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A Living Atlas is an informatics infrastructure that aggregates 
biodiversity data from multiple sources and makes it freely 

available and usable online.

National Biodiversity Data Portal 

Free and 
open source!





Living Atlases in production

1 Atlas of Living Australia 10 GBIF France

2 Atlas of Living Costa Rica 11 GBIF Portugal

3 BioAtlas Sweden 12 GBIF Spain

4 Canadensys 13 GBIF Togo

5 Elurikkus – GBIF Estonia 14 NBN Atlas

6 GBIF Argentina 15 NBN Atlas Isle of Men

7 GBIF Benin 16 NBN Atlas Scotland

8 GBIF Andorra 17 NBN Atlas Wales

9
GBIF Brazil / SiBBr

18
Living Atlas of The 

Caribbean

Living Atlases around the world
Living Atlases in progress

1 GBIF Luxembourg

2 Living Norway

3 Biodiversity-Hub (Austria)

4 Biodiversity Atlas of Living Tanzania

5 Field Museum (US)

6 Vermont Center for Ecostudies (US)

7 Russia

8 GBIF Canada

9 GBIF Chile

10 Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences

11 Biodiversity Research Center (Taiwan)

12 Philippines Atlas of Biodiversity

13
Sistema Nacional de Información sobre 

Biodiversidad (Guatemala)



Many CESP projects around the Living Atlases
https://www.gbif.org/programme/82219/capacity-enhancement-support-programme#projects





Video tutorial about how to search, refine and 
download data.  

Online exercises to help end-users to know how to
use these data portals

Video tutorial about how to use the spatial
components of the Atlas (regions and spatial module)

Different

languages

What we have been doing

Documentation for end users of the Atlas



Video tutorial about how to search, refine and 
download data in a LA

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZAN_uGLjiCVPuzCoCfEYrL_4Hvox25ZW


Video tutorial about how to use regions/spatial 
module in an Atlas

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZAN_uGLjiCVPuzCoCfEYrL_4Hvox25ZW


Support from GBIF



Activity 1c - Equip Participant nodes

Support further development of the Living Atlases community 
including coherent branding, establish ongoing workshop and 
documentation programme. €40,000 has been allocated for this 
purpose. This recognizes that GBIF needs to provide stable support for 
this community, which is increasingly important to many participants. 
In 2019 and in future years, Living Atlas work should be separately 
funded rather than subsumed under the CESP call.

Support from GBIF - 2019 GBIF Annual Work Programme



Living Atlases Coordinators



Act as the primary technical point of contact; support 
developers of the community. 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT

Technical coordinator

Vicente Ruiz (Atlas of Living Spain)

Assess the existing technical documentation and coordinate
activities to improve accuracy and accessibility of content

DOCUMENTATION

Ensure documentation for the installation, customisation and 
ensuring robust day-to-day operation

+ DOCUMENTATION

Lead the development of a shared road map

SHARED ROAD MAP



Establish and oversee communication channels for the 
community including mailing list, community website, and 
social networks

COMMUNICATION

Administrative coordinator

Marie Elise Lecoq (VertNet)

Explore and document options for governance models for the 
community

GOVERNANCE

Evaluate existing documentation and training needs of the 
parties and lead development of necessary material

DOCUMENTATION AND TRAINING

Communication package highlighting the strengths and 
modularity of the platform and  emerging community 
suitable for potential new adopters

OUTREACH



Living Atlases Community of Practice

formed by GBIF countries 
and organizations that 
adopted ALA platform to 
implement the national 
portal

With support from the GBIF core 
work programme and members, is 
developing governance and technical 
support



Communciation of LA Community

https://atlaslivingaustralia.slack.com/



We will present all this work in the upcoming conference Biodiversity Next

https://biodiversitynext.org/list-of-symposia-and-workshops/



National Biodiversity Data Portal

Atlas of Living Spain



https://datos.gbif.es/





Actualizado: 9 de mayo de 2018

http://registros.gbif.es/occurrences/search?q=&submit=Enviar#tab_mapView



• Based on ALA (Atlas of Living 
Australia)

• ES, CAT, EN

• Infrastructure is hosted in the 
CSIC-IFCA datacenter

• Data from Spanish providers

• Search, refine, visualize data and 
images and download data

• Adapted to national needs

• + other components

Atlas of Living Spain

https://imagenes.gbif.es/

https://ifca.unican.es/en-us/about-ifca/infrastructure




Components



• occurrence data (list records, map)
• specimen image (image module)
• data QC annotations (±100 tests)
• preservation of original version of 

records
• large indexing field list
• extensive (customisable) filters and 

facets
• occurrences “in your location”

Occurrences

http://datos.gbif.es/



Image visualization associated to specimens and some tools 

http://datos.gbif.es/

https://registros.gbif.es/occurrences/search?q=*:*&fq=multimedia:%22Image%22#tab_recordImages



• institution list and description
• dataset list, description and 

dashboard
• linked to occurrences
• DOIs: track data shared

through GBIF.

Registry of institutions, collections and datasets

http://datos.gbif.es/



• Usage statistics

• Number of data downloaded 
over time

http://datos.gbif.es/

Registry of institutions, collections and datasets



Regions module
http://regiones.gbif.es/

• find the species recorded in a defined 
region

• Spatial layers such as natural 
protected areas, national parks, 
biogeographic regions, political 
boundaries, etc.

• summary reports per geographic area



Regions module
http://regiones.gbif.es/

• list of species with number of 
occurrences

• explore taxonomy



Species pages
https://especies.gbif.es/

• aggregates data on 
• species description
• common names
• taxonomy
• image gallery
• sequence data
• bibliography

• provides access to occurrence 
records, spatial analysis

https://especies.gbif.es/species/2435239

https://especies.gbif.es/


Species lists
https://listas.gbif.es

• Support to species lists for 
detailed data analysis
• different taxonomic criteria
• endangered species
• invasive species
• thematic lists
• national lists

https://especies.gbif.es/species/2435239



gbif.org VS datos.gbif.es

Characteristics www.gbif.org www.datos.gbif.es

Scope
services designed for the global 

community
customised services to support national priorities

Hierarchie
2 information levels

(publishers / datasets)
3 information levels 

(institutions / collections & projects / datasets)

Modules Only occurrences Species information, Geospatial module, analysis

Trazability
DOI for dataset and data 

download
DOI for dataset

gbif.org VS datos.gbif.es
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