
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































“Don’t be summer soldiers. Maintain your place
in the front ranks of the revolutionary fighters,
and stand in that place for the duration.”

JOSEPH HANSEN / MILITANT JOSEPH HANSEN / MILITANT

During Dobbs’s years as SWP national secretary (1953-72), advances for working
people at home and abroad finally broke the momentum of the anticommunist
witch-hunt. By the 1960s new generations were being won to the communist
movement. Top: First mass meeting during 1955-56 bus boycott in Montgomery,
Alabama, which launched the struggle against racist segregation in the U.S. South.
Dobbs and other party members drove station wagons there to donate to
volunteer shuttle service. The SWP put support of the boycott at center of its
1956 campaign. Bottom: Dobbs on fact-finding trip to Cuba,April 1960, together
with Militant editor Joseph Hansen, who took both photos. Their findings were
reported in a widely circulated pamphlet, The Truth about Cuba. Dobbs campaigned
nationwide in defense of the revolution during 1960 election.



Left: Dobbs speaking at conference sponsored by Young Socialist Alliance
(YSA) in mid-1960s. Right: Dobbs spoke representing the SWP at a March
1965 memorial meeting for revolutionary leader Malcolm X, along with
Malcolm’s close collaborator James Shabazz (at left in clipping), Jack Barnes on
behalf of the YSA, and others. Bottom: Dobbs helped the SWP and YSA map
a proletarian course during the anti-Vietnam War movement. Shown here:
Banners at New York march, April 15, 1967, demand “Bring the Gls home now!”
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“The story told in Teamster Rebellion also belongs
to the growing ranks of Spanish-speaking workers
in the U.S. today as they enter into struggle .”

—FROM THE INTRODUCTION BY JACK BARNES

PHOTOS: MILITANT

Top left: Rally in New York City at conclusion of Immigrant Workers Freedom
Ride, October 4, 2003. Sign reads: “We are humans, not animals.” Top right:
Members of the United Food and Commercial Workers, former employees at
the AMPAC packinghouse in Chicago, protest being laid-off with no notice and
without wages owed them, December 24,200|. Bottom left: Rally of 3,500 in
Doraville, Georgia, demands “Drivers’ licenses for all,” in response to state gov-
ernment attempt to deny them for immigrants, September 30, 2003. Bottom
right: UNITE-organized laundry workers on picket line outside Flex-O-Tex
plant in the Bronx, New York, demand union recognition, December 27, 2001.



“To the men and women who gave
me unshakable confidence in the
working class, the rank and file
of General Drivers Local 574.”

—FARRELL DOBBS

TH'S IS THE STORY of the strikes and

union organizing drive the men and women of
Teamsters Local 574 carried out in Minnesota in
1934, paving the way for the continent-wide rise of the
Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO) as a fighting
social movement. Through hard-fought strike actions, which
were in fact organized battles, they made Minneapolis a
union town, defeating not only the trucking bosses but
strikebreaking efforts of the big-business Citizens Alliance
and city, state, and federal governments. They showed in life
what workers and their allies on the farms and in the cities
can achieve when they’re able to count on the leadership they
deserve.

Farrell Dobhbs, a coal-yard worker then still in his twenties, was one of the
central leaders of the 1934 strikes. At the time he wrote this account almost

forty years later, Dobbs was national secretary of the Socialist Workers Party.
With an introduction by Jack Barnes.
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