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Japan Society presents

Book Launch & Conversation:
Okada Toshiki & Japanese Theatre

Fri, Jan 19 at 6 pm

Book Launch & Conversation: Okada Toshiki & Japanese Theatre is supported, in part, by Doug and Teresa
Peterson and the Ph.D. Program in Theatre and Performance at the Graduate Center, City University of
New York. Special thanks to Richard Gough from Performance Research Books (publisher) and the Martin
E. Segal Theatre Center.

Publication of Okada Toshiki & Japanese Theatre is supported, in part, by The Japan Foundation New York.

2021—2022 Performing Arts Season Support

Lead Sponsor

A MetLifeFoundation

The season is made possible, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural
Affairs in partnership with the City Council and the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of
the Office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature.

m Cultural oo
Affairs -

Council on
the Arts

Major support is generously provided by the Howard Gilman Foundation and Doug and Teresa Peterson,
with endowment support from the Lila Wallace-Reader's Digest Endowment Fund and the Endowment for
the Performing Arts, established with a leadership gift from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation.

HOWARD GILMAN
FOUNDATION

Additional support is provided by the Royal Little Family Foundation, Helen and Kenneth A. Cowin, Dr. and
Mrs. Carl F. Taeusch Il, Dr. Jeanette C. Takamura, Estate of Alan M. Suhonen, Sarah Billinghurst Solomon
and Howard Solomon, Nancy and Joe Walker, Dr. John K. Gillespie, Paula S. Lawrence, Dr. Stephen and
Mrs. Michiko Levine, Marjorie Neuwirth, Hiroko Onoyama, Lyndley and Samuel Schwab, and Nora and
David Tezanos. Transportation assistance is provided by All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd.

ANA’ Inspiration of JAPAN

A STAR ALLIANCE MEMBER V.7



PROGRAM

Panel I: Okada Toshiki and Japanese Theatre — Making the Book

SPEAKERS:

Peter Eckersall, Professor, Executive Officer of Theatre and Performance, The
Graduate Center, CUNY

Carol Martin, Professor of Drama, New York University

MODERATOR:
Thomas Looser, Chair of East Asian Studies, Associate Professor, New York
University

Panel Il
Part | — On Presenting and Directing Okada’s Work in the U.S.

SPEAKERS:

Kate Loewald, Founding Producer, PlayCo

Dan Rothenberg, Co-Artistic Director, Pig Iron Theatre Company
Alec Duffy, Artistic Director, Hoi Polloi

MODERATOR:
Yoko Shioya, Artistic Director, Japan Society

Part Il — Okada and Ogawa Join for a Fireside Chat

SPEAKERS:

Toshiki Okada, Playwright/Director

Aya Ogawa, Playwright/Director/Performer/Translator

Kate Loewald, Founding Producer, PlayCo

Dan Rothenberg, Co-Artistic Director, Pig Iron Theatre Company
Alec Duffy, Artistic Director, Hoi Polloi

MODERATOR:
Yoko Shioya, Artistic Director, Japan Society



ABOUT OKADA TOSHIKI

Okada Toshiki was born in Yokohama in 1973. He is a playwright/director. He
formed the theatre company chelfitsch in 1997. Since then, he has written and
directed all of the company’s productions, practicing a distinctive methodology for
creating plays, and has come to be known for his use of hyper-colloquial Japanese
and unique choreography. In 2005, his play Five Days in March won the prestigious
49th Kishida Kunio Drama Award. He participated in Toyota Choreography Award
2005 with Air Conditioner (Cooler, 2005), garnering much attention. His collection of
short stories titled The End of the Special Time We Were Allowed was published in
February 2007 and awarded the Oe Kenzaburd Prize. He has been on the judging
panel for the Kishida Kunio Drama Award since 2012. In 2013, his first book
theatology was published by Kawade Shobo Shinsha. From 2016, he directed
works in a repertory programme at Miinchner Kammerspiele, one of the foremost
public theaters in Germany, for four consecutive seasons. THE VACUUM CLEANER
has been selected as one of the ‘ten remarkable productions’ by Theatertreffen
2020, the German theatre festival. In 2020, he won the 27th Yomiuri Theater Awards
Selection Committee Special Prize with his Thai artists-collaboration piece
Pratthana—A portrait of possession, which is an adaptation of a novel by Thai
author Uthis Haemamool. He was awarded the 2021 Yomiuri Prize for Literature for
his online pandemic era and noh-inspired drama anthology Unfulfilled Ghost and
Monster — ZAHA / TSURUGA.

ABOUT THE PANELISTS & MODERATORS

Peter Eckersall teaches in the Ph.D. program in Theatre and Performance at The
Graduate Center, City University of New York and is a Professorial Fellow, University
of Melbourne. Recent publications include: Machine Made Silence (ed. with Kristof
van Baarle, 2020), The Routledge Companion to Theatre and Politics (ed. with
Helena Grehan, 2019), New Media Dramaturgy (co-authored with Helena Grehan
and Ed Scheer, 2017), and Performativity and Event in 1960s Japan (2013). He was
co-founder/dramaturg of Not Yet It’s Difficult. Recent dramaturgy includes:
Everything Starts from a Dot (Sachiyo Takahashi, LaMama), Phantom Sun/Northern
Drift (Alexis Destoop, Beursschouwburg, Riga Biennial), and SHEEP #1 (Sachiyo
Takahashi, Japan Society).



Carol Martin is a Professor of Drama at New York University. Her books

include Theatre of the Real and Dance Marathons: Performing American Culture of
the 1920s and 1930s. She is the Editor of Dramaturgy of the Real on the World
Stage, A Sourcebook of Feminist Theatre, and the co-editor with Henry Bial

of Brecht Sourcebook. She is the Guest Editor of four special issues of TDR,
“Reclaiming the Real” (2017), “Performing the City” (2015), “Documentary
Theatre” (2006), and “Japanese Theatre: 1960s to the Present” (with Kurihara
Nanako).

Thomas Looser (BA in Anthropology, U.C.S.C.; MA and Ph.D. in Anthropology,
University of Chicago) is Associate Professor of East Asian Studies at NYU. His
areas of research include Cultural Anthropology and Japanese studies; art,
architecture and urban form; new media studies and animation; and critical theory.
A senior editor for the journal Mechademia, an editor for Digital Asia, and on the
editorial advisory board of ADVA, he is the author of Visioning Eternity: Aesthetics,
Politics, and History in the Early Modern Noh Theater, and has published articles in
a variety of venues including Boundary 2, Japan Forum, Mechademia, Shingenjitsu,
Journal of Pacific Asia, and Cultural Anthropology.

Kate Loewald co-created The Play Company with her late partners, Mike Ockrent
and Jack Temchin. Prior to launching PlayCo, from 1990-99 she was Director of
Play Development at the Manhattan Theatre Club, and also directed their Writers in
Performance series for two seasons. Before MTC, Kate worked for producer Margo
Lion, developing and producing shows on and off Broadway including George C.
Wolfe’s Jelly’s Last Jam and Martha Clarke’s The Garden of Earthly Delights. She
was a dramaturg at the O’Neill Playwrights Conference 2000-2003. In addition to
her work with PlayCo, she was the Guest Artistic Director for the Signature Theatre
Company in the 2004/2005 season. Kate is an adjunct faculty member of the
Columbia University School of the Arts, and has also taught at The New School,
Fordham College, and NYU.

Dan Rothenberg is a Philadelphia-based director and creator of experimental
performance. As co-founder and co-artistic director of Pig Iron Theatre Company,
Dan has directed and co-created almost all of Pig Iron’s original performance works.
Together Quinn Bauriedel and Dito van Reigersberg, he received a Pew Fellowship



in Performance Art (2002) and a USA Artists Knight Fellowship (2010). With Pig Iron,
Rothenberg has directed and co-created more than 30 original works, including the
OBIE-winning productions Hell Meets Henry Halfway (2005) and Chekhov
Lizardbrain (2010). At Pig Iron, Rothenberg engages in collaborations with visionary
artists who push the ensemble in new directions. Collaborators have included:
director Joseph Chaikin; playwright Toshiki Okada; designers Mimi Lien and
Machine Dazzle; songwriter and performance artist Cynthia Hopkins; Daniel
Rudholm of Stockholm’s Teater Slava; and choreographers Sam Pinkleton and
David Brick. Rothenberg’s work with Pig Iron has toured to 15 countries on four
continents.

Alec Duffy is a playwright and director. In 2005, he founded the theater company
Hoi Polloi, with whom he has created many original works, including

Dysphoria, The Less We Talk, and All Hands. In 2010, he shared an OBIE Award for
Three Pianos, a paean to Schubert's Winterreise song cycle, co-written and
performed with Dave Malloy and Rick Burkhardt in a production directed by Rachel
Chavkin that toured to New York Theatre Workshop and American Repertory
Theater after its premiere at Incubator Arts Project. His most recent production with
Hoi Polloi was a commission of acclaimed Japanese playwright Toshiki Okada,
Quiet, Comfort, which premiered at JACK in 2016. His production of the opera Four
Nights of Dream premiered at Japan Society in 2017 and subsequently toured to
Tokyo Bunka Kaikan. Before founding JACK, he held positions in several arts
organizations, including Japan Society (as assistant to Artistic Director Yoko Shioya)
and Mannes Opera. Duffy is a former NEA/TCG directing fellow and a Drama
League Directing Fellow. Duffy has been a member of the Youth, Education &
Cultural Affairs committee of his local Community Board since 2015.

Aya Ogawa is a Tokyo-born, Brooklyn-based playwright, director, performer, and
translator whose work reflects an international viewpoint and utilizes the stage as a
space for exploring cultural identity and the immigrant experience. Cumulatively, all
aspects of their artistic practice synthesize their work as an artistic and cultural
ambassador, building bridges across cultures to create meaningful exchange
amongst artists, theaters, and audiences in both the U.S. and in Asia. Their original
plays include Ludic Proxy (The Play Company), Journey to the Ocean (Foundry
Theatre) and oph3lia (HERE). Most recently, they directed Haruna Lee’s Obie Award-



winning Suicide Forest at The Bushwick Starr and its Off-Broadway remount for
Ma-Yi Theater and adapted Ludic Proxy: Fukushima (Japan Society) for a digital
platform. Most recently, they directed Spencer Lott and Maiko Kikuchi’s puppet
show 9000 Paper Balloons at HERE for an online presentation. Their translations of
over a dozen plays by Toshiki Okada and numerous other contemporary Japanese
playwrights into English have been published and produced in the U.S. and the UK.
They are a current resident playwright at New Dramatists, a Usual Suspect at NYTW
and recipient of the President’s Award for Performing Arts from the Lower
Manhattan Cultural Council.



Upcoming Performances at Japan Society

Shomyo: Buddhist Ritual Chant—
Spiral Mandala Ceremony

Feb 24—-27

Believed to have originated in India, shomyo is a ritual form of Buddhist chant that
traveled along the Silk Road to China, eventually reaching Japan in the sixth
century. For this one-of-a-kind in-person performance, Brooklyn-based media
designer Tei Blow will transform Japan Society’s stage into an immersive
soundscape featuring the ethereal voices of Shomyo no Kai—Voices of a
Thousand Years, a group of two dozen priests from the esoteric Shingon and
Tendai Buddhist sects. Incorporating the lyrics and graphic score of the Japanese
female composer Yu Kuwabara’s shomyo piece Spiral Mandala Ceremony and
the ancient mandalas that inspired her work, Blow's visuals, in tandem with
Shomyo No Kai's vocals, create an ever-shifting environment with dreamlike power.

Tickets: $15/$12 members

TICKET ON-SALE DATES:
Members: January 20
General Public: January 27



Waves Across Time: Traditional
Dance and Music of Okinawa

Mar 18—19

Commemorating the 50th anniversary of Okinawa’s return to Japan after the U.S.'s
post-WWII occupation, a group of the islands' most exquisite dancers will perform a
diverse repertoire of Okinawan traditional performing arts accompanied by live
music. As specially selected by the young artistic director of the National Theatre
Okinawa Michihiko Kakazu, the versatile artists will perform highlights from the
traditional repertoire of kumiodori, a noh-inspired theater form developed during the
period when the archipelago was an independent kingdom called Ryukyu
(15th-19th centuries). The program also features popular folk dances (zo odori) with
traditional ensemble music. From the brightly-dyed bingata costumes to the island
music's iconic use of pentatonic scales, audiences are invited to relish the history
and heritage of Japan's southernmost prefecture.

Tickets: $42/$32 members

TICKET ON-SALE DATES:
Members: January 20
General Public: January 27



Japan Society Gratefully Acknowledges
General Operating Support From

The Ford Foundation

Howard Gilman Foundation, Inc.

The Japan Foundation Center for

Global Partnership

JAPAN SOCIETY INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS (as of December 31, 2021)
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An Anonymous Family
Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999

Anonymous

The Masako Mera
and Koichi Mera, PhD
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Jun Makihara and
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Doug and Teresa
Peterson*
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Mr. Philip M. Darivoff

Mr. Louis J. Forster

Mr. Keishi Hotsuki
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Drucker
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Mr. Alan S. MacDonald
Mr. Samir Nangea
Mr. Robert L. Noddin
Thierry Porté and
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Joshua and Geula Solomon
Mr. Marc Spilker
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Akiko Koide and Shohei Koide
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Mr. Taishi Kushiro
Mr. Peter Lane
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Mr. Bruce S. Loeb
Mrs. Jane Lombard
Dr. Nancy C. Maruyama
Geoff and Fumi Matters™
Joan B. Mirviss
Edward and Ann Niehoff
Hiroko Onoyama*
Richard and Momona Royce
Mr. Juan Ruiz Gomez
Mr. and Mrs. Motoatsu Sakurai
Mr. Frederick H. Schultz and
Ms. Carole Aoki
Paul and Yoshiko Sheard
Ms. Matsuko Shibuya
Sarah Billinghurst Solomon
and Howard Solomon*
The Estate of Alan M.
Suhonen*
Mr. David Toberisky
Nancy & Joe Walker*
Dr. Joshua W. Walker
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Mr. Michael B. Jeffers
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Dr. Raymond Daddazio and
Ms. Sawako Yamaguchi
Mrs. Anne Noel Jones Dawson
Mr. Stuart Eisenkraft and
Ms. Marilyn Hoffman
Dr. John K. Gillespie*
Jennifer Gordon and
Richard Shanley
Wendy and Leeds Gulick
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Heffner
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Mr. Samuel Lee
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Satoko Miyake and Aaron Nir
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Michael Romano*

Mr. Jonathan Rouner

Mrs. Lyndley M. Schwab and
Mr. Samuel C. Schwab*

Dr. Ling Yu Shih

Mr. Michael W. Sonnenfeldt
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Mr. Stephen D. Bloom

Ms. Patsy Brown

Ms. Rebecca D. Bullard

Mr. and Mrs. Marco A.
Cardamone
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Mr. Clifford Chanin

Mr. John A. Crawford

Kay Enokido and Tom Crouse

Mr. Richard A. Debs

Mr. Michael Dunn

Ms. Deborah Dwyer

Abigail and Rick Elbaum
c/o EBA Foundation

Mr. Philip Elenko

Ms. Traute L. Friedrichs

Ms. Kanako Funaki

Holly and Eric Grannan

Mr. Frederick W. Gundlach

Mr. Kevin J. Hanratty

James and Yasuko Harris

Mr. Kazumi Hayama

Ms. Tracey Hecht

Mr. R. J. Hogan

Mr. Tomoaki Ishigaki

Mr. Mac Jeffery

Ms. Akiko Kimura

Mr. Chin L. Kuo

Ms. Ichun Lai

Mr. Julian Laverdiere

John Lipsky and
Zsuzsanna Karasz

Richard R. Lury, Esq.

Mr. Edward Mafoud

Mr. Marc Mailhot

Nancy Matsumoto and
Grant Vingoe

Marlene J. Mayo

Mr. and Mrs. Steven J. Michaud
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Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Myers

Dr. Teruko S. Neuwalder

Mr. John N. Park

Ms. Pam A. Parker

Dr. Kristin Robie M.D.

Ms. Kristine Rogers

Mr. Edward Rothenberg

Patricia E. Saigo, MD

Mr. Gerald Savitsky

Eric Schorr

Mr. Henry Schulte

Mr. Ali Shariat

Mrs. Kiyomi Shimizu-Kouba

Jenny Shotwell

Vera Silverman

Mr. Jared Skolnick

Mr. Leonard . Solondz

Mr. Peter Stiglin

Ms. Phyllisina Vinson

Esther Wan

Alex York*

Kumiko Yoshii

Ivan Zimmerman and
Taryn Higashi

Japan Society has received
matching gifts from the
following companies:

Amgen Inc.

Apollo

Apple

Bloomberg

Catepiller Foundation
Google Inc.

IBM Corporation
Johnson & Johnson



JPMorgan Chase

Kingdon Capital Management,
LLC

MasterCard Worldwide

McGraw Hill

Microsoft Corporation

MUFG (Mitsubishi UFJ
Financial Group)

Texas Instruments
Incorporated

Thomson Reuters

Twilio

Gifts do not include
contributions to Japan
Society's Japan Relief Fund or
Annual Dinner.

*Japan Society acknowledges
with gratitude the generous
donors who contribute
specifically to the Performing
Arts Program and projects.

M Japan Society gratefully
acknowledges donors who
have had their contributions
matched by their employer.

To become a Japan Society member or support the
Performing Arts Program or other programs, please contact

membership@japansociety.org or (212) 715-1270.




JAPAN SOCIETY STAFF FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS PROGRAM

PRESIDENT & CEO: Joshua W. Walker, Ph.D.
CHIEF PROGRAM OFFICER: Ramona Handel-Bajema, Ph.D.
DEPUTY CHIEF OF PROGRAMS: Tomomi Sekiya
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR: Yoko Shioya

PERFORMING ARTS:
Futoshi Miyai, Director of Productions & Technical Management
Amanda Waddell, Senior Program Officer
Karin Yamamoto, Program Officer
Emily Ren, Intern

DEVELOPMENT:
Gregory Corsico, Chief Development Officer

Lisa Goldenberg, Senior Director, Development
Kimberly Woodward, Director, Development Operations & Board Relations

Nozomi lizuka, Director, Corporate Partnerships

Mika Nagasaki, Director, Foundation & Government Relations
Ann Niehoff, Development Officer
Kieran Callinan, Assistant Director, Corporate Partnerships
Allison Hall, Assistant Director, Foundation & Government Relations
Caroline Saul, Assistant Director, Individual Giving & Membership
Michelle Wakabayashi, Assistant Director, Individual Giving & Membership
Nicholas Bianchi, Associate, Development Operations
Pauline Fan Bu, Associate, Corporate Partnerships

MEDIA & MARKETING:
Cynthia Sternau, Managing Editor
Allison Rodman, Director, Communications
Ben Warren, Video and Creative Services Manager
Camille Miller, Marketing & Communications Associate

HOUSE ACTIVITIES:
Lydia Gulick, Director, Program Operations
Carmen Ben, Manager, House Activities

CONSULTANTS:
Keiko Kato, Esq., Law Offices of Keiko Kato, Legal Counsel

PRODUCTION STAFF:

Takaaki Ando, Sound & AV Engineer
Marie Yokoyama, Ayumu “Poe” Saegusa, Tsubasa Kamei, Resident Lighting Designers

Cover: Oki Dub Ainu Band © Hiroshi lkeda.



Thank you for
your visit

Please consider supporting
our programs

Join

japansociety.org/join

Donate

japansociety.org/donate

Connect
fIR ACK >




ANA is committed to ensuring the comfort and safety of all our valued
passengers and employees by providing customers with clean and

hygienic environments in airports, lounges and aircrafts.

Our promise is to create a comfortable and enjoyable experience
with an emphasis on safety and peace of mind, synonymous with flying ANA.

We remain passionate about your safety and when the time is
right to travel again, you can do so with absolute confidence in us.

A new standard for air travel starts with ANA.

“Care
promise

ANAA inspiration of JAPAN | ASTAR ALLIANGE MEMBER v.7™ Learn more at fly-ANA.com




