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• Technical and other support as required
• Followup for progress
• Timely reminder for deliverables

BIFA PROJECT SUPPORT

https://www.gbif.org/programme/82629/bifa-biodiversity-information-fund-for-asia

• 13 projects

• 10 Asian 
countries

• Taxonomic 
coverage: 
Plants, Bees, 
Vertebrates, 
Bats, 
Insects, 
Beetles, 
Sharks

https://www.gbif.org/programme/82629/bifa-biodiversity-information-fund-for-asia


BIFA SURVEY

• Survey form
• Follow-up interviews

Past and present BIFA projects

• Biodiversity data mobilization activities
• Capacity development
• Use cases of GBIF-mediated data for decision making
• Follow-up grant, projects or collaborations
• Further collaboration
• Opportunities to strengthen GBIF participation

BIFA Impact Review



SUPPORT TO 
NODES

Technical assistance
� Become a publisher
� Data cleaning and 

validation
� Data publishing/IPT

https://www.gbif.org/the-gbif-network/asia

https://www.gbif.org/the-gbif-network/asia


HELPDESK

asia_support@gbif.org 

BIFA teams

Nodes

GBIF publishers

Potential/New publisher

Data holding Institutions

Researchers

Data users



� Global registry of scientific collections
� List of institutions and their collections
� Refine and update the information, add institutions and 

collections
� Encourage data mobilization through follow-up

GRSCICOLL

https://registry.gbif.org



ASIA OFFICE HOURS

● Weekly open zoom 
session

● Data Mobilization

● Data Use
● Discussion on GBIF 

Forum
● Community bonding



NCF

New Data Publisher

https://www.gbif.org/publisher/038a1133-81e2-42e8-a4dd-b5ac246eb082



NCF

Already published 5 
datasets totaling 
~12000 records

https://www.gbif.org/dataset/search?publishing_org=038a1133-81e2-42e8-a4dd-b5ac246eb082



QUESTIONS

Have several locations to be 
georeferenced. What is the best 

way?

How to publish the collection 
dataset with DNA related data? How to reformat the 

event dates?



DATACAMP

I always wanted to learn R to 
improve my data manipulation 
skills of manage Biodiversity 

data. DataCamp is providing me 
this opportunity.

Nandita Barman

I have been an Excel user but 
to automate some of my 

biodiversity data processing I 
need to learn Python 

scripting.

Siddharth Kulkarni

As a coder, my 
recent explorations 

with biodiversity 
data I need some 
revised skillsets.

Manoj K.



ASIA OFFICE HOURS

GBIF Discourse forum



• Benefits of badges
• Understandings of skill levels
• Better quality of support 

• Demand of badges
• Does GBIF hold any training this year?
• How do we receive formal training in data mobilization?

REGIONAL DATA MOBILIZATION WORKSHOPS
Capacity Building for GBIF Asia



REGIONAL DATA MOBILIZATION WORKSHOPS
Capacity Building for GBIF Asia

• Interest survey
• Formulation of the idea

• Which formats? How many days?
• Selection process:

• Whether the applicant:
1. Has datasets to publish soon
2. Has participated in previous workshops
3. Has someone else with a badge

in the same organisation
4. Is up for a self-paced format



• The virtual workshop
• Abide to the previous BIFA training format
• Stand on the success of

GBIF training programme
• Immense support from trainers and mentors

• Incentives
• Data publishing to GBIF.org within a week
• Mail-in GBIF goodies

REGIONAL DATA MOBILIZATION WORKSHOPS
Capacity Building for GBIF Asia



• The virtual workshop
• Abide to the previous BIFA training format
• Stand on the success of

GBIF training programme
• Immense support from trainers and mentors

• Incentives
• Data publishing to GBIF.org within a week
• Mail-in GBIF goodies
• 7 datasets published

• Grading in progress
• 16 assignments received

REGIONAL DATA MOBILIZATION WORKSHOPS
Capacity Building for GBIF Asia



• Experimenting a format for self-paced learning
• All by the applicant him/herself

• Kept the planning session
• 5 weeks
• Paired with Asia Office Hours

REGIONAL DATA MOBILIZATION WORKSHOPS
Capacity Building for GBIF Asia



BUILDING COMMUNITY IN ASIA

Project & technical 
support

Nodes & BIFA project

Hosted portals

Helpdesk of data 
publishers & users

Asia office hours
One-hour virtual QA 
session on every 
Thursday

Discussion on GBIF forum

Data mobilization 
workshop

Virtual sessions

Self-paced learning

Data publishing contest

GRSciColl
Integrate information of 
entries of scientific 
collections in Asia

Contact & Update with 
institutions



DATA USE CLUB

• Training seminars
• Practical sessions
• DataCamp online 

training

Apply for a license! 



FEEDBACKS FROM  PARTICIPANTS

DataCamp is self-learning 
friendly to beginners; different 

seminars on practical topics by 
GBIF are also very useful.

Turtle Spot Taiwan

The SQL course helps me 
learn systematically that I now 
know a varieties of syntaxes 
and functions; they make my 

job much easier.

Jin-Ying Lee, TaiBIF

15 licenses
Data use club



METRICS IN 2022

30Workshop 
Participants 24Self-Paced 

Participants 3 talks

TDWG Asia Session

126 said YES

Need training in data mobilization?

12 ~20K records

New Datasets

8
New Publishers

3-5 weekly visitors

Participants in Asia Office Hours



SUPPORT AND 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
FURTHER 
ENGAGEMENT

� Outreach to related communities
� eDNA
� Vector-borne disease
� GRSciColl
� Related conferences (e.g. TDWG-SPNCH)

� Data use club



HOW TO
GET
INVOLVED

Data Mobilization
• Contact us by email
• Asia office hour
• GBIF discourse forum

01

Capacity Enhancement
• Fill in workshop interest form
• Data mobilization workshop
• Self-paced learning

02

GRSciColl
• Anyone can propose changes
• Align with your institution

03
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Email Us
asia_support@gbif.org

REACHING OUT

Zoom in
Asia Office hours
https://bit.ly/asia-office-hours

Subscribe to
GBIF Asia Mailing List
https://bit.ly/gbif-asia-mailing

Discuss in
GBIF Discourse Forum
https://bit.ly/aoh-discuss



Thank you
Chihjen Ko, Lily Shrestha, Melissa Liu, Vijay Barve

asia_support@gbif.org
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