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Presidents of the United States of America: James Monroe

“The American continents… are 
henceforth not to be considered as 
subjects for future colonization by 

any European power.” 
- Monroe Doctrine speech,

December 1823

Quote

Retirement
After leaving the White House, Monroe and his wife, 
Elizabeth, moved back to Virginia. After Elizabeth died 
in 1830, he moved to New York City to live with his 
daughter, Maria, and her husband, Samuel. On July 4, 
1831, Monroe died at the age of 73 of tuberculosis.

Monroe and Adams were both worried about 
what the European countries were doing in the 
Western Hemisphere. Centuries earlier, Europe 
had established colonies in North and South 
America, but they often oppressed the people in 
them. The American Revolution and the Spanish 
American wars of independence ended 
European rule in the Western Hemisphere, but 
many of those countries wanted their colonies 
back. With Adams’ help, Monroe declared in 
December of 1823 that Europe would no longer 
be allowed to have colonies in North and South 
America. This declaration became known as the 
Monroe Doctrine, and it became an important 
rule for future Presidents to follow.

Monroe decided to retire after serving two 
terms. In 1824, Adams was elected to succeed 
him as President. 

President Monroe used his long foreign policy 
experience to strengthen America even further. 
In 1819, he and his Secretary of State, John 
Quincy Adams, successfully negotiated with 
Spain to add Florida to America.

Although Monroe was popular and the country 
was more united than it had ever been, there 
was a major unresolved problem: slavery. 
Americans in southern states supported slavery, 
but many Americans in the northern states 
opposed it. Southerners wanted more states that 
had slavery to join the country. When Missouri, 
which had slavery, tried to enter the United 
States, northerners worried that this would give 
slavery supporters too much power. People were 
afraid that a civil war would break out between 
both sides. Congress was able to come up with a 
compromise: Missouri was allowed to have 
slavery but another state, Maine, was created 
where slavery was banned. This was 
called the Missouri Compromise, 
and Monroe signed it into law in 
1820. It saved the country from a 
destructive civil war for about 40 
years.

People were very happy with 
Monroe’s leadership. That same 
year, Monroe was re-elected by a 
wide margin as President.
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Life During
James Monroe’s Time

HANNES GROBE
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When James Monroe was President, America was one of the 
youngest countries in the world. European countries were far 
more powerful and had more influence around the world. The 
United States, however, was becoming more powerful and 
wealthy every day. It was also one of the few republics in the 
world where people were free and could decide the future of 
their country. 

Most people who lived during Monroe’s time didn’t have a lot 
of the things that we enjoy today. Nobody had anything close 
to a cell phone or a computer. Most of them didn’t have 
running water or electricity in their homes and, instead, had 
to use candles or lamps for lighting. There were no cars, so 
people had to walk or ride horses to get to school or 
work. Most people back then were farmers and 
most kids had to work hard on farms. 

Even though kids didn’t have movies 
or TV shows to watch, they could 
play games like dominoes or 
cards. They also liked playing 
tiddlywinks. In this game, 
players use a disk to flip 
smaller disks, called winks, 
into a cup. The first player 
to sink all of their disks 
into the cup wins.

Kids back then didn’t have 
movies or TV shows to watch, 
but they could read classics, like 
Gulliver’s Travels and Aesop’s 
Fables. These books were full of 
adventures and life lessons that 
sparked childrens’ 
imaginations. 
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“The American people 
have encountered 

together great dangers 
and sustained severe 

trials with success. They 
constitute one great 
family with a common 

interest.” 
- first inaugural address, 

March 1817

Quote
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