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Meet the editors
Editor-in-Chief
James Wright

James D. Wright received his bachelor’s degree in philosophy from Purdue University in 1969, a
master’s degree in sociology from the University of Wisconsin in 1970, and his PhD in sociology from
Wisconsin in 1973. His first academic appointment was at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst,
where he was promoted to Associate Professor in 1976 and to Full Professor in 1979. Most of his fifteen
years at Massachusetts were spent as Director, Associate Director or Director of Research in the Social
and Demographic Institute.

Wright left Massachusetts for Tulane University in New Orleans in 1988 where he served as the
Charles and Leo Favrot Professor of Human Relations in Tulane’s Department of Sociology. He also
enjoyed a courtesy appointment in the Tulane School of Public Health, Department of Biostatistics
and Epidemiology. He left Tulane in 2001 to become the Provost’s Distinguished Research Professor
of Sociology at the University of Central Florida. In 2003, he was named as the Director of the
University’s Institute for Social and Behavioral Science and in 2013 was designated as a UCF Pegasus
Professor, the University’s highest faculty honor.

Wright was the Editor in Chief of the scholarly journal Social Science Research from 1978 until 2014.
His previous editing experience also includes a twenty-year stint as editor of the Aldine de Gruyter
book series Social Institutions and Social Change, two editions of the Handbook of Survey Research
(Academic Press, 1983; Emerald Publishing, 2010), and service on the editorial boards of numerous
journals. He is the author of 21 books and scholarly monographs on topics ranging from
homelessness to research methods to NASCAR, and he has published more than 300 journal articles,
book chapters, reviews, essays and polemics. Wright lives with his wife Christine Stewart and their
multiple dogs and cats in Winter Springs, Florida, where in his spare time he likes to cook fancy meals
for large crowds.
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