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Producer Spotlight

To use a QR code, open your smartphone's camera or a QR code reader app, point it at the QR code, and follow the on-screen instructions to access the content.

Shop Certified first to support growers and producers. The Certified Louisiana logos guarantee authentic 
Louisiana products and are always family favorites.

Brown’s Grocery & Market has been a trusted staple in Lake Charles since 1978, when Jim and Janie Brown founded the family-owned 
business with a commitment to serving their community. More than just a grocery store, Brown’s Market provides affordable, high-quality 
groceries, including fresh produce, quality meats, and everyday essentials families rely on.

In addition to their retail offerings, Brown’s proudly produces their Certified Louisiana product, Brown’s Season All, a signature seasoning 
blend that reflects their dedication to quality and Louisiana flavor. As a Certified Louisiana member, Brown’s Grocery & Market continues to 
support local agriculture while delivering products that represent the rich culinary traditions of the state.

Rooted in Jeff Davis Parish in the heart of Southwest Louisiana, this family’s agricultural legacy spans five generations. Built on a deep 
respect for the land and a steadfast commitment to quality, their operation continues the traditions that have shaped their role in Louisiana 
agriculture today.

As a commercial cow-calf operation, they proudly provide premium, locally raised, grass-fed beef products year-round. From their family to 
yours, they remain dedicated to delivering exceptional quality and flavor while supporting Louisiana farmers and ranchers. Their mission is to 
offer consumers the opportunity to experience the benefits and freshness of locally grown beef raised with care and integrity.

Chafunkta Brewing Company was established in 2013 and remains Mandeville's only craft brewery. Locally owned and operated, this small, 
family-run nanobrewery takes pride in in their ability to produce great tasting, complex craft beer. They believe in providing consistency and 
quality to the drinker and attribute their results to passion and personal attention in every step of the process. Along with a great product, 
they have an impressive venue which offers a variety of entertainment including live music and special events like painting and trivia. 

#Certi�edCajun

#Certi�edLouisiana #Certi�edFarmtoTable

#Certi�edLouisiana #CraftBeverage

Brown’s Grocery & Market

Fontenot Beef

Chafunkta Brewing Company

Filters

Certified Louisiana
Following Search this PageLearn morei
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C E R T I F I E D  D E L I C I O U S  R E C I P E S
Visit CertifiedLouisiana.org to search for vendors and have Certified Louisiana products delivered right to your door!

BIG BELLY CAJUN ROASTED PORK LOIN
Submitted by Big Fat Belly Good | bigfatbellygood.com

INGREDIENTS INSTRUCTIONS
•	 5-6 lb boneless pork loin
•	 Your choice of either Big Fat Belly 

Good Original or Hot Cajun Seasoning
•	 6 oz of stock or water

1.	 Preheat oven to 450 °F. 
2.	 Wash the roast and pat it dry. Cut slits 2 inches 

apart and halfway through the loin. Rub with  
seasoning, making sure to work it into each slit. 

3.	 Place the loin in a pan and add 6 oz. of either wine, 
water, or stock, do not pour liquid directly onto the 
loin. Shake your choice of seasoning into the pan. 

4.	 Cover with aluminum foil and bake for 40 minutes. 
Uncover the pan and reduce the temperature 
to 280°F. Cook for one hour longer. Use a meat 
thermometer to make sure the loin is fully cooked 
(160°). Be careful not to overcook.

CORN SOUP

INGREDIENTS
•	 1 lb peeled shrimp 
•	 3 medium potatoes diced 
•	 ¼ c cooking oil 
•	 ½ pack of Bailey’s dried seasoning
•	 1/3 c Bailey’s Cajun Creole Roux Mix 
•	 2- 16 oz cans whole corn 
•	 1 – 16 oz can cream corn 
•	 1 – 8 oz can whole tomatoes 
•	 ½ lb Andouille (cut into ¼" slices) 

INSTRUCTIONS
1.	 In a 5qt pot, cook shrimp, ½ pack of Bailey’s dried 

seasoning, and Andouille in oil on medium heat 
for 10 minutes. 

2.	 Add tomatoes, whole corn, cream corn, and 2 
cups of hot water and cook for 10 minutes. 

3.	 Mix 1/3 cup of roux into 4 cups of hot water, 
and add to mixture. Add potatoes, and 1 pack of 
spices, and mix well. Stirring occasionally, cook 
on medium for 20 minutes or until potatoes are 
tender.

STRAWBERRY MALTED MILK SHAKE

INGREDIENTS INSTRUCTIONS
•	 2 c fresh strawberries
•	 2 tsp Pure Vanilla Puree
•	 4 Tbsp malted milk powder
•	 1/2 c milk
•	 6 scoops vanilla ice cream
•	 strawberry sauce
•	 whipped cream, for serving

1.	 Place the strawberries, Vanilla Puree, malted milk 
powder, milk and ice cream into a blender. Blend 
until smooth and creamy.

2.	 Layer the milkshake into glasses, alternating with 
ribbons of strawberry sauce. Top with whipped 
cream and fresh strawberries.

Submitted by Bailey’s Cajun Creole Roux Mix | www.baileyscajuncreolemix.com

Submitted by Red Stick Spice Co. | blog.redstickspice.com

Do you want a chance to be featured on our website 
and in our upcoming cookbook?

Submit your recipes to certifiedla@ldaf.state.la.us. All recipes are 
required to use a minimum of one Certified Louisiana product.

SHARE YOUR

Certified Louisiana Recipes!
Certified Louisiana Recipes!

›	 appetizers 
›	 brunch

›	 main dishes
›	 sides

›	 desserts
›	 cocktails

Send us recipes for:
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Scan to download the 
Geaux Book

The Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry is proud to offer 
the Geaux Book for farmers, ranchers, and landowners in Louisiana. 
It's a great place to gather all personal, medical, and business contacts 
and information in one place. In the unfortunate case of a family illness, 
storm, or other emergency, you'll have everything you need in a single 
unified document.

The Geaux Book is a pre-formatted Excel spreadsheet, but it can be 
easily modified to fit your family's operation. Simply fill out the parts 
that work for you and add other sections as needed.

Louisiana Geaux Book

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance to Agricultural Producers in Louisiana 
Impacted by Winter Storms

category (kind/type and weight range of 
eligible livestock). Livestock producers who 
experience losses related to extreme cold 
should check with their local FSA office for 
LIP eligibility criteria. 

Meanwhile, the Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) provides eligible producers 
with compensation for feed and grazing 
losses. ELAP also includes costs associated 
with equipment rental fees for hay lifts and 
snow removal. For ELAP, producers are 
required to complete a notice of loss and 
application for payment to their local FSA 
office no later than March 1, 2027, for 2026 
calendar year losses.     

Additionally, eligible orchardists and nursery 
tree growers may be eligible for cost-share 
assistance through the Tree Assistance 
Program (TAP) to replant or rehabilitate 
eligible trees, bushes or vines. TAP 
complements the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) or crop insurance 
coverage, which covers the crop but not the 
plants or trees in all cases. For TAP, a program 
application must be filed within 90 days of 
the disaster event or the date when the loss 
of the trees, bushes or vines is apparent.   

“Once you are able to evaluate the impact on 
your operation, be sure to contact your local 
FSA county office to timely report all crop, 
livestock and farm infrastructure damages 
and losses,” said Craig McCain, State 
Executive Director for FSA in Louisiana. “To 
expedite FSA disaster assistance, you may 
need to provide documents, such as farm 
records, herd inventory, receipts and pictures 
of damages or losses.”   

FSA also offers a variety of direct and 
guaranteed farm loans, including operating 
and emergency farm loans, to producers 
unable to secure commercial financing. 
Producers in counties with a primary or 
contiguous disaster designation may be 
eligible for low interest emergency loans to 
help them recover from production and 
physical losses. Loans can help producers 
replace essential property, purchase inputs 
like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, 
cover family living expenses or refinance 
farm-related debts and other needs. 

Additionally, FSA offers several loan servicing 
options available for borrowers who are 
unable to make scheduled payments on 
their farm loan programs debt to the agency 
because of reasons beyond their control. 

Risk Management

Producers with NAP coverage should report 
crop damage to their local FSA office and 
must file a Notice of Loss (CCC-576) within 15 
days of the loss becoming apparent, except 

for hand-harvested crops, which should be 
reported within 72 hours. 

Producers with risk protection through Federal 
Crop Insurance should report crop damage to 
their crop insurance agent within 72 hours of 
discovering damage and be sure to follow up 
in writing within 15 days. 

“Crop insurance and other USDA risk 
management options are offered to help 
producers manage risk because we never 
know what nature has in store for the future,” 
said Roddric Bell, Director of USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency (RMA) Regional Office 
that covers Louisiana. “Disasters can be trying 
for producers, and they should stay in close 
contact with their crop insurance agent. 
Producers can be assured that the Approved 
Insurance Providers, loss adjusters and agents 
are experienced and well-trained in handling 
these types of events.”    

Conservation

FSA’s Emergency Conservation Program 
(ECP) and Emergency Forest Restoration 
Program (EFRP) can assist landowners and 
forest stewards with financial and technical 
assistance to restore fencing, damaged 
farmland or forests, and remove snow from 
feed stocks, water supplies and feeding areas. 

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) is always available to 
provide technical assistance during the 
recovery process by assisting producers to 
plan and implement conservation practices 
on farms and working forests impacted by 
natural disasters. The Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) can help producers 
plan and implement conservation practices 
on land impacted by natural disasters.

“At USDA, we serve as a partner to help 
landowners with their resiliency and recovery 
efforts,” said Sarah Trichel, Acting NRCS State 
Conservationist in Louisiana. “Our staff will 
work one-on-one with landowners to make 
assessments of the damages and develop 

methods that focus on effective recovery of 
the land.” 

Assistance for Communities

Additional NRCS programs include the 
Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) 
program, which assists local government 
sponsors with the cost of addressing 
watershed impairments or hazards such as 
debris removal and streambank stabilization.    

Eligible sponsors include cities, counties, 
towns or any federally recognized Native 
American tribe or tribal organization. Sponsors 
must submit a formal request (by mail or 
email) to the NRCS state conservationist 
for assistance within 60 days of the natural 
disaster occurrence or 60 days from the date 
when access to the sites become available. 
For more information sponsors should please 
contact their local NRCS office.  

More Information  

Additional USDA disaster assistance 
information can be found on farmers.gov, 
including USDA resources specifically for 
producers impacted by winter weather. Those 
resources include the Disaster Assistance 
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact 
sheet, Loan Assistance Tool, and Natural 
Disasters and Crop Insurance fact sheet. 
Additionally, FarmRaise offers an 

FSA educational hub with LIP and ELAP 
decision tools as well as farm loan resource 
videos. For FSA and NRCS programs, 
producers should contact their local USDA 
Service Center. For assistance with a crop 
insurance claim, producers and landowners 
should contact their crop insurance agent.     

FSA NewsFSA State Office 
Locator

Helpful Links

Cont. from page 2
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National Weights and Measures Week 
National Weights and Measures Week is 
observed annually from March 1st through 
7th and commemorates President John 
Adams signing the first U.S. weights and 
measures law on March 2, 1799. This week 
highlights the importance of fair and accurate 
measurements in everyday commerce. The 
work of the Division of Weights and Measures 
includes everything from grocery purchases 
to fuel sales and relies on knowledgeable 
inspectors with certified, accurate standards 
working daily to eliminating short weights, 
overcharges, and deceptive weighing 
practices. In Louisiana, LDAF inspectors 
examine tens of thousands of devices yearly 
to maintain equity and integrity in the 
marketplace. While most transactions go 
smoothly, hidden issues can arise in certain 
sales practices, especially with popular local 
products.

One area of concern involves all-you-can-eat 
restaurants or similar buffet-style eateries 
including hot pot and sushi restaurants. Many 
establishments use scales to weigh leftovers 
or to-go plates for billing in pay-by-weight 
setups. If these scales are not properly 
calibrated customers and businesses could 
face inaccurate charges and disputes over 
measured portions. By law, these scales 
must be registered and certified by LDAF 
prior to being placed into service. LDAF's 
Division of Weights and Measures oversees 
all commercial scales, large and small, to 
ensure they meet nationally established 
accuracy standards, protecting both sides 
from unintentional errors.

Another frequent issue occurs with seafood 
like crawfish, shrimp, and crabs, as well as 
nuts, acorns, and other agricultural products 
sold in bulk or pre-packaged. Louisiana law 
requires clear net contents labeling on bags 
or sacks of crawfish (e.g., in indelible ink or 
waterproof lettering). Violations can include 
underfilled packages, the use of inaccurate, 

uncertified scales, or deceptive labeling 
that implies local origin for imported goods. 
Recent enforcement action has targeted 
restaurants and retailers failing to disclose 
imported seafood origins, with hundreds 
cited for labeling issues. These rules 
safeguard Louisiana's local seafood heritage 
and prevent consumers from receiving less 
than is advertised.

Increasingly, sales of local agricultural 
products including nuts, seafood, produce, 
and other goods are taking place via social 
media platforms, like Facebook Marketplace 
and online marketplaces like eBay. These 
sellers must comply with the same standards 
as brick and mortar retailers in Louisiana. 
Primarily, all products sold by weight require 
accurate measurement on certified scales, 
proper packaging with accurate declarations 
of identity, responsibility and net weight, 
and no misleading claims. Informal or home-
based sales can sometimes overlook these 
requirements, leading to short weights, 
inaccurate scales, or non-compliant 
labeling. The LDAF Division of Weights and 
Measures encourages buyers to verify a 
sellers compliance with these laws before 
completing any purchases, and to report any 
suspected issues to us.

During National Weights and Measures Week 
and throughout the year, we would like to 
remind consumers and businesses alike that 
accurate weights and measures practices 
build trust in Louisiana's markets. If you 
encounter a questionable scale, package, 
weighing practice, or online listing, contact 
LDAF's Division of Weights and Measures for 
inspection or guidance. Fair and equitable 
trade supports our farmers, fishermen, and 
communities, so let's all work to keep our 
measurements honest and transparent. For 
more information on LDAF’s services, visit 
ldaf.la.gov. Happy Weights and Measures 
Week!

@laagandforestry

The next industry had a total economic value of $643.3 million in 2022.
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How fire, people and history shaped the South’s iconic longleaf 
pine forests

For thousands of years, one tree species 
defined the cultural and ecological identity of 
what is now the American South: the longleaf 
pine. The forest once stretched across 92 
million acres from Virginia to Texas, but about 
5% of that original forest remains. It was one 
of North America’s richest ecosystems, and it 
nearly disappeared.

As part of my job with the Mississippi State 
University forestry extension, I help private 
landowners, public agencies and nonprofit 
conservation groups restore these ecosystems. 
The forests’ story begins before European 
settlement, when Native peoples shaped and 
sustained this vast landscape using one of 
nature’s oldest tools: fire.

Longleaf pine trees depend on fire for survival 
and regeneration. Fire reduces competition 
from other plants, recycles nutrients into the 
soil and maintains the open structure of the 
landscape where longleaf pines grow best. 
In its open, grassy woodlands, red-cockaded 
woodpeckers, gopher tortoises, orchids, 
pitcher plants and hundreds of other species 
find homes. 

Native stewardship

Longleaf pine seedlings spend about three 
to 10 years in a low, grasslike stage, building 
deep roots and resisting flames that sweep 
across the forest floor. Regular, low-intensity 
fires keep the ground open and sunny, and 
allow an incredibly diverse understory to 
flourish: pine lilies, meadow beauties, white 
bog orchids, carnivorous pitcher plants and 
dozens of native grasses.

For millennia, Native American tribes 
intentionally set fires to keep these areas 
open for hunting, travel and agriculture. 
This practice is evident from Indigenous 
oral histories, early European accounts and 
archaeological findings. Fire was part of daily 
life – a tool, not a danger

European settlers arrive

When the first Europeans made it to that 
part of North America, they encountered a 
landscape that seemed almost limitless: tall, 
straight pines ideal for shipbuilding; deep 
soils in the uplands suited for farming; and 
understory, the plants that grow in the shade 
of the forest, perfect for open-range grazing.

Longleaf pine trees became the backbone 
of early industries. They provided lumber, 
fuel and naval supplies, such as tar, pitch 
and turpentine, which are essential for 
waterproofing wooden ships. By the mid-
1800s, the naval industry alone consumed 
millions of longleaf pines each year, especially 
in the Carolinas, Georgia and Florida.

At the same time, livestock, especially hogs, 
roamed freely and caused unexpected 

ecological damage. Hogs rooted up the 
starchy, above-ground stems of young 
longleaf seedlings, often wiping out an area’s 
entire year of seedlings before they could 
grow beyond the grass stage.

Still, even into the mid-1800s, millions of acres 
of longleaf forest remained intact. That would 
soon change.

Industrial logging and the collapse of a forest

By the late 19th century, the industrial South 
entered a new era of logging. Railroads could 
reach deep into forests that were previously 
inaccessible. Steam-powered skidders 
dragged huge logs to mobile mills that could 
turn thousands of acres of trees into lumber 
in a single season. Lumber towns appeared 
overnight, then disappeared once the last 
trees were cut.

Most longleaf forests were felled between 
1880 and 1930, with little thought given 
to regrowth. Land was cheap, timber was 
valuable, and scientific forestry was in its 
infancy. After logging, what was left on the 
ground at many sites burned in wildfires too 
hot for young longleaf pines to survive. Some 
of the fires were ignited accidentally by sparks 
from railroads or logging operations, others 
by lightning, and some by people attempting 
to clear land.

Other parcels of land were overrun by hogs 
or were converted to farms. Other forestland 
simply failed to regenerate because longleaf 
requires both good seed years and carefully 
timed burning to establish new generations 
of seedlings. By 1930, the once-vast longleaf 
forest was effectively gone.

A turning point

The early 20th century brought public debates 
about fire. National forestry leaders, trained 
in northern ecosystems where wildfire was 
destructive, insisted that all fire was harmful 
and should be quickly extinguished. Southern 
landowners disagreed. They had long 
understood that fire kept the woods open, 
reduced pests and improved forage.

A series of pioneering researchers, including 
Herbert Stoddard, Austin Cary and others, 
proved scientifically what Native peoples 
had practiced for centuries: Prescribed fire is 
essential for longleaf pine forests.

By the 1930s, prescribed fire began to gain 
acceptance among Southern landowners and 
wildlife biologists, and by the 1940s it was 
recognized by state forestry agencies and the 
U.S. Forest Service as a legitimate management 
tool. This shift marked the beginning of a slow 
recovery of the forest.

Yet, after the logging of old-growth longleaf 
pine forests ended, foresters faced challenges 

regenerating the trees. Early planting attempts 
often failed. The longleaf species grows more 
slowly than loblolly or slash pine, making it 
less attractive to industry.

Millions of acres that once supported longleaf 
pines were converted to fast-growing 
plantation pines through the mid-20th century. 
By 1990, only 2.9 million acres of longleaf pine 
forest remained.

A new era of restoration

But beginning in the 1980s, research 
breakthroughs had begun to offer the 
prospect of change. Studies across the 
Southeast demonstrated that longleaf pine 
trees could be reliably planted if seedling 
quality, site preparation and fire timing were 
carefully managed.

Improved genetics – for instance, choosing 
those seedlings more likely to grow straight 
and tall and those more resistant to disease 
and drought – and starting seedlings in 
containers increased survival dramatically.

At the same time, landowners and agencies 
began to appreciate the benefits of longleaf 
pines. They are strong enough to withstand 
hurricanes, resistant to pests and disease, and 
provide high-quality timber and exceptional 
wildlife habitat. And they are compatible with 
grazing, need little to no fertilizer or other 
support to grow, and are ready to adapt to a 
warming, more fire-prone climate.

Today, many organizations are restoring 
longleaf pine trees across national forests, 
private lands and working farms.

Landowners are choosing the species not only 
for conservation but for recreation, hunting 
and cultural reasons.

In many parts of the South, longleaf pines 
have become a symbol of both heritage and 
resilience to hurricanes, drought, wildfire and 
climate change.

The longleaf pine ecosystem is more than 
a forest: It is the story about how people 
shape landscapes over centuries. It thrived 
under Native fire stewardship, declined under 
industrial exploitation, and is now returning – 
thanks to science, collaboration and cultural 
rediscovery.

The future of the longleaf pine forest will 
depend on continued use of prescribed fire, 
support for and from private landowners 
and recognition that restoring a complex 
ecosystem takes time. But across the South, 
the open, grassy longleaf pine ecosystems 
are coming back. A forest once given up for 
lost is becoming, again, a living emblem of the 
southern landscape.

By Andrea De Stefano
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Louisiana Ag Hall of Distinction inducts three new members

A forester, a former LSU AgCenter 
administrator with an entomological 
background and an advocate for Louisiana’s 
sugarcane industry were inducted into the 
Louisiana Agriculture Hall of Distinction. The 
induction took place at the L’Auberge Hotel 
in Baton Rouge Feb. 26.

The inductees are Walsh Timber Company 
President David Cupp, of Natchitoches; 
Rogers Leonard, the former AgCenter 
program leader for plant and animal 
sciences, of St. Joseph; and Jim Simon, 
general manager of the American Sugar 
Cane League since 2004, of New Iberia.

A joint effort of the LSU AgCenter, Louisiana 
Radio Network, Louisiana Farm Bureau 
Federation and Louisiana Department of 
Agriculture and Forestry, the Louisiana 
Agriculture Hall of Distinction honors 
individuals who have made significant 
contributions to agriculture or agriculture-
related industries. Previous inductees have 
represented farming, ranching, forestry, 
aquaculture, education and agribusiness.

Cupp was raised in the Hudson River Valley 
of New York. His family vacationed often in 
the mountains of Vermont, and it was there 
he learned to appreciate the environment, 
especially the trees that covered the 
landscape.

After receiving two degrees from Virginia 
Tech University, his first job was with Boise 
Cascade. After spending five years there, 
he began working for the Walsh Timber 
Company in Zwolle. Cupp and his company 
are responsible for managing more than 
150,000 acres of timberland that produces 
more than 2.5 million tons of timber per year.

His job has him working daily with 
landowners, loggers and mills that produce 
forest products. Earning trust from these 
entities is a crucial component to success 
and a key to sustaining longevity in the 
timber industry.

“We want that long-term business,” Cupp 
said. “We work in a small area here. If you 

violate that trust, guess what? You’re out of 
business. We want that reputation of ethics 
and moral and doing the right thing.”

Leonard grew up in St. Joseph in Tensas 
Parish. Working summers at the LSU 
AgCenter Northeast Research Station gave 
him an introduction into agriculture and laid 
the foundation for a long career.

Leonard started his postsecondary 
education at Northeast Louisiana University 
with intentions of being a pharmacist. He 
transferred to Louisiana Tech to study 
agricultural engineering. He eventually 
made his way down to LSU in Baton Rouge, 
graduating in agronomy. He earned his 
master’s and doctorate from LSU, focusing 
on entomology.

Leonard has described his career as a 
circular path — his college days spent in 
school and scouting fields, his time with 
the AgCenter focusing on research, 
extension and administration, and his 
later years, returning to his roots as a 
consultant.

“Louisiana agriculture remains the 
largest industry in our state and will 
for the foreseeable future,” Leonard 
said. “You will have fewer farmers. The 
farms will get larger. Someone will 
always farm the land, but food and 
fiber are the backbone of Louisiana.”

Simon was raised in Franklin, where 
his father served as county agent for 
St. Mary Parish. His first job out of 
college was in the banking industry, 
and this job allowed him to venture 
into agriculture, as some of his clients 
were farmers and millers of sugarcane.

Since 2004, Simon has been the 
general manager of the American 
Sugar cane League, an organization 
that serves as one voice for Louisiana 
sugarcane producers, millers and 
refiners. Two of the primary duties 
of the league include variety 

David Cupp, left, president of Walsh Timber Company in 
Zwolle. Photo by Randy LaBauve/LSU AgCenter

Rogers Leonard, left, former LSU AgCenter administrator. 
Photo by Randy LaBauve/LSU AgCenter

Jim Simon, left, general manager of the American Sugar 
Cane League. Photo by Randy LaBauve/LSU AgCenter

development research and lobbying for the 
domestic sugar industry.

Sugarcane has been commercially grown in 
Louisiana since the 1790s and is the largest 
row crop in terms of value in the state.

“It provides almost a $4 billion economic 
impact to our state,” Simon said. “We have 
about 450 cane-farming families and the 11 
operating raw sugar mills that produce sugar 
in Louisiana. So it’s critically important from 
a financial perspective, from a historical 
perspective. It’s part of what we do.”

For more information regarding the 
Louisiana Agriculture Hall of Distinction 
event, contact Renee Martin with the 
Louisiana Radio Network at 225-291-2727 or 
office@louisianaradionetwork.com.
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Kinder Livestock (MON)
13008 Highway 190, West Kinder | (337) 738-2778, www.cattleusa.com 

Dominique Stockyard (MON)
1462 Airline Highway, Baton Rouge | (225) 356-5203, dominiqueslivestock.com

Amite Livestock Co. (TUES/SAT)
58449 Highway 51, Amite | (985) 748-8636, www.cattleusa.com

Dominique Stockyard (TUES)
2800 W. Landry Street, Opelousas | (337) 942-5661, dominiqueslivestock.com 

Red River Livestock Auction (WED)
P. O. Box 456, Highway 1, Coushatta | (318) 932-5691, www.cattleusa.com

Delhi Livestock Auction (WED)
774 Highway 80, Delhi | (318) 878-2394

cattle Auctions

Show Arenas, 
Barns, etc. 

Acadia Parish Rice Arena
159 Cherokee Drive, Crowley

(337) 783-1442 or (337) 384-4500
ricearena@appj.org

Assumption Parish Ag 
Complex & Arena

119 Robin Street, Napoleonville
www.assumptionla.com/AgComplex

Bogalusa Community Arena
20239 Airport Road, Bogalusa

Clinton Covered Arena
14730 Highway 10, Clinton

(225) 316-6779
www.clintonarena.com

D’Arbonne Range Riders Arena
202 Rodeo Road, Farmerville

www.darbonnerangeriders.com

Morehouse Activity Center
9525 Marlatt Street, Bastrop

(318) 281-3164
www.morehouseactivitycenter.com

SugArena at Acadiana 
Fairgrounds

713 Northwest Bypass (Hwy 3212)
New Iberia (337) 365-7539

www.sugarena.com

Sweetwater Campground 
& Riding Stables Arena

57056 N. Cooper Road, Loranger
(985) 878-6868

www.sweetwater-campground.com

Terrebonne Livestock
Agricultural Fair Assoc. Arena

221 Moffet Road, Houma
(985) 665-1005

www.terrebonne-livestock.org

Texas Longhorn Rodeo
Arena, 3274 Highway 109, S.Vinton

(337) 589-5647

WANT TO LIST YOUR ARENA?

Email marketbulletin@ldaf.la.gov
or call (225) 922-1284

Abbeville Poultry Sales & Swap — Held every 4th Sunday from 8 AM until 12 PM at the 
Tractor Supply, 3410 Veterans Memorial Drive. No sick animals and no dogs or cats. 
Contact Kenneth Richard at (337) 319-5669. 

Denham Springs Poultry Swap — Held every 2nd Saturday from 9 AM until 1 PM at the 
Tractor Supply on Florida Boulevard. Only healthy animals, no dogs or cats. Contact 
Daniel at (225) 665-9042. 

Hammond Poultry Swap — Held 1st Saturday of the month at Tractor Supply on Florida 
Boulevard. Only healthy animals. Contact Jenna at (225) 439-9024.

New Iberia Poultry Swap & Sale — Held every 2nd Sunday and 4th Saturday from 8 
AM until 12 PM at Tractor Supply on Highway 90. No sick animals and no dogs or cats. 
Contact Roy at (337) 523-1807.

Opelousas Poultry Swap & Sales — Held every 1st Sunday from 8 AM until 12 PM at the 
Tractor Supply, Highway 190. No sick animals and no dogs or cats. Contact Larry at (337) 
945-2804. 

Poultry Swap & Farmers Market — Held every 1st and 3rd Saturday from 7 AM until at the 
Moss Bluff Tractor Supply. Contact Joyce Conner at (337) 391-1790. 

Reeves Auction & Livestock — Held every 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month at 3 PM. 
Located at 9271 Highway 190 in Ragley. Includes general merchandise and poultry. 
Contact Danny Reeves at (337) 309-9679. 

Chicken/Small Farm Animal Auction  — Held every Thursday at 6 pm at 1051 W Laurel 
Ave,  Eunice.  Contact David Arnaud 337-224-1038  LA LIC 1383-2025

Poultry Sales & Shows

To ensure timely publication, please submit your event 
(including date, time, location and any other details) at 
least 6 weeks prior to the event.

•	marketbulletin@ldaf.state.la.us
•	Fax (225) 923-4828
•	5825 Florida Blvd., Ste. 2001, Baton Rouge, LA 70806
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Bogalusa Cow Sorting
For more information, call Troy 
Crain at (985) 516-7507 or Blake 
Chiasson at (985) 285-0892 or email 
sorting@3DOTS.us. 

Cotton Country Open Horse Show 
Assoc.
All shows held at the Northeast LA 
Exhibition Center on Hwy 33 in Ruston. 
For more information, visit www.
ccohsa.com. 

Jefferson Davis Riders Club
All shows held at Crowley Rice Arena 
and begin at 9 AM unless otherwise 
noted. For more information, call Cathy 
Meche at (337) 526-2281 or visit 
www.jeffdavisridersclub.org. 

Livingston Horse Show Association
All shows held at South Park Arena 
in Denham Springs unless otherwise 
noted. For more information, visit www.
livingstonhorseshow.weebly.com or 
call (985) 507-0605. 

Louisiana Little Britches Rodeo
All events held at the West Cal Arena 
unless otherwise noted. For more 
information, visit 
lalbra.weebly.com or email lalbra@
yahoo.

Deep South Stock Horse Show Assoc.
All shows begin at 9 AM and alternate 
between Clinton and New Roads 
arenas.

March 14 - New Roads
April 4 - Clinton
May 16 - Clinton
June 6 - New Roads
September 5- New Roads
September 19 - Clinton 
October 24 - New Roads 
November 7 - New Roads

More information: 

http://dsshsa.weebly.com/ or email: 
dsshsa@gmail.com 

Horse Events

Saving farmers money on equipment 
purchases

Livestock 
events

The Louisiana Polled Hereford 
Association will hold their annual 
Bayou Classic Sale on Saturday, April 
11, 2026, at 1 PM 
at the Dean Lee 
Livestock Facilities 
and Sales Arena 
located at 8105 Tom 
Bowman Drive, south of 
Alexandria.

A proposed law removes the sales tax on 
farm machinery

Lawmakers are looking at removing sales 
taxes on ag equipment sales to help farmers 
save some money.

Mississippi State Senator Neil Whaley’s bill 
SB 2272 passed in the Senate on Feb. 9 by a 
vote of 50-1.

The legislation proposes axing the 1.5 percent 
sales tax rate on “retail sales of farm tractors 
and parts and labor used to maintain and/or 
repair such tractors, when made to farmers 
for agricultural purposes,” the bill says.

Farm implements, materials for raising 
poultry and livestock, agricultural lime, and 
logging equipment would also be exempt 
from the tax.

The tax exemption wouldn’t be a blanket 
exemption.

SB 2272 directs the State Department of 
Revenue to create an application process 
for qualified farmers to get a permit for the 
exemption.

Once a farmer has the permit, he or she shows 
it at the point of sale, and the 1.5 percent tax 
would be removed.

Farm equipment is becoming increasingly 
expensive in Mississippi.

In 2019, a farmer would’ve spent an average 
of $190,000 on a tractor. By 2025 that 
figure jumped to $330,000, Mississippi State 
University’s yearly estimated ag budgets say.

Removing the sales tax from equipment sales 
is a tangible way to support farmers as they 
navigate challenging financial times.

“Mississippi farmers have been struggling 
with multiple years of losses, and this is 
a straightforward way we can provide 
immediate relief and cut their operating 
costs,” Delbert Hosemann, Lt. Gov. of 
Mississippi, said in a Feb. 9 social media post 
after the bill passed.

The National Federation of Independent 
Business also supports the legislation.

Exempting farmers from the sales tax on 
equipment would put Mississippi in line with 
other states.

A total of 32 states provide sales tax 
exemptions for farm equipment sales.

The bill is now before the Mississippi House 
of Representatives for consideration.

By: Diego Flammini, Farms.com

Entry is $5/person, 6 years and under get in free. For more information call 337-212-6581.
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FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM, & YOUTUBE / LaAgandForestry

Louisiana Department of 
Agriculture and Forestry
Commissioner Mike Strain, DVM

5825 Florida Blvd. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806 

(225) 922-1234

BATON ROUGE HEADQUARTERS
Office of Agricultural & 
Environmental Sciences 

(225) 925-3770

Office of Agro-Consumer Services 
(225) 922-1341

Office of Animal Health & Food Safety 
(225) 935-2153

Office of Forestry 
(225) 925-4500

Office Management & Finance 
(225) 952-8143

Office of Soil & Water Conservation 
(225) 922-1269

REGIONAL OFFICES
Crowley Office 
(337) 788-7529

DeRidder Office – Forestry only 
(337) 463-7801

Hammond Office 
(985) 543-4057, 4024

Haughton Office 
(318) 949-3225

Indian Creek Recreation Area 
(318) 487-5058

Jena Office – Forestry only 
(318) 992-1400, 1401

Monroe Office 
(318) 345-7595

Natchitoches Office 
(318) 357-3126

New Orleans Office 
(504) 286-1125

Oak Grove Office 
(318) 428-0116

Oberlin Office – Forestry only 
(337) 639-4978

Opelousas Office 
(337) 948-0230

Woodworth Office 
(318) 487-5090


