KEO FIGHTS FOR FREEDOM
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Colony:
A country or area under control of another country. Hong
Kong was a part of the British Empire from 1841 to 1997.
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Welcome to
Hong Kong

Welcome to Hong Kong — a giant city located
in Southeast Asia. It is a beautiful place where
7.5 million people and over ten thousand tall
buildings fit neatly between jungle-covered
mountains and the South China Sea. Because
of its location, Hong Kong is a great place for
people from different parts of the world to meet
and do business with each other. Hong Kong is
a fast-paced, modern city full of stores, banks,
markets, and restaurants. Traditionally, Hong
Kong was a part of China, but for most of the
1800s and 1900s, it was a colony of Great
Britain. While under British rule, Hong Kong
culture became very different from China's. In
1997, Great Britsin gave Hong Kong back to
Ching, and it has been under Chinese rule ever
since. Even info the third decade of being back
together, Hong Kong has maintained an
identity that is unique from the rest of what is
called “mainland China,” and these differences
cause conflict.
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“, Wileetkeo

This is Keo. He lives with his mom and dad in a high-rise apartment
in Hong Kong. Keo's middle school is one of Hong Kong's many
international schools — some of his classmates and friends are like
him, born and raised in Hong Kong, but many come from Europe, .. .,
the United States, and other places from around the world. Like
most people who live in Hong Kong, Keo spesks multiple |
languages. When at home with his family, or out with his friends, he © =

[ usually speaks a type of Chinese called Cantonese. In school, Keo
speaks English, and like most of the younger generation of

= Hongkongers, he has learned Mandarin — the type of Chinese that

is spoken most often in mainland China.

Outside of school, Keo enjoys role-playing video games online with
his friends. His favorite subject in school is history, and he especially
likes video games that transport players into time periods long-ago.
Keo also loves basketball. He plays shooting guard for his school
team and is a massive fan of the NBA's Golden State Warriors.
Hong Kong is on the other side of the world, so Keo doesn’t get to
watch as many games as he'd like. Most NBA games are played at
night, and when it's night in Americs, it’s morning in Hong Kong. On
school days during lunch, Keo and his friends love to check game
highlights and talk about the NBA.
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A time zone is an area on
Earth that has a specific time
that all citizens can set their
clocks to. Different time zones
exist as you move around the
surface of the Earth.
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' Changes for Hong Kong :

In mainland China, the Chinese Communist Party controls the government and Q
restricts what people can and cannot say. There is no freedom of speech. The CCP
monitors what Chinese people say and do, and they get very upset when citizens
disagree with their governmental decisions. If Chinese citizens say anything that
the CCP does not like, they can be arrested and put in jail. The same rules apply
to the media and the internet. In China, the government often ftells

newspapers, magazines, and TV shows what they can and can't publish in their ACorfnmuplsm:
articles, and if a Chinese citizen posts something on their social media that gojﬁnemrr;r?’r where
the government doesn't like, they can get in serious trouble. private property is not

allowed and the
Under British rule, Hongkongers had freedom of speech, the press was government controls
free to publish stories and articles about any topic, and people were free what its citizens can say
to gather in groups to demonstrate and protest government decisions. and do.

Hongkongers were used to having greater freedom than mainland

Chinese people. To help with the transition, Britain and China agreed ,

that the people of Hong Kong would keep their freedoms for 50 | S
years — until 2047 — despite being under Chinese )
authority. This agreement was called “One
Country, Two Systems,” and it remains in 3 i
place today. When the agreement came into :

effect, there was cautious hope in Britain and ’
the United States that over five decades, the
freedoms in Hong Kong might spread to the
rest of China, and the entire country would
slowly move to a freer society.




Impact on Keo’s F am'\\y

Unlike Keo, most Hongkongers have first names that could easily be found in London or in America.
For example, Keo's dad is named James, his mom goes by Vicki (short for Victoria), and his brother
goes by JJ (short for James Jr.). Vicki works in a bookstore, James is a journalist, and JJ (who is 13 years
older than Keo) works in a restaurant. For the last 26 years, James worked as a political reporter for a
Hong Kong newspaper that covered local current events. James is a talented writer and many of his
best articles have won numerous journalism awards.

Before the transition to Chinese rule, James doubted the CCP would honor the “One Country, Two
Systems” agreement. He thought there was no way the communists would allow Hong Kong to have
freedom of the press. He was scared that he would not be free to report the news without
interference from the government. However, he was pleasantly surprised because for the first
15 years of the agreement, the life

of a Hong Kong journalist

remained very similar to

when the British were in
charge. Unfortunately,
things began changing
in 2012.
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Protests

In the summer of 2012, Keo's brother J] was protesting for
freedom instead of preparing for his upcoming junior year
of high school. Hong Kong erupted with student-led
political demonstrations and J] was a leading protester. The
Chinese government initiated a new Moral and National

Education (MNE) program to control what was being taught
in Hong Kong schools. Protesters believed

that Hong Kong schools should be free to
choose what is taught. Many also felt the
MNE unfairly promoted the Chinese
Communist Party and unfairly criticized the
government of the United States.

Protests lasted for two months and
demonstrations included up to 90,000
protesters. In response to the profests, the
government decided not to go ahead with
MNE in September of 2012. A generation of
young Hongkongers learned that peaceful
public demonstrations can have powerful

effects, and J] was able to finish high school
without interference from China.




Two years later, demonstrations were organized to
protest a new proposal that would have given the JURISDICTI0/
Chinese government the power to choose who IS |
Hongkongers could vote for. It was yet another ' "
example of mainland China violating the “One
Country, Two Systems” deal. This time, over one
hundred thousand people gathered, blocking public
spaces, shopping districts, and roads. , .

J) was again a protest leader and helped organize the gatherings. Nowhere else in China would
this behavior have been allowed. In China, it is illegal to publicly question the government, so
any participation in political demonstrations would lead to arrest. In Hong Kong, for three
months, very little conflict occurred between the protesters and police. On September 28,
2014, however, things changed and police began using tear gas and physical force to break up
crowds. Many people suffered injuries and many arrests were made. Smartphones captured
much of the action and videos of the arrests were shared through social media. As the protests
continued, the crowds grew in size.
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Censorship

Some websites that Americans use every day are not
allowed in China. The CCP decides which websites
Chinese citizens have access to. Currently, the people
of China (including Hong Kong) cannot use Google,
get on Facebook or Twitter, or watch videos on
YouTube. Remember, it is illegal in China to say
things that the government doesn't like, so
authorities do not allow websites where
information can be shared freely. When a
government does not allow information to spread
or people to communicate with one another, it is

called censorship.

Internet censorship has made it very difficult
for protesters in Hong Kong to communicate
with one another. However, ]] and Keo are

two of a growing number of freedom
fighters who are getting around what has
J been nicknamed, “The Great Firewall of
| China." Using Keo's role-playing video
’ games, the brothers create characters

and use the gaming platform as a virtual

meeting hall and message board.

Censorship: Through the video games, protesters

Restricting the use or availability of information have disguised themselves as gamers

considered unacceptable by authority. and are able o organize and share
ideas. The Chinese government is

aware of these new methods of
communication and they are
moving to shut them down, but
there are always new video
games being made. Hong
Kong's fight for freedom goes

on.




Interview

During the protests,
James interviewed many
protesters. An interview is
a series of questions to
discover a person’s
opinions and
experiences. Practice
your journalism skills and
interview a friend or
family member about a
time when they stood up
for something they
believed in. Take notes
during your interview and
then write a story with
the information you
discover. Your story
should include as many
of the Five Ws (who,
what, when, where, and
why) as possible.
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Become 3 Journalist

An important part of being a journalist is doing research. James wants to write a news article
about how people in America have responded to the protests in Hong Kong. Keo told him
that famous professional basketball players and employees have made comments about

Hong Kong. Do some internet research and look for information about the NBA and Hong
Kong protests. Take notes for James below:

Write your article on the front page of “The Daily News.”
You may even want to draw or print out pictures to include in the article.

QEEUESREL

"“’

THE. DAILY NEWS

' DA\LY 50 CENTS

VOL. 117, NO. 341

Around the World: Keo Fights for Freedom 13




Sources

“Hong Kong Fears Pro-China Brainwashing in Education.” Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation, 7 Sept. 2012, www.cbc.-
ca/news/world/hong-kong-fears-pro-china-brainwash-
ing-in-education-1.1296013.

Kristof, Nicholas, “Year of the Trojan Horse.” The New York Times, 1 July
1997, www.nytimes.com/1997/07/01/world/year-of-the-tro-
jan-horse.html.

Maldonado, Elisha. “Hong Kong's Once-Free Press Comes under a Fresh
Communist Assault.” New York Post, 16 Apr. 2021,

nypost.com/2021/04/15/hong-kongs-once-free-press-comes-un-
der-fresh-communist-assault.

Roberts, Elfred Vaughan. “Political Developments in Hong Kong: Implica-
tions for 1997." The Annals of the American Academy of Political and
Social Science, vol. 547,1996, pp. 24-36. |STOR, www.-
jstor.org/stable/1048361.

Weiss, Bari. “When a Free Society Becomes a Police State.” Common Sense
with Bari Weiss, 27 June 2021, bariweiss.sub-
stack.com/p/when-a-free-society-becomes-a-police.

Yeung, C. K., and Jian Yang. “Hong Kong: Three Years After the Handover.”
New Zealand International Review, vol. 25, no. 4, 2000, pp. 21-23.
JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/45234941.

Images: Getty Images

Answers:

For more kids content, visit PragerUkids.com
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