ranchers by the Trump Administration. By
clarifying manufacturers can no longer use the Clean Air Act to justify limiting access to repair
tools or software, we are reaffirming the lawful right of American farmers and equipment
owners to repair their farm equipment,” said Secretary of Agriculture Brooke L. Rollins. “Thank
you, Administrator Zeldin, for continuing to put farmers first. This is expected to save our
farmers thousands in unnecessary repairs, saving much needed funds after Bidenflation drove
up equipment costs on average 45%.”

“EPA’s guidance affirming the Right to Repair will save our agricultural communities thousands
of dollars by eliminating corporate middlemen and empowering farmers to fix their own
equipment,” said Small Business Administrator Kelly Loeffler. “The Clean Air Act has long
crushed family farmers across America - but under the Trump Administration, they are finally
getting the regulatory relief to break free from burdensome Green New Scam rules and focus
on the vital job of feeding, clothing, and fueling America and the world.”

For years, prominent equipment manufacturers have interpreted the CAA’s emission control
anti-tampering provisions as preventing them from making essential repair tools available to
all Americans. This has forced farmers to take their equipment exclusively to manufacturer-
authorized dealers to be fixed, even though the repair could have been made in the field or
at a nearby independent repair shop. Not only has this made repairs more costly, but it has
also caused many farmers to opt for older agricultural equipment that lack modern emission
controls simply because they can fix that equipment themselves.

EPA’s guidance does not change the law, weaken emission standards, or reduce compliance
obligations. Rather, it clarifies what the CAA already states, that temporary overrides of
emission control systems are allowed when it is for the “purpose of repair” to that equipment
to obtain proper functionality. This clarification applies to all nonroad diesel engines equipped
with advanced emission control technologies including selective catalytic reduction and
inducement systems as well as Diesel Exhaust Fluid (DEF) system repairs. Importantly,
farmers and equipment owners are not required to rely on authorized dealers exclusively to
fix equipment. This makes clear that the law should not serve as a barrier to timely, affordable
maintenance of agricultural equipment.

This action will not only expand consumer choice and provide opportunities for farmers but also
encourage the use of newer farm equipment. This underscores the agency’s commitment to
both America’s farmers and EPA’s core mission of protecting human health and the environment.

Background

On June 3, 2025, John Deere sent a letter to EPA requesting the agency issue guidance
confirming that temporary emission control overrides are allowed by EPA. The agency’s
guidance is a direct response to this request and makes clear that temporary overrides are
allowed under the CAA.

On August 12, 2025, Administrator Zeldin announced new guidance urging engine and
equipment manufacturers to revise DEF system software in existing vehicles and equipment.
EPA’s action works to protect hard-working American farmers, truckers, and other diesel
equipment operators from sudden shutdowns and give them the time to make repairs without
impacting productivity or safety.
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2026 Lagniappe Saturdays

March 14th « 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Mike McKenzie

March 28th « 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Shannon & Mason Granade
April 11th « 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Clayton Maza

April 18th = 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.

Dave Gore

April 25th « 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Encore

May 2nd « 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Coyote Pines Band

May 16th = 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.

Dave Gore

May 23rd « 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Murphy’s Law

May 30th « 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.

Mike McKenzie

September 5th « 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Dave Gore

September 12th < 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Mike McKenzie

September 26th « 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Shannon & Mason Granade
October 3rd » 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Mike McKenzie

October 10th » 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Clayton Maza

October 17th » 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Murphy’s Law

November 7th « 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Encore

November 14th « 3:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Dave Gore

NO OUTSIDE ALCOHOL

NO PETS

5693 New Natchitoches Road
West Monroe, LA 71292

318-557-9050

e Open hours are from 1AM
until the music ends.

* This is NOT a regular concert.
This is a single-man band, duo,
or trio on the front patio.

e This is a FREE event - no
cover charge or tickets.
(PLEASE TIP THE MUSICIAN!)

e Landry Vineyards wine will be
for sale by the glass & bottle.
¢ Vineyard and Winery Tours
will be conducted as usual.

* Wine tastings & wine flights
will be conducted as usual.

* Tables will be first come, first
served. No table reservations
for Lagniappe events, except
for Wine Club Members.

* Guests can bring a chair or
blanket in case tables are full.
* We will have 12" pizzas,
cheese blocks, summer
sausage, & crackers available
for purchase, but guests can
bring food or snacks.

Come celebrate an afternoon
of fun with your family and
community while listening to
local music and drinking
Landry Vineyards wine!

Thank you for supporting our
Louisiana family owned and
operated winery and
vineyard!

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM, & YOUTUBE / LaAgandForestry

FEBRUARY 19, 2026

Louisiana Department of
Agriculture and Forestry
Commissioner Mike Strain, DVM

5825 Florida Blvd.
Baton Rouge, LA 70806
(225) 922-1234

BATON ROUGE HEADQUARTERS

Office of Agricultural &
Environmental Sciences
(225) 925-3770

Office of Agro-Consumer Services
(225) 922-1341

Office of Animal Health & Food Safety
(225) 935-2153

Office of Forestry
(225) 925-4500

Office Management & Finance
(225) 952-8143

Office of Soil & Water Conservation
(225) 922-1269

REGIONAL OFFICES

Crowley Office
(337) 788-7529

DeRidder Office - Forestry only
(337) 463-7801

Hammond Office
(985) 543-4057, 4024

Haughton Office
(318) 949-3225

Indian Creek Recreation Area
(318) 487-5058

Jena Office - Forestry only
(318) 992-1400, 1401

Monroe Office
(318) 345-7595

Natchitoches Office
(318) 357-3126

New Orleans Office
(504) 286-1125

Oak Grove Office
(318) 428-0116

Oberlin Office - Forestry only
(337) 639-4978

Opelousas Office
(337) 948-0230

Woodworth Office
(318) 487-5090




