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Become a Presidential Historian
By Solving This Puzzie

In this magazine, you'll learn all sorts of facts about James Monroe's amazing life and
accomplishments. But there’s still one last thing we need to know about him.
We need your help to figure it out!

One country named their capital after President Monroe, and we need to find out which country it
was. You can help us uncover the answer! Hidden in the text are bolded letters. Read this magazine
carefully to find them and fill the letters into the blanks below in the order they appear.

Once you've solved this puzzle, you'll be a
true PragerU Kids presidential historian!

Meet James Monroe

James Monroe not only fought to make America a free and independent country, but under his
leadership, the young nation was stable and peaceful. As a young man, Monroe joined the war
against the British during the American Revolution. In the years after the United States won

independence, Monroe worked closely with Thomas Jefferson and James Madison to expand the
size of the country and defend it from enemies.

James Monroe was the ast of the founding generation to serve as the
President of the United States. Although he might not be as famous as
other Founding Fathers, like George Washington and Thomas
Jefferson, he was always around, helping them and playing a key
role in making the United States a stronger country.

In those early years, there were a lot of arguments over the direction
that the young country should take. This led to the formation of two
political parties — the Federalists and the Democratic-Republicans.
Monroe's fellow Founders had a hard time keeping the country
unified but somehow, Monroe was able to do it. Since many
Americans set aside their differences and got along well during
his presidency, this time is called the “Era of Good
Feelings.” President Monroe also announced a very
important rule in foreign policy called the Monroe
Doctrine. It declared that European countries were no
longer allowed to take control of places in the
Western Hemisphere. It is a rule that America
followed for a long time after Monroe left office.

Presidents of the United States of America: James Monroe
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Young James

James Monroe was born on April 28, 1758 in
Westmoreland County, Virginia. He was the
second child and first son of Spence and
Elizabeth Monroe. His father was a Virginia
farmer, and he owned enslaved servants. Young
James grew up with one older sister and three
younger brothers. He worked hard in school
and on his family’s farm. By the time he was
about 16, both of his parents had died. James
and his siblings were sad about losing their
parents, but they were now in charge of some
land and enslaved servants and had to act as
responsible adults. )

Interesting
Facts

e He isthe first President whose
child (daughter Maria) got
married in the White House.

e He wasa member of the
Democratic-Republican Party.

e Heisthe first President to ride
on a steamboat, which he did in
1817.

e He isthe third President to die
on American Independence
Day (the first two were John
Adams and Thomas Jefferson).

Virginia 1758

In 1776, Virginia looked a little different than it
does today. In 1863, Virginia was divided into 2
states, Virginia and West Virginia, during the
American Civil War.
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Soldier

In 1774, Monroe enrolled as a student in William and Mary College, but he soon got swept up in the
major events of the day. At the time, Great Britain ruled the American colonies, but it oppressed
the colonists with heavy taxes. In 1776, Americans, fed up with the taxes, declared independence
from the British. The American Revolution was in full swing.

James Monroe joined the American army to defend his country. During the battle of Trenton, he
crossed the icy Delaware River with George Washington during a dangerous winter storm. When
they faced the enemy, Monroe courageously led a charge against enemy cannon fire. He was struck
by a bullet in the shoulder and almost died, but he recovered. The Americans won the battle and
James Monroe was a war hero.

Washington Crossing the Delaware

At the age of 18, James
Monroe fought alongside
General George Washington
during the famous battle of
Trenton, which saved the
American Revolution. In
Emanuel Leutze’s famous
painting Washington Crossing
the Delaware, Monroe is
depicted holding the flag
next to Washington (although,
during the actual crossing,
Monroe wasn't on the same
boat with Washington).
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Rise to Power

After Monroe left the military in 1779, he studied hard to become a
lawyer and eventually entered politics. At first, he was elected to
the Virginia legislature and then to the Continental Congress. In
1786, as he was rising in politics, he married a woman named
Elizabeth Kortright and they ended up having three children.

James Monroe was chosen by both George Washington and
Thomas Jefferson to travel around Europe representing the United
States. In 1803, he helped President Jefferson buy a large amount
of land from France, making America twice as large as before. The
agreement, called the Louisiana Purchase, helped to strengthen
the young country.

In 1812, war broke out again between the United States and Great
Britain. When the British invaded America's capital, Washington,

DC, Monroe helped President James Madison defend the country.
Monroe calmly organized the military effort to fight back against

the British. Many people praised Monroe for being a strong leader.
He took advantage of this praise and was elected President of the
United States in 1816.

James Madison,
fourth President of
the United States of

America.

The Louisiana Purchase

Through the Louisiana Purchase, the United States
acquired land that now includes all or part of Arkansas,
Colorado, lowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri,
Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota,
Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, and Wyoming.

Quote

“National hovor 1s the
national property of the
highest value.”

- first inaugural address, S
Warch 1817 [
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President Monroe used his long foreign policy
experience to strengthen America even further.
In 1819, he and his Secretary of State, John
Quincy Adams, successfully negotiated with
Spain to add Florida to America.

Although Monroe was popular and the country
was more united than it had ever been, there
was a major unresolved problem: slavery.
Americans in southern states supported slavery,
but many Americans in the northern states
opposed it. Southerners wanted more states that
had slavery to join the country. When Missouri,
which had slavery, tried to enter the United
States, northerners worried that this would give
slavery supporters too much power. People were
afraid that a civil war would break out between
both sides. Congress was able to come up with a
compromise: Missouri was allowed to have
slavery but another state, Maine, was created
where slavery was banned. This was
called the Missouri Compromise,
and Monroe signed it into law in
1820. It saved the country from a
destructive civil war for about 40
years.

People were very happy with
Monroe's leadership. That same
year, Monroe was re-elected by a
wide margin as President.

Quote

“The American contivents... are
henceforth not to be considered as
sulbjects for future colonization by

any Enropean power.”
- Wonroe Doctrine speech,
December 1623

Presidents of the United States of America: James Monroe

Retirement

President

Monroe and Adams were both worried about
what the European countries were doing in the
Western Hemisphere. Centuries earlier, Europe
had established colonies in North and South
America, but they often oppressed the people in
them. The American Revolution and the Spanish
American wars of independence ended
European rule in the Western Hemisphere, but
many of those countries wanted their colonies
back. With Adams’ help, Monroe declared in
December of 1823 that Europe would no longer
be allowed to have colonies in North and South
America. This declaration became known as the
Monroe Doctrine, and it became an important
rule for future Presidents to follow.

Monroe decided to retire after serving two
terms. In 1824, Adams was elected to succeed
him as President.

After leaving the White House, Monroe and his wife,
Elizabeth, moved back to Virginia. After Elizabeth died
in 1830, he moved to New York City to live with his
daughter, Maria, and her husband, Samuel. On July 4,
1831, Monroe died at the age of 73 of tuberculosis.
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Quote

“The American people
have enconntered
together great dangers
and sustained severe
trials with success. They
constitute one great
family with a common
wterest.”

- first inaugural address,
Wareh 117

Kids back then didn't have
movies or TV shows to watch,
but they could read classics, like
Gulliver's Travels and Aesop’s
Fables. These books were full of
adventures and life lessons that
sparked childrens’
imaginations.

Life During
James Monroe’s Time

When James Monroe was President, America was one of the
youngest countries in the world. European countries were far
more powerful and had more influence around the world. The
United States, however, was becoming more powerful and
wealthy every day. It was also one of the few republics in the
world where people were free and could decide the future of
their country.

Most people who lived during Monroe's time didn't have a lot
of the things that we enjoy today. Nobody had anything close
to a cell phone or a computer. Most of them didn’t have
running water or electricity in their homes and, instead, had
to use candles or lamps for lighting. There were no cars, so
people had to walk or ride horses to get to school or

work. Most people back then were farmers and

most kids had to work hard on farms.

Even though kids didnt have movies
or TV shows to watch, they could
play games like dominoes or
cards. They also liked playing
tiddlywinks. In this game,
players use a disk to flip
smaller disks, called winks,
into a cup. The first player
to sink all of their disks

into the cup wins.
HANNES GROBE
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Legacy

Monroe had a long and distinguished career of

service and played important roles during key

moments in America’s early history. Most

history books celebrate Presidents that

served during times of crisis, while
ignoring those who served in less

dramatic times. Many of those who led

America during quieter times, however,
achieved something very difficult to

attain: prosperity. Not only did Monroe

preside over prosperity, but he did

something even more raore: he helped to

unify the country. It was such a unique

moment that historians named it the “Era
of Good Feelings.”
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®* General George Washington.

President Monroe served as
President during World War Il.

Monroe died on the same day

Trueor False

Circle the Answer

James Monroe fought alongside

TF
TF

of the year as John Adams and
Thomas Jefferson.

4.

President Monroe served for
three terms.

5. Th

e Arkansas Compromise
was signed into law in 1820.

TF
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TF

CIVIL WAR
INDEPENDENCE
PRESIDENT
STEAMBOAT
DOCTRINE
MONROE
PROSPERITY
VIRGINIA
DOMINOES
OPPRESSED
SOLDIER
WASHINGTON
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ACROSS
3. To be free of another country’s control.

8. The agreement in which the United
States bought a large section of whatis
now most of the midwest from France; it
almost doubled the size of the country.

9. A belief or rule adopted by the
government.

11. A country in Europe that ruled the
United States before it became an
independent nation.

DOWN

1. A system in which people are allowed to
own other people and make them work
without paying them.

2.The people who played leading roles in
creating the United States, establishing
its independence, and designing its
Constitution and government.

4. The group of people during the
American Revolution who represented
the colonies and made laws for the
whole country.

5. To use power and authority to treat
people unfairly.

6. The actions a country takes when
dealing with other countries.

7. Aterritory controlled by another
country.

10. A military conflict that occurs inside of
a country where the citizens of that
country fight each other.
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Sources

Founding Fathers: The people who played
leading roles in creating the United States,
establishing its independence, and designing its
Constitution and government.

Era of Good Feelings: A unique period of time in
the early 19th century when the United States was
generally unified politically under the
Democratic-Republican Party.

Doctrine: A belief or rule adopted by the
government.

Western Hemisphere: The half of the Earth west
of the prime meridian, where North and South
America are located.

Great Britain: A country in Europe that ruled the
United States before it became an independent Al‘lswel's

nation.

Colony: A territory controlled by another country.

Oppress: To use power and authority to treat ERESSWORD:

people unfairly.

Independence: To be free of ancther country’s PENPEINICE]

control,

| i

I

Continental Congress: The group of people
during the American Revolution who represented
the colonies and made laws for the whole country.

NEEEEEISEESES S|

Louisiana Purchase: The agreement in which the
United States bought a large section of what is
now most of the midwest from France; it almost
doubled the size of the country.

CHIASIEE]

EESEEE

Foreign Policy: The actions a country takes when

: ; ; gl
dealing with other countries. R

DR ENENSEERENDESSEE

Slavery: A system in which people are allowed to
own other people and make them work without

N E S
EEEHTE

paying them.

TRUE OR FALSE: COUNTRY THAT
Civil War: A military conflict that occurs inside of a R NAMED THEIR CAPITAL
country where the citizens of that country fight 5.F LIBERIA
each other.
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Q-
. Become a Presidential Historian
by Solving This Puzzle

In this magazine, you'll learn all sorts of facts about John Quincy Adams’s amazing life and
accomplishments. But there’s still one last thing we need to know about him.

Adams had a pet, and we need to know what kind of animal it was. Your task is to help us uncover the
answer! Hidden in the text are bolded letters. Read this magazine carefully to find them and fill the
letters into the blanks below in the order they appear.

Once you've solved this puzzle, you'll be a
true PragerU Kids presidential historian!

Meet John Quincy Adams

Have you ever wanted to travel the world and visit other countries?

John Quincy Adams had that opportunity when he was just ten years old. Congress sent his
father, John Adams, to Europe to gather support for the American Revolution. For
the next seven years, John Quincy traveled with him, seeing France, Great
Britain, Russia, and many other countries. He learned several languages
and got to see places most of his friends never had the chance to visit.

»
John Quincy Adams used the knowledge he gained from those
experiences to become one of America’s greatest diplomats of all time.

He played an important role in forging treaties with other countries and
making the United States an important power in the world.
dams was a man of strong moral

In addition to these achievements,
character. He strongly opposed slavery and even won freedom for several

Africans in a famous Supreme Court case.

Adams didn’t have as much success when he served as America’s sixth

President from 1825 to 1829. Still, it's important to look at his career
as a whole and the many contributions he made to the United

States.
John Quincy Adams's father, John Adams, also served as
President. As a result, John Quincy is known to Americans
as the first son of a President to serve in the White House
himself. There is, however, so much more to his career.
He deserves to be remembered more for his foreign
policy accomplishments and his great integrity.

PragerU Educational Magazine for Kids

Presidents of the United States of America: John Quincy Adams




Young John Quincy

John Quincy Adams was born on July 11, 1767 in
Braintree (now Quincy), Massachusetts. He was
the second child and oldest son of John and
Abigail Adams. At the time of his birth, his father
John was an attorney in Braintree. After the
American Revolution began in 1775, however,
the elder John became one of the great leaders

PragerU Educational Magazine for Kids

of the new United States. He helped push
America to declare independence from Great
Britain in 1776. This meant he had to spend a lot
of time away from home, leaving Abigail to take
care of young John Quincy and his three siblings.
She, along with tutors, taught the Adams children
math, foreign languages, and the classics.

Interesting
Facts

He was the first son of a
President to also
become President.

He was a member of the
Democratic-Republican,
National Republican,
and Whig parties.

His wife Louisa was the
first First Lady to be
born in a foreign
country.

He was the first
President to be
photographed.

He was the first
President to serve in
Congress after leaving
the White House.

In his later years, he was
nicknamed “Old Man
Eloquent.”

Top: John Quincy Adams's mother, Abigail Adams
Middle Left: John Quincy Adams's father, John Adams
Right: John Quincy Adams

Bottom Left: John Quincy Adams’s boyhood home

13
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®. AUnique

Education

Much of John Quincy's childhood took
place during the American Revolution.
When he was seven years old, he

personally witnessed the Battle of Bunker

Hill from the top of a hill in Braintree. In
1777, when he was ten years old, John
Quincy got an exciting opportunity:
Congress sent his father John to Europe
as a diplomat to gather support for the
Revolution, and John Quincy got to join
him. This was a time before cars and
airplanes existed, so travel (usually by

boat, horse, or carriage) took many weeks,

if not months. Most people had never left
their own colony or country, but John
Quincy was able to travel the world at a
young age. For the next seven years, he
and his father got to see France, Great
Britain, the Netherlands, Prussia, Russia,
and Sweden. Through his studies and
travels, he eventually learned how to
speak Dutch, French, and German well,
while also learning a little bit of Greek,
ltalian, Latin, Russian, and Spanish.

After learning about what life was like in
foreign countries, he came back home in
1785 to study at Harvard University. By
then, the United States had defeated the
British to become an independent nation.

Early Career

After graduating from Harvard, John Quincy became
a lawyer in 1790. By this time, his father John was the
nation’s first Vice President, serving under President
George Washington. It was clear to everyone that
John Quincy was very intelligent and
knowledgeable about the world, especially for
someone still in his 20s. Recognizing this, President
Washington appointed him Minister to the
Netherlands in 1794.

During his time as minister, he traveled to London
several times on business. It was there where he
began courting an attractive young woman named
Louisa Catherine Johnson, the daughter of an
American merchant. They fell in love and got
married in 1797. John Quincy and Louisa would end
up having four children.

It was also in 1797 when his father John became
America's second President. The elder John would
serve one term, losing his re-election bid in 1800
and leaving office in 1801. Although John's career
was over, he and Abigail had great hopes for John
Quincy. They hoped that he might even become
President like the elder John did.

PragerU Educational Magazine for Kids



Master Diplomat ¢

Over the next several years, John Quincy served in different diplomatic and political
positions. His biggest role yet, however, came in 1814 when President Madison sent him and
four other diplomats to Great Britain to negotiate the end of the War of 1812. By 1814, it was
clear neither side, the Americans nor the British, would win a clear victory. At the time, the
British were the most powerful empire in the world, but John Quincy and his American
colleagues refused to be intimidated. They spent five months negotiating and signed a
peace agreement in December 1814 called the Treaty of Ghent, ending the war. It was a
major accomplishment, making John Quincy one of America’s top foreign policy leaders.

When James Monroe became President in 1817, it only made sense for him to appoint John
Quincy as Secretary of State. Now, John Quincy was officially America's top diplomatic
official and President Monroe’s senior Cabinet official. Together, Monroe and Adams had
many impressive accomplishments:

*  They negotiated the Treaty of 1818, which settled a large section of the
U.S.-Canadian border.

*  They recognized several independent Latin American countries.

*  They negotiated the Adams-Onis Treaty of 1819 with Spain, which gave the United
States control of Florida.

* |n 1823, they issued the Monroe Doctrine - considered their most famous
accomplishment. With John Quincy’s encouragement and advice, President
Monroe announced in a speech to Congress that the United States would oppose
any attempts by Europe to interfere in the Western Hemisphere. For centuries,
Europe had colonized different parts of North and South America. With the
Monroe Doctrine, Monroe and John Quincy had declared the end of colonization
in the Western Hemisphere. It was their way of showing the world America would
be a force to be reckoned with, and the policy continues to be in effect to this day.

Quote

“The first of qualities
for a great statesman
1s to be honest.”

- Juve 1809
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: ° The 1824 Election

After all of John Quincy's success, many people
hoped he could serve in even higher office. In
1824, he ran for the presidency, facing
Kentucky Congressman Henry Clay, former
Secretary of War William Crawford, and General
Andrew Jackson, who became a national hero
during his service in the War of 1812. Jackson
was, by far, the most popular of the four men,
especially among common, everyday
Americans.

On election day, Jackson got the most popular
and electoral votes, but he didn't get a majority
in the Electoral College, which meant the
election, according to the Constitution, went
into a runoff in the U.S. House of
Representatives. Clay decided to support John
Quincy, which gave him enough votes to be
named the winner. This made John Quincy the
sixth President of the United States. He was also
the first son of a President to be elected
President himself. John Quincy then appointed
Clay as his Secretary of State. Although Clay was
qualified for the job, some felt that it appeared
John Quincy promised Clay the job in
exchange for his support in the election - which
they called a “corrupt bargain.”

Andrew Jackson's supporters were furious. They
felt that Jackson should have won because he
had the most popular and electoral votes. They
believed that Adams and Clay had overturned
the will of the people with their “corrupt
bargain.” For the next four years, Jackson and
his supporters did everything they could to
undermine the new President.

Quote

“America... goes not abroad v
search of monsters to destroy. She
is the well-wisher +o the freedom
ond independence of all.”

- July 1521

President

John Quincy took office as the sixth President
of the United States in March 1825. His
inauguration was a remarkable momentin
American history. It was the first time that the
son of a President became President himself.
The elder John was still alive - he was almost
90 years old - and he was proud of his son. He
died during his son’s presidency, on July 4,
1826 - the 50th anniversary of the adoption of
the Declaration of Independence.

President John Quincy Adams had an
ambitious agenda. He wanted to establish a
national university, a naval academy, and an
astronomical observatory. He also wanted to
build new infrastructure (roads, canals, and
railroads) and implement new tariffs.

Some felt that President Adams's agenda was
too ambitious and gave too much power to
the federal government. He faced much
opposition from Jackson's supporters, who
would eventually call themselves
Democrats. While Adams was able to sign a
tariff bill in 1828 and several of his
infrastructure proposals into law, his
opponents blocked the rest of his agenda. By
the fall of 1828, the Democrats were
organized and ready to take on Adams.
That year, Jackson defeated Adams by a
comfortable margin.

Presidents of the United States of America: John Quincy Adams
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Career After the Presidency

Most Presidents retire from politics after leaving
office. After all, what is there left to do after
serving in the nation’s highest office? John
Quincy Adams, however, couldn’t stand sitting
around and doing nothing. He decided to run
for office again, this time as a member of the
U.S. House of Representatives. It took a great
deal of humility to run for an office lower than
the presidency. He won, taking office in 1831.
He would spend the rest of his life - and nine
terms - as a congressman, identifying with the
Whig Party.

During this time, the United States struggled
with what to do about slavery. John Quincy, and
his father Jehn, were the only two Presidents
thus far that had never owned enslaved
servants, but many southerners supported
spreading slavery into
America’s new territories in the
west. As a congressman, John
Quincy strongly opposed
slavery, giving speeches that
explained why it was wrong to
own enslaved servants. He
spoke with so much passion
that many nicknamed him “Old
Man Eloquent.” In 1841, he
represented several Africans
who were seeking freedom

Quote

“T do believe slavery
to be a sin before God."
- June 1525

PragerU Educational Magazine for Kids

after rising up and disobeying their captures on
the Spanish ship La Amistad. Adams argued
their case before the Supreme Court and won
their freedom.

Adams also stayed busy promoting science and
education, helping to create what became the
Smithsonian Institution.

On February 21, 1848, Adams was working in
the U.S. Capitol when he suffered a stroke. Two
days later, on February 23, he died at the age of
80 in Washington, DC. He was laid to rest in
Quincy, Massachusetts, next to his parents,
John and Abigail.

s-/\\
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o Legacy

John Cuinecy Adams might not be considered one of America's greatest Presidents, lbut he
was, without a doulot, one of its greatest foreign policy leaders. Presid ents Washington,
Adarns (his father), Madison, and Monroe all chose him to servein various diplamatic
affices. Each time, he proved himself to be a tough negotiatar,

even when facing more powerful European countries. He
helped forge multiple treaties that made the United
States a stronger nation. Although the Monroe
Doctrine bears the name of Amerca's fifth President,
Jarmes Monroe, itwas John Quincy Adams who
advised him to issue it and helped craft it. Ever
since it was announced, the Monroe Doctrine has
lbeen a very important part of American foreign

policy.

Adams alzo deserves recognition as one of the

rnost courageous opponents of slavery prorto the
Civil War, Although hefaced strong opposition, John
Cuincy Adarms was never afraid to fight for what he
believed in, Although Adams's presidency had its share
of successes and failures, his career az awhole iz one of
the greatest in early American history,
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Mulitilingual Mayhem

John Quincy Adams could speak English, Dutch, French, and German
well and also knew a little bit of Greek, Italian, Latin, Russian, and Spanish!
Can you match each greeting with the language?

English
Dutch
French

German
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Founding Fathers John Quincy Adams Civil War

A Front Row Seat to History

John Quincy Adams witnessed and participated  would emerge as national leaders after he died.

in so many of the major events in early In fact, during his term in the House of
American history. He lived through the Representatives after his presidency, he served
Founding era, the Era of Good Feelings, the War  with an Illinois congressman named Abraham
of 1812, and the Jacksonian era. He personally Lincoln. Thirteen years after John Quincy's
knew major historical figures, such as George death, Lincoln became the sixteenth President
Washington, John Adams (obviously), Thomas and would lead the nation during the Civil War.
Jefferson, and Andrew Jackson. Adams is one of the few figures in U.S. history
who knew both the Founding Fathers and
He also served with many political figures who America’s Civil War President.
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Battle of Bunker Hill: A battle fought on June 17,1775
near Boston. It was one of the earliest battles in the
American Revolution. Although the British won the battle,
the Americans fought heroically and inflicted many
casualties.

Diplomat: A person who represents his or her country in
other countries or in international organizations.

Courting: Seeking the love or affection of another
person, often with the goal of marrying them.

Secretary of State: The government official in charge of
the U.S. Department of State who advises the President
on foreign policy issues. The Secretary of State is one of
the highest-ranking officials in the government.

Cabinet of the United States: A senior group of advisors
to the President of the United States. lts members include
the Vice President of the United States and top agency
and department leaders in the federal government, such
as the Secretary of State, the Secretary of Treasury, and
the Attorney General.

Colonization: The act of taking over and controlling a
territory and the people in that territory.

Electoral College: The group of people that, according to
the U.S. Constitution, elect the President and Vice
President of the United States.

Runoff: An extra vote or contest to decide the winner of
an election or competition, because no one has yet
clearly won.

Corrupt: Dishonest, seeking selfish gain.

Infrastructure: The physical and organizational structures
of a society, such as buildings, roads, and power supplies.

Tariff: A tax on something being bought orsold to a
customer in another country.

Democratic Party: The party that formed in the early 19th
century in the United States that supported Andrew
Jackson and his policies that expanded power to the
common man.

Whig Party: The party formed in the early 19th century in
the United States that opposed Andrew Jackson and
supported tariffs and building canals and roads to boost
the economy.

Smithsonian Institution: A group of museums and
education centers established by the U.S. governmentin
1846,
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Answers:

ADAMS’S PET (TYPE OF ANIMAL):
ALLIGATOR

Dutch

Y Q>

B Russian
Italian
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