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What is Communism?

Communism is a form of government stemming from the ideas of Karl Marx, where the
government controls money, goods, and property, with the goal of distributing everything
equally among its citizens.

Why is it important?

Communism opposes capitalism. Instead of free market and competition within society,
communism promotes the equal distribution of all goods and property among its people.
Basically, nobody owns anything, except for the government. This way of life has led to
poverty and corruption, because when government officials are given too much power,
they get greedy. While equality in everything may sound fair, when the government
promises to make everything equal, it creates oppression and lack of freedom.

What is Freedom of Speech?

Freedom of speech is the right to express ideas, information, and opinions without facing
punishment from the government.

Why is it important?

Did you know that people have been thrown in prison for criticizing their government
or protesting against certain rules¢ It's true. There are places around the world where
people cannot speak their mind freely for fear of punishment or persecution. If you live
in a place where you can proudly declare your religion, share your honest opinions on
anything, or speak up against ideas

you disagree with, then you have

freedom of speech. In fact,

in your country, it may

even be a protected right

in your government’s

constitution or laws. This

is an important freedom

that should be respected

and protected by

governments everywhere.

oYiEl: Learning the Truth 1




1l
[ ]

-

-_;--‘ml

winuunnnit
.‘\‘\““Ill\l
AT

T\ W




South” . Japan
Korea ,

7

e '
Vietnam W Philippines

’T;i\;dan We\come to
North Korea

A In Far East Asia, wedged between

/ %/‘ " the Sea of Japan and the Yellow

: Ses, lies the Korean Peninsula.
L This slender 680-mile-long piece
of land is home to a unique people.
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North Korea

Despite a history of outside pressures from much
more powerful neighbors, the Korean people have
maintained their own remarkable culture. For
centuries, rulers and conquerors from places like
China, Russia, Mongolia, and Japan have tried to
influence and control the peninsula, but the
Korean people have always preserved their
unique identity.

The Empire of Japan invaded Korea in 1910
and brutally controlled the peninsula for 35
years. After the United States defeated the
Japanese in World War Il and forced them
out of the peninsula, Koreans looked
forward to a new era of peace and
freedom. Instead, however, they faced a
new invader: communism. Due to this
new enemy, there is no country today
named Korea.
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The peninsula is divided into two nations — South Korea and North Korea — and they
are so different that there no longer is a united Korean culture.

South Korea:
A country established in East Asia in 1948. The United States helped defend the people

of South Korea when its neighbor, North Korea, invaded in 1950. It is currently a free and
prosperous country.

North Korea:
A country established in East Asia in 1945. In 1950, its leader, Kim ll-sung, invaded its
neighbor, South Korea. It has had a communist system of government since 1945 and is

one of the most oppressive countries in the world.

North Korean
Flag
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Flag
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The Korean War

Once the Japanese surrendered, the people of the Korean

Peninsula were left without a government. The United States wanted

the people of Korea to adopt a Western way of living. However,
Korea's neighbors, China and the Soviet Union (USSR), wanted Korea
to be like them — a communist nation. According to communism, the
government should control all aspects of the people’s lives. This
means that those who make and enforce the country’s laws control
what everyone else can say, where they live, what religion they can
practice, what they eat, and how they run their businesses.

Communism:

A system where the
government controls
every aspect of the

people’s lives and where
individuals cannot own
anything by themselves.

The United States knew that if they did not get involved, the entire
Korean Peninsula would soon be ruled by a communist government.
From 1945 to 1948, the USA tried negotiating for Korea to be free from
communist control, but the USSR refused. During these years, the USA
and USSR split the peninsula in half along the 38th parallel, dividing the
country into North and South Korea. The USA provided support for the
Koreans who lived in the southern half. The USSR and China provided
support for the northern half and selected a communist leader for them Korean DMZ:

named Kim Il-sung. The border between
North and South
Korea, which is 160

\\\ miles long.

Kim Il-sung believed strongly in communism, and
wanted to unify North and South Korea into one country
under the communist system. To do this, in the summer
of 1950, he sent military troops over the 38th parallel in
an act of war. Fighting erupted, and for the next three
years, South Koreans (supported by the USA and the
newly formed United Nations) battled communist North
Koreans (supported by the USSR and China) across the
peninsula for supremacy. The conflict turned into a
stalemate where neither side could achieve victory. When
the fighting stopped, an estimated 3-5 million soldiers and
civilians had died, and a demilitarized zone, Korean
Demilitarized Zone (Korean DMZ), was built to serve as a
border back at the original 38th parallel. The peninsula
would now be home to two separate countries — South
Korea and communist North Korea.
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Meet Tae-song

During his childhood, Tae-song never had a
full belly either, but that changed when he
went off to his military training. After
graduating from high school, all North Korean
boys and girls are required to join the military,
but Tae-song was sent to special training in
the capital. The North Korean government
thinks he is very talented, and he has a
position that is usually reserved for people
who grew up in the capital. He now eats three
meals a day and is never hungry.

Jong-sim hopes to follow in her older
brother’s footsteps, but she knows it will be
difficult. North Koreans are required to
confess things they have done or thoughts
they've had that go against the government's
rules. Telling on yourself is mandatory and
normal in North Kores, but telling on a friend
or neighbor can get you special privileges. A
few years ago, Tae-song was able to tell on
an entire group of people, and he has been
rewarded greatly. Not only is he no longer
hungry, but as @ member of the prestigious
Ministry of Social Security, he may one day
even see Dear Leader.

8 PragerU Educational Magazine for Kids



“Dear Leader”

Once the separation between North and South was complete, Kim
II-sung ruled over North Korea as a dictator until his death in 1994. During
the near half century that he was in charge, Kim carefully created a world
where he had complete control, and no one could challenge his
authority. The government built monuments and statues of Kim Il-sung all
over the country (there are believed to be over 40,000), and North
2 Koreans are required to show these statues “proper” respect whenever
| they pass by them. Murals and paintings of Kim can be found in public
e . places all over the country, and every North Korean household is
required to have a portrait of Kim Il-sung and his son, Kim Jong-il (who
ruled over North Korea from 1994-2011), hanging on a wall. The
portraits must be hung high enough so that all family members look up
at them, and they must be cleaned daily with special cloth. No other
portraits are allowed on the same wall. Homes are regularly inspected,
and if the portraits are dusty or dirty, the family is punished. The North
Korean government ordered the people to refer to Kim Il-sung as the
Great Leader and Kim Jong-il as Dear Leader. Religion is against the law
in North Kores, but everyone must worship the Dear Leader because,

they are told, he is the one who provides them with everything
they have.

Dear Leader:

The title North Koreans used to
address Kim Jong-il.

Tyrant:
A ruler who oppresses his people,
ignoring their rights and taking

away their freedom. Once in power, Kim ll-sung created a system of government where he

controlled everything and there was no opposition within the
communist leadership group. When he died, his son took over and
ruled in the same way. Today, his grandson, Kim Jong-un, who is
referred to as the Dear Respected Leader, maintains complete control

of the country. In this way, North Korea resembles a monarchy with a
tyrant king.

Throughout history, there are many examples of kings and dictators
who have tried to have complete control over their people. It is a very
risky way to lead. If they are able to provide stability and comfort,
citizens will be happy, and the leader alone can take all credit. But if
life for the people ever becomes uneasy and difficult, the leader is
responsible for all the blame. This can lead to revolution and loss of
power for the ruler. Kim knew this risk, and to guard against it, he
created a world where he controls what North Koreans know. North
Koreans like Jong-sim are completely closed off from the outside
world — they are never allowed to leave the country, all information
from outside the country is forbidden, and all information inside the
country is controlled by the government. Kim knew that even if his
3 government failed to meet the needs of the people, he, his son, and
v his grandson would stay in power if they kept their people ignorant.

: N\
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Taught to
Hate and Fear

One tactic the three Kim dictators have used to keep most North
Koreans ignorant is teaching them that their country is under attack
from outside enemies. Despite being a small country (ranked 99th
in size), and having an average population size (sbout 26 million, or
54th in the world), North Korea has one of the globe’s largest
militaries. North Koreans believe that they need such a large
military because they are taught South Korea and the USA are
always threatening to invade them. This is a lie. No country is
threatening North Kores, but the people do not know this. They
grow up learning to hate both South Korea and America, and
are warned that only the Dear Leader protects them from
being defeated and turned into slaves.

North Koreans are taught to fear the outside world when in
reality, they are under attack from inside the country.
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Class-Based Social
Structure:

A social system where
people are divided into
groups based on wealth
or background and
where the government
treats some groups better
than others. In this
system, everyone is stuck
in the group they are
assigned.
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i Because he is honest and honorable,
Tae-song went to the village's local
| | ihorities and reported  information

— about the secret church meetings. He
P8 5308  4hought that being loyal to the rules was
the right thing to do. Soon after, members
of the Ministry of Social Security swarmed
the village, investigated the situation, and
punished the church members. Most of
them, including Tae-song’s friend, were
handcuffed and sent away on a train. Two
church leaders were publicly killed in the
main village square, and the government
North Korea Trivia: publicly honored Tae-song for his bravery

and loyalty to the rules of North Korea. He
North Korea is home to the biggest stadium in the world! We Tiaw considered & local hero and
Jong-sim was very proud of her older
North Korea is commonly called the “Hermit Kingdom” brother. The.governme‘n.’r B¥EN rewardgd
because it is'so seciative, Tae-song with a position in the elite
Ministry of Social Security. After
North Korea has one of the largest militaries in the world. graduating high SChOOL_E_’” his C|§§smafes
were sent to standard military training, but
Rollerblading is very popular in Pyongyang. Tae-song was sent to the capital. He was

now considered special and would
receive special training.
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The Capital

Moving to the capital for training was a shock to Tae-song’s senses. He
had grown up eating one small meal per day — usually a mixture of rice,
roots, and flowers. There was so little protein available to eat that he has
eaten mice and rats. In the capital, however, Tae-song ate three meals a day,
each featuring meat or eggs. For the first time in his life, he wasn't hungry, and
he had energy he had never felt before. For a while, the smells and tastes were
overwhelming, but the biggest adjustments for him were the sights and sounds
of the city. Tae-song was used to life in the village where there were no cars, paved
roads, or reliable electricity. In Pyongyang, however, there are many modern
skyscraper buildings, traffic-filled avenues, and electricity that can be used 24 hours
per day. It took Tae-song several weeks to get used to having light at night.

Many people who live in the capital hold important positions in the government and
military. Most live in apartments with televisions, and some have cars and cell phones, but
none of them own any of these things. The communist government provides everything
that people have, and can take anything or everything away at any time. At first, after
arriving in the capital, Tae-song felt jealous of the other young men training alongside him.
Most of them had been raised in the capital and had grown up in homes with electric heating
and television. Some even had access to the internet. But Tae-song soon learned that despite
all the privileges, those who lived in the capital lived in constant fear of the government taking
everything away — or even being sent away in handcuffs on a train. Life in the city was much more
comfortable than the village, but it was also very stressful.

133l

DEEEEEEE‘UEDE

ARTIANTIAHE

s v g

T
e

14’ PragerU Educational Magazine for Kids




Tae-song soon made friends, and he learned as much from them as he did from his
Ministry of Social Security training. His new friends had grown up in the capital,
and even though their television shows and the internet from their phones had
been completely censored by the government, they knew far more than he did
about the world outside of North Korea. None of them had ever left the country,
but most had experiences of buying forbidden materials from illegal markets in
the city. These included magazines and DVDs smuggled in from South Korea
and China. The first time a friend showed Tae-song a South Korean movie, he
almost fainted and became afraid. All his life, he had been told that South
Korea was a terrible place filled with evil Koreans and ruled by horrible
America. In the movie he watched, South Korea didn't look like a terrible
place, but it did look very different from North Korea.

Around the World: Learning the Truth 15




South Koreg vs. North Koreg

Following the Korean War, the United States decided to keep a military presence in South Korea and help
build the new nation into an ally with shared values. The results have been incredible. It took decades of
growing pains for South Korea to adopt some Western ways into their culture, but by the 1980°s, they had
transitioned to a free, democratic, and modern nation. In 1988, South Korea hosted the Summer Olympic
Games and showed the world they were thriving. Meanwhile, North Korea was entering a crisis.

The Korean Peninsula is rich in natural resources like iron ore and coal, and North Korea sells these
materials to other countries (mostly China). But instead of using the money for food, energy, or to make
North Korea a nicer place to live, Kim ll-sung chose to use almost all of the money for his military and
security forces. To provide food for the North Korean people, Kim relied on assistance from his Korean War
ally, the Soviet Union (USSR, but what would happen if the Soviet Union could no longer help?

While South Korea was demonstrating the benefits of freedom, the communist world was in chaos. From
the mid-1980s to 1991, the most powerful communist country in the world, the Soviet Union (USSR),
completely collapsed and ceased to exist. This had a huge impact on North Korea because they relied
heavily on USSR support to feed their people. After the fall of the USSR, North Korea needed food fast, but
their communist system did not make it possible to increase food production, and the result was a massive
food shortage. People began to starve.

This photo was taken from space.  *
It shows the difference between
North Korea and South Korea at
night. Notice how dark North
Korea is. Imagine what it would be

like to live in a world without
electricity.

North Korea
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Seoul is the capital of South Korea.
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Learning the Truth

When training ended for Tae-song, he was sent to his first assignment as a member of the
Ministry of Security. He is a guard at a prison camp a few hours by train from his home
village. He was told that if he performs well as a prison guard, it will be possible for him to
be back in the capital in just a few years as a detective, investigating suspected enemies
of the government. The prison camp has an iron ore mine. Prisoners are forced to work
and their lives are terrible. During his second week guarding the camp, a new group of
prisoners arrived. They had been caught secretly practicing religion. When Tae-song
learned this, memories of his own experience rushed through his mind, and he began
feeling uneasy. Should he be proud of his life¢ He had a new respected position that no
one from his village had ever had before. Should he feel shame and guilt¢ The only
reason he had his new position was because he provided information that resulted in
people, including his old friend, being sent to a prison camp like the one where he now
works.

Most of his fellow guards have family who live in the capital. When they return to the
prison after visits home, many smuggle in news, songs, and movies from South Korea.
Tae-song still doesn't know much about the world outside of North Korea, but he is
beginning to understand that he has been lied to his entire life. South Korea looks and
sounds like a nice place, and even though he knows very little about America, he doubts
that it is evil like he has always been taught. He knows life in North Korea is not as great
as the government says.

18 JPragerU Educafioﬁal Magazine for Kids




Tae-song tried to talk to some of his fellow guards about his uneasy
feeling, but they told him to be quiet. They reminded him that as a
member of the Ministry of Social Security, he is well-fed and has a warm
bed. If he is caught questioning the government, he will quickly go from
guard to prisoner. They also remind him that if he continues to work
hard and keeps his thoughts and questions to himself, in a few years he
could be living in the capital, eating in restaurants, and attending
parades.

Tae-song is on track to have a life full of comforts that very few North
Koreans get to have, but it doesn't make him happy. He often
wonders what his life would be like if he hadn't turned in his friend

and become the village hero. He is beginning to understand his
participation in the system that keeps a very small number of North
Koreans happy and healthy, while all others work, starve, and live

in fear. Sometimes Tae-song wishes he could go back to when he
didn't know what he knows now. He was always hungry, but he
wasn't part of a terrible government that hurts so many people.
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1.

. A country established in East Asia in 1945. In 1950, its leader

Crossword

A country established in East Asia in 1948. The United States
helped defend this country when its neighbor invaded in 1950.

Think
About 1t

Tae-song now knows the
truth about North Korea,
but he also knows that he is
powerless to change
anything. He will have
opportunities to tell
Jong-sim all that he has
learned, but is unsure if he
should. Write a letter to
Tae-song, and give him
advice about what he
should do. Should he tell
his sister the truth about
their country or should
he keep what he knows
to himself¢ Make sure
you give an explanation
with your decision.

. A system where the government controls every aspect of the : |

people’s lives and where individuals cannot own anything by

themselves.

. The title North Koreans used to address Kim Jong-il.

invaded its neighbor. It has had @ communist system of
government since 1945.

The border between North and South Korea.

A ruler who oppresses his people, ignoring their rights and taking
away their freedom.

Answers on page 22



Dried Flower Crafts

Jong-sim doesn't have toys or pets, so
she likes to spend her free time
picking wildflowers and creating dried

How to Dry F lowers:
flower art. You can make your own

dried flower art by following the 1. Pick colorful flowers. Thinner flowers will dry faster.

instructions below. 2. Place each flower on a paper towel and arrange so that it lays
flat. Place another paper towel on top of the flowers. Put the
paper towels with flowers inside of a heavy book and close.

3. Wait for 24 hours.

4. Check the flowers. If they are not yet dry, close the book and
wait another 24 hours.

Pressed
Flower Art

1. Decide what you'd like
to decorate with your
pressed flowers. You can
use plain paper, colored

construction paper, a blank
greeting card, a paper
notebook, or other paper
goods.

2. Using white glue, arrange
and glue your flowers, petals,
and leaves onto the paper. Be
creative!
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Colony:
A country or area under control of another country. Hong
Kong was a part of the British Empire from 1841 to 1997.

Welcome to
Hong Kong

Welcome to Hong Kong — a giant city located
in Southeast Asia. It is a beautiful place where
7.5 million people and over ten thousand tall
buildings fit neatly between jungle-covered
mountains and the South China Sea. Because
of its location, Hong Kong is a great place for
people from different parts of the world to meet
and do business with each other. Hong Kong is
a fast-paced, modern city full of stores, banks,
markets, and restaurants. Traditionally, Hong
Kong was a part of China, but for most of the
1800s and 1900s, it was a colony of Great
Britain. While under British rule, Hong Kong
culture became very different from China’s. In
1997, Great Britain gave Hong Kong back to
China, and it has been under Chinese rule ever
since. Even info the third decade of being back
together, Hong Kong has maintained an
identity that is unique from the rest of what is
called “mainland China,” and these differences
cause conflict.
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Meet Keo .,//

This is Keo. He lives with his mom and dad in a high-rise apartment

in Hong Kong. Keo's middle school is one of Hong Kong's many

international schools — some of his classmates and friends are like

him, born and raised in Hong Kong, but many come from Europe, .

the United States, and other places from around the world. Like

most people who live in Hong Kong, Keo speaks multiple

/ languages. When at home with his family, or out with his friends, he

usually speaks a type of Chinese called Cantonese. In school, Keo

< speaks English, and like most of the younger generation of

= Hongkongers, he has learned Mandarin — the type of Chinese that
is spoken most often in mainland China.

Qutside of school, Keo enjoys role-playing video games online with
his friends. His favorite subject in school is history, and he especially
likes video games that transport players into time periods long-ago. : /
Keo also loves basketball. He plays shooting guard for his school -
team and is @ massive fan of the NBA's Golden State Warriors.
Hong Kong is on the other side of the world, so Keo doesn't get to
watch as many games as he'd like. Most NBA games are played at
night, and when it's night in America, it’s morning in Hong Kong. On
school days during lunch, Keo and his friends love to check game
highlights and talk about the NBA.

Atime zoneisanareaon
Earth that has a specific time
that all citizens can set their
clocks to. Different time zones
exist as you move around the
surface of the Earth.

Around the World: Keo Fights for Freedom 25



: Changes tor Hong Kong n

In mainland China, the Chinese Communist Party controls the government and &
restricts what people can and cannot say. There is no freedom of speech. The CCP
monitors what Chinese people say and do, and they get very upset when citizens
disagree with their governmental decisions. If Chinese citizens say anything that
the CCP does not like, they can be arrested and put in jail. The same rules apply
to the media and the internet. In China, the government often tells

newspapers, magazines, and TV shows what they can and can't publish in their ACommuPlsm:
articles, and if a Chinese citizen posts something on their social media that goz‘:';m; where
the government doesn't like, they can get in serious trouble. Biivate propertyls not

allowed and the
Under British rule, Hongkongers had freedom of speech, the press was government controls
free to publish stories and articles about any topic, and people were free what its citizens can say
to gather in groups to demonstrate and protest government decisions. and do.

Hongkongers were used to having greater freedom than mainland

Chinese people. To help with the transition, Britain and China agreed -

that the people of Hong Kong would keep their freedoms for 50 "‘ | =
years — until 2047 — despite being under Chinese i Y '« \
authority. This agreement was called “One N A
Country, Two Systems,” and it remains in 8 f
place today. When the agreement came into s |
effect, there was cautious hope in Britainand , '
the United States that over five decades, the
freedoms in Hong Kong might spread to the
rest of China, and the entire country would
slowly move to a freer society.




Impact on Keo’s F am'\\y

Unlike Keo, most Hongkongers have first names that could easily be found in London or in America.
For example, Keo's dad is named James, his mom goes by Vicki (short for Victoria), and his brother
goes by JJ (short for James Jr.). Vicki works in a bookstore, James is a journalist, and JJ (who is 13 years
older than Keo) works in a restaurant. For the last 26 years, James worked as a political reporter for a
Hong Kong newspaper that covered local current events. James is a talented writer and many of his
best articles have won numerous journalism awards.

Before the transition to Chinese rule, James doubted the CCP would honor the “One Country, Two
Systems” agreement. He thought there was no way the communists would allow Hong Kong to have
freedom of the press. He was scared that he would not be free to report the news without
interference from the government. However, he was pleasantly surprised because for the first
15 years of the agreement, the life

of a Hong Kong journalist

remained very similar to

when the British were in
charge. Unfortunately,
things began changing

in 2012.
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Protests

In the summer of 2012, Keo's brother J] was protesting for
freedom instead of preparing for his upcoming junior year
of high school. Hong Kong erupted with student-led
political demonstrations and J) was a leading protester. The
Chinese government initiated a new Moral and National
Education (MNE) program to control what was being taught

in Hong Kong schools. Protesters believed

that Hong Kong schools should be free to
choose what is taught. Many also felt the
MNE unfairly promoted the Chinese
Communist Party and unfairly criticized the
government of the United States.

Protests lasted for two months and
demonstrations included up to 90,000
protesters. In response to the protests, the
government decided not to go ahead with
MNE in September of 2012. A generation of
young Hongkongers learned that peaceful
public demonstrations can have powerful

effects, and J] was able to finish high school
without interference from China.
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Two years later, demonstrations were organized to
protest a new proposal that would have given the JURISDICT 0]
Chinese government the power to choose who IS
Hongkongers could vote for. It was yet another |
example of mainland China violating the “One
Country, Two Systems” deal. This time, over one
hundred thousand people gathered, blocking public
spaces, shopping districts, and roads.

J) was again a protest leader and helped organize the gatherings. Nowhere else in China would
this behavior have been allowed. In China, it is illegal to publicly question the government, so
any participation in political demonstrations would lead to arrest. In Hong Kong, for three
months, very little conflict occurred between the protesters and police. On September 28,
2014, however, things changed and police began using tear gas and physical force to break up
crowds. Many people suffered injuries and many arrests were made. Smartphones captured
much of the action and videos of the arrests were shared through social media. As the protests
continued, the crowds grew in size.
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Censorship

Some websites that Americans use every day are not
allowed in China. The CCP decides which websites
Chinese citizens have access to. Currently, the people

of China (including Hong Kong) cannot use Google,
get on Facebook or Twitter, or watch videos on
YouTube. Remember, it is illegal in China to say
things that the government doesnt like, so
authorities do not allow websites where
information can be shared freely. When a
government does not allow information to spread
or people to communicate with one another, it is
called censorship.

Internet censorship has made it very difficult
for protesters in Hong Kong to communicate
with one another. However, ]] and Keo are
two of a growing number of freedom
fighters who are getting around what has
been nicknamed, “The Great Firewall of
China.” Using Keo's role-playing video
games, the brothers create characters
and use the gaming platform as a virtual
meeting hall and message board.
Censorship: Through the video games, protesters

Restricting the use or availability of information have disguised themselves as gamers

considered unacceptable by authority. and are able to organize and share
ideas. The Chinese government is

aware of these new methods of
communication and they are
moving to shut them down, but
there are always new video
games being made. Hong
Kong’s fight for freedom goes

on.




Interview

During the protests,
James interviewed many
protesters. An interview is
a series of questions to
discover a person’s
opinions and
experiences. Practice
your journalism skills and
interview a friend or
family member about a
time when they stood up
for something they
believed in. Take notes
during your interview and
then write a story with
the information you
discover. Your story
should include as many
of the Five Ws (who,
what, when, where, and
why) as possible.
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Become 3 Journalist

An important part of being a journalist is doing research. James wants to write a news article
about how people in America have responded to the protests in Hong Kong. Keo told him
that famous professional basketball players and employees have made comments about

Hong Kong. Do some internet research and look for information about the NBA and Hong
Kong protests. Take notes for James below:

Write your article on the front page of “The Daily News.”
You may even want to draw or print out pictures to include in the article.

DA\LY 50 cENTS

THE DAILY NEW >

VoL, 117, NO. 341
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