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PTE Academic Lesson Plan Ideas: Test Taking Strategies 
Lesson 15 – Listening: Fill in the blanks 

Time allocated: 60 minutes 

 

Step 1: Introduce the Item Type 

This is an item type that integrates listening and writing skills, and requires test takers to listen for missing words in a 

recording and type the missing words into a transcription. 

 

 

Step 2: Present the Item Type Strategies 

Strategy 1 

You only have seven seconds before the recording starts playing. Quickly read through the text and try to predict the 

words you will hear from the context. 

Strategy 2 

After the recording starts, do not stop listening to write or type in the full answers, but make sure you write at least the 

word roots. When the recording finishes, go back and complete the words based on your knowledge of grammar and 

contextual clues. 

Strategy 3 

Make sure that each word fits logically and grammatically into the sentence. Trust your intuition and do not think about 

other possibilities after you have typed the words and are certain that these are the words you heard. 
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Step 3: Explain and Practice Each Strategy 

Strategy 1 

Explain to your students that they only have seven seconds to go through the text. Skimming the whole passage should 

help them figure out the general topic or subject area. They should also use the time to focus on the words directly 

before and after the blank that can provide clues. For example, an article before the blank indicates that the missing 

word is a noun. The article “an” also gives an additional clue that the word will start with a vowel. 

To practice this strategy, ask your class to do the following activities in pairs: 

 Give students copies of Item 1 and have them skim through the text and identify the topic, e.g., Australia’s 

Labour government policy. 

 Next, have students focus on the words around the blanks, and try to guess the part of speech, and make 

some predictions, e.g., first blank – noun starting with a consonant: government, party. Remind students that 

they will only have seven seconds before the recording starts so they should do this very quickly. 

 Ask students to explain their predictions. 

Strategy 2 

Explain to your students that the recording for this item type is 30–60 seconds long. Remind them that they will hear it 

only once and should not stop listening to write the long words or correct spelling. If they cannot type on screen or 

write the words on the Erasable Notboard Booklet fast enough, they should only write the word roots and continue 

following the text. 

To practice this strategy, ask your class to do the following activities: 

 Display some word roots and have students brainstorm different words containing these roots, e.g., assign  

- assignable, assignee, assignment; gene – genealogist, genealogy, genealogical. 

 Write a few sentences using incomplete words or root words, e.g., Make sure you understand your assign before 

you start writing, This genealog table traces the descendancy of four families, and have students work out the 

correct words based on grammar and contextual clues. 

 Dictate some long words very quickly and have students write down only the word roots. 

 Now have students look again at the copy of Item 1 that you have distributed. Play the audio [L15_Fill_in_ 

the_blanks_1], and have them write the words or the word roots in the blanks. 

Strategy 3 

Remind your students that each word should fit logically and grammatically into the sentences. Once the recording 

finishes, they should read the text again focusing on each gapped sentence. 

To practice this strategy, ask your class to do the following activities in pairs: 

 Display some sentences with incorrectly used parts of speech, e.g., The aim of psychologic is to describe and 

explain thoughts, feel and act. Psychology try to understand the cognite, emotion and motivation process of human 

experience. Have students work in pairs and correct the mistakes. 

 Now have students look at the item that they responded to and check that each sentence makes sense, the 

correct part of speech has been included and the seven words are correctly spelled. 

 Provide feedback on students’ responses, and then show the answers for Item 1. 
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Step 4: Respond to a (Listening) Fill in the Blanks Item 

Explain to your students that they will now respond to a test item simulating the test conditions. They will have seven 

seconds to skim the text and 30–60 seconds to give their response. Remind them of the three strategies covered in this 

lesson and ask them to apply these strategies. 

Give out copies of Item 2 and play the audio [L15_Fill_in_the_blanks_2]. 

 

Step 5: Provide Feedback 

Ask your students if they were able to use the strategies. Which one was the most difficult to apply? Which one do they 

think was the most useful? 

Ask students to compare and evaluate each other’s responses in pairs or groups. Then provide the answers for Item 2. 
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Item 1 

You will hear a recording. Write the missing words in each blank. 
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Item 1: Transcript and Answer Key 
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Item 2 

You will hear a recording. Write the missing words in each blank. 
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Item 2: Transcript and Answer Key 

 


