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Hauser & Wirth supports the
development Of meaninngI and The following organizations have
industry specific responses to surecs. tools and research driven

reports that have aided the development
of Hauser & Wirth’s approach to

the Climate CriSis. environmental sustainability:

Gallery Climate Coalition
Art to Acres

Climate Action Tips have been At
compiled by Cliodhna Murphy,
Gl_Obal Head Of EnVironmental \c/:\i/;':);gev\vlg;)gleydéctionWillcreatethe

. ey 1 This is wh h iled Climat
Sustainability at Hauser & Wirth, o e
Wirth have resources on all the topics

and Laura Lupton, co-founder of e
Artists Commit, Galleries Commit |
and LHL Consulting.

3 Climate Action Tips



https://galleryclimatecoalition.org/
https://www.arttoacres.org/
https://juliesbicycle.com/resource/the-art-of-zero/
https://www.artswitch.org/
https://www.kiculture.org/
https://www.galleriescommit.com/
https://www.artistscommit.com/

COLLECTIVE ACTION

Why it matters

Community, collaboration and collective
movement building are critical to

co-creating a truly sustainable art sector.

One artist studio or gallery
cannot shift the dial, but
collective action amplifies
our efforts, builds a
movement and contributes
to climate resilience.

Did you know?

Artist and political activist Gustav
Metzger instigated Remember Nature
in 2015, a global day of action to to
highlight waste, extinction and the
protection of nature with creative
practitioners. The anniversary of this

event takes places on 4 November 2025.

Learn more here

‘How does art engage the politics of
climate change?’

‘There is a way to understand climate
change as a progressive political critique
of culture that through criticism can
change the contours of art’s domain. In
the same way that many other political
critiques of culture such racism, feminism,
Marxism and post-colonial theory have.

—Charles Gaines in panel Environmental
Justice, Collectives and Art’s Changing
Shape at Sustainability in Action 2023,
Los Angeles, organised by Hauser & Wirth

QUICKTIP

Use existing networks like the Gallery

Climate Coalition and Artists Commit
to share your actions and learn about
how to join the movement



https://remembernaturegustavmetzger.wordpress.com/how-to-get-involved/
https://galleryclimatecoalition.org/
https://galleryclimatecoalition.org/
https://www.artistscommit.com/




ARTIST SPOTLIGHT:
Charles Gaines in Sustainability in Action 2023 panel discussion


https://vimeo.com/925345060/dde6848143?share=copy

Collaborate and question -
artists can open the door to
climate action

Back to Earth, 2022, Installation view. © readsreads.info. Courtesy Serpentine

COMMISSIONS &
EXHIBITIONS

Why it matters

Working with presenting partners is one

of the key moments when artists have the

most leverage to catalyze climate action
within the sector.

Letting your presenting
collaborators know that
the climate impact of the
project is a priority for
you at the start of the
conversation can strongly
influence environmental
responsibility.

Did you know?

Sustainability was at the core of Back

to Earth at Serpentine. The team used
existing structures and reused the
materials from disassembled parts of the
preceding exhibition, to minimise waste
build and reimagine exhibition making.
Almost all artwork was produced locally
and inks and papers involved in printed
materials were selected to prioritise
recycled processes

Learn more here

What to do

- Ask your collaborators about their

climate policies. How are they adapting
to become less energy intensive? How
are they changing the way they transport
artworks? What are they doing to reduce
the carbon footprint of their buildings?
Are they incorporating biodiversity into
their infrastructure?

Learn about MoMA'’s approach to
evergreen gallery walls here in the
Circular Museum series. Frequently
changing temporary exhibition
architecture and furniture are wasteful
aspects of exhibition production.

Can you collaborate with your
presenting partners on ways to reuse
existing materials?

For many artworks, restrictive climate
control parameters are unnecessary.
Can you advocate for turning off the
HVAC or widening the temperature
ranges. Can new BIZOT standards be
used in loan agreements?

QUICKTIP

Durational and long programming can
have climate positive consequences -
advocate for longer presentations

7 Commissions & Exhibitions | Climate Action Tips


https://www.serpentinegalleries.org/whats-on/back-to-earth/
https://www.serpentinegalleries.org/whats-on/back-to-earth/
https://www.serpentinegalleries.org/whats-on/back-to-earth/
https://www.art2030.org/projects/the-circular-museum

Com




FABRICATION

Emissions calculation + CO2 of fabrication
= carbon based donation Why it matters What to do

The choices you make fabricating a new - Fabricate locally

work impact the entire life cycle of that

object’s future. How does it need to be - Ask fabricators if they use clean energy
Artwork Ingredient List UAP packed, shipped, stored, and displayed? and if not now when?

"Time Unfolding" / 2023

Artist: Thomas J Pric As the artist, your decisions - Chooselowimpact orrecycled materials

Client: Hauser & Wirth Los Angeles

now can allow not only - Use a material decision tree: Are you

AIL Calculati ) "Time Unfolding" . . . . . .
Total tonnes of CO2e of project LR = T coubture was procced by UAPS Rook Taven but for the DOS sibi llty of or transport —> this guides material and
6.493 [=] : ﬁijn’;'i?ﬁ”;iﬁfwfi orodced by UAP | Uban l fut : fabrication choices
rojects .
ow ImpdacCt Tuture care o
"Time Unfolding" Ingredient Facts p . Identif t d t tati
General Details Average weight for one 9ft figure t h e WO r k. en I y Ways O re uce ranspor a Ion’
. “Time Unfolding’ Sculpture by Sculpture Weight 662 1bs (031 mt) packaging and travel needs
Name of Prolect Thomas J Price Amount per Sculpture . . .
Carbon Accountant Gilbert Guaring / Chris Roque C02e Emissions (metrctors) ” ofseuGIp:fj d urin g fa b rl Catl on
Project Manager Brenna Board
Location of Installation Hauser & Wirth Los Angeles Transport of Materials to Production Site 0.9% R
?
Hours Taken to Complete Audit 20 _} ::::::a:o:::d In Produstion 80.3% D | d yo u kn ow:
PMMA (poly (methyl methacrylate)
R —— UAP fabricators have developed an
Carbon Summary Zircon Sand . . .
y Collogal Sitca artwork ingredient list to calculate the
aterials 5.212 Foundry Cement . .
_— sot0 Electriclty used In Production son carbon footprint of production.
) ) Fuel and Gas used in Production 3.4%
Transportation — Materials 0.059 Packaging 1.5% . .
Electricity - Direct 0.246 acte o To the left is an example—use this
Fuel & Gas 0.222 Transport to InstallSite 9.0% as a template for discussions with your
ahts 0,000 e chosen fabricator.
Packaging 0.098 so one sculptu're is less than half‘on emissio?] levels.
Transportation — Install Site 0.647 o Fuure AL il
Life 0.000 of all inputs N

QUICKTIP

Use a vendor checklist and ask for green

design proposals when hiring fabricators to
collaborate with you.



https://www.uapcompany.com/

STUDIO SPOTLIGHT:

Mika Rottenberg and Plastic Reuse



https://www.hauserwirth.com/ursula/mika-rottenberg-plastic/

Art world carbon emissions

equivalent to the country
of Austria

Austria  [*=m'

Flabkrinym

- N

o P gl + Bl L P
Pl i
P |

CZECH REPUBLIC  ow

o |

i Pl R Sl R _'
; IF -"'."I.;ll :.ll-.i
i T . _I'. un
> :'l' I _I_ A, =T
© cermANY [ Pk
S 0 | — ﬂ'l'.U STRIA
: ;!'ii' : L By --.-le_lw__g_ L
N e gaiing | R ) HUNGARY
4 o Canrp
W sl T N T e e
SVWATZERLAND 7| el 1 AR, e S e B
| o\ S ymirg, ® Ted—1
s 5 : e
Y Taghs r’?-\)_ _ 50 __r.-"' e
._:lﬂ- T el | _.'; : IT.A.L? :l:. .- "'-._Il:"‘“ Ljubj * '_ .i'-i"._' - EHG‘AT!A :
; LN LOVENIA Py
| i ¢ | - '

EMISSIONS

Why it matters

The science is clear: greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions are a number one driver
of global temperature rise. The art sector
is joining global efforts to cut GHG

emissions by a minimum of 50% by 2030.

Reducing emissions
requires first measuring

the impact of our routine
activities to understand our
highest impact areas and
make informed choices.

Did you know?

The Art World emits about 70 million
tonnes of carbon dioxide (tCO2e) a
year. That’s about the same as the total
emissions of Austria.

1

What to do

- Track annual emissions, starting with
energy, travel and artwork shipping

« Track emissions on an exhibition
or project basis and establish carbon
budgets, akin to a financial budget
Fabricate work with intentionally
low impact shipping and climate
control requirements.

« Set reduction goals & plans

Make a Strategic Climate Fund
contribution for unavoidable emissions

QUICKTIP

The Gallery Climate Coalition has an

art sector carbon calculator that easily
calculates priority emissions in art
specific activity.



https://galleryclimatecoalition.org/carbon-calculator/

Measure & Reduce

Hard data made Hauser & Wirth aware that shipping
of artworks accounts for about 45% of our gallery
emissions, travel about 20% and building emissions 10%

GALLERY SPOTLIGHT:

Emission Reduction Targets

In line with the Paris Climate Agreement of the United
Nations, Hauser & Wirth is reducing our carbon
emissions by at least 50 percent by 2030. Since making
our commitment, we have reduced our emissions by

20 percent and continue to drive actions to accelerate
meeting our target. Reductions are happening by
switching to renewable energy, transitioning to LED lighting,
purchasing electric vehicles and tracking carbon emissions
and waste associated with our shipping.
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GCC

CARBON REPORT HAUSER & WIRTH

2019 14 locations globally, including galleries in the
US, UK, Switzerland, Spain and Hong Kong.
.09\7—8% Travel (ﬂ’ghl‘S)/

'\QQ\ 73%

Hauser & Wirth . I
Total 8585 tCO2e

Shipping Travel Energy
5053 tC02e (Flights) 1098 tCO2e
2434 tC02e

GCC

CARBON REPORT
2022

HAUSER & WIRTH

18 locations globally, including galleries in
the US, UK, Switzerland, Spain and Hong Kong

6045.90

Shipping Travel Energy
(Air Freight) (Flights) 1112.88 tCO22e
3667.35 tCO2e 1265.67 tCO2e



ENERGY

Why it matters

Energy use in buildings accounts for 6%
of global GHG emissions. Small (and often
free) changes can result in significant
energy savings, and larger changes to
buildings can have a dramatic impact,
especially over time.

Did you know?

The Frankenthaler Climate Initiative in

the US offers straightforward grants

for sustainability focused infrastructure
projects in the visual arts. Eligible grantees
include non-profit arts organisation.

Many of our institutional partners have
been recipients.

Learn more here
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What to do

« Implement_no cost/low-cost steps
suggestions to reduce energy
consumption

- Switch to a reputable
green energy supplier

- |ldentify the most impactful
infrastructure improvements
for your studio by working with a
local energy savings advisor (often
free via your local energy supplier).

- Understand local regulations &
initiatives, such as the Inflation
Reduction Act in the US which
provides tax credit incentives for
green energy infrastructure investments
and clean vehicles.

QUICKTIP

Scheduling energy-intensive activities
(large print jobs, kiln use, power tools) early

in the day or overnight reduces grid load
at peak hours and can save you money on
your energy bill.



https://www.frankenthalerclimateinitiative.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1284ookmhGZNVx7lU6GbXL3WPnEX-oaL7Xc3hBnSCi24/edit?pli=1

STUDIO SPOTLIGHT:
arry Bell and Solar Powe



https://assets.ctfassets.net/y3wgx2ncas6t/2C1eVbUM4freRZ0nIZDoVh/f237d8c714ec4ae86280bce2c25238b1/HW_2024-03_Sustainability_Larry-Bell_Case-Study_03__2_.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/y3wgx2ncas6t/2C1eVbUM4freRZ0nIZDoVh/f237d8c714ec4ae86280bce2c25238b1/HW_2024-03_Sustainability_Larry-Bell_Case-Study_03__2_.pdf

TRAVEL

Why it matters

Travel - in particular long-haul and
business-class travel - is a major producer
of GHG emissions for the art sector.
Revising approaches to travel for
exhibitions and production can have big,
climate-friendly impacts

Did you know?

Reduce Art Flights (RAF) is a campaign
created by Gustav Metzger in 2008, to
implore that the art world to diminish its
use of planes for transport of people and
artworks. Listen further here.

15

What to do

Opt for low-emission transport options:
electric cars, trains, or public transit

Use NERD criteria for flights: NEWER
aircraft; ECONOMY seats; REGULAR
sized plane; DIRECT flights

- Talk to collaborators about travel

priorities early on in projects

Plan projects virtually

QUICKTIP

Economy seats often have 25% of the
carbon emissions of a first class seat.

For example: round trip flight JFK = LHR:
First class: 6.6 tCO2e
Economy: 1.66 tCO2e

Travel | Climate Action Tips


https://reduceartflights.lttds.org/

TRANSPORT

Why it matters

Shipping, especially air freight of gallery
artworks, constitutes a major source of our
GHG emissions.

Planning ahead to take advantage of
shuttles, sea freight, and other low
emission shipment options, not requiring
couriers, and reducing packaging weight
through consolidation can result in major
carbon savings.

Did you know?

Studio Olafur Eliasson is writing a no-
fly rule into contracts, transporting its
artworks by train and remote installing
them via video calls in a bid to become
carbon neutral in the next decade.

16

What to do

+ Request the gallery team consolidate
and group shipments from your studio
using fewer crates

- Prioritize sea and road freight
over air freight

« Use zero or low-emissions vehicles
for low-emission

« Plan ahead to minimize overall
transportation needs; fabricating locally
or strategizing where work ultimately
needs to end up can reduce the number
of trips a work takes.

QUICKTIP

Shipping a work by sea freight instead of
air can result in as little as 2% of the total

GHG emissions. Routing from NY > UK by
ocean takes 2 weeks.



https://www.dezeen.com/2022/04/29/studio-olafur-eliasson-sebastian-behmann-interview/
https://www.dezeen.com/tag/carbon-neutral-design/

Sending 6 exhibitions by sea
saved the equivalent carbon of
100 commercial flights between
New York and London

UNITED KINGDOM

LOS ANGELES

GALLERY SPOTLIGHT:

Sea Freight Shipping White Paper



https://hauserandwirth.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/GraphicDesign/ER3SaSViqOpLnXZjXeJb2nMB5OlujbI0JjvSLGhsXpI9gw?e=A1EVTz

WASTE & MATERIALS

Why it matters

What to do
Reducing waste to landfill protects
ecosystems, and reduces GHG .
emissions. According to a recent report
plastic producers have known for more

Create material afterlife checklists &
design for end of life in planning stages

than 30 years that recycling is not an - Participate in material-reuse networks
economically or technically feasible

plastic waste management solution. To . Purchase material locally

actively address this issue in our sector

the research points at minimising and .

, _ ) Prioritize reusable and recyclable
reusing packaging materials. materials and minimize plastic use

- Set up studio composting
Did you know? - Learn about local waste, recycling,

et s , , and compost policies
Pipilotti Rist has long practiced sustainable

methods in her work. ‘I’ve always recycled
things in my work, which is a tradition

of many artists that | have loved, she

says in a discussion on her approach to
sustainability at her MoCA LA show with
Johanna Burton. Learn more here

QUICKTIP

For artwork movement, switch to moving
blankets or card/paper packaging that

are curbside recycled. Our gallery team
have created a reusable wrap for artwork
transport — get in touch to learn more
about using in your studio.

-~

. A i1 .. 5 'T-,-".!-.- L x 4 Farih R AT O 1 ¥ ey -.- i ) il .
‘3‘: T 1 ‘1‘ ] . Fo T . 5 -“ i ‘ --I; L] .v' . h. o Ly : AT
e it "-. s : ] R o . _. Faiin
e l:: ];*- ES s . ; ...I p I o i © I I s ey )
; RE ol - § . ) . | "
1 : e = ! P S ; '“_ i - o] ' Fa i

.

18


https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/feb/15/recycling-plastics-producers-report
https://www.hauserwirth.com/ursula/37309-instant-diamonds-pipilotti-rist-johanna-burton/

AR



ARTIST SPOTLIGHT:

Pipilotti Rist introduces Sustainability in Action iIn Somerset, 2022



https://vimeo.com/924583621/5cdcce0d7f?share=copy

Further resources

Calculate

Gallery Climate Coalition industry specific
carbon calculator tool

STICH carbon calculator for materials
commonly used in studios
Julie’s Bicycle carbon calculator

Complete a Climate Impact Report independently
or with the support of Artists Commit, which can
provide a mentor and funding:
https://www.artistscommit.com/submit-climate-

impact-report

Read

Read Helen Mirra’s Matter Rider for sustainable
exhibition production

Watch

Circular Museum webinar series

Donate to Strategic Climate Funds for emissions
that cannot be avoided
- Artinto Acres

ClientEarth

Murmur

21



https://galleryclimatecoalition.org/
https://stich.culturalheritage.org/carbon-calculator/#browse
Julie’s Bicycle carbon calculator
https://www.artistscommit.com/submit-climate-impact-report
https://www.artistscommit.com/submit-climate-impact-report
https://www.artistscommit.com/submit-climate-impact-report
https://www.hmirra.net/information/pdfs/matter_rider.pdf
https://www.art2030.org/projects/the-circular-museum
https://www.arttoacres.org/
https://www.clientearth.org/
https://www.murmur.earth/

HAUSER&WIRTH



