






What is Communism? 
Communism is a form of government stemming from the ideas of Karl Marx, where the 
government controls money, goods, and property, with the goal of distributing everything 
equally among its citizens. 

Why is it important?
Communism opposes capitalism. Instead of free market and competition within society, 
communism promotes the equal distribution of all goods and property among its people. 
Basically, nobody owns anything, except for the government. This way of life has led to 
poverty and corruption, because when government officials are given too much power, 
they get greedy. While equality in everything may sound fair, when the government 
promises to make everything equal, it creates oppression and lack of freedom.

What is Freedom of Speech? 
Freedom of speech is the right to express ideas, information, and opinions without facing 
punishment from the government. 

Why is it important?
Did you know that people have been thrown in prison for criticizing their government
or protesting against certain rules? It’s true. There are places around the world where 
people cannot speak their mind freely for fear of punishment or persecution. If you live 
in a place where you can proudly declare your religion, share your honest opinions on 
anything, or speak up against ideas
you disagree with, then you have 
freedom of speech. In fact,
in your country, it may
even be a protected right 
in your government’s 
constitution or laws. This 
is an important freedom 
that should be respected 
and protected by 
governments everywhere. 
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